
ism for you, pity the music sounds
so dated — circa 1984.
Prince
Mountains (WEA 12")

The beginning sounds like
Michael Jackson’s 'Don’t Stop (Till
You Get Enough)’ and then it starts

to go downhill so to speak. Nice
cover though, with Prince looking
like some sort of gay caballero.
AD/DC

Who Made Who (EMI 12”)
I prefer the early band with Bon

Scottsinging about 'Big Balls’ and
- stuff. This is a bit light and taste-

ful, but the flip 'Guns for Hire’ has

some nasty guitar and it’s live'
The Cure

Boys Don't Cry (WEA 7”)
Re-sung and club mixed, but

lacking a certain something the

original 1979 version had. This

one is almost acoustic and very

. light. The flip is much better, a

slide guitar version of 'Pill Box
Tales’ remixed from 1979, and

previously unreleased.

The Real Thing
You to Me are Everything
(PolyGram 12")

One of my all-time fave’s from

1976, re-made and modelled by
DJ mixers Froggy, Simon Harris
and KC. Still sounds lovely afterall

these years and in the new mix a

great mid-tempo dancer.
Chic
Four Track (Atlantic 12”)

Essential soul funk from the
dance machine thatwas Chic. All
tracks are the full length versions
and nice to have on the one disc.

‘Good Times’ is perhaps the most

perfect disco track ever made.

Kerry Buchanan

Video
This is Elvis (Warners)

- With Colonel Tom Parker as ex-

ecutive producer, and a 20 minute
dramatised sequence at the be-

ginning to show Elvis’s childhood
in Tupelo, you know this isn’t going
to be a tackypiece ofAlbert Gold-
man sensationalism. Neverthe-
less, This is Elvis is perhaps the
most honest portrayal ofthe life of
Elvis Presley, the American Dream

personified. Apart fromthe open-,
ing Walt Disney piece ofschmaltz,
this film is the real thing — two

hours of classic Presley footage.
As you watch the early concert

performances and interviews, all

the hyperbole falls away, and you
completely understand the impact
of the shy country boy with the

snappy clothes, affected sneer

and spell-binding dancing.
Nothing has been left out: El

crooning to a hound dog on TV;
above the waist on the Ed Sullivan

Show; playing comedy with Milton
Berle, Groucho Marx and Bob

Hope — and singing a duet with
Frank Sinatra. A narration by “El-

vis” fills in the gaps with a self-

deprecating humour. There is
much private footage also, with
Miss Priscilla and the Memphis
Mafia at Graceland parties, and

behind the scenes during the
Army days. The movie years, good
and bad, are not denied, and

neither is the over-the-top circus

that followed the greatcomeback

of ’6B and lead to his eventual

demise. But even the sad sight of

a grotesque Elvis in concert just
before his death is redeemed by
his talent; his version of the much-

covered ‘My Way’ (as he hands out

sweaty scarves to his devotees) is

riveting.
Much more satisfyingthan the

’6B Comeback Special, This is El-
vis is essential foranyone with any
interest in rock and roll.

Chris Bourke

Maria’s Lovers (RCA/Columbia)
A wonderfully lusty “art” movie

packed with sexual tension that

positively steams.

Centred around the angelic
Maria (Nastassja Kinski) and the
men who want her. Ivan Bibic
(John Savage) returns from years
in a POW camp with the one desire
to “have” Maria, after winning her
back from Al Griselli (the greatVin-
cent Spano from Sayles’ ‘Baby, It’s
You). Ivan marries Maria, but isun-

able to consummate their union.
Enter the super greasy Mr Butts

(Keith Carradine), who is more
than able to.

Director Andrei Konchalovsky
uses some startling images to

depict the characters psyche — at

one point Ivan puts his hand on a
hot oven element to prove his love
for Maria — in more idyllic mo-

ments he surrounds his charac-

ters in a glow that shimmers like

an impressionist painting.
Agreat film that has the added

attraction of featuring Robert

Mitchum, a living metaphor for the

greatness of American cinema.

Kerry Buchanan

Alamo Bay (RCA/Columbia)
Louis Malle’s latest film is

another stylistic jump for this
eclectic French director. From the
confining but warm images ofMy
Dinner with Andre, Malle moves to

this more American-styled study
of a torn community.

