
LETTERS
Post to RIU LETTERS. PO Box 5689, Auckland
l. Best wins an LP Voucher.

The venue for the Elton John press con-
ference is one that I have never heard of. Call-
ed Greydene, it turns out to be an old villa in
Takapuna. A quick glance at the assembled
faces, and the battery of microphones tells me
that this is no ordinary press conference, this is
a place to be seen.

Ten minutes later, three limousines pull up
the drive. Mr John and party have arrived.
Looking like something out of Dallas, Elton
strolls into the room wearing a black tasselled,
embroidered jacket and a huge stetson.

Since his last visit, in 1974, Elton has been
through a slight watershed in his career. Only
recently has chart success again become stan-
dard for his albums. Why has he come back to
a place he is rumoured to have left for good?

“I never said I had no intention of coming
back,” he says. "I would have loved to have
come here on my two-man tour with Ray
Cooper, but I was too tired. That show with Ray
started as a small thing and blossomed into a
full world tour. It was that which helped me get
the confidence back to do the tour we are on
now.”

It was on that tour that Elton played his
much-publicised visit to the USSR, an ex-
perience he will never forget.

“On the first night, all the kids got up and
danced to the music. The second night,
however, was totally different. About half-way
through the show we began to wonder why all
we were getting was polite applause. Then we
found out that throughout the crowd were men
in blue suits. Every time that a kid got out of his
seat, a man in a blue suit pushed him back into
it. I’d like to go back to Russia, but not under
the present circumstances.”

This tour is scheduled to last well into next
year, with a break for recording a new album
that should be released around July.

Two of the members of the band have solo
careers in their own right. Drummer Nigel
Olsson has recently released an album titled
Changing Tides. Olsson sees the tour as a
chance to play to much larger crowds than he
could draw on his own. During a costume
change in the middle of the show Olsson gets a
chance to show case two of his songs. Unfor-
tunately, guitarist Tim Renwick is too recent an
addition for a similar chance for him to do
material from his first, self-titled, album. Ren-
wick is not disappointed at this, and says just
being in the band is ample reward for his ef-
forts.

After the conference, the band go out to do a
polished show at Western Springs before one
of the largest crowds of the tour. The average
has been around 10,000. Just in case you
might think that's a sign of waning popularity,
you should know that they played to a crowd of
around 400,000 at a free show in New York’s
Central Park. Now that is pop.
Mark Phillips

I was deeply moved by Jimmy Page’s letter,
decrying Rip It Up’s meagre John Bonham
obituary. You’re so right Jimmy, why don’t we
go all the way?

Let’s have a John Bonham national day of
remembrance. Let’s have John Bonham
badges, ties, endorsed drum sticks, posters,
pinball machines, scooters and colouring
books.

Let’s have a nationally co-ordinated funeral
march . . . LET’S WALLOW IN IT.
Martin Quinn Remuera

I looked forward to getting the November
RIU, expecting to see Thin Lizzy on the front.
There was not even a mention of them on the
front and not even a live review inside.

I know you are new wave oriented, but Thin
Lizzy did score fifth best group and third best
album in the 1979 RIU poll. Come on, how
about something in December.
Lizzed Off

Where is Mark Phillips coming from? In his
attempt to rip the Steroids apart, he only
succeeds in blowing his own credibility.

Firstly he states that they are musically and
visually drab and uninspiring, and then goes on
to say that their Gang of Four and Cure covers
are perfect in every detail. Well any band that
can cover the Gang of Four and the Cure
perfectly, can’t be going wrong as far as I can
see.

Secondly he states that they lock into '77.
It's obvious that he never even made it to 1977,
by stating that the Steroids show flashes of
lyrical genius on ‘Stay Glued To Your TV’. The
song is in fact a Wire song off the album Pink
Flag and is titled 'Ex-Lion Tamer’ (one of
Britain's top selling LPs in 1977).

C’mon Mark, remember the old proverb,
people in glasshouses don’t get undressed.
Ulritch Robin Dunn Lyall Bay

If you do not persuade EMI to release the
Dexy's debut soon, dire consequences will
result.

You have been warned!
A Young Soul Rebel Papakura
P.S. I hate Toy Love and Mi-Sex.

In your October issue you mentioned a group
called Relax. Who are they?

Also what happened to Craig Emery of the
Aliens?
Curious Auckland
EDITOR: Relax is now known as Youth For A
Price and Craig is in Australia and now known
as Rocky.

How could anyone in a band like Rebel
Truce, call themselves “Bones II”, it’s an insult
to the name. Rebel Truce, putting it mildly, are
a load of s**t. I think the real Bones is adorable
and I hope to see the Swingers back in NZ, to
bring a bit of interesting music back on to the
scene.
More Talented Music Please Auckland
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SI.OOper line. Send copy andpayment (prior to
publication), toRIU, PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.
THE PUSH REQUIRE DRUMMER
The Push require ; a drummer with a profes-
sional attitude, perferably with vocal ability.
Phone Auckland 565-631.
RECORD COLLECTION FOR SALE
70 records for sale, many imports, wide range,
all mint condition.'Phone Auckland 862-928 AH..mxtcmtt™

Winners in the ; XTC 'Black Sea’ competition
counted 23 gulls, 44 masts and 50 moons. Win-
ning an autographed copy of 'Black- Sea’ ; are
Greg Dodds Gore, Alfred Wallis Huntly and
Melanie James Dunedin.

