
Video
Raging Bull
(Warner Home Video) '

Boxing becomes the perfect
metaphor for life in Scorsese’s bru-
tal adaptation of middleweight
champ Jake La Mottass life, basical-
ly a portrait of an artist as a fat
fuck. De Niro plays La Motta as a
senseless animal, in the ring a
lithe killing machine, shotby Scor-
sese in a mixture of poetic im-

agery and newreel realism. When
he is fighting, the soundtrack
blares out animal noises and the
punches sound like gunshots —

simplythe rawest and truest cine-
ma ever conceived.

De Niro won the Academy
Award forhis performance,having
to put on so much weight and
then take itoff, italmostkilled him.
He is perfect as La Motta, and

brings chills when performing the
down and out boxer attempting to
rescue his existence by doing
standup comedy and speeches
from Shakespeare. The last scene
is scary, La Motta mumbling the
monologue from On the Water-
front — “l coulda been a con-

tender” he says, looking at his
crumbling image in the mirror.

One of the most important films

ever made. Don’t miss it.
Kerry Buchanan ‘

Hannah and Her Sisters

(RCA/Columbia/Hoyts) ;
Woody Allen proves his auteur

status once and for all with this
touching study ofthree sisters and
surrounding family. Some people
love Allen, and others find his Jew-
ish intellectual focus hard to take.
He moves from the pretentious
(Interiors) to the bourgeois (Purple
Rose ofCairo)and then makesthis
wonderfully mature piece ofwork.

Self-consciously arty, with in-

terior dialogue, obtruse quotes
and once again a Bergman stylis-
tic look. But also very human, with

Michael Caine playing the role of,
his life, and all the women incredi-
ble, especially Mia Farrow. The
soundtrack is a joy, with the main
theme being ‘Bewitched,
Bothered and Bewildered; com-

menting on the characters’
strange games.

Woody Allen is great as the
hypochondriac Mickey, who turns

a small sperm count into a brain

tumour within a couple of frames.
Also the desireto change religions
is real funny, a Jew becoming a

Catholic already!
Beautiful, poetic, funny, intelli-

gent, and just too good to miss.
Kerry Buchanan

The Passenger (Warner Home
Video)

Wow, just love these art flicks,
real intense camera moving real
slow (I mean real slow) and not a

word spoken. Jack Nicholson look-
ing lostas a TV reporter changing
his world for that ofa gun runner
— a passengerinsomeone else’s
life. Also featuring Maria Schneid-
er from Last Tango, who also
sleepwalks through the film.

Directed by Michelangelo An-
tonioni who made Zabriskie Point
about furniture blowing up. Writ-
ten by Peter Wollen, film intellec-
tual and author of Signs and
Meaning in Cinema, but if this is
anything to go by, can't write a

good film script to save himself.
Swollen and pathetic attempt to

get some moneyfrom art lovers—

hardly any sex or violence in evi-
dence, so it won't grab the real
cinema fans, but maybe if you like
long shots ofArabs in the desert,
this is your sort offlick.
Kerry Buchanan et

Absolute Beginners (Virgin)
Absolute trash. Directed by me-

dia brat and wunderkind Julian

Temple with as much care and in-

telligence as a pestexterminator.
The birth of the teenager set
against Britain's new world ofcon-
fusion and defeat, thenew capital-
ism with all its joys, take racism for

example. :
But there has to be a way out —

let's dance!

And dance they do, flinging
their bodies like so many com-
modity heat-seeking missiles.

Bright young things like Patsy Ken-

sit, with cheeks sucked in like
Bardot, and an acting style like a

goldfish. There are a few bright
bits, the slimy homosexual Henley
of Mayfair, played by James Fox;
the MclLuhanesque ad man,

played by Bowie. And the cameos

ofreal 60s people like Mandy Rice
Davies and Sandie Shaw.

Clean like a soap commercial
and about as empty. Pity,because
it could have been good, but it
ends up looking like a British West
Side Story without any good
music.

Kerry Buchanan

Ozzy Osbourne
Bark at the Moon Live
(Polygram)
Eighty minutes from 1984 of the
master himself live in concert per-
forming the best ofhis Barkat the

Moon material, early classics like
‘Revelation’ and ‘Mr Crowley; plus
his well-known Black Sabbath
tunes ‘lron Man’ and ‘Paranoid’

Ozzy stalks the stage like a

crazed wildcat, descending the

huge gothic staircase, punching
peace signs into the air and gener-
ally making sure everyone's having
a real good time. He creates an

awesome atmosphere over the
audience, and of course all the
while singing in his unique Ozzy
style. Other highlights are Tommy
Aldridge’s drumming and Juke E

Lee's devastating guitar solo in

‘Suicide Solution. Well worth buy-
ing and essential viewing for
everyone into Ozzy.
Geoff Dunn

Saxon, Live (Polygram)
Full-on metal from Biffand the

Boys that doesn't let up for the
whole hour of playing time. Ifyou
don't know what a Saxon concert
would be like, this video sure lets
you know as they power through
‘The Eagle Has Landed’ to ‘Wheels
of Steel, faithfully aided by their
large backline of Marshall stacks.

