
Frosthbite and Cold Sweat
The Chills in Europe, Part 2 © By Russell Brown

Having battled Goths, the Damned, and a rampant flying nun at
the Milky Way (‘Dutch Courage and Dan Destiny,” April Rip it Up),
the Netherland dancing Chills reach Amsterdam... . :

Feb 23
A Day Off in Sin City

After a night in one of the expensive hotelsthat
the journalist has to sneak into with a sleeping
bag and consequently doesn't get breakfast at,
the tour party heads back to Amsterdam for a

day off. Unfortunately, its Monday and all the
museums are shut, so the chief remainingspec-
tacle is Amsterdam’s red light district. :

The vexed question of perceived sexism and
reasonable behaviour has already arisen and
been discussed at lengthon this tour, but the
heart of the city’s-institutionalised sex does have
to be seen first-hand. It being Monday, many of
the shopfrontwindows are curtained off, but as
many are open for business. -

In some, scantily-clad women preen and
mouth “‘come on in” to you as if you're the first
man they've thought worth smiling at all day,
while others just look bored. A fan who saw the
Milky Way gig recognises a couple of the band
and extends an invitation to a live sex show.

Thereare plenty of those. Plenty too, of shops

full of small, lurid books coveringevery sexual in-

clination short of bodily wounding, including
bestiality and“water sports and all kinds of
object-orifice interface. Many of the bookshops
also carry standard newspaper and magazines
for the locals.

The problem with the red light district is that
not a lot of people smile or are relaxed, which is
odd for this city. There are a lot of young to

middle-aged men shuffling down alleys together
basically.

On the fringes of the area there are a number
of head shops — those which specialise in drug
paraphernalia and ephemera. The largest, the
Old Man, carries a truly astonding range of can-
nabis consumption devices, from small pocket-
pipes and rainbow papers to towering tubular
bongs and ornate Eastern chillums. Down the
back it gets sleazier. In glass cabinets are an ar-

ray of devices for the measuring and consuption
of powderdrugs likecocaine — and even packets
of neutral white crystal to cut them with. The staff
look nervous. Dave Vanian comes in to look at
knives (they sell ornamental ones) as we leave.

Almost all hash cafes display notices forbid-

ding the sale orconsumption of hard drugs (rule
number two is “Aggression will not be tolerated”)
and so these are marketed furtively on the street.

Dealers obviouslyfeel it's worth the risk to come

to their potential consumers outsde the head
shops —and we're treated to a little spectacle
as we emerge. i :

A shifty, olive-skinned little man coaxes a

young male tourist down analley and we hear the
word “coke”” Aswe have a last look in the window,
there's activity of some kind down the alley and

the other shifty men and the tourist’s friends look
concerned. The young man has tried, purchas-
ed and been promptly busted by card-waving
plainclothes cops. : .

Locals begin to emerge from nearbyshops to
look and laugh. Laugh like hell, in fact. The police
are interestedin the dealer and eventuallysend

the young man on his way with a smacked bum
and a lighter wallet, his heart probably still doing
double time. Street rate for coke is said to be
about 150 guilders a gram, which puts it behind

Ecstasy, the now-outlawed designer psychedelic;
a tinking at the molecular level with 60s drug
MDA.

All this takes place in a relatively wide, bright
and busy street and is just absorbed into the

afternoon, which is the way Amsterdam is. But
it shows up what a turkey idea buying drugs in
the street is. Ifyou manage to avoid gettingrip-
ped off in some way (and if they can, they will)
you might get busted.