Readers to win 'Black Sea' posters are Juan Az-
pinall : Howick,\Rose\ Kelly j Pakuranga, . Rodney: Buck
Papatoetoe, Alan Liddle , Morrinsville,. Paul 'Anderson;
Relnuera, Lynda Hull Cambridge, Rob Wilson : Lower
Hutt. Terry Banbury Onehunga, Catherine DelzainneLower. Hutt; Andrew Ohaupo, Glenda Cowan
Mt Roskill, Alistair Howes t Lower Hutt, Geoff
O’Donaghue Titahi Bay, Stephen Barclay/Hastings,
Jim [ Lander 'New, Plymouth, Jim HallJ Rotorua, Suzie
Maugham Papatoetoe, Glenn Lust Lower Hutt,Rosemarie Leilva Manurewa,:,E.’J.Candy • Dunedin
Angela Van Der Putten Mt Roskill, - Graeme Brett
Onehunga,-;Karen |Percy Te Awamutu, jKevin Palmer
Mairangi , Bay, Sheree]Haggerty Hastings, Paul Rose
Parnell;, Prudence Grandison, • Louise. Mudgway
Tokoroa, Erena -Williams (Whakatane, John Wilkinson
Dunedin, Myles White Dunedin, Steven Lucas, Juanita
Ellery Waiuku, Louise Luker Hamilton, J. Bennett Point
Chev, John Evans Westmere, Usha Chima Wellington, ’
David'Johnson Wellington, Andrew Fyfe Kohi,” Grant S
Clegg Papakura, Donna Smith Whangarei, Julie Rolls
Hamilton, 'Jackie Berix Te Awamutu.
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NEW YEAR TOUR
OTAUA TAVERN

WAIUKU XMAS
CABANA, NAPIER

DEC 29-JAN 3
DB GISBORNE

JAN 7-10
DB TE MATA

HAVELOCK NORTH
JAN 14-17

NAMBASSA
NGAMOTU

NEW PLYMOUTH
JAN 28-31
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■. Rockh ' Superlead[ 130 MK V
This is the best Rockit Amp ever made. It’s;
taken 5 years to develop. All new circuitry
using low noise all valve preamps easier to
operate than the Boogie, the best sounding
amp you will ever use. It comes with a 5 year
warranty.
Rockh Pro /Champ Guitar Amp
85 watts RMS 8 oms, 120 watts 40ohms.
Sustain and Reverb. Very compact 1 12”
special design Supergauss. Ideal for studio use.

I Rockh 200 Bass Amp
300 watts RMS 4ohms, 5 band graphic 2
channels. The best bass amp available in NZ.
Rockh PA 200
6 channels, Hi & lo Z mics, Volume, bass,
treble on each channel, 300 watts' RMS into

|4oKms]BpßPmHHPVlH^PttlllHHIWrite or ring for more information
Clef Industries Ltd, PO Box 37-005, Parnell,.
Auckland. Phone TjglßPßPVfll
Note you can order these amps directly from
the factory at wholesale prices only if you live
in the South Island or in areas where no localI Rockit ’agentnHttlßijiiHHfMHH
WARNINGBThere are copies of Rockit amplifiers being
sold, mainly through South Island Dealers.
Any Rockit amplifier not manufactured by
CLEF INDUSTRIES LTD is an illegal copy.

j SiSw
-y—---a-—•.ji..'vi26 Customs St. Ph 793-139 Auckland
[guitarsVHHfl
Gibson Les Paul Custom $1629
Gibson Les Paul Deluxe sllsO
Gibson Bass R.D. Artist , . $950
Fender Stratocaster Black • S6BO

; Fender Telecaster Deluxe .$490
Fender Precision 1Bass' Brass Master. $1290

Rockit Super Lead Amp' ' $1470
Rockit Champ 50 $495'
Marshall IOOw PA Amp , S9BO
Orange IOOw GuitarAmp • 's9oo
Lab Series IOOw Bass Amp SBSO
Pea’vey 12 ch" Stereo Mixer $2850
KEYBOARDS
Wurlitzer Electric Rano sl^7^
Rhodes Suitcase Rano k
Rhodes 88 Note Stage
Polimoog Synthesiser'

$1350
$3500

Korg Lambda Synthesiser: .$1875,

Zildjian & Paiste cymbals. Remo head and drum ac-
cessories. Altec & RCF speakers & horns available.
■BraJjEIIiIMEASY TERMS

XMAS HOURS
MON 22 9 AM - 8 PM
TUES 23 9 AM - 5 PM
WED 24 9 AM - 5 PM

COOK ST RE-OPENS
FRI JAN 2 9AM- SPM
SAT JAN 3 lO AM - 4 PM
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