
Johnnys Be Bad
In a time when Australian

rockcould be regarded as

being on nostalgia overload,
Sydney'’s Johnnys have always
been proud to come straight
from cardboard cartoon land.

~

Recent times have seen them

-stumble,asif sober, on better and

_better days.They were signed by
"

MushroomRecords late last year...

Beano, theirdebut album High-~
lights of a DangerousLifesetfor-
releasesoon, they-ate rettimingto-

-~Justoversixmronths.Thatisnotal:
-logether surprising— guitarist:
‘vocalstSpencer came originlly

-

Puishing the“we drik,we rock,

_fefilis"ofNZ pub audiences last:
winter-Butwiththe album Set'to
_bringcloserfocustobearontheir...
_giventheNoBig Dealtreatmentby
_Spencerdownthephonewire from
Sydneyrecenty,@.

.Said'we werethis bunch of scally:

wags — but that sort of thing gets
overblown. A lot of bands write

themselves off
...

musicians are like

that.” 4]
‘But let’s not getcarried away on

thesoftpeddie PR. Spencer cait
resist recounting a drunken jam-.
withthe Violent Femmes-at one of
theFemmes’ Sydney shows. While

hewasuphackiig away at ‘Dance, |
Motherfuckers, Dance; and Waiting

fun.Poor oldLindywasapparently
abit pishedby then:andcould not
évencommeclosetokeepingtime.
-Theseoutrageousrock 'rollers,
“likemoney,’he says: “They geta
record advanceand spend it on
drugs;:equipment;or flying their

skull-rattlinghunkofthrowaway fun,
if notallthatconvincing-at.its
source.Thistimeround, the John-..
nysfrontup with ageneralrelease-
forInjunJoe!Said pieceinits cur-

lamentonasassykick-awaychorus
riffof thetypefavouredbytheGun
Club and friends.Thevocalhas|

more than just a drawling glimmer
of, well, Hoodoo Guruism. “Yeah,
yeah, weknow those guys real well,’
saysSpencer. “We're from the same

subutb and we've all got the same

recordcollections.”
“=Evenif the:dohnnys’ early days
werea fittlemore simple than the
Hoodoosrock-happy mishmashof
they dugoverasimilar ‘Stylistic
patch.Butasthemarket-wiseHoo-
doosknew,theobvious trapof such

motivation,:isslavish. cliche =,
wherenoveltywearsthin. Lixe the
beatclonesthatinhabitthehip..
shadeyundergrowthofMelbourne™
<=Whereayoungband,supposed--
lyaspiring tobeoriginal,canchurh
outthree, four, or moreBeatles
covers ina45-minuteset.“The
thing is,you startoffwithacertain
vision. Whenthatstartsworking
you can focusonwhatyouaredo-
ing= wearestarting todevelop.
somethingthatisnot likeanything.
wehave donebefore”
_“The Marty Robbins andSex
Pistolsthingaboutus—that'sbeen .
usedsomuch.Therearethings
about theSexPistolsthat|am
against—what|like is thepower.

For us, | prefer a John Fogerty/Ra-
mones cross. We never claimed to

zbenew.country and western. Were

justarock ' roll band that wears

_cowhoy ‘hats so you can tell the

_differencebetween us and the An-

gelsuFhereve always been bands

With animage — the Beatles wore

_maonkey suits, the Cramps wear

_jeans,Thatswhere we are coming
fomvisuallyy
__Thehighlights of any dangerous
life gowherefact and fiction get a

.bitbiurred,and so toofor the John-

nys. Likethe Hoodoos who sang

~about

the death of non-existent
-bass-players,.Maxwell Smart

Scenariosandthe rest, the Johnnys
_invent,kill offandkeep the persona-

lisedmythsrolling in the best mu-

said all thesongs on thealbum are

aboutdeath— | guess it's light-
“hearied death.There's a couple of

GaryGlitter typenumbers and one,

-maybetwo, lovesongs. Some of it

littlewhite fies that we promote.’
~Thiswas written prior to album
release,sothe mind could only,
_well,boggle on.cowboy.
Alastair Agnew
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