
Feb

1986.RIP IT UP
FEARGAL
SHARKEY
N

R R e s R- SRR
DI- R ee Ol

RR
I s
B
R v vI - SO

ReS O o
e

eR e
eR

FETUS PRODUCTIONS



Stardom & Hutch
A Chat with Michael Hutchence of INXS

‘Michael Hutchence, the lead

singer of Australian pop-
rockers INXS, sips his iced

lager and distractedlyfingers a

huge red welt on his lower

neck. The band and their

entourage have just returned

from playing “war games” in

the Riverhead State Forest —

an activity which sees

different teams stalking each

other armed with guns which
fire dye-filled projectiles.

“Huh, bloody stupid games,
more like,” grunts Michael.

“Those really hurt,” easing his

body into the hard-backed

dining room chair. He seems

vaguely embarrassed, but

whether it's at having let

himself be roped into the event

by the roadies, or being sprung
as to what he does on his days
off, he doesn't let on.

So how has itbeen coming back

to play in larger, concert-style
venues?

“Great. We didn't really know what

the reaction would be like,and only
recently did we think that it was

worthwhile to come, as faras bring-
ing all the bigproduction and every-

thing. You have, like the show here

(Logan Campbell Centre) people in

the upstairsthat are really into just
sitting there, reallycarefully watch-

ing. I've never seen an audience

watch so carefully, and downstairs

it's all chaos and the usual sort of
thing.”

If New Zealand audiences are al-

ternatively observant or chaotic,
what about our rock 'n’ roll? Have

you had a chance to hear any NZ
music?

“Not much. | saw a promo for a

band called the Mockers. | haven't

really heard any of their songs.”
That’s interesting you should

mention them, because their singer

(Fagan) is quite similar in manner to

yourself.
“Yeah,” he says laughing. “So peo-

ple keep saying. No, they said | was

similar to him, actually.
“| like the Herbs, they're a good

reggae band. Id like to hear some

of the Drongos —they sound pret-

ty interesting. | remember Hello

Sailor and Dragon when they came

to Australia, | used to go see them.

Really, in Australia, the only New

Zealand music you hear about is

what’s making it in Australia, you
dont get too much picture on

what's happening in New Zealand.

Which is a bad thing, probably a

prejudice in Australia against NZ

music. Bands from New Zealand

tend to get to Sydney or wherever

and go into a rapid sortofburn-out

rate. It's frightening, just terrifying.
Whoosh! In one year'stime they live
10 years. It's mainly been drugs

...

and getting intoarut. | think Austra-

liaand New Zealand suffer from be-
ing too patriotic towardsBritish and

American music — and we don't

really understand our own.”

I'm guessing, but would Australia

be your favourite place to play?
“Yeah, it's the place where you

have your friends in the audience,
thousands of friends from all over,
the old inner audience.”

Where is INXS's favourite foreign
gig? -

“It's gettinga lotmore exciting in

America, we're starting to do our

ownbig shows there, arenas and so

on. Apartfrom that, France isgood,
Japan'’s pretty funny. | dunno, there's
certain areas, little pockets here

and there.”
Do you still operate from an Aus-

tralian base?

“Yeah, weall live inSydney and it's

all done from there.”
Is being Australian important to

you?
“| grew up in Hong Kong. | came

to Australia as | was edging into my
teens. When | firstarrived | guess
| despised the place, in fact to be
honest,it justseemed so crass

...

such areally different lifestyle. But
it's really changed a lot since.”

Around the time that Australia
won the Americas’ Cup yacht ser-

ies, Men AtWork were hitting the big
time in the States. Suddenly there

was this groundswell of interest in

things Australian by the Americans.
Were you able to pick up on that?

“Kind of. We still get asked if were

English. We didn’'t do a big flag-
waving thing like Men At Work did
because we knew what would hap-
pen in two years' time. There was a

backlash against bands that were

doing all that flag-waving because

at the time there were lots of great
Americanbands who never got any-

thing. And the journaliststhere are

really indignant about that sort of

thing happening.’ _
Would INXS rate as the most

prominent New Australian band in
the world marketplace?

