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Rudeßoy& Clash
Ray Gange is the "rude boy” of a new film by

the directors of A Bigger Splash, Jack Hazan
and David Mingay. Ray works in a Soho sex
shop and knocks about with a skinhead friend
whose right-wing politics he unhesitatingly
adopts. He likes the Clash’s songs but he
doesn’t like them mixing politics with music.
Which is just what Rude Boy does.

The film opens in a Brixton council estate
(broken windows, walls covered in graffiti
the lot). It shows the confrontation between
police, the National Front and the SWP in the
East End. We see Maggie Thatcher on the cam-
paign trail with calls for a stronger police force.
Plainclothes detectives survey a Brixton bus-
stop by video and later arrest a black gang of
pickpockets. Paul Simonon and Topper Headon
of the Clash shoot pigeons from the roof of the
band’s rehearsal studios and are arrested.
When the case goes on remand Ray joins the
Clash as a roadie on their Out On Parole tour.
And throughout the film there’s live footage of
the Clash in concert with songs such as
"Police and Thieves”, "I Fought the Law",
"White Riot” (with Jimmy Pursey finding his
way onto the stage to make a complete fool of

himself) and "London’s Burning”.
By the end of the film Ray has been thrown

off the tour and is back where he started, work-
ing at the sex shop. Meanwhile the Clash has
become a going concern, a band on its way up.
Mick Jonesand Joe Strummer are shown in the
studio recording tracks for the second album
before the Clash sets out on another UK tour.
Clash manager Bernie Rhodes has been sack-
ed. And Maggie Thatcher is seen waving out-
side number ten.

While Rude Boy offers some revealing in-
sights into the lives of the Clash as individuals
and as a working rock band, it also questions
the Clash’s lifestyle and the political and social
effectiveness of their songs. For Strummer,
caught like the "Street Fighting Man” of the
Rolling Stones song, there’s nothing for it but to
keep on playing. Even though, as he tells Ray
on the tour, "I'm sick to death of this life. I can’t
decide whether to laugh or cry.”

Rude Boy is sometimes laboured in its
urgency to be understood but it’s a minor fault
in light of the film’s considerable
achievements. What else can a poor boy do, in-
deed.
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I'M ATIGER!

Murray Cammick

Six months have passed since the Tigers
first resided in RIU Rumours, as the band with
the songs but no guitarist. In fact the band gain-
ed a record deal and recorded their EMI single
"Red Dress” before they found their guitarist.

RIU first sited the Tigers in Hamilton late last
year. Ex-Rockinghorse frontman Barry
Saunders was the rhythm guitarist and the
main vocalist. Bassist Nick Theobald also
handled vocal chores, Mike Knapp drummed
and a holidaying Simon Morris was recruited to
be Tigers guitarist for the brief tour.

While Mike Knapp came from Spats, Nick
Theobald (and Simon Morris) came from Well-
ington’s the Heartbreakers, a band who whiled
away the seventies covering sixties pop hits.

"I was in the Heartbreakers because I really
liked the songs,” says Nick. "They were
favourites of mine.” Though his part in Heart-
breakers songwriting was minimal, Nick has
written nearly all the Tigers originals, all in the
last eight months.

After Tim Murdoch heard three of Nick’s
songs, WEA provided the bucks to demo more
songs.

"Barry and I worked together in the studio,”
recalls Nick, "and we said ‘let’s get a band
together'."

Their debut single represents both the pop
side and more R&B side of the Tigers. "I Don’t
Wanna Go Home” hints at the more expressive
and tougher vocals Saunders is capable of on
stage. While "Red Dress" moves more
towards a group vocal sound where the main
vocalist’s personality is less dominant.

In the near future the band will be touring, so
there’s no date set for recording their debut
album.

If you got the time, they’ve got the- tunes.
Check 'em out.
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Picture This Katz
Phone Mike Corless 797-784 Auckland.
Floor 3, Premier Buildings, Durham St East.
PO Box 5564, Auckland 1, New Zealand.

SOUTH ISLAND’S No.l ROCK BAND

IS COMING TO
HAMILTON FRAMPTONS 14,15,16 & 17 MAY
AUCKLAND MAINSTREET 29,30,31 MAY
DB ONEKAWA NAPIER 4,5,6 & 7 JUNE
WELLINGTON LAST RESORT 12,13,14 & 15 JUNE
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Johnny Thunders So Alone
Saints I'm Stranded

Eternally Yours
Damned Damned, Damned,

Damned
Pere Übu Datapanic

Pistols Spunk
Bollocks (Picture Disc)

PIL Metal Box
Ak 79

RECORD EXCHANGE
ST. KEVINS ARCADE

KARANGAHAPE ROAD
Phone 370-812
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UjjJBBEEB ELECTRIQLJE
10 VULCAN LANE, CITY PH 794-904 BYO
10.30-4.30 MON & TUES. 11-11 WED to SAT.

GOOD FOOD, MUSIC, EXPRESSO COFFEE
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PROFESSIONAL RESULTS FOR ONLY $lO PER HOUR
•TEAC; REVOX2 TRK; YAMAHA CASSETTE RECORDERS
*lO CHANNEL DESK * COMPRESSOR-LIMITERS
*STEREO REVERB PLATE •ECHODELAY ANGER
*PARAMETRIC EQ 'AKG SHURE SENNHEISER MICS
•TEA, COFFEE -RELAXED, FRIENDLY PHONE MAL
•PIANO, DRUMS & AMPS ATMOSPHERE VJVwwT.
•PROF. SESSION -RUN BY 456-034 EVNGS
MUSICIANS MUSICIANS •
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