
mainly dreadful — sometimes ap-

parently unable to decide whether
he was the Edge (di-dit-di-dit-di-dit-
di-dit-dow-dow) or Jimmy Page
(brrowwwbeedumbowowow).
Bass player Bryn sweated and

talked to the crowd down front and
appeared to play his instrument
hard — even if most of his bass-

lines were drowned by the

synthesiser’s.
The Damned aren’t a band,

they’re dodgy musical theatre, and

as if to emphasise the fact they
punctuated nearly every “tune”
with aimless solos and umimpres-
sive show-offs that crippled won-

derful pop songs like ‘Smash It Up:

They each seemed to spend
about a quarter of their time sit-

ting at the back of the stage hav-

ing a drink— small wonderunder

a lighting rig big enough to nurture

a small rain forest.
The sad joke of itwas the sight

of a horde of new-age punks
eagerly thrashing about with each
other to the strains of such pom-
pous, affected rock music. Is that
what it's come to? The Damned’s

pop orchestrations are amiable

enough on record, but they’re lu-
dicrous live.

But things did get a bitbetter—

they finished off the main set with
a rather good precis of the long,
dramatic one on side three of the

Black Album and in the encore an-

swered the constant calls for ‘New

Rose’ — a song with a riff so great
that Dire Straits could play it and

still sound urgent. The second en-

core... Rat played guitar(a lot bet-
ter than Roman) and they did ‘Pret-

ty Vacant’ and ‘Wild Thing: Vanian

was showered with obligatory spit-
tle and tried to look happy about
it. Disinguished by a lack ofsolos,
but I still think it's cheating to have
the synth player in on yer spon-
taneous punk encore.

But it was more interesting and
eventually numbing than un-

pleasant. After all, I only had to go
to the bar and the toilet once
each. Afterwards I went up to the

Rising Sun to see some drunken

happy Merkins clamber on stage
with Crunchy Something. And that
seemed a lot more like rock ’n’ roll.
Russell Brown

Stevie Ray Vaughan and

Double Trouble,
Fabulous Thunderbirds

Auckland Town Hall, March

14

After setting the audience on

fire at the Logan Campbell Centre,

Stevie Ray and the Fabulous T-

birds returned to Auckland a week

later to stoke the embers at the

town hall. Just like Wellington’s old
town hall, it’s a much better venue

for a rock and roll concert — if

only the councils would let you get
down (some of their paranoia is

justifiable, admittedly — at a re-
cent concert in Wellington, a Ge-

orge Thorogood fan crapped out-

side the mayor’s office).
But there were no complaints

from this bleary-eyed black T-
shirted crowd who had come to

boogie. Two more appropriate
bands couldn’t be found, but the

evening was also a celebration of
the guitar. It began with Stevie

Ray’s personal guitarroadie Rene

Martinez, who ambled out to give
a demonstration of Flamenco gui-
tar. Flamenco is an astonishingly
complex style (Rolf Harris’s man

was just a ham-fisted charlatan)
and Martinez’s skills stunned the
restless audience.

The Fabulous Thunderbirds
lived up to their reputation as a

strutting honky tonk band. These

guys are the real thing. Barrel-

chested Kim Wilson is a strong
singer and blues harpist, while

Jimmie Vaughan plays an angry
rockabilly-tinged guitar. But it was

the rhythm section that had the

real power, with Fran Christina

twirling his sticks to the ceiling,
and double-bassist Preston Hub-

bard anchoring the mix with the

meatiest bottom this side of Di-

vine. Particularly on their latest sin-

gle, the T-Birds proved they are tuff
enuff, but the perfectenvironment

for them would be an intimate bar
— not warming up a roomy hall at

support band volume.