“I guess if you look at facts,
maybe. There's a bunch (of bands).
I'm really just conscious of the fact
that it would be great for a band

other than somebody who's going
to patroniseAmerican tastes to get
somewhere from Australia. 'Cos
really, most people just think of Air

Supply, LRB, Men At Work. Some-

body from the pubs would be a

good change —although all those
bands have done the pubs.”

The release in 1984 of The Swing
album marked a watershed year for
INXS. The record was a No.l smash

across the ditch thereand sold ex-

tremely well in Canada, Japan,
America and here in New Zealand.
The material was a hook-infested
commercial pop-funk hybrid —

catchy enough for the radio,
thumpy enough for the clubs and
ragey enoughfor the livecrowd. The
band have just released (late last

year) a new album, entitled Listen

Like Thieves. It's produced by Chris
Thomas, a man who (according to

M.H.) used tomaketea for the Bea-
tles, but who has spent the years
since producingthe likes ofthe Sex
Pistols, Queenand the Pretenders,

among others. Immediately appar-
ent on the new effort is the dump-
ing of the complex arrangements
so evident on The Swing. Songslike
‘This Time' sound like one-take rock

'n’ roll, extremely simple.
“They are,” says Michael, “maybe

one overdubs guitar or a harmony
vocal. All the technology,all the toys
in the studios are startingto dictate
whatyou actually make outofmus-

ic.Some people are really good at

it, and | really enjoy it myself, but

there has to be another way of do-

ing it. Half the music you hear on

the radio, you're not really hearing
what was played. It'snice to have a

real drum sound, a real piano
sound. People have said to me

‘What'’s that? What's that sound?;
and | say ‘That’s the piano’ or ‘That's

a guitar.
”

All the membersof INXS contrib-

ute to writing your songs. There

must be lots of diverse material

cropping up. How do you decide

what gets used?
“Well the majority of it comes

from Andrew Farriss, our keyboards
playerand unsung hero. | write lyr-
ics and also write with Andrew —

he’s definitely the most prolific —

and everybody else is allowed to put
in their 10 cents worth. We just use

whateverwe think is gonna work out

on the wholealbum. Sometimes we

have 35 songs to choose from, but
Listen Like Thieves was more like a

workshop kind of thing. We wrote

two of the songs in thestudio with

everybody participating. Weall work

on the songs,regardless. Andrew’s

and my royalties are split half with
the band.”

You performed on the Australian
segment of Live Aid. What was your

opinion of the whole Live Aid

spectacular?
“The ‘thang? Mmmm, | would

have liked to have been at Wembley
or Philadelphia more than at the

Countdown set in Australia, but

nevertheless, it was all to do with

raising money, and it certainly did

that. | thought it was very
worthwhile”

What do you think of rock being
involved in politics?

“Ifyou're goodat it, ifyou're good
at getting across the message, it's
a good thing. | don't like sort of
stumbling, bumbling political mes-

sages, vague ‘Well we gotta be po-

litical so let's writea political song,
and nobody elsereally understands
what they're talking about anyway.
Bands like Midnight Qil do it really
well. There are so many politics, it

doesn't just concern ideology. Sex-
ual politics, social politics ... they all
have to be writtenabout and sung
about. It's a sign of the times |

guess.”
Could you describe your musical

roots? What did you listen to in your
formative years?

“What my parents played, most-

ly. They used to like playing old mus-

ic, a lot of old Motown, Supremes,
Dionne Warwick. | used to listen to

a lot of black music, basically. |
remember the first album | ever

bought was T Rex Electric Warrior.
I've always been 50/50 black mus-

ic and white”

Do you have a favourite
performer?

“| like Marc Bolan. Dunno why, ac-

tually, I saw a film clip of him the
otherday and he was really terrible.

Butno, nobodythat I'd haveposters
on my wall ofor anything.”

Later this year Michael Hutch-

ence is set tomake his big screen

acting debut in an Australian movie
with a musical theme. It will be
produced by Richard Lowenstein,
who has made videos forINXS and
others, including Hunters and Col-
lectors’ ‘Talking To A Stranger’, and
hisown feature-lengthStrikebouna,
which, according to Michael, “got
extremely good notes at Cannes”.
The new project sounds very
interesting. .

