
Crocodiles will remain in NZ to record their 1
second LP at new Mandrill Studio in August.'
The band is looking for a drummer ... Pop
Mechanix will record two tunes with Mike
Chunn producing, for Ripper Records.

The second Crocodiles single from the hit
album Tears, is "Whatcha Gonna Do" ... when
RIU asked Kim Fowley "when will you
return to NZ?" He replied, "whenever there’s
something to come back for ... my passport
works!" Send your tapes now, details page 15
... the Features and Spelling Mistakes 45s
(Propellor) are in stores now.

What went wrong? The Avalon produced
video for Swingers single,"One Good Reason"
was excellent ... Ripper with Doug Rogers of
Harlequin Studios, will record a live Swingers
EP, prior to their July departure for Australia ...

due to Simon Darke throat hassles (everything
but cancer), Newz will soon be off the road for
several weeks. BUT some Newz, will gig under

a different name until their vocalist recovers.
Wellington venue, Billy The Club featured 11

new bands on Queen's Birthday weekend. Pro-
nrftsing bands to emerge were Rodents, Hoi
Spoons, Backstreet and Westown Quintent ..

doing early weeks at Windsor Castle are Top
Scientists (June 23-25, 30-2 and July 7-9).
Vocalist is Rick Bryant, they play John Malloy
songs and they play Squeeze June 27 & 28 ...

as "Bliss” sells well, Peter Urllch leaves these
shores.

New member for Whizzkids is ex-From
Scratch man, Don McGlashen, who plays sax,
percussion and organ ...

Snipes played final
gigs late May at XS ... Jo:in Dix writes from
Sydney that, Colin Bayley (ex-Short Story) "is in
an amazing little unit called the Dukes. They
have an EP out soon.

The 1981 Nambassa Festival will be a five
day event, on a new site two miles north of the
'79 site, a 1,700 acre farm, with a river and a
private beach.

The Cure will commence tour July 27 and
before leaving NZ on August 6, play Auckland,
Hamilton, Palmerston North, Wellington,
Christchurch and Dunedin.

DO IT YOURSELF PETTY
Those of you out there who raced home from

the truly excellent Tom Petty concerts, bought
a second-hand Diplomat Stratocaster copy
(Petty's model is 1965 incidentally) and are
now bent over the radio trying to learn
"Refugee” and the equally fine “Here Comes
My Girl", can save themselves a lot of work.
The man from Matthews Music has advised Rip
It Up that the songbooks for the last two Petty
albums are now available. There isn’t too much
extra here, like the B sides to the two recent
singles or maybe even an interview (like the
good one you got in Pink Floyd's Wish You
Were Here book), but there are plenty of
photos. Plus of course the usual sparse charts.
Frank Zappa, of course, would maintain sparse
songs deserve sparse charts, but what Petty
does with three chords is just fine with me. You
can buy both books for two-thirds what it will
cost you for The Metal Box.

Cruze, Lady Hamilton.

The Space Race?

Duncan Campbell

Mi-Sex would have to be just about the
hardest working band in the southern
hemisphere right now. Having just completed
an exhaustive 25-date American tour, nearly all
one-night stands, they're now starting a world
jaunt which will take them through Australasia,
Europe and the United States by the end of this
year.

Their confidence and determination to suc-
ceed looks like paying off, with a warm recep-
tion from American and Canadian audiences
and handsome airplay for Graffiti Crimes (retitl-
ed Computer Games for the American market).

Their new album, Space Race, looks certain
to repeat the success of its predecessor. Rip It
Up spoke about the album to guitarist Kevin
Stanton, who was in Canberra at the time,
ready to embark once more on the Australian
gig circuit. Stanton is a major contributor to
Space Race, having had a hand in all 11 tracks
and writing most of the lyrics. We asked him for
his track-by-track impressions.

The title track appears to have a strong UFO
influence, reinforced by the outer space
creatures which adorn the cover. Which shows
just how wrong you can be.

"Not at all," says Stanton. "Contrary to that
opinion, it's absolutely earth-borne. It’s a new
race of people on earth, really, kids in cities,
mainly. Especially in America, their actual
anatomies are changing because of the food
they eat. They’re not eating natural food
anymore, everything is processed. That’s one
part of space race.

"The other thing is the way people are pro-
grammed, by the media and television and
computers and things. That’s the space race
on earth.

“ 'Pages And Matches’ relates to a personal
experience. A few years ago in New Zealand
there was a big spate of school arson, kids bur-
ning down schools. That’s the basic theme
behind that track, with a few extra twists
thrown in. Also, I find fire quite exciting.”

"Living In September" casts images of
despair. An end-of-the-line song perhaps, but
not quite as personal as it first appears.

"If you listen very closely, the keyboard
melody in the beginning and the middle is ac-
tually the New Zealand national anthem. It’s
actually based on a newspaper article I read,
written by a New Zealander living in
Melbourne, who said that by September 1982
or something, New Zealand would be com-
pletely broke. It’s an impressionst view of that,
it’s not really serious.

" 1 Don’t Know’ is about confusion. It may
be about someone else, it may be about
myself.

" ‘Slippin’ Out' is just about slipping out of
society. Doing what we do is really quite
radical, and a lot of people find it’s a dream.
What we do is our reality, and yet we have
hardly any part of society. We don’t conform to
anybody's rules."

"It Only Hurts When I’m Laughing” is lyrical-
ly one of the most intense numbers Mi-Sex
have ever done. A song filled with welling
loneliness, it's Stanton’s personal favourite.

"It’s kind of a personal thing, really. It was
half taken from a poem that I wrotequite a long
time ago, called ‘Loneliness’, and Steve wrote
the other half of the lyrics. Murray wrote the
chords behind the lead break and apart from
that I wrote the whole thing. I’ll just leave it at
that. It's just a personal feeling, really."

Space Race, as mentioned before, marks a
very intense creative period for Stanton per-
sonally. His songwriting output seems greater
than ever.

I write a couple of songs a week, it’s a com-
pulsive urge. Now I’ve got a tape recorder with
me on the road, so I can write every day if I
want to."

"People”, the single, needs no further ex-

planation from its co-author. With the world’s
first test tube baby nearly a year old and clon-
ing already an established scientific practice,
the song's point is all too clear

"Good Guys Always Win” sees Stanton back
in the movies, as with “Kamera Kazi" on the
first album.

"No matter how many movies you watch,
probably 10 out of 10, the good guy always
wins. It’s a very light-hearted observation,
which is why “satire” is printed in brackets
after the title.

" ’Ghosts' is based on an experience that I
had I’ve told the story so many times I thought
I'd write a song about it. It’s actually about a
house in Mt Maunganui, that I was born in,
which had a heavy ghost problem.”

"Burning Up” will be well known to those
who’ve attended Mi-Sex concerts in the past. It
was dropped from the Graffiti Crimes sessions
in favour of "2120", and has previously only
appeared as the B side of a single.

"It’s such a popular live song and we wanted
to get a really good recording of it. It didn’t real-
ly work on the first album and this time the
recording is much better.”

“Ice Cold Dead” performs the same func-
tion that "Stills” did on Graffiti Crimes. It's
Space Race's epic work.

“It’s actually about the Jennifer Beard
murder. I wrote a poem about it and I’ve added
lyrics to that. It’s a stealthy kind of homicide
song.”

The Space Race has already begun. Ready,
steady ...
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