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James Brown:
the GodfatherofSoul

by JamesBrown with Bruce
Tucker

(Sidgwick & Jackson, $55)
This is a rags to riches story, James

Brown's version of his life, his career,
and his American Dream. James has

always been full of himself, but you
gotta be if ya gonna be the single most
innovative figure in black music for

over three decades, and particularly if

you didn't get off to a good start.

After being brought up by his

auntie, living at a road house, James

was arrested and imprisoned at the

age of 16 for stealing from parked cars

and received consecutive sentences

of two-to-four years on four charges.
Fortunately he was paroled after
three years, released in 1952. Break-

ing the terms ofhis parole on several

occasions, Brown went close to re-

turning to prison.
Brown is known to be a difficult

interview subject. often mis-

understanding the question or the in-

tent of the writer, readily becoming
antagonistic. Some reviewers have

criticised Tucker for over-editing and

removing the incoherence often pre-
sent in a James Brown interview. But

as Brown’s music proves, on his own

terms, setting his own parameters,
Brown is very eloquent.

Biographies are given depth by
secondary themes —sure it’s a music

bio but Brown’s recollections of black

life in Augusta, Georgia (where Ger-
man prisoners of war were treated

better than blacks and paid more for

labouring) and his remarks on the civil
rights issues (which he confronted

head on as an upwardly mobile en-

trepreneur) provide a passionate,
eye-witness social history.

This biography's richness lies in his
fine memory for detail; he reflects on

his early appreciation of music, he

loved Louis Jordan, gospel and pop,
disliked blues and country, loved the

church and the circus. Brown speaks
at length on the recording of such cru-

cial albums asLive at the Apollo, Vol 1
and his relations with his record com-

panies, his musicians and his wives.
A gripping Southern soul story —

sure there’s room foran unauthorised
bio sometime in the future, but this
book is fascinating as it puts his music
in its cultural and chronological con-

text. Plus, Charly Records’ archivist

Cliff White provides a 57 page disco-

graphy. (James Brown is available

from Books by Mail, PO Box 5689,
Auckland 1.)
Murray Cammick

Survival
“That’s what everything that

went on in that house — gambling,
bootlegging, prostitution — was

about: survival. Some people call
it crime, I call it survival. That’s what
hard times bring — makes pimps
and prostitutes outofpreachers.

”

Education &Justice
"Ifyou don'tallow a man to get an

education, don’t put him in jail for

being dumb. That’s what they did
in Augusta — they sent me to pri-

being dumb."

The Bomb

“When the atomic bomb was

dropped on Hiroshima, we were

glad because we knew it meant

my father would be coming home

soon. Now I think, about it a lot dif-

ferently because I realise that a

bomb like that would never be

droppedonwhitepeople.”

Air Conditioning
"I got a brand new 1959 red

Cadillac, we kept the windows
rolled up to pretend we had air

conditioning, no matter how hot it
was. One time we stopped at a

Say It Loud: theCollected Wisdom of JB

service station in the desert. We
sat there, and the service station
attendant moved real slow so we

started to sweat. This little old

white lady in her car at the next

pump watched us. We smiled and

sweated, sweated and smiled.
When she couldn't stand it any
more, the little old lady jumped out
of her car, jerked open one of the

doors and yelled, 'Get out quick
before all you niggers die in
there!”’

Integration
“After the municipal buildings

opened up [bigger venues] to
black performers, most of the
black clubs disappeared. By the

mid-60s integration killed them
off.”

Soul

“Around this time [1967] I got
the name Soul Brother Number

One. The word ’soul’ by this time

meant a lot of things — in music
and out. It was the roots of black

music, and it was a kind of a pride
thing, too, being proud of yourself
and your people. Soul music and
the civil rights movement went
hand in hand, sort of grew up

together. I think Soul Brother
Number One meant I was the lea-

der of the Afro-American move-

ment for worlddignity and integrity
through music."

South Africa
“I am' unwilling to undertake a

tour of South Africa under any cir-
cumstances because of the pol-
icies of that country with respect to
the black members of the nation.”

[1969]

Inland Revenue
“But I don’t blame the govern-

ment. I don't hold a grudge. The

government hurt my business a

lot, a whole lot. But they didn’t des-

troyme. Polydor did that."

Politicians
“Vice President Humphrey was

my first politician." [1966]

Endorsing Richard Nixon
“You can either try and get in-

side and have some influence, or

you can stay outside and be pure
and powerless. Either way you’re
going to get criticised, especially
if you’re a black spokesman."

— from James Brown: the God-
father of Soul
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SILVIO’S AUCTION
No. 29 ClosesOct 30

Send bids to Silvios, PO Box 25-078, Wellington. Tel (04) 857-450
BIDS

12”PICTURE DISCS
1. PRINCE If I Was Your Girifriend/Shockadelica. Ltd Edition.
2. KATE BUSH Interviews. Exc pics ofKate. biff to disccurrently available.
3 MEATLOAF Deadringer LP. Great artwork.