Back at the hotel, everyone rests up for a while.
Caroline declares her intent for an early night,
day off or no. She's been gettingrun down by the
touring bustle and needs a rest. Tall and strong-
ly built, she’s possessed of the kind of well-
rounded, solid sanity you often find in long-term
Wellingtonians. Ithelps them live there. At 28, she
wouldn't have been in the Chills had it not been
forthe fact that Martin admired her playing and
made it clear she was the drummer he wanted.
The tour has been an upheaval and she’s been
spending rather a lot on toll calls to her boyfriend,
Alan, who is scraping up the money to come to

England.
. A European tour is a pressure-cooker way for

roles to emerge in a new band, but thingsare set-
tling into a kind of order. Andrew Todd, for in-
stance, is the main musical collaborator with
Martin — because he's classically trained and

because his instruments, the synth and electric
piano, colour the sound of each song most (and
Chills songs are often about colour). It also
makesthings difficult for him and he worries over
it. Hed like a big samplerand a proper Vox organ
to play with. : ,

But it’s justgoing to take time to find the depth
in songs, he says: “With all Martin's songs.it’s like

getting a great big box of chocolates— it takes
a while to get around them all” The firstsongs

to come togetherhave been the rock 'n’ rollers,
more about the guitar and rhythm section and

he sometimes ends up looking estranged off to

the side of the stage behind his keyboards. One
senses that he'll come into his own in the studio.

In the end, everyone has dinner at a nice In-
donesian restaurant, but bar prices send the par-
tyingback, again, to the hotel room. A NZ dollar
buys roughly and guilder and the tour party have
to be careful. You too would choke ifyou walked
into the wrong sort of bar and were asked sl3
for a double vodka and tonic. At least a decent
hole is made in the beerbacklog — courtesythe
all-too-willing Brit indie band Stump, staying at
the Quentin too. They had some beer but they
drank it all, they explain. -

Oh, man ... the 70s are rising and walking
again. Hot Chocolate areTop Five in the UK
album charts and godawful 4/4 disco is coming
atcha from from Europe and Chicago ...the
sound ... : ’ i

But remember the way the early 70s looked?
The buildings? Doesn’t the sight of true 70s tack
give youa little tremble? Who could fail to be af-
fected by the naive wackiness of the original
perspex hemispheres and concrete sculptures of
Christchurch’s QE2 park complex? The prefab
kitsch of Auckland’s Downtown mall facade? The

spirit that put toytown houses with culverts for
window frames on the hills of Wellington?

- And so much of it in that misbegotten dark

purple, the least appealing of a number of tacky,
unappealing and, again, fundamentally naive

hues in vogue for up-to-the-minute building
decor. :

Ah, but it was a weird time. We were so

techno-naive we allowed ourselves to be convine-
ed that a stupid plastic cone with a gobstopper
in the bottom or useless plastic sticks that
twisted together into models were a ‘‘space
age,” ““70s” way to eat ice cream. There is no

space age way to eat ice cream. But what do peo-
ple use for towing-ball covers now you don’t get
it in those little plastic spheroids now?

But think for us, the ones who had to pubesce
into a mess, a political and cultural ice age. We
absorbed oil shocks, economic collapse, a young
Muldoon, Norm Kirk snuffing, a permanent
economic slide and a big hangoverfrom the 60s.
It must have been so confusing.

Feb 23
Doornroosje, Nijmegen

“We were doomed from the moment we left
the hotel,” tour manager Craig Taylorsighed later,
and he was dead right. ‘

Morning, outside the Quentin, and Martin's ex-

Martin Phillipps tries the ‘Sounds’ play-by-numbers technique.

e

-
‘

bueni est = " =
e

—
I——

e eie Sl Wt a P L .
”=

'
.S PECERe e erten e Lose P

ey

e Teee MLe e L oee

Tv ege
se

Ge e b

Bs lm e eL
Let Sl dasb osy

eee Le
TeleOe

-eoLo baae e ee L S‘iyShLRI DE s e Se 2 e Sar A

bees
0 S

e
SRR

e BeeGe See

Sg e
JELD e

]
g Lot SSt

StL G eeg
o P

oA eye onele eL

Beee
ss S i

g e
ST enle e ee pveee

BeYTS e owaneal] §oddoev o e eo

G eSIe e il eSI B L
00l eeBOoIRSetDl Dl

B
e e SR

OIS

o e
e i

Pione se e
STe e o ee ge eiRI e T

bee SeME L eg by otS L
S

L Li
i Y et0

e

b
Le —— . imoo e eL es

eo.etT
eeA% ;,.k.y;\\‘,‘:,;::t»k~v{“;".‘r~,-§§,i~;:’~.r?;ie ioue seSS R R SR

eee 2e
0s

e L

Be ARI-a0 ot aae. RS e casa!