“It's sort of a dark musical. It's
called Dogs In Space at the mo-

ment. It's sci-fi, I'm a daschund!
No, it's set about 76-77 and it’s
about a household, an infamous
household in Melbourne that

turnedout people like Richard and

all these other different people. It's
an interplay of characters, you know,
it's a time when you've got punks
and hippies, all these different

types. It's a fairly sad story. I'm look-
ing forward to it but I'm very ner-

vous. Richard seems to have faith
in me, enormous faith in me. There's
some good people in it, Nick Nee-
dles is in it, so's Joe Candy.

Will INXS be providingany music?
“We might ifwe can write a song

in the style that's necessary.”
Sort of a 10-yearregression?
Yes! Very much a regression. We

can learn to play really badly!”
How about progression? How's

the future looking for INXS?
“Ummm, bleak. We're flyingto Eu-

rope — it'll be freezing. | dunno, it
looks like we'll be doing a lot of tour-

ing. We tour a lot ‘cos it seems to be
the only way to get into a place, to
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get to ‘matter. We've got to the

stage now internationally where we

kind of matter in one way oranother
and from now on we'll just try and

continue on that level. | feel good
about what we've done already,
what we are doing. It's not a Spinal
Tap world domination trip, it's a real-

ly continued process, doing what

westarted doing in pubs, onlynow

on an international basis. Were

proud of being an ‘international’
band being based in Australia.”

You had a big hit a year or two

back with a song called ‘Send A

Message. Does INXS have a

message?
“We have many messages. Each

time we do an album they change.
On this album we've got songs
about everything from smack to

war, a bitofsexand love and lust in
between. Mostof the messages are

about people, aimed at people.
“Ultimately, | believe in the

individual.”
Brendan Fitzgerald

Tasmans Able...
The Able Tasmans have sort

of growed and growed. Not just
materially — from a bass-

keyboards two-piece, to a

three-piece and now four —

but musically.
They've made the leap from

being regarded as a manic

novelty dance band with a

manic novelty keyboard player

to something more substantial,
and the debut EP The Tired

Sun shows still more depth
and variety in new songs and

the treatment of live faves.

The manic keyboard player is

Graeme Humphreys, a shortish,
hyperactive chap with an affection

for quantum theory and Carl Sagan.
“Doing the EP last April was a

turning point,” he says. “It was the

start of a lotof different songs com-

ing in.’

The recording saw the inviting in
of Peter Kean, who now sings and

plays a bit of guitar on a permanent
basis with Humphreys, bass player
Dave Benniston and drummer Stu-
artGreenway(replacementfor origi-
nal member Craig Baxter, who has

departed for Australia in search of

work as a professional animator).
Kean and Humphreys met when

the former was part of Raucous

Laughter, one of those lineups
which must be born, grow up and

die all the time in the wilds ofsubur-
ban Auckland. Somewhat“ahead of
their time’, RL really onlyever got it

together to record a rather good
demo tape at Harlequin. The Able

Tasmans play two songs from the

tape (and want to release the origi-
nal recording of one, ‘Michael’s, as

a single flip to their own ‘Buffalos’)
and Humphreysand Kean are now

writing together.
Other developments include

Humphreys stepping back from the

'boards to play guitar sometimes,
and an alter ego for the Tasmans,
the Ogdens. The Ogdens indulge
pre-pubescent musical imprinting
with respectful covers ofstuff like
Michael Nesmith's Joanne' and

Kenny Rogers’ ‘Ruby’. Right up your
street, if you can stan’ it ...

Until now the Able Tasmans ha-

ven't venturedsouth of Wellington,
but a hikingholiday has left Hum-

phreys full of enthusiasm for ven-

tures across the Strait, probably in

mid-March. They should go down a

storm, because with all the musical
developments, the basic infectious-
ness hasn't left the band — they've
managed to keep the good bits

whilst adding new ones. And last
words fromthe man who loves both
his own cat Nelson and

Schroedinger’s feling?
“A little Greenhouse Effect is a

good thing ...

Russell Brown

Able Tasmans a la the EP: (L-R) Peter Kean, Craig Baxter,
Graeme Humphreys, David Beniston.

LAK

Tribunal
Overrides
Objections
to Student

Radio
Longer hours for
Auckland’s Campus Radio

BFM will be the result of a

surprise turnaround by the
Broadcasting Tribunal last
week.

