
No Accident
John Fryer’s a quiet man not accustomed to talking

with journalists on the other side of the world. He

expresses himself through his work as a .
producer/engineer with groups such as Depeche

Mode, the Cocteau Twins, the Mortal C0i1... and

Auckland’s Car Crash Set. He remixed and produced
their recent EP Another Day.

How did he come to be working
with our masters of industrial funk?

“It was quite strange," he says.
“David [Bulog] just rang me up from

New Zealand. He’d heard some of

the stuff I’d done and asked me if

I wanted to work on their music. I
hadn’t heard the group. He sent me

over a tape and then came over

himself.”

Bulog, one of the Car Crash Set’s

keyboardists, spent a week with

Fryer at London’s Blackwing Studios

remixing their songs and overdub-

bing new material. “John takes a

track and adds new things to it,"

says Bulog. “He chops a song up
and reconstructs it, creating new

things from the stuff that’salready
there. He uses delay lines which
give a different rhythmic emphasis.
There’s a nice ambient sound over

the whole record.”
“It’s an audiophile’s delight,” says

vocalist Nigel Russell. “Very clear

and well spaced. All the tunes are

the same, but he rearranged the

parts, so they were quite different

to the way we saw it. The firstthing
we got back was ‘East and West,’
which we recorded in Auckland at

Echo Park in 1984, with overdubsat

Mandrill. We were totally amazed. It

took a bit of getting used to, we

didn’t know what to expect.
“The guitars on ‘East and West’

are like nothing else, with a very,

very distorted sound thathere you’d
shy away from, people want a more

clearer sound. He’s got a real sense

of daring.”

Fryer says he approachedthe Car

Crash Set project the way he ap-

proaches everything. “They asked

fora 12-inch mix, so I directed it the

way I do 12-inchers. I think I’ve de-

veloped my own style. I’m always in-

fluenced by whoever I'm working
with, but there’s always a lot of me

in whatever I do.”

He describes his special skill as

“creating a nice noise.” Unusually
for a producer, Fryer didn’t have a

musical background except for

"helping some friends in a band”

before gettingthe job at Blackwing.
"I haven’t got much musical talent,-
I’m not' musical. Basically it’s all .
down to imagination. With imagina-
tion you can do anything you want

to with sounds.

“Quite a lot of groups have limit-

ed musical ability. They don’t have

to be technically brilliant at what

they're doing. It doesn’t make my -
job any more difficult because I
can’t play anything anyway. So
whoever can play an instrument,
can play it better than me.’’ ..

As with anythingcreative, know-

ing what to leave out can be just as

important as whatyou put in. “Quite
a few people say that when I do

remixes, I lose the song in there,”

says Fryer. “Butthen the song would

have been there in original mix. If

they’ve done a seven-inch, and they .
want a 12-inch, the song’s already
on the seven-inch and there’s no

reason to keep it particularly as a

song. .
• “I use a lot of gimmicks in what

I do. Sometimes when you’re remix-
ing a song it won’t take any gim-
micks so you have to keep it quite
straight. If you take the Car Crash
Set remixes, some ofthem are full

of gimmicks. They can be called

gimmicks or they can be called
music. Just because you hit a piece
of metal doesn’t mean it’s a gim-
mick — it makes a noise and it

could be music.” '

Another Day was digitally,
mastered and pressed in Sydney
using the latest laser technology.
“Mastering iscrucial," says Russell.

“You could lose everything on the

record cut, though it may have

sounded great in the' studio.”
Car Crash Set plan to release

another 12” single in May, wanting
to “close the 18-month gap” that oc-

cured between No Accident and

AnotherDay. "Vie workat our own

pace,” says Bulog. “We don’t feel ob-

liged to produce hits or go on the

road. Our new stuff is more uptem-

po, shying away from guitars and

getting back to keyboards."
Once again, John Fryer will

produce. “Our material will be bet-

ter recorded this time,” says Russell.
“We’ve learned a lot. His work on

Another Day has affected the way

we listen to things.”
Chris Bourke

Car Crash Set (L-R): Trevor Reekie, David Bulog, Nigel
Russell, Pat Roxborough and Simon Mark-Brown.

waiheke

music festival KJV S

"

f f '■• '•'bl

o.(

featuring: •"- •

ws?/; herbs .
sattelite spies :?Wl
sweet harmony .'.
hattie & the hounds .

■ meg & the tones

waiheke muso's

fc:. wr z
7

’
wZ-.u k v'

:$PC
Wgy A/c i . -\

Rw»Fs25.00
A I (GST & book Incl.)