T
T\flL ee e Rl s e

N
Gl

o e
e e e e SAR

e
Beet 2L e e e Felle eBR o g eS ee SOe g Cantd et

oe s SRRtL LS

eL il
Dol

e s gAARe eR
S }

:“i‘sDsG ee SR S

ee
- R RSSeRbR

RRe RS e RsBN

TS=
S s

YB
ob

Se T
e Re

e

s bSIA/‘jw‘:\ae
SR eS

e
BR eSR

RS
Ry ee eG B R

HEeaee ? e qo’(wz",;\‘afs,&fi*”xm’“%”’%ié‘ig%%w%“\*“ -

Soniemaiay
Loy)R

S S
\\‘*\\?”*“. .

e

Ssomae
e

Eeße
eAe

e

SL

T

eee DA

ießslSR e S SSR RR z@--fi;\-.m(»-‘ RSB

og
R

eR
L

Bete
eee

RFraawaan s

{/'
ieel

e [(ERdeteSaSS R TRIe
S

B asammae sG
Stg

R Sg
e e e fea

et e e
SRSI

L ee
L

e

~Eisoaaaagat
S

e
R e e

RAs

Bty
s Sk R

seG-

e.

e

A
Ly

t:'w:fi;&.;:e;-—,x‘sffzs._‘:534:::-:2-';?-:-"».3:-%?TR nRe

Re
R

S

SRR R

e
seR ;:r.-A\-":».;::-;.-:g;;:;-.-:-;x:;:.;,_;_:;:/_.::;-,,;.:<,.;~.-,__:_-,::v';;.-,::i;ti:%-‘ifi*i'ii

A

.
P

4:; L e
ANe

oo
£Se

Ty

-PR ee) Ll e eee Eee
e

|
B

TRNeRS
Nel e e ok

%\*’ .o
-

BedS
ST

X 6 S e R
eiL

580 SR 2 eSLSessoan

ee
e

L Te ‘é‘i‘ TR SR
SRS ERETSSRRSGe %

‘35;:%555;;\;;;;;:3:;_::_A il
e

eese.-j{‘;:_f_':.g’;;-fg_.;;‘_':I;;g:’:“;:?i?-.:-‘-""-
8

SRR

eoSe B REbRs e e e
e ‘;e

de » G
es ~< e E| .-5:2555"-5'5.;_'::55555-’5555»:5:‘-:5:5

iL.=oo%S e SRe s e

o
St

el

eT§ sSR -':'::f"{‘%?eLo
Gan i o

il e
Lo e

TNB
AR

o Se.
L

eoA% eA
SRR

5

B Rt
e

RIS

eNPBeeS R
oB

el
SemeS

3SR
Re

Le

sol
SRS

PS
Pe eo

R

R
S SRYO

gEEa S
BBE .

-
-

oRSko
itPGS

I SroRERoielS
s oimsl G

.

\;&%&éf

o

i

@i‘z
e B : ,;“33‘

B S

SLaEa ) 00l Boey sPe _:s:;:l‘2:3;;>s."""€a‘~'}b‘§§{
e

.

wOOSR
g S

SRS
&R

ee es f

s

SeesesAb
e

’2%'
N

- o
\:”

et
o
ePeee

S;SR

|
3

B eo eFoocdvoalRl eSe
-

o

v A\?\v{\;@/\4 ;-;.~_;f:?»:,
eale

i:j-,»;;v;;mi_f:‘&oIse eR
e

P o

gLot RSTpLRATSRS
e eLS se R EEatR e AA S

BL _:3:;:;5:5:3:;:5::-*'4:%7“5o
e

BhAEESepe R ]Bey eeee iLti-;;fi&;,;{:;ta?}ffiy R e

R

bl
So T e e

S

e...g
eans BeainE LRe

k.
R

B
E oe

L%::%
.