The decibels were upped for
the entrance of Stevie Ray Vau-

ghan. Immediately he put his head
down and out of his guitar gushed
a dazzling display ofwizardry. He

looked like a sly Mexican bandito
with his wispy moustacheand flat
wide-brimmed black stetson, and
he spoke like one — when he final-

ly looked up after three long and
furious instrumentals. A few mum-

bled words then it was back to the

pyrotechnics, ripping through his
well-studied Hendrix moves: play-

ing behind his back, with his teeth
and with the distortion and feed-
back, all heavily wah wahed. When

the speed eased off, it seemed in-

dulgent, and his band looked on

detachedly with fixed smiles. The

lengthy explorations would always
be followed however by crowd-

pleasers such as ‘LovestruckBaby’
but two and a half hours was more

than enough.
The final encore did show

Stevie Ray has some sense of hu-
mour though — he fought with
elder brother Jimmie over who got
to play a double-necked guitar
(one ofabout two dozen on stage)
... they ended up both playing it,
simultaneously, seamlessly shift-

ing from rhythm to lead —
so the

audience left still shaking their

heads.

Chris Bourke

Roy Harper
His Majesty's Theatre, March

26
In brief, the man is brilliant.

I was lead through a night of

legends and tales, as each song
unfolded another page and

opened another door.

Harper proved himself an im-

passioned player. He tore through
his angrier pieces and brushed

through the gentler. He laid his

soul bare, and at no expense. One

of those characters that despite
blowing you away, you realised he

was capable of so much more.

On stage with guitar and voice,
he layered melody with harmony
and phrase on phrase. A guitarist
with an amazing combination of

left and right hands. Avocalist with

soul and an astonishing blend of

style. Stunning stuff —believe it.

‘l2 Bars of Sunset’, with its drift-

ing peace and stillness. ‘South
Africa’, a message of love to the

buggered country. And ‘Unknown

Soldier’, phaser turning the entire

mix from wall to wall of His

Majesty’s.
The evening grew angrier with

a beer under his (and my) belt.

‘One of These Days in England) off
his recent album Bullinamingvase,
lifted a weighty reaction from pun-
ters with its searing guitar work—

and I’m talking feel. First encore

‘Hangman) with its nerving touch
of tremelo, drew a similarreaction.

How would you like to have your
head pulled off, incarcerated
O.H.M.S.

What amazed me about Roy
Harper was his selfless and direct

approach. Love, laughter, sorrow

and pain. Not only an orator, song-

smith, superb musician, but an in-
credibly warm human being. Any-
one that refers to Roy Harper as a

folk musician is an oaf.
Barry Caitcheon

The Front Lawn Presents:

The Reason For Breakfast
Little Maidment Theatre

It’s happened. And it’s about

time it happened too.

Here’s a band you can look at,
it’s musicyou can watch. Andwhat

do you watch? People playing.
It’s interesting that one word

describeswhat children do, what

musicians do and what actors do.

Play is what The Reason For

Breakfast is all about. It’s a com-

bination of music, acting and or-

dinary kids’ play. The showis fun.
It has silly, often slapstick, come-

dy routines. It’s fresh and spon-
taneous and sometimes it looks
like Don and Harry are making up
their own rules as they go along.

As musicians, Don and Harry
play superbly, both together and

alone. Don McGlashan is a bit of
a musical institution. He played
drums with Blam Blam Blam, per-
cussion with From Scratch and for

the Laura Dean Dance Company.
Who else could turn a kitchen ta-

ble into a drumkit? Harry Sinclair
is better known as a Theatre Cor-
porate actor than a musician, but
his song ‘Put Me In Your Pocket’,
both haunting and memorable,
almost stole the show. Together
they work brilliantly, weaving
together theatre and music to

make an hour and a half of fun.
So, you may ask, what is the

Reason For Breakfast? It’s a vari-

ety show, a compilation made up
of Don and Harry’s Songs From

the Front Lawn plus the titlepiece,
‘The Reason For Breakfast’. A cu-

rious mix of spontaneity and per-
fect timing, with a distinct New
Zealand flavour. Impossible to

describe, but if you’ve never seen

anyone play split nienko

nienkoplutz, go along and find
out. I don’t know when these two

are playing next, but I look forward
to seeing them.

Sienkyew.
Edwin Simperingham

Rainbow Warrior Festival
Mt Smart Stadium, April 5.

You could tell it was going to be
a friendly day — the crowd

relaxed, the sun shining. Is it the
lack of booze or the Cause that

brings about the good feeling?
Herbs opened the show. They
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