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It was around this time last year
that Husker Du's Candle Apple
Grey and the Go Between'’s Liberty
Belle enriched a fairly desolate
start to 1986. With hardly any

warning this double album has

been released into a local environ-
ment still awaiting some of last

year's crucial records, such as

Costello's and Shinehead’s, to

name but two. x
But never mind the complaints,

here's Warehouse, 20 songs and

stories that are bound to be

amongst the best of 'B7. While
most bands sweat to knock to-

gether a half-way decent album a

year, Husker Du have redefined
the meaning of prolific with two

double albums, three single long
players and a host of singles and
EPs in four years. And although
quantity sure doesn't denote qual-
ity, in their case the two have been

virtually inseparable. ;
_ With its spread of ideas, their
last double, 1984's Zen Arcade did
for hardcore what the Beatles’
White Album did for pop. Last Sep-
tember in RIU Bob Mould hinted
that the band wanted to improve
on Zen Arcade if they could find
the time, and Warehouse sounds

like that improvement. .
- On Candy Apple Grey Mould

had found the confidence to get
out from behind the decibels to

use acoustic guitar on ‘Too Far

Down’ and ‘Hardly Getting Over It;

and everybody expected that

facet of the band to be further de-

veloped on theirnext record. But

Warehouse has opted for a unity
and uniformity of sound; the vari-

ety is to be found within thethree-
piece electrical storm that’s

whipped up at different levels by
Mould’s electric guitar.

With theexception of Hart’s ‘You
Can Live at Home, which is the

densest, least assessible thing on

the album, the writing differences
between Grant Hart and Bob
Mould still hold true. So on the

rockabilly ‘Actual Condition, the

folkie ‘She Floated Away’ and on

riffs like ‘Too Much Spice’ and
‘Back From Somewhere’ Hart con-

tinues to be the more whimsical,
pop presence in Husker Du but
he's still no lightweight.

Yet it's Mould’s festering genius
that makes this band so brilliant.
On side one ‘These Important
Years' and ‘lce Cold Ice’ are right
up there with past monuments like
‘Celebrated Summer’ and ‘Private
Plane’ On ‘Could You Be the One?,
‘Standing in the Rain, ‘Turn It
Around’ and ‘lt's Not Peculiar’ his

pessimism of love and his Beatles'

influences come to the fore. And
if you want philosophy then ‘Vi-

sionary’ and the masochistic ‘Bed
of Nails’ offer clues to the Mould
psyche. :

As do the liner notes on one of
the lyric sleeves where the band
advise that “revolution begins at

home, preferably in the bathroom
mirror” This sort of honesty and

self-awareness coupled with their
raw feel for what makes great rock
and roll have made Husker Du un-

touchable. Warehouse is a great
collection of songs, and in case

you haven'tnoticed this has been
a rave review.

George Kay

Prince
Sign of the Times
Paisley Park :

His Badness is back, with a lit-
tle bit of everything foreverybody.
Sign of the Times is a double al-
bum of 16 songs, reputedly
gleaned from the several album’s
worth he delivered to the record

company. That dubious story is
certainly supported by the diverse

styles of the songs. There are
shades of Cameo (the nerdy 'lf |
Was Your Girl’), house-style
bump'ngrind (‘Hot Thing’), slam-
dunk funk (U Got That Look),
woozy Hendrix ('Sign ofthe Times)
and heaven knows what else. The
morality ranges from Controversy-
type flirtation ('lf | Was Your Girl-
friend’) to marital crooning
(‘Forever in My Life’) and the musi-
cal arrangement could be a full
band or just a simple drumbeat.

Clever little Princey! He's
produced, arranged, composed

and performed the whole thing
himself, with the exception of

some tambourines and backing
vocals. And he's so smug about
the whole thing that his name

doesn't even appear on the front

cover — take that, Michael Jack-
son. In fact, wave this album in

front of the whole world and go
nyah, nyah, nyah. The puppy-faced
wimp who clogged your screens
for ‘I Wanna Be Your Lover’ is flex-

ing his muscles. :
The variety makes it hard to

sum up the album. Experiments
keep it loose and fun (‘The Ballad
of Dorothy Parker, ‘Starfish and
Coffee’) while other songs sound

familiar enough to be taken from
the Revolution’s warm-up list (‘U
Gotthe Look’ and ‘Play in the Sun-

shine’). Between the odd average
moment are ‘lt; ‘Forever in My Life’
and the title track, all history in the

making. :
And available on local release,

even. Four sides of claustrophobic
brilliance, too good to be true, and
a cover that's filled with fab

fashion hints (apricot rabbi chic?).
A showcase of 80s music; the
only thing we now have to decide
is if he's pushing it forward or sum-

ming it up. Probably both. Is there
anything he doesn't do?
Chad Taylor.