Roe ee
- oeRe S

eRSo PR 2

-. SN SR Ry i
e ;se

Re e )e SRS

Re

eYeT

rotosiiiees
eE

GSeomas

-LStL
eSe e 3 m‘i SR

gy

Be eSI
s

4L

=
-£e

Uit e LR
s eSaaoTe

e
..

-o

Se
see

R R SRR SRSRS

RPB SR

eeR

ee Te R FroSivaeßs

.o .eeSl
G e

Btee %39%;;’- SESRS RN Ri

Ne GRSIR
e

L-S s

sLBe
see ee eg A,Qg&\;‘z<§’ "‘,,‘?g,fi’\?{;%&.‘,g:&‘\‘%

e
e

...wo\;S

oA , ee %&a@o@'\‘%””@“’%

. e

eeRB L AT e e
BGRR eAe N

Coee ie£ ,_,_-;;:'g-;-,j‘-.‘;;g;;;;-\:;;?\_%;-:;_:;\Rl
oL ee e %fiifi%&gfi};‘,%&\g

&.9
Lo
ie Pee S e%fi%‘*%fi“‘%fi@%&‘

N eSe
osodi

eAe SSRR eRS S R Re
R

eTSR

R fonsEeseeOe
Se.

e

TSR e ee eLo

Le
N -A;:__,%"-ff::‘:'.—:»:;f:f:';‘?:‘.‘k?&f?.-‘.'3:-‘:-'2?553':»5'53‘1Re e RN SR Py NQ%z:;“,\\%3*

:
B 4 TR

R \::‘3';3"»flf:f-f:-ff‘l”f?’-zl"SRy s SRSO SRkoo eySS ES AL SRS SRR f\‘}a‘\=

.

.L
R

SeL

eePSRe e3 ORSOeTR e

BEE ee o~3%“:s»::s:.-::ft-::s.rsL e\@@s@;@%fig.
SR

TR e

e ie
NeSIOINGTRS S R T Dl eReTRNBN R R

2

O
R

ASe' .
.

- EIRE Rißo RT e SRSS VA 4.:v_s;’)}'»"’.:l‘":\;l334_?::_'.u«.\";::':Ll';.i',"[f,;,».-'»"v-,:;»,:‘ BECE RSDl‘Slj§,l}:'3:l_2'-:::4.’;\':33;,‘&;.;:SR z“'w!}x\ SRDRSS

Bb go

Ge

seSt.
e ]3 ;'-"-=-\-ff:;:;,:»&rf:;:}?é;:;acr.;é:;.;s TRI

ot G
v,'\"_‘2:'s2:s4\(,'{l_l:s‘;._;_:<"-';:>f?:'f:§;‘;","f?.?"o?l‘".'\'E'—.i,\';;-‘:‘li;{:"&&""‘.‘.‘Q'

e
S oFeegBS s

oA
Seal

sB2R RSSOy ROAES DR eßleee

e
B

S RR
N&%S

U

siel Roa e e *“’s3&{M’:TS

RO
S ’“&fVR Leeels RO SR RR e S

Ta e

Be gade oA’\S S s
R SR ilP

o-fi&"fi:" -;
Sel esoe

e-
\,vfi‘

Rl SoG oB;
eA

L
SRR

e .::fl-;:,-s-:::i&\vs:‘:,gi:"’rs:"§:"8eele
.

<

eeyeeD e.sRRe eSRSTR e

oarai R

i%\ymsmx«
LS i -:-‘;::g;a:‘S

Re

Bb%
Ry !x:.;:v&-t:-:-':::::.‘.::t::‘-:;s::fi:.'c.’(-,f.’.’fé:;%:f::’s‘.’-‘.-&;:.ffi«:~'-»':=:--::>:':«:':-‘:f:‘ia\’-fv%véc\g'xm}"&v’{&ee

Be 0

oe
S eey

m"-::\i“.""z'.“}
0=e

. s\\\«\"i‘&mSR S
ch%é\k‘xfifi‘*(“"‘em‘\““ :ee i‘a’@“”‘&,é&S ed‘}”v'“s“*“%""*fi\%‘yg

SN e TEHG.