The Tribunal decision

represents a remarkable reversal
of fortunes for Campus, which
late last year was under threat
from a BCNZ-sponsored objec-
tion seeking to severely limit its
hoursofbroadcast. The objection
seemed to be behind an intial

Tribunal decision to refuse BFM

permission to extend itshours (a
move made possible by its new,

dependable FM equipment). But

Campus asked again and, sur-

prise, it has now been granted
permission to broadcast

7am-lam on weekdays and 24
hours at weekends —

all year
round.

And the new Tribunal decision
is frank about the body’sopinion
of theBroadcasting Corporation
and the supposed beneficiary of
the objection, IZM. It notes the

Corporation trying to back down
on its initial objection with a later

letter, but: “The BCNZ had clear-

ly opposed the application and

still requests a shortening of

hotirs:

It also commented onthe way
IZM had “eschewed” itsassigned
role to “provide public service

broadcasting free from commer-

cial objectives ...
It is therefore

surprising that it should seek to

limit the student station, unless

it was because ofthe embarrass-

ment caused by the student sta-

tion fulfilling some needs which

ought to have been met by pub-
lic radio.”

Also contained in a frankly en-

couraging document is an ac-

knowledgement of a large num-

ber of letters from listeners

“which, to say the least, indicat-
ed a loyal and committed follow-

ing which disdained much ofthe
mass audience mainstream

programming epitomised by
other stations including IZM."

And as for the Corporation’s
claim that the station was no

longer specifically student-
orientated: “If the station attracts
wider audiences by providing al-
ternative music (as distinctfrom

setting out toadopt a formatand

style directly competitive with

commercial warrant-holders) we

can see no result adverse to the

public interest.”
Two commercial stations had

written expressing support for

Campus, it said: “No doubt the

applicant would be even more en-

couraged if the commercial radio
stations in Auckland were actually
to assist and support or even help
finance the student station as an

indication of their committment

to broadcasting outside their

profit-centred activities.”
Allinall, a decision that bodes

well for student radio as a whole.
RB
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Letters
Post to ‘RIU’ Letters,
PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.

(Not) AMatter Of Gender
Dear Paget St Collective: Ifyou

are soconcerned with the lack of

women writing or being inter-
viewed why don'tyou either write

or join a band? Considering the
number of women in the “indus-

try’, the proportion of quotes is

probably pretty balanced. There
should admittedly be more wom-

en in the business, but until such

time as they come forward, such
things have to be accepted. Why
should an all-woman band be ac-

corded a higher status than their

male counterparts simply be-

cause they are women in a male-
dominated area? Music is gender-
less and should be judged on its

quality,not what sex itsmembers
are. Now that you've taken the first

step and written, why not do

something positive to even the

balance. | as a woman would look
forward to hearing something ...

‘One of the Womb’ Christchurch

Thanks ...

One behalf ofthe 145 prisoners
at the Auckland Medium Security
Prison at Paremoremo, | would like
to take this opportunity to thank
Wentworth Brewster and Willy De
Witt for taking the time and trou-
ble to come up here and Dec 15
and bring a little colour into our

lags. As we are only allowed six
concerts ayear, and while our cell
radios remain firmly locked into
Radio Hauraki, we get precious lit-
tle in the way of entertainment.
Too often it seems that when
bands are feeling charitable, they’ll
play Mt Eden because of itsprox-
imity, or Paremoremo Maximum
for its ghoulish glamour, and we,

stuck in the middle, miss out. | im-

agine this kind ofcaptive audience
would not be easy to play to, and
the ambience must be low on the

desirabilityscale, but these guys
displayed true professionalism,
and they did it for nothing. They
made a lot of fanshere this after-

noon, despite theaverage inmate’s

tastes lying somewhere between

Randy Crawford and Herbs. We,
the casualties ofan imperfect so-

ciety’s concepts of right, salute

you.
Kia ora,

Spider :

James Brown

Living In America (Scotti »
Brothers) 12”

James finally cracks the pop
market with this patriotic funk

homage to the “land of the free”
Pure Brown magic, with pumping
horns and guitars and up-front
drums. And the Hardest Working
Man In Show Business is on fine
vocal form. Taken from Rocky IV,
and it’s worth sitting through all
the muck just to see the greatest
living soul singer in the world. You

just have to work this sucker to

death.

