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Slayer
Reign of Blood

Def Jam
Slayer’s Reign of Blood, their

third album and first with Def Jam,
is a smash hit in the US, and a

purists example ofspeed metal; a

less-than-subtle blend ofproducer
Rick (Run DMC, Beasties) Rubin’s

minimalist production and Slayer’s
enraged, mouth foaming, blood

spurting death throwdown.

With every track running at

about two minutes and bearing a

remarkable resemblance to the
last track, Reign ofBlood is more

likely to appeal to your would-be
Charles Manson, bloodloving cro-

magnon men or nearly dead, still-

twitching sort of people, rather

than someone who thinks LL Cool
J is cute.

Rock and roll still rules, but Man-

tronix is getting all the column

inches in the now desperate Brit-
ish rock press, who have been
flogging hip-hop to death forthe

past year. Mantronix’s second al-
bum isvery popular in the UK, and

butfor MC Tee’scontribution, it is

an excellent progression on the
debut album of last year.

Mantronik, the DJ of the duo,
has proved himself a more-than-

capable producer for NY label

Sleeping Bag Records, and his ex-
cursions with Joyce Sims and

Nocera, both available on import
here, have been great. The move

from the rock beats of Def Jam to

something closer to a Latin/Jamai-
can fusion adds some new life to
the form, making Mantronix the
beatbox equivalent of a jazz drum-

mer, and a trial and error producer
whose work is meticulous in the
extreme.

Utilising swing band cut-ups on

‘Big Band B-Boy’ which owes more
to Spike Jones than to Duke Elling-
ton, Mantronik approaches his

finest 10 minutes, and ‘Listen to

the Bass ofGet Stupid Fresh Part
ll’ in which he plagiarises himself,
is a quirky, weird little thing which
out-arts Art of Noise. MC Tee, a

rapper who doesn’t deserve a
record contract, shouldn’t even
rate a mention, but for some
rather naive singing on ‘Scream,’
where he eventually acquits him-
self for his laconic, uninspiring
performances to date.
‘Music Madness’ isa good and re-

cent view of New York hip-hop, and
one thatkeeps the medium fresh
in spite ofthefactthe music is ap-
proaching its 10 years with all

speed. Really, it’s about time we

saw some of this stuff live out

here. Get this record in the
meantime.
Peter Grace ’

Aretha Franklin
Amazing Grace
Atlantic

It’s 1972 and Aretha returns to

the church to regain strength and
find solace in the rock ofages. As
she confided to Mahalia Jackson,
"To tell Jesus I cannot bear these
burdens alone.”

To many, the splendid and

sacred are like two rivers that
should never, cross, the lure of

mammon and flesh has taken a

few down the wrong river into the

pop world. The most famouswas

Sam Cooke, who left the Soul Stir-

rers to stir something else, and

never retained his church au-

dience "Get that blues singer
down," they shouted at him.

But Aretha, Lady Soul, was re-
named Sister 'Ree at the New
Temple Missionary Baptist Church

on South Broadway. They wel-
comed her with open arms and

responded with joyful “Amen"s at
her melismatic gospel power. As
the Reverend C L Franklin re-

marks, you want to know the

truth, she has never left the
church ...” Opening with Inez An-
drews’ evangelical ‘Mary, Don’t You

Weep’ which sweeps along with a

power that is anything but earth-
ly. The combination of Carole
King’s ‘You’ve Got a Friend’ and
‘Precious Lord’ is a thing of beau-

ty. The writer of ‘Precious Lord,’
Thomas A Dorsey, is the father of

modern gospel; he also wrote the

less-than-godly ‘lt’s Tight Like
That.’

It's appropriate that one ofthe
best tracks, the most uptempo
and uplifting, belongs to Clara
Ward’s ‘How I Got Over.’ For it was
Clara who really inspired Aretha to

become a singer. The congrega-
tion surge and Aretha soars in a

huge voice, all with the tight
rhythmsof Chuck Rainey on bass
and Bernard Purdie on drums.
Each track isa wonder, with Amaz-

ing Grace’ ashattering emotional

experience, over 10 minutes of

spiritual force.
Viv Broughton in his book Black

Gospel wrote of the church

deserters, "There were always 20

exquisite voices who stayed be-
hind for everyone that left...”But
the evidence of thisrecord isthat

Aretha’s heart and soul remains

deep in thespirit of gospel. Ifyou
think 7 she sounds good doing
schlock like 'Jumping Jack Flash’

pick this one up for real
enlightenment.
Kerry Buchanan

Gregory Abbott
Shake You Down (CBS)

Now this guy is no fool, he’s got
all the right moves. The moody
cover shot with this "let’s just slip
into something a bit more com-

fortable” look in the eyes, and the

yuppie look on the back, like a ten-

nis pro on his day off. The guy’s
real cool you know. One of those
nice tenor to falsetto voices, that
on the good tracks like ‘Shake You
Down’ reminds me of the Stylis-
tics’ Russell Thompkins Jnr. But as

the song goes, “there’s something
missing,” this boy gota hole in his
sole. Some tracks hit the target
like the 70s’ soul styled ‘I Got the
Feeling (It’s Over)’ but most just
lack the natural sensuality of good
soul music. It sounds like he’s fak-

ing it. KB

Mantronix
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1. KlSS'Live In Australia’ 1980 V.G. quality 25

