
enz attack

Duncan Campbell

Tim Finn has always exuded self-confidence,
even when times were hard for Split Enz. He
always had faith in the band and in himself, and
that faith has now hit the jackpot.

True Colours spent 10 weeks at number one
in Australia, the single, “I Got You", was eight
weeks in the same position, a record for a local
act, Australian or New Zealand. True Colours
sold 180,000 copies in Australia and 33,000 in
New Zealand.

"It’s neat," says Finn. "It's good for New
Zealand, it’s good for us, and everybody’s
happy.

"Next time round, everyone's going to be
glued, axes will be poised, but what the hell.
We think we’ve got a better album still. We may
not peak at that commercial level for another
two or three albums, even though we’ll still do
well.”

See what I mean about self-confidence?
Finn always has an eye on the future, the eter-
nal optimist. And with good reason.

"It’s fantastic, because we’re out of debt for
the first time in four years, we can now actually
look forward to making some money."

New Freedom
Where others in his position tend to shrug off

financial success, Finn has never been one to
look the gift horse in the mouth. He readily ap-
preciates the benefits, especially with the new-
found freedom it’s given Split Enz in the recor-
ding of their new album.

"For the first time ever, we’ve felt free in the
studio, there’s been no pressure. We had as
long as we wanted, and we just experimented.
It's not a consolidation, it’s not a re-statement.
It’s a new album, it’s moved away from True
Colours. The songs are still structured quite
firmly, but with a lot of overdubbing. We spent a
lot more time getting the right sounds, and
each member of the band was able to spend as
long as he liked getting his particular parts.

"Undeniably, True Colours was a strong
album, but I think this one goes beyond what
True Colours was and it was inevitable that it
would, we couldn't just do another True Col-
ours, we had to move away consciously and
sub-consciously, really."

There are 12 songs on the album, six from
Tim, four from Neil, and two instrumentals by
Eddie. No title has been chosen yet, nor has a
single. They've got four to choose from, and
one will be released probably in October.

It was recorded over five weeks in
Melbourne’s Armstrong Studios, and will be
mixed at the Farmyard Studios, north of Lon-
don. Producing again is 20-year-old boy
wonder, David Tickle, who Tim can't praise
high enough. ■

"He’s a dream come true, we couldn’t ask
for better," he enthuses. "He understands our
music, he’s a brilliant engineer, and he’s just at
the start of his career as a producer. He’s the
nearest to a genius I think I’ve met." .

U.S. Success
The American scene is looking bright too,

with a big feature in Billboard magazine, a lot of
media attention, and True Colours being added
to many radio playlists. At the time of this inter-
view, Tim and Neil were off to the States for a
10-day promotional tour. The band is now in
London, where they will play five dates, in-
cluding London’s prestigious Hammersmith
Odeon, a 5,000-seater:

“That was A&M’s idea,” says Tim. "It’s a bit
of a gamble, but the way the single's going, it
looks like it’ll pay off."

After mixing the album, they’ll be back in the
States for a four or five-week tour. Details are
still to be finalised, and much will depend on
how True Colours charts. If all goes well, Split
Enz will be playing two or three thousand-
seater venues. After that, they’ll return to the
UK, with a closer eye on European countries:

It’ll be mid-January 1 981 before they're back
in this part of the world, coinciding with the
release of the new album. The idea is to hold
off release so it doesn’t clash with other local
big names. That’s what was done with True Col-
ours, and the advantage of that move is plain.
A&M also want to give True Colours a fair shot
in America and Britain.

NZ In 1981
A New Zealand tour is pencilled in for late

January or early February.
"For the first time, we’re really confused as

to what venues to play. For most of the centres
it’ll be the same as usual, but for Auckland we
really don’t know where we’re going to play.
We definitely don’t want to do the Town Hall or

Logan Campbell We may do a theatre position-
ed halfway down Queen St, but not His Majes-
ty’s. We'd really like to return to an intimate
theatre venue.

“That’s our biggest hope now, to come back
into New Zealand with the money we've earned
overseas, and put on a really full-scale produc-
tion without being vulgar. We want to do a real-
ly strong presentation, and the best place to do
that sort of thing is inside a theatre.

“If we can't get a theatre, maybe we'll go to
Western Springs and do a big pose out there.''

RIP IT UP SEPT ’BO PAGE 1

mneiyew /vz hock n non mag.tfi-montniy {at Jirst)

32 pages lots of big Stories & big Pics 75cents
Rip it• UP- i XTCc?nts" byiGeorge Kay V*v

SPLIT ENZ
Photo History
TOY LOVE
Interview
RAMONESi Hi ßy Roy Colbert
ZWINES.BANDS TREE
by Simon
SPELLING MISTAKES
by Mark Phillips
XTC & RAMONES PICs
by Laurence AberhartV.:. CUREvV-,
by George Kay
CRAMPS
by Jeremy Templervs

■.v CHRISTCHURCH
BAND TREE
LADEDASLP
by Ken Williams
STREET TALKm Last Gig Pics
NEW BAND PICs
WELLINGTON
by Connie D. Martin
BILL SHUT/& JONES

PublishedfeSeptember 25 FILM, TV; CLOTHES

XTC
by George Kay
SPLIT ENZ
Photo History
TOY LOVE
Interview
RAMONES
By Roy Colbert
ZWINES BANDS TREE
by Simon Grigg
SPELLING MISTAKES
by Mark Phillips
XTC & RAMONES PICs
by Laurence Aberhart
CURE
by George Kay
CRAMPS
by Jeremy Templer
CHRISTCHURCH
BAND TREE
LA DEDAS LP
by Ken Williams
STREET TALK
Last Gig Pics
NEW BAND PICs
WELLINGTON
by Connie D. Martin
BILL SHUT & JONES
FILM, TV, CLOTHES
& FUN.

32 Pages, 75 cents, lots of big stories and big Pics (not many Ads) .V. the32 Pages, 75 cents, lots of big stories and big Pics (not many Ads)
World’s First Bi-Monthly Funzine! Post away now for the first issue ...

Send me ....copies of X-TRA @75 cents each . ; ...... enclosed

Name

Address
In Stores Sept 25 ...Taste, Record Warehouse, Record Factory, Mike’s Place
etc.... ' c /■ ■.■• V V ;

KA
E &

vs.

Publish ept£mbet:.-25

' - V .. •,

, ■ ~w;. ■ ■. . ■
Ifrr-’

//Another One Bites the Dust"
'

another hit
from THE GAMEr.x: N V*

V • New
on Elektra Records

v

Produced by Queen

>;.u

(rife** 4

- .1

' r '

f
•-

•1.;isfe'i'

v •v*’ ■'■ •V"' +~' v
.

•- r
-

i ".
■

i y, weaUMi t.-Vi

frt—ttimA—h—a—wflaiMMiMaMa—