Haywood
Getting Closer (CBS) 12”7

Alreadya club smash and des-
tined to be huge on the pop charts

as well. Produced by the Princess
team of Stock, Aitken and Water-

man, and sweetly sung by Ms Hay-
wood. Best dance record released
this year.
Pet Shop Boys
Westend Girls (Parlophone) 12”

Hung around the upperreaches
of the English chart for weeks, and

likely to do the same here. Sure
sounds nice, with the drum

machines working on a muted hi-

energy beatand a catchy melody.
But what are they talking about?
My bet is on the alienated self in
Western society — but | could be

wrong.
New Order
Subculture (EMI) 12"

Taken from Low Life and given
amassive re-mix fromJohn Robie.
He produces a greatwall ofsound
with some clever breaks, especial-
ly at the end of the dub, where all
electro hell breaks loose. Best
stuff since ‘Confusion
The Smiths
The Boy With the Thorn In His
Side (Rough Trade) 12”

“Lordy, Lordy, Lordy, we all so

miserable now.” This man is pain
personified — not that | don't like
a little despair once in a while, but

at least ‘Charming Man’ had that
Motownbassline, this has nothing.
| think Morrissey should tackle
‘Puff the Magic Dragon’ — now

that’s true angst.
Starpoint
Object of My Desire (WEA) 12”

| suppose youd call this one

steamy or torrid or something,
with lyrics like “Passion fire burns

on and on/Body screams ‘please
make love to me! ” Sultry stuff. Ab-

solutely essential rhythm track
and over thetop soap opera lyrics.
Dynamite.

D.C. Lee

See The Day (CBS)
~ An attempt at the big ballad ala

Dusty Springfield with all the ris-

ing stringsand cascading chords.
It comes off sounding like the
theme song to a very bad 60s

melodrama.Very little soul orstyle
evident here.
Hoodoo Gurus
Like Wow — Wipeout (Bigtime)

Track from MarsNeeds Guitars,
and it sounds bettertaken in iso-

lation. Neatuse of60s sound and
areal evil guitar break. The flip has
a Guru classic with ‘Bring the Hoo-
doo Down, which hasn't been
available before.
Twisted Sister
Leader of the Pack (Atlantic)

Dumb beyond belief, a remake
of the Shangri-Las’ teen death
classic. But there's nothing better
than a little schlock like this baby.
A classic of its kind.

Kerry Buchanan

Shake
Summation

Bird Nest Roys
Whack It All Down (Flying Nun)

To hold in yourhandand look at,
this record has all the exuberance

youd expect from BNRs — colour-

ful cover, silly name, a million
thankyous on the back

...
unfor-

tunately the record itself doesn't

measure up as well. There's noth-
ing atall wrong with the five songs,
but somewhere between the stu-
dio and vinyl they've blanded out

something wicked. It's all a bit
clean and polite and unbrash —

‘Ain't Mutating, being the sweetest

song anyway, suffers the most,
and ‘Cresta’ getsthrough the best
because of that glorious guitar
lick. Considerable volume helps,
particularly on side two — but it
just ain't the band.

Able Tasmans
The Tired Sun (Flying Nun)

The Able Tasmans went in and
made a record — explored their
songsand played around with 'em.
And it's good — particularly the

opening song ‘Patrick’s Mother’
and the wild, Gun Clubby ‘Tom
Song. The most ambitious song,
‘Snow White Chook’ doesn’twork

quite as well as it might, but its
minorshortcomings are scooped
up and tossed away by the (very)
mini-anthem ‘Nelson the Cat’ It's
all helped out by a bright, bold,
bumpy production. Yep. .
Russell Brown
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Rumours
UK & USA :

The Sex Pistols have been

awarded 1,000,000 pounds in a

High Court settlement against
Malcolm McLaren. The money
was the result from MclLaren’s two

management companies, Glitter-
best and Matrixbest in 1979. Sid
Vicious' share went tohis mother.
The decision also gave the group
the rights to the name Sex Pistols
and the Great Rock 'n” Roll Swin-
dle film ... meanwhile; 10 years
on, John Lydon has a new Pil al-

bum called Album and drummer

Paul Cook is apparently looking
to make the big bid for success

soon in The Chiefs Of Relief,

along with various ex-Bow Wow
Wow-ers. Steve Jones is presuma-
bly having a very good time

spending 250,000 quid ... and
Dee Dee Ramone, Joe Strummer
and the Pogues have contributed
songs to the soundtrack of the
Alex Cox movie about Sid 'n’

Nancy, Love Kills. All the songs on

the soundtrack are called ‘Love
Kills, apart froma possible PiL ad-
dition called ‘Love Piks, which

seems to be abeery pun ...