Cameo
Word Up
Mercury

Recently on thatBritish institu-

tion-Top of the Pops Larry Black-
mon had to filmed from the waist

up, a la Elvis. We can't have this

black shaking his money maker
into the faces ofthe innocent, now

can we? 5

Cameo have been shaking it to
make it for years, a mixture of sly
southern funk, smart B-boy cut-

ups and traditional hard P-funk of

the Mothership Connection
school.

‘Word Up' is the new model. Fol-
lowing the success of ‘She's
Strange’ and ‘Single Life' the band
has followed this form ofminimal-
ism — great skank rhythm lines,
synth lines that sound like Morri-
cone’s Western themes, rock gui-
tar and Blackmon’s semi-spoken
vocals. Very smooth and very
modern.

This is their bestand most con-

sistent album to date, from the
rock and roll of the title track, the
nice balladry of ‘Don’t Be Lonely’
to the soul boy heaven of ‘Candy!
Now there's a nice, piece of funk,
soft, stickyand wet.

Like all good black groups
Cameo give thanks to God on the
album sleeve, but this is the sort
of album that smells more of sex

and sweat than the sweet breath
of angels.
KerryBuchanan

Husker Du: Greg Norton, Grant Hart, Bob Mould. Prince
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RECORD AUCTION No. 2
Auction Closes 28 April

MAKE BIDS GST INCLUSIVE 'g:; m
1. JOHN LENNON - This Is Not Here, W/Yoko, Ex e df
2. PINK FLOYD — The Abdabs — Live.at Oakland (3LP set, gatefold) EX 50
3. ROLLING STONES - Live from Albert Hall ‘74 (2LP set) EX 40 '
4. VENOM - The Way Of The Tiger (Hammersmith 2LP} EX 40
5. DAVID BOWIE - Changes Three EX 30
6. DIRE STRAITS — Live In Japan EX 30
7. BLACK SABBATH -Live at Last (W. Germany) EX 15
8. JEFF BECK & THE YARDBIRDS - I Ain't Done No Wrong (AUS) EX 15
9. CONCERT FOR BANGLADESH (3LP Box set, book) EX 0 |
10. U - Sunday Bloody Sunday 12 + U.S. Remixes (W. Germany) EX 12
12" PICTURE DISCS

11. ACIDC - Interview Disc, Limited edition ; 20
12. ROLLING STONES - Precious Stones, Interview Disc 12
13. OZZY OSBOURNE - Live Mr Crowley. All Live EP, Limited edition 20
14. VENOM - The Official Bootleg LP 25
15. MARC BOLAN & T-REX —

Across the Airwaves LP 20
16. YARDBIRDS - Afternoon Tea, Interview Disc 5 20 .
17. BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN — The Boss Was Born LP, Numbered Edition 25
18. NEW ORDER - Interview Disc, Limited edition : 2000
19. MARILLION — Heart of Lothian 12 - 15
20. GRACE JONES - Pull Up To The Bumper 12” 15
21. CAPTAIN BEEFHEART — Top Secret LP . S 15

SHAPES 2

22. DAVID BOWIE — Underground 15
23. ROLLING STONES - Brown Sugar (Jeans) 15

24. HAWKWIND - Silver Machine (Motorcycle) 20

25. DAVID BOWIE — Absolute Beginners (Limited Edition, Square) 20
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Filin& postthisad,orfor Auction Cataloguesend S.AE. to

RECORD ROUNDABOUT, PO BOX 279, TAURANGA. Phone (075) 82-564.
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
~ Any musical instrument or accessory, whether

advertised in this paper or not, we will make

available at a better price ... AS WELL AS offering
the solid reliable after sale service for which we are

- well known.

It's a competitive world, and Mainline Music is -
able to take on all newcomers! - :

So, the message is, DON'T BUY that next musical

instrument or gear without doing yourself a favour
and talking to Mark, Allan, Ross, or Roger first.

" We can also offer versatile payment plans and full
trade-in service.

D'
...

AND FINALLY
Present this ad and collect a FREE Guitar Player,

* Frets, or Keyboard Player magazine with every
purchase over S6O. :

. ® ® ®ainlineMusic
42 TAHAROTO RD. (Next to Power Board.) Ph. 492-285, 495-919

ALSO AT MANUKAU CITY CENTRE, Ph. 278-6567

PARKING AT THE DOOR

Rip It Up / April 198722