2. BEATLES'Sessions'Previously unreleased material 25
3. MARC BOLAN 'The Wizard, A History' Good early tracks .; r 25 .
4. van MORRISON Wanted, This Irish Cowboy’ Still sealed . 25
5. LED ZEPPELIN Japan Tour Excellent live - 25 ;■ <
6. LOU REED Some Kinda Love’ Live N0v,.1972 25

7. pink FLOYD'The Man Suite’. Rare live mini opera 25

8. RUSH'Stellar Dynamics' 2LPs 35

9. BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 'Demo Tapes' Ltd numbered edition 25

10. U2 'Camouflage Heart’ 2LPs. 1 unreleased track / .
.

• 35

12" PICTURE DISCS
11. SIMPLE MINDS 'Once upon A Time’ LP. Speckled gold vinyl . : < 25 ' '

12. lAN GILLAN Magic'LP 25
13. COCTEAU TWINS 'Unrealised Dreams’ Live LP 25

14. A-HA world Tour' 12". 'Hunting High and Low' 2 versions 20
15. SIMPLE MlNDS'Smiling Tonight’ Live in Rome LP , 25

16. VELVET UNDERGROUND A Drug Hit Sally inside ’Live 1968 25
17. SISTERS OF MERCY We Are All Aware Of That' Live, Great pic 25

18. WHAM 'l'm Your Man' 12" 20

19. JIMI HENDRIX 'Hush Now’ Early material .
< 25

20. stranglers 'Black & White; LP in black vinyl with bonus 7" 3-track 25
white vinyl EP. UK Ltd edition -

,

21. FGTH Pleasure Dome' 2 Picture disc set 30

22. TOYAH 'Be Proud’ 12" . 20

OTHER LP'S
23. GOLDEN EARRINGS Miracle Mirror' Not released in NZ, 3rd LP 20

.

24. sonny BOY WILLIAMSON 'Don'tSend Me No Flowers' Last LP 15
25. BUDGlE’impeckable’l97B, US 15 ,
26. the MOTHERS Absolutely Free’ 2nd LP 1967 25
27. DAVID SYLVIAN Pulling Punches’ 12" Still sealed with 3 bonus 15

postcards

■ SHAPES
28. STRANGLERS'Nice 'N Nice" Handcuff shape 15

29. ZZ top Stages' Sleeping bag shape 15

30. DAVID bowie 'When The Wind Blows’ Cartoon from film 15

7” SINGLES WITH PIC SLEEVES \
31. BEATLES 'Ain't She Sweet' Yugoslav P/S 12

32. SYD BARRETT Vinyl Sessions EP'P/S 4 tracks 12

33. KATE BUSH 'interviews’ P/S Coloured vinyl
" 12

34. KISS 'Dirty Livin'/Sure Know Something' French P/S 12

7” PICTURE DISCS
35. THE DAMNED 'interviews'2x7" Pic discset 15

36. DAVID SYLVIAN Red Guitar/Forbidden Colours’ 15

37. MARC BOLAN & T rex 'Christmas Bop’ 3 track EP 15

38. the CLASH 'interviews’ Great pics
’ 15

39. EURYTHMICS 'Here Comes The Rain Again’ ’ ; 15
40. pat benatar 'We Belong’ Great pics of Pat 15
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EVERYTHING
THAT FLIES

All enquiries to

David Fearon
86 Deep Creek Rd

Torbay, Auckland, 10.
Ph: (09) 4038320

FRONTIER RECORDING
68 GHUZNEE ST., WELLINGTON. TELE: (04) 848-716.
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MEW EQUIPMENT!....* COMPUTER BASED, 200 TRACK SEQUENCER
WITH FULL COMPOSITION AND EDITING FACILITIES.

* "FAIRLIGHT" STYLE SOUND DESIGNING.

COMING SOON * 30 TRACKS FOR LESS THAN

THE PRICE OF 24

(NO, YOUR EYES ARE NOT DECEIVING YOU.)

RING US NOW ON (04) 848-716 AND FIND OUT

WHAT TECHNOLOGY CAN DO FOR YOU.

6000 SQUARE FEET OF THE FINEST
. . .
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Ef Guitars [?f All MIDI Gear Ef Synths
[?f Pianos, Organs Ef Amps, PA’s [/ Brass, Woodwind

eT Drums, [?f Sheet Music Ef Accessories
Percussion

• PARKING AT THE DOOR • PRIVATE SOUNDCHECK ROOMS

42 TAHAROTO RD. (Next to Power Board.) Ph. 492-285, 495-919

ALSO AT MANUKAU CITY CENTRE, Ph. 278-6567

MUSIC SHOP AND
REHEARSAL ROOMS

.
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