Luther

Vandross sustained three broken

ribs, head and facial lacerations
and acracked hip in the accident
that killed the passenger in the

car he was driving recently. It

seems thecar inexplicably went

out of control and Vandross will

definitelynot face any charges as

aresult ofthe accident ... Jamai-

can musician Patrick Alley has

filed suit against Mick Jagger,
claiming he stole the song Just
Another Night. Alley says he

recorded and copyrighted the

song in 1982
...

new Frankie
Goes To Hollywood LP is provi-
sionally titled Our Cheating
Hearts, apparently in deference

to Holly J's growing interest in,
surprise, country music. Bonus

tracks on the first single will in-

clude aversion of ‘Smoke on the

Water’ ... more than 50 black and

white commercial groups and

singers in South Africa have

grouped together and called for

a boycott of Johannesburg's

centenary celebrations to back
their fairly moderate demands for
the release ofpolitical prisoners,
withdrawal of troops from town-

ships and the lifting ofthe state

of emergency ...
the Street Group

(operator of the Streetsounds
and Streetwave labels) has decid-
ed to join Solar and Rough Trade
in withdrawing its records from
the republic ...

and amid growing
musical protests in the USA

against apartheid (including one

in Nashville), George Benson’s

manager recently received a

short jail sentence for “walking
too close” to the South African
consulate building in Washington
...

other muso-poltical en-

deavours include the Red Wedge
tour in support of the UK Labour
Party, which includes Paul Weller,
BillyBragg, Junior Giscombeand

Jerry Dammers
...

and a series of

big, party-style concerts in aid of

Greenpeace, planned for April
and including Aswad, Big Coun-

try, China Crisis, Echo &the Bun-

nymen,Nik Kershaw, Lioyd Cole,
Simply Red, Thompson Twins,
etc

...
and Nik Kershaw has co-

opted Paul Young, Alison Moyet
and others into a memorial/trib-
ute concert for Phil Lynott, with

proceeds going to the ‘Say No’
anti-heroin appeal ... Big Country
are out ofa 14-month hibernation
and working on a new LP

..

Motorhead have finally cut their

ties with Bronze Records, are now

with GWR and are working on a

new studio album
... the parents

ofa 19-year-old Los Angeles stu-
dentwho killed himself a year ago
intend to sue ozzyOsbourne in
connection with the death, claim-

ing theyouth was affected by the

Osbourne song ‘Suicide Solution,
onthealbum found onthe turnt-
able when the dead youth was

discovered in his bedroom. Os-

bourne has refutedthe charges,
claiming the song is about the al-
coholic death of ex-AC/DC singer
Bon Scott

...
the Go-Betweens

have signed to Beggar's Banquet
for a new LP, due by March, as is

a tour here ... new Dario Agenta
horror pic has a soundtrack

featuring Motorhead, Iron
Maiden and Andi Sex Gang ...

Johnny Paycheck has been in-

dicted by a Grand Jury afteran in-

cident when he shot aman in an

Ohio bar. The most serious ofthe

charges he faces is Felonious As-
sault

...
Todd Rundgren has been

doing a Marvin Gaye medley at
his US gigs ... producer Jellybe-
an Benitez has his own single,
‘Sidewalk Talk, penned by ex-lover
Madonna, who also does backing
vocals, while the lead vocal is
handled by somebody called
Catherine Buchanan

... is Rick
James really writing songs for a

newDonny & Marie album?
...

the

Damned begin a world tour soon.

New single is a cover of the Bar-

ry Ryan oldie ‘Elouise’
... grown-up

UK fanzine Jamming! has sus-

pended publication with financial
and philospohical problems ...

and the new National Discogra-
phy Phone Service in the UK
gives callers detailsofwho played
on whatrecord, when, where, and

quite possibly who made the tea.
It's openforboth publicand mus-

ic industry use, but won't be fully
operational until 1988.