Se ieR TrevctesetTReRG

-I R NS
e

R R

R eS
SoE
eo¢

b
VoA

eSR

e
B eT

S eoesL

b‘x4[T Sy
eST ee

ey

RERE G e i EIEH\ e e ‘ 7
el ik i eSRS

eo f: Sk
P kll

sse

Aes nse
itiMMe we S eomet) 3 r‘ fe

es ee

s es
cea s e e esooLT T e D g e ]

P e0
ee

e L

eevo ee Selabl SeSl e eo]

B SEloo E ee

s s eeGaaEs s L
]

buaselsTeLR Coar eAR ee e SRR S R Sy -
oo ee e

e
se

S

B
oo

eiGl g,
A cassingleL e GoiltlisaigoPe

Y
Le eßy %(G2]SSI IIJ e' ss B s ]

Bte S gs T e ek ey
Seo

T
cifn ev

e et ePatd T R

e eeb
eee seiag e ]

Be Do SnseR
ee Fa s

b
eee AR

SRS e e eRR
ARIs e

s e ee
e

oeeyeRN‘;‘42—;lra;f":e,»;;{:?a‘.'A esß SR BRSO e
G eS Se D BS e ey

B eL
Ley eR SetELBRleSlS B

e

Pl Uil St Ana s LElanoHLl
Gelese ebLSa eSR Paae Y

e eL Rl R L

e se
eee Se e e evy

0
seo e

L

e
L ee eR e

e ]

e e s
eReR go s RS e STatmeed

Daaaaei Le
oe e ]

ey

en eee ei

e be eL
shaelit il

laeai
=

f
Eev o ssL Lee

]

e sRe eR
es e

STs sl elneLe T
petin Rl

eLeyeevek ee
N set sBl e e S o

i s
oe M U e e e S eSIS R

Se
eee e

Cemis o
s ]

e
s eee

e ]

e
Tt n s e

i

R anaaE eDolGeelbl B R eeG e

beegeseoe ne A e

L ieo. eAR eEre WieostsSeeey

L veTene e Ae ege

b Lee e Se eelDl bßtkel
e

E vgfi3;;‘,;3:«;j_fj;:_—.;:\':;Ly;\\.fri;;f‘;;:gg“_fi;’-"fii;.‘%}.'f!-’ji‘- (‘()
Bl iL e i

e e.e ()NI SB L e
e

ee Setendee
(8 Le e

Bes

Lbse SE e
ee N ) a2

eg .

o <« ,etUNRELEASED MATER
e Lee

etyoAel@’N YL )SN [ERIAL
se se

B
eeL

e D froard

£[\/ P

Nt- egt

e

s eYo dRNTURN RePR e
TORT B Sisiondn obst

Se e AL .

oy ey
i TT T T & v . e S RRR RP oSe sR i

oeRe

e
]

eB e

b ee L i e £ 1

e s eee b
Sb R d e eee e e ee e ee os e B
beslD eSR eT sBesTTleSes ee e eee e es B
iel s e e se se eBle eeB

eli isl RRs e eelR s sSeseSBbR B e eS et B
LReTsvl si es Ble s sil|Seliae edARi el sS sSeesSRe eee A e es De eS beUl B
iieePl R DsGi ee eSalvis ei R

e

T
e G

SAe s eT Se eilSlS e e e ss B ey
- o e

o woVAL

00l e e e T eR Be RR eoR e G eL D B

0 es s e so e ese es e e She ee ;
StttR e e seDR s eP S eeteseS I eB Sl seS TR DT gl m e e 3

bJGG o L e ese e ee se L se e eo ]

e el SRR Le ee e D e e e e A
wmanaae ke S R e e

e B eR R eeSkSRDRSRebePeeeee ee ee e
SR e see e

sESnEeR s Baa CR R S S Sl ee eoS eRL e e e e
flges eli siD s esR eee L e s R

e eesee s e e seeeto
eet ieei e Lee ee s e B
eG eeLs R e el ee seeels sel B
ooSemviaaieoU aaaeilee s L eeeb eeee Te eB
,{fu}j‘{i‘::‘?"?«"'\i,? L[4‘A s ~‘,T,LE_‘,"”;!:‘«,L*:‘,JL‘!‘(‘J{V\\ ';:fiy' j,'*‘,;= I‘:,:",_ ",-L,:;“:/} SRRy ’a Lghe BE\}{g s eason ,":‘".‘s“:{;" B