Saturday 28 february under 12ye®r’__
10am to 4.30pm FREE

FOOD STALLS CRAFT STALLS

;
NO GLASS * DOGS ¥ ALCOHOL

Tickets on Sale at THE CORNER, WAIHEKE SHIPPING CO
TICKET OFFICE or by Post —

Send Cheque to PO Box 93 Oneroa, Waiheke Island with

stamped and self-addressed envelope.

day trippers ferry leaves princes wharf 7.00am

■.SM-'-''- v 7-7777 ■..•■••v,,;..—:■ •: 77-7.7 77 7. Wv- ■ . ■.77; 7-7-7/7-77.
7

■■. ; -'■.Z OS
7 - 7'7. . ,■' 7...■ 7' 7 ..77'7 77■■,7'.. 77 <7- ■, ,77.< ■77' .. . 7.. ■7,.. ; ■ O

'77 - ■-’ '7 .'' .. 7. ■1 ’ ■1 7. 7- 7 ..' ■< 7 7 . ■ ‘7 7 7-. '7' 7" \f.7 <7 <'■. . .7 . ■ \ ’ 7 .'"7- 7' 7 ■ . . / 7
'7.

;; :.

■■■iM EH
- ■ — . Hi[big]I ■■■F ■ I
. •? -•- '■ .' .

' 7;' iligSgrasE ■'' EEsEIaS

I ra I|pig|I -I I \ k >4 I
I■ ■ 1

- -Wm ini ? ■>

' ■ ;7. •■■■■.;7 -• : -■. ■ 7 ■ ■, . • v .:;/7 .7 / ■.. ■; .' ” .• ■ ■ . ■ ' 7

’ 'V. .• ‘ , , • , -- ' ■ ■ ' . •■■•. ' . . 1 , --

:

A DOUBLE 12" E.P. AND CASSINGLE.
■ .■ ■ '

‘7 ' 7 ' 7 '.. ■■ '■ ' " ■ ■ ■ •.. . . ' '■ .. . '■ ..

WITH BONUS EXTENDED
.

..
■ •'? ,7 ' 7 r,-.7.-. ' .77..:,.7/' 7.■ .■'. ' ... ~7. 7 . ;7' ; 7 :7' 7. 7. ~7 ; ~V/ '-..77 7 ' •

■7 . 77 7.77 7.7. . 7? .; 7' .■■ 77'' - ’77 .7. . 7 - • .7 7■■ .; ' -7 7 7 .777 .7
'• . 777.

DANCE MIXES
'____ 7.7 77 . ■.. .77777777
i WHnE I ALL TRACKS REMIXED BY ||——

hri™ IVAN IVAN N.Y.C.
ftMMjjfajiJ tail ■.

'. ' • ' '7 '

Thebest selection of
Portable Stereo in

New Zealand
•77".-7.-77 ■.-."7.7 '. .' 7 ..' ' . .■ . >7. .. ..■ 77. . . 777-77 .7.77-7 /.7 7 • ~'7-7 77 . . 7.7.77 :77 ' . 7.7, •;77..^ ;:. ,7 . 7 ..:.7 ' ' .'.7' ' . 7';' ■
■.■ ■■77..' ?. ■ ■ 77.7 .7.7' '.7... 7 77. .7 ..7 7 7.. ...77 .77 7 . ' .'7'. . .7_ .. .7 ,/ / ....

.... .7• 7.7 '.■'■■"■7 '7 7; ..
7. ■■. .7 ■•. .■ . "77 . 7 '.7. 7 ■■■

■.7 7-.'. 7 • ■. .'. 7 '7-■'■ ■ 7 -7. 7■■ .•'•. ■.7 ■• , ■ .; 7. ... .7 ~. - - .. '<7. ... , , ..... 7 . . .
...

, .._.
7 .7. ...

4 3 *Jl l k t I. • fid HI *JHIIj Ki M Q 1»1
Kl H3* d 3 0

I k-• ■■:• ~

; z, r ' - ;J k- J

. ■ ~ A|wA ßtW h|

F==^=;^Zn^AlWA-| ,

“7.—= ■|5 .. g ..„.g.54!!!^4.S...l
ilg
«. h 27

— I Hl
bi t--- . ——r .

—
lira -'is.. iWEBWa fca

kJ =; i!i s| O ilO>k Qi
'EH 3 » - ajto peveitse K=

“

Jl ll jll jl|: B®
■

'• .......................... ——— —— .:••.*’*.**.***•** <* <♦ EgHsl

1 jKIMpaaaHHßraifflßßHßggiffil lEafl I :HHB •■ ■ • ■ ' iS ■■■
- ~j I

7 HbnFsjslFSlfllTS KCw 11*CI CrSl BTB bO] fl I l* 11 Bxßj fl[ |flJLwjg»jA.wj

■»- -f?,--.Z■''•~‘/Mrt)rZVyrur ''' . '1

I AV'-' f' jnM~x i—••nHlu •’’ ■ ■/‘"•'Ti' ' ,-'•-...7.1 ... •■’••_ .-.1

H FRANK CURULLI

PORTABLE STEREO SSftH ■

27 Victoria StreetWest (Opposite Elliot St) Ph. 797-316 Open Sat. Mornings
777.7,-777 7.7 ..v 7. ■ -,■ 77...7 7?77.,-,j 7.-. ,; . 7..:_. .7. ;7. .77 7,. ~ ,77.' .. .... ;7.<7.. . '... ■ 7

..

777 77.-7.7 ■ .'.'-7.77. 7.7.--. 7. ■• ■ -.. . -'7T.'. .. .

10 Rip It Up / February 1987