Albums: Husker Du Candy Ap-
ple Grey, the Fall Seeds of a Lu-

natic, Joe Jackson Big World
(live), Peter Frampton Premoni-
tion, Steel Pulse Babylon the Ban-

dit, Alan Parsons Stereotomy,
Topper Headon Waking Up,
Shockabilly ShockabillyHeaven,
A.C.R. TheOld & the New (comp),
Exploited Live In Washington,
Mayo Thompson (ex-Pere Übu)
Corky's Debt To His Father, Gap
Band Gap Band Vil, Don Cherry
Home Boy, Sister Out, Augustus
Pablo Rising Sun, Cocteau Twins
The Pink Opaque (comp), Circle
Jerks Wonderful.

Singles: Elvis Costello 'Don'’t
Let Me Be Misunderstood, Ban-

gles ‘Manic Monday;, Soul Sonic
Force & Melle Mel ‘Who Do You
Think You're Funkin’ With?!

Christchurch
Biue Dolphins is the name of

the latest ventureto include Ham-
ish Kilgour. Other members are

Ross Humphries, Liz Wallace (cel-
l0 Lesley Maclean (flute, percus-
sion) and Jenny Halliday (drums).
Watch for them on the Orienta-
tion circuit ... also on the circuit

are the Bats,who begin their fare-
well tour in March, before they
head offtoconquer England and

Europe ...
Jean Paul Satre Ex-

perience is back together now

thatDave Mulcahey has returned
from Australia. The band will be

supporting the Bats for their
Christchurch dates and hope to

get some airplay on Radio U
(when it returns) as well as play-
ing as often as possible. :

Worlds Apart are to release
their first 12” single some time
this month. Recorded on Night-
shift’s 16-track last year, the A-

side will be ‘Time Will Tell’, with
‘You Never Knew Me’ on the flip.
A video is being produced ...

Scorched earth Policyhave their

new Ep out on Flying Nun in the

next few weeks. Title is Going
Through the Hole In the Back of
Your Head

...
All Fall Down have

lost Jason, who has decided to

form his own band. Ex-drummer
Brett returned to fill in on guitar,
but has now reclaimed his posi-
tion on drums. .

Louie and the Hotsticks have
had arest from their residency at

the Gladstone in order to allow

new guitarist Mark Bradford and
drummer Andre Jayett (ex-
Ragnarok) time to practise. The
band’s EP has been selling well,
but there appears to be a distri-
bution problem. Ex-Hotsticks

singer Helen Mulholland is set to

do some solo recordingsatZM ...

Rick and Anthony have returned
to Sydney, after a very success-
ful tour ofthe South Island, to au-

dition drummers.Apparently part
of their agency deal is that they
have a drummer. They are also set

to start recording their debut al-
bum which will be distributed by
themselves through EMI

...
under

the billing of a ‘Musical Ex-

travaganza Party, the Aranui was

host to a reunion (of sorts) ofthe

Blades, who must be able to

claim tobe oneof ChCh's longest-
lasting cover bands, as well as

having one- of the largest tur-

novers ofmembers. Although the
band didn't quite practise forlong
enough, a large crowd turnedout
both nights fora bit of nostalgia.

The Zetland has re-opened af-

ter being closed for nearly a

month. Atthis stage the pub will

only be open on Friday nightsand
is tentativelyrenamed the Friday
NightClub. Running Promotions
have taken over the bookings, ph
John 61-274 ... Peter Cooke and
Anton Jennerare presently enjoy-
ing the good weatherwhilst prac-

tisingtheir newband
...

the latest
in comedy duos from Australia is

the Ticks, and they should be
touring here around May.
John Greenfield -

Auckland

Overseas releases for NZ

records are happening in a varie-

ty ofspheres this month. Peking
Man have their ‘Room That

Echoes’ single released in Britain,
Australia and Canada before the
end of the month. They should
have an LP completed by the end
of March

...
theChills singles com-

pilation LP Kaleidoscope World

has just been released in England
on Creation Records

... and the
Idles pop up on UK release on Up-
right Records, with the live LP-plus
12” package Agroculture on Up-
right Records.