Live and loud! _ GD
Venom Live — the Seventh

Date of Hell (Polygram)
~ Watch as the self-named Man-
tas, Cronos and Abaddon possess

your TV and issue forththeir noise
of demonic black metal. What Ven-
om lack in musical talent, they
compensatefor with lots ofreally
evil lyricsand various ways to des-

troy their instruments. Definitely
an acquired bad taste. GD

Fab Four: the Beatles (Liberty)
Australian rock magpie Glenn A

Baker collects millions of feet of

Beatle film, newsreel and video
footage, much of it worthless and
unwatchable. He chops it up into
a million pieces, throws into the air,
and gluesthem together random-
ly, with bootleg qualitymusic and
hyperbolic narration on top. Pads
it out to two hours with rapid-fire
collage ofBeatle images. Ofmost
interest: John’s sideburns at Shea
Stadium and a promo clip for A
HardDay's Night. Avoid this at all
costs; hire The Compleat Beatles
instead. CB

Singles Bar
The Cult
Love Removal Machine

(Beggar's Banquet
double 7” & 12”)

“Babe-y ba-ba-ba-by Boogie!”
Best thing Led Zep has done for
years ... But no it’s the goth boys
the Cult, who, along with Zodiac
Mindwarp, have discovered Step-
penwolf and are ready tokick ass.

| love it, AC-DC, Led Zep and the
Stones’ ‘Start Me Up' riff rolled
around in a gigantic wall ofguitar
noise. This is Rick Rubin’s work of
genius, and a real sonic attack.

The Johnnys
Elvisly Yours (Mushroom 77)

~ Great cover, with the boys in
late-period King attire waving sin-
cerely and faithfully. A funny
homage to a great man from the
boys with the big beat— “Take me
to the edge of reality tonight be-
cause I'm Elvisly yours”
Prince

Sign of the Times (WEA 12”)
A harsh piece of social com-

ment set to an immaculate back-
ing track. Prince tackles
everything from Aidsand crack to
the crisisof confidence in this siz-
zling 12" Taken from the new dou-
ble album thatsounds like hisbest
work since 1999.
J M Silk )
i Can’t Turn Around (RCA 12”)

Okay, I've made my mind up,
house music is boring retro

mid-70s gay disco dressed up in
new clothes,but with the same old
beat. Here's four versions of the

same song, with the Houseof Trix
mix being the most interesting.
Beastie Boys
‘(You Gotta) Fight For Your
Right (To Party!)’ (CBS 7”)

“Living at home is such a drag,
now your mom threw away your
best porno mags ..” Wow, | love
teen rebellion songs, this is right
up there with Twisted Sister's
‘Can't Stop Rock & Roll! The
Beasties in an all out metal sin-
galong, with AC/DC riffs and the
guy from Slayer on guitar. An an-
them to really believe in.
The Smiths

‘Shoplifters of the World Unite’

(Rough Trade 7”) :
Another great pop song, that

sounds like the Moody Blues, but
without theflutes and stuff.Once
again, lots of agonised self-

analysis and pleas for human
compassion. The sort ofthing you
see your psychiatristabout.
Hoodoo Gurus : :

‘What’s My Scene’ (Bigtime 7”)
- The Paul Hogans of rock; in the

sense of taking Australian rock

and roll into the heart ofAmerica.
This one’s doingvery well in theUS
of A at the moment, and it sure
deserves it, with typical Hoodoo
melody touches and a great rous-

ing feel to it.

Mel & Kim
‘Showing Out’ (Festival 12”)

Ifyou hang out at night clubs,
this would have been pounding
out. Nice mixture of house
rhythms and the girlswith an

almost Chic style of vocals. This
one's real cute. Funky and a lotof
fun.

Kerry Buchanan
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@Yol 808 GELDOF'SBEST SELLING

V@ ißlelE] STORY NOW IN PAPERBACK

|e g From his schooldays in

¥o |||Dublintothe triumph ofLive
. Aid, Bob Geldof tells his

B own story in a style that's as

-WLraw and outspoken asit is
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AND ROLL TELLS ALL

7-The story of a womanwho "
_ achieved the impossibleWO

legends in in her own lifetime — Mylifs;,,SECHRR
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