A eeee eLee e eeg B
Lle s Bl e PG e e es es e ses e A b
eeeD Te eAe ie e e eeieeeLoe e G
sls ee e ss eebse es e e s e e |

Floi B sRRU TR RRe eet e S ettt S i sDR G NSiR W Rs e e ee eee eS B
bes bt e i nas i rtn eae ss e eDls eSR e ReUtss o S e D B eee e s sl )
eRB o e e AAL I eRse

e

R e e gesbennny R
hee sL ests eeo A b

sa L i e aeeelPls se eel s eg|l\Ss RVe sS eDteslseeeyl B
st SesTS eeTe e eets raa s BShSeen stBes st ekG piD e Dbls is e eeele i e eel ets i eVR Be s eeeeiL ea si
eeesS e e ee es eee e s

Fiianietchonniotol'ee s eLee eee eD B
eile e s e s se ee‘ e, Tl R eLe R

Le e e]
e ieS §T e T e be e pi e 6o B
hae o e L e ey bse g 5 el

enel e e N il E
i S i ot IV e iy s Bty El Sy

A i 2%aßßy L - LAY e V for00l e PQe St tV4L 1kiy%ey% s o§‘>y eéé/ &ol & T & BYR Pt eek g
LR e s StS i et 2 i §oo

s

e Sy SRB e Pt & eeol€ g3k

ege 7,;’
y% oS% oD ol do s& 5 £ Q oB

e TR O 0 - PN AR L Ay Plet saey QASR T D G ranans o et
e i

giY oe& fe ‘s’o Ao&g b g e L

i geGP S s ee e TS(e e ok eeß 8 @ se eypeen ey S § £go eee o % £= % £ . ye gl

il g :i;‘}';{—-i«’w‘,‘»e’o ) e‘»&gyg'% £P, Se R e e geL lSiaas s gdo oNP Q SE RO., eg

e 0 Y ilStea T T e
SU i tave O SEIP A B v j,gv fo o el es o i

Ry TT b TRN A R ekt % % E & 5Bo S MU S PRI GOW S 3 ol HEC DT eoo e S P S S
2%

. -
SRSR Ret RSAR o # PR el eA RO 2 W 00l e Rt PR g
R eP‘jBl e% ootaana Susy see G egy PSR s il b
BP jTPI e e e e Oe T e I R
kL. 0940 ee s e g eglo B

e A NGyt AR Sl ) e R e KA e s Y LSB SeLA e i eLieS Lto eol B
ooAt

ol
ee

Wl
eLeess Y

o eyl - i ’e Peaaeil aeeDedie e e st
c

e eeee sSel s e soo B -L D T ee ee sgeo eel B
gLY e eYe e se

goGI s eSe gD sy vel e eviv S b

eoyle .Yv
]

ponaesS il oasea e s s ee GeOe et e es s SR
et LR ge eTR ee RR

ss iR S Tev EaRNE SRt g o peddun iy R B
ST SRR T AR A A N Bok Fr ele P eRgl e e Easty

g e Sile i e fe A R
s e PTRRia R e S s e S G L e U e s e ) ey B eR R e R Ten b e s g M i ih %

Vo e g eellel eSR NB TDReB RLR Bo e g e el LoRl Bel isl ei S B
bTR e eteM esis ee s eA Y
Ls ee e ee eee eeo

TR

o AV /2 A i A Qe R a2 a ko o 5 1l
E- 80 VICTORIAPt WEST PH.799-975 111 ||
LD et NlT s At Els .AL \S chd AF AR LR IS e L LRI
ee s ele e eB S e

D

e N eY LTYO e el DT TR

Re e eSeM R eG e eB el R ss s ee eL B
Sl et se ie S ee iiB ee R e Leie RGO s eel B

12 Rip It Up / May 1987

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14