4. THE CURE Live In Holland 1980.Exc pic of Smith.
5. MADONNA Papa Don’t Preach plus 2. Nice picof Madonna.
6. MICHAELSCHENKER GROUP Assault Attack LP. Great pics.
7. WHITESNAKESaints And Sinners LP.Exc pics
8. GARY NUMAN This Is Love/Survival. Good pics of Gary.
9. QUEENA Kind Of Magic/Don’t Lose Your Head (Instr. Pic of band as tramps. . .

10
_

DE EP PURPLE In Rock LP. Includes poster of John Lord.
12” COLOURED VINYL

11. DEPECHEMODE Shake TheDisease (remix)/Flexible. Multicoloured vinyl.
1 2. RAMONES Road To Ruin LP. Yellow vinyl, US.
13. THE DAMNED Music For Pleasure LP.Blue vinyl, UK.
14. DEADKENNEDYS Fresh Fruit LP. White vinyl & great poster, US.
15. STRANGLERS Black & White LP. Black vinyl with whitevinyl bonus 7"EP.
16. THE WHO Who Are You LP.Red vinyl, Canadian.
IL.KStPi!? STONES Miss You/Far Away Eyes. Bright pink vinyl, Dutch.
OTHERLPS
18. SCORPIONS Fly ToThe Rainbow. Unreleased in NZ. 1974 sth LP, US.
19. JETHRO TULL Stand Up. Original G/Fold cover with stand up cut out, UK

20. FATS DOMINO Lets Play. Original NZ LP in exccond.
21. T REX Bolan's Zip Gun. Neat cover. 1974, UK.
22. THEBEATLES I Favlosi Beatles. Original Italian pressing, early material.'
23. SIMPLE MINDS Themes For Great Cities. Unreleased in NZ compilation 79-81.
24. GOLDEN EARRING Winter Harvest 1967 2nd LP.Original line up. Dutch.
25. RUSH Rush Through Time. Excellent Dutch compilation. .
26. ROLLING STONES Let It Bleed. US,Still sealed.
27. ROLLING STONES Get Yer Ya-Ya's Out. US,Still sealed.
OTHER 12”
28. RUSH New World Man, plus 3. Space shuttle pic.

• 29. THE JAM Absolute Beginners/Funeral Pyre, plus3. USwith nice P/S.
30. PETER GABRIELI Don’t Remember/Solsbury Hill,Kiss Of Life. Exc P/S, UK.
31. FINK FLOYD Not Now John (2 versions); plus The Hero's Return —

Parts 1 & 2. Part2 previously unreleased. Excellent P/S, UK 1 983.
SHAPED PICTURE DISCS
32. NEIL Hole In My Shoe. Worn sandshoe shape!
33. ALEXISAYLE Ullo John, Got A New Motor?. Alexi onaCortina bonnet.
34. SIMPLE MINDS Don't You Forget About Me. Logo shape.

SINGLES
35. U2 4Pac 11.4 Irish P/Sin plastic wallet, Ind. Fire, Gloria plus 6.
36. U2 Pride. Twinpack withG/Fold P/S. 4tracks, UK.
37. U2 Interviews Pic Disc. Good pic of Bono, Rec 1 983.
38. AC/DC Girts Got Rhythm plus 3. G/Fold P/S with great pic of Angus, UK.
39. JAPAN I Second That Emotion P/S, Red vinyl.
40. BAUHAUS The Passion Of Lovers. P/S UK.
41. CRAMPS Blind Vision EP. Potentate Of Love plus 3.P/S.
42. THE CURE Charlotte Sometimes/Splintered In Her Head. UKP/S.
43. KRAFTWERK Pocket Calculator/Dentau. Bright green vinyl & printed sleeve.
44. KISS-GENESIMMONS Radioactive/Wish Upon A Star, red vinyl. P/S US.
SPECIALITEM
45. KISS Comic. Marvel super special, 56 pages with bonus pull outposter. l

All colour, bios, info. Can Kiss savethe world? - I
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HERBS ARE TOURING NZ

OCTOBER & NOVEMBER

For bookingscontact Will ’llolahia,(09) 793-763
FAX (09) 393-127, Telex PDNZ 21674

T-SHIRTS
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|SIM I L I
PAULYOUNG I

U2 BOY

PRINCE ■
HAWAII FIVE-0

CLUB HAO I
_

12 METRE WORLD BEATER
ORCHESTRAL MANOEUVRES L___

STEVIE NICKS II

To order T-shirt, send sl2
(includes GST, postage & packing) to:

T-SHIRTS
P.O. BOX 6841

WELLESLEY ST
AUCKLAND
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