After the fall of Saigon over

100,000 Vietnamese refugees
moved into the Gulfcoast ofTexas.
Basing the story on true events,
Malle depicts the economic hard-
ship ofthe native Texans,and how
they translate this class struggle
into a racial struggle against the

Vietnamese workers. Excellent in
its unsentimental portrayal of
workingclass racism, and handled

well by Ed Harris in a demanding
role. The love affair between Har-

ris and Amy Madigan is the core

ofthe film, and Malle is at his best
with these more intimate scenes.

Music by Ry Cooder is excellent,
especially the country torch song
which Malle has the neon-lit lovers
dance to.

The end may seem a little anti-
climactic, in that the social condi-
tions are not altered, but this is a

more realistic look at class and

race than many movies ever at-

tempt. An interesting and intense
look "deep in the heart of Texas.”

Kerry Buchanan

Into the Night (CIC)
John Landis attempting a

modern screwball comedy, but

coming adriftsomewhere. There’s
still plenty offun and mayhem but
it lacks the steady pulse that Trad-

ing Places and even The Blues
Brothers had.

Ed Okin, played by the laconic
Jeff (Big Chill) Goldblum, is enter-

ing middle-age depression, what
he needs is a mysterious blonde,
car chases, an Elvis impersonator,
a gang of murderousIranians and

a slew of famous people in cameo
roles. Just what the doctor
ordered!

Best bit is Carl Perkins in a knife
fight with David Bowie. I didn’t no-

tice what shoes Carl was wearing.

Somehow all the cinematic
pieces just don’t fit together —

Goldblum sleep walks through his

role and the use ofcameos is dis-

tracting; you spend half your time
trying to figure out if that waitress

was somebody famous or not.
Landis plays one of the evil Irani-

ans who gets wasted at the end,
with exploding blood bags and a

lingering camera. Makes you
wonder if thatwas the only reason

he made the film
...

Kerry Buchanan

Mishima: A Life in Four

Chapters (Warners)
’

Certainly the Japanese writer

most famous in the West, Yukio

Mishima ignored the paradox of
his fiercenationalism being found-
ed on Western romantic ideas —

particularly those ofRenaissance
and Mannerist painters. The mar-

tyred saints of apocryphal Chris-
tian legend fascinated him (he was

posed in photographs as an im-

paled St Sebastian in . 1970, two

months before his public suicide
by seppeku) as well as supplying
his novels with images of sacrifice,
flagellation and masochism.

Paul Schrader’s movie does not

flinch in its often bloody portray-
al of Mishima’s strengths and

weaknesses. His faith in artistic
beauty became tainted with his
own vanity as he grew older, and
the violent and sexual content of

his writingbecame steadily more

gratuitous. He was regarded by
many of his fellow Japanese as a

Fascist and stirred up too many
memories of the national fervour
which fuelled World War 11. In

Japan, these things were regard-
ed as distractions from the artis-

tic worth of his work, but in the
West, a culture fascinated by in-
dulgence and confusion, itwas all

grist to the mill.
Mishima is excellent viewing.

Segmented into four periods of

his life, with complex and il-

luminating use of metaphor (an
assassin slashes his way into his

victim’s house through a turbulent
Mannerist painting), Schrader
manages to explain, enthuse and

empathise with the man and the
artist. Beautifully designed and

photographed, and performed
with a tense conviction, the only
criticism of,Mishima on video is
that we are now much less likely
to see it on the big screen.

Chad Taylor

The Stuff (Roadshow)
Director Larry Cohen is a master

of exploitation films: from the

Sexploitation of HellUp in Harlem
(1973), the mutant baby genre of
It’s Alive (1973), the political God

Told Me (1977) and now
...

The
Stuff (1985).

For some inexplicable reason

this bubbling white “stuff" seeps
from the ground — and suie

enough it tastes good enough to
sell.