A 10-town tour in March will be
undertaken by the Stone People,
a four-piece featuring Dave Dob-

byn and Peter Warren of DD
Smash. They will be accompanied
by a film crew and will play West
Coast. towns from Kaikohe to

Queenstown, but no major
centres. Repetoire will consist of

audience requests plus new DD
Smash material.

TheChills have still to settle on

replacements for the two depart-
ed members, especially in the key-
board department. That was the
reason forthe cancellation oftheir

Orientation tour. Negotiations are

underway for another package to

fill the gaps.
The Rising Sun in K Rd is now

in the capable hands ofPaul Rose,
who is looking towards more in-

teresting and innovative booking
policies, including trial Saturday
afternoon gigs. He can bereached

during the day at Record Ex-

change, ph 790-812.

- No Tag are recording several
tracks fora demo which may turn

up on record results are good ...

and none other than the Violent

Femmes spent the dayafter their
Auckland show in Stebbing Stu-
dios laying down some live takes

of their showstopper (which they
didn't play the night before),
‘Dance Motherfucker, for possible
release as a single.
Steve Spencer

Wellington
Jayrem are belting out their

usual varied bag ofgoodies, with
Peter Broggs' ‘Rise and Shine’

and Freddy McGregor with
‘Across the Border, which both fall
into the reggae genre ...

Storm-

bringer’s ‘Life Sentence’isout
...

John Niland, former Hulaman,
releases his Inside album through
Eelman Records ... also Jayrem
have been responsible forthe ex-

cellent American Hardcore and

metal stuffthat's been appearing
in the import bins of your local

record shop lately. o
The Pulse, aka Clyde Quay

tavern, is beating back into action

for local and touring bands and

promoter Leslie Thomas is taking
bookings on (04)851-182 ... the
Terminus has bitten the dust as

a live venue ...
the Boys In Blue

have been showing up in huge
numbers at the gigs of certain

privileged Wellington bands and

generally turning peaceful even-

ings into potential riot zones.

Main victims are metal, reggae
and punky type bands ... Brothers

Gorgonzola are maintaining a

high profile, playing as often as

possible and recording material.
Frontier Studios are busy

working on the new Lionheart al-

bum-and have recently worked
with Tin Syndrome, the Primates
and Tribes Of New Zealand.
Frontier intend to extensivelyup-
date and improve their studio,
which is just one of manyfactors

contributing to a resurgence in
the music scenehere in thecap-
ital

... a number of new fanzines

covering various aspects of the

scene are circulating ... many in-

teresting busking acts are about
the city, including one pair of

threatening looking people who
call themselves the Bankrob-

bers, dress appropriately (even
stockings over the head) and per-
form right outside the BNZ.

Compos Mentis are releasing
a five-track EP called Why Us?.
This release plus older material

can be obtained from David at

637 Fergusson Drive, Upper Hutt.
You can also get their punk anar-
chist mag Communicade

...
the

next few weeks inWellington will
be very busy with theFlyingKiwi

Arts Festival including several ex-

cellent local acts and many
others from around the country.
The festival is being held in con-

junction with the International
Arts Festival and will be based in
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the old Sheaf nightclub, which

has been renamed the Flying
Ballroom for the occasion

... the
Cricketers will also have avery in-
teresting programme running
through the two week period of
the festival, including Roy Harp-
er, known for his session work

with the likes of JimmyPage and

as a solo artist in his own right.
The Manson Family are a new

band
... Eye-Time Entertainment

have an ambitious two-nights at

the Student Union Hall, Victoria
Uni. Fri-Sat 14-15will seeup to20
differentacts fromaround the.na-
tion, a diverse bag including
Dread Beat & Blood, Purple Si-

ren, Go Go Yetis, Jungle Mice,
Otis Mace,Primatesand Flesh D-
Vice. Organisers see the event as

a debut for Eye-Time and further

events are planned throughout
the year.

Flesh D-Vice have just com-

pleted their first independent
video, made by a team of up 'n’

coming film-makers and to be
shown with the release of a new

single ...
the Tombolas will be

busy playing various venues

around the country and are to

record new material.
Gerald Dwyer

Film
KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN
Director: Hector Babenco

_Two men share a cell in aSouth
American