But there’s something real bad

going on, the Stuff is very addic-
tive, and soon that’s all people eat

« and their minds start to go. But
that’s notall, the Stuffseems to be

a living organism, climbing walls
and doing something real nastyto

your insides. Nifty special effects
by E D French (Fangoria) show all
in graphic detail. ■

Great anti-authoritarian exploi-
tation movie similar to the“inva-

; Sion” movies ofthe 50s, and sprin-
kled with great cameo roles, like
.Paul Sorvino as redneck anti-
communist Colonel Spears and
his "soldier offortune” army sav-

ing the world for democracy. Try
the Stuff — enough is never

enough.
Kerry Buchanan

New Releases

Warner Brothers leads the
month’s releases with Prince’s epic
Purple Rain, starring Prince and

Apollonia.
. From Premiere comes the chill-

ing British romance Dance With a

Stranger, starring Miranda
Richardson, lan Holm and Rupert
Everett; it’s the true story of Ruth

Ellis, the last woman to be hanged
in Britain; from Palace comes Eat-

ing Raoul, Paul Bartel’s “black

comedy about sex, food and

murder” What else is there?
RCA/Columbia releases include

StElmo’s Fire, in which "the pas-
sion runs deep” for the Brat Pack;
Steaming, the film of Nell Dunn’s
play set in a Turkish bath-house,
starring Vanessa Redgrave, Sarah
Miles and Diana Dors; and for in-
tellectuals, Chuck Norris, "a raging
one-man time bomb set to ex-

plode”, in Missing in Action 2.

Finally, Kerridge ; Odeon .have
re\easedWjld,Horse’s,:the NZfilm
starring John Bach and fBruno
Lawrence that never saw a local
release, and from CIC comes Mi-
ami Vice, the pilot movie respon-
sible for the TV series.8
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Special elixirs from the Martin Guitar Company
Sole NZ Distributor: LYN McALLISTER MUSIC LTD.

PO Box 39-143, Auckland West. Ph: (09) 34-936.
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I NEW: KATE BUSH PHIL COLLINS DEPECHE MODE DOORS QUEEN
M? All on high quality VHS tapes: INXS 'The Swing & Other Stories . **

» SCORPIONS First Sting EP I7mins S4O II tracks & documentary footage, '
I KATE BUSH Single File 12 vids, SOmins SSO. 58 mins $49 95

DOORS ‘Dance On Fire' 65 mins, 14 GRACE JONES 'One Man Show’, $69,.
songs from TV shows, videos and rare ULTRAVOX 'Collection' 12 hit /
behind scenes footage $49.95. videos, 60 mins $69. !

| DURAN DURAN Arena $49.95 808 MARLEY Legend 13 tracks.
® DURAN ‘Sing Blue Silver' $49.95 54 mins $69

> IRON MAIDEN Live After Death’ THOMPSON TWINS Single Vision .
| 90 mins $54.95 11 hit videos 45 mins $59. .
„

QUEEN Greatest Hits 60mins $49.95. ELVIS '6B Comeback Special', 20 hits,
I QUEEN Live in Rio (85) 60mins SSO. 76mins, $65. ' ?
*

WHITESNAKE Live (83) 55mins $55. DAVID BOWIE 'Ricochetbehind

| PHIL COLLINS No Ticket Required t scenes portrait on ‘Serious Moonlight 2 i
i (85) live, 89mins SSO. Tour'. 59 minutes. Includes 5 live tracks.

DEPECHE MODE Live In Hamburg $59.50.
f $65. . GENESIS live. Mama Tour. 102 mins. $69

MOCKERS Video Hits, 13 tracks,s49.9s.. TWISTED SISTER ‘Stay Hungry'. I I «

| U2 'Live at Red Rocks' ‘Under A tracks, 9 live, 2 clips, 60 mins. $59.50. g
Blood Red Sky', 12 tracks live $59.50. NOW 619 hits; ÜB4O & ChryssieHynde 8

MADONNA LIVE Virgin Tour. All Simple Minds, Arcadia. $49.95 ,

| the hits, 10 tracks, 50 mins, $49.95 ÜB4O Live $59.50. j
> ECHO & BUNNYMEN Pictures On GARY MOORE Emerald Aisles Live ■"

| My Wall’, 14 tracks. 58 mins $49.95 in Ireland, I I tracks $59.50. |
: OMD ’Crush’ II tracks, 70 mins $59.50 Julian Lennon 'Stand By Me’ $49.95 ®

®To purchase, post payment to VIDEOS BY MAIL, PO Box 5689, Auckland I. , g
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STRAITS !
BONUS

COLOUR
POSTER I

New Dire Straits photobook with I

career dates, band members and I
lots of photos, colour and B&W i
including pix from Live Aid. Plus I
BONUS POSTER, 17" x 22" of
Mark Knopfler. I

To order post $12.95 to BOOKS 1

BY MAIL, PO Box 5689, |
Auckland 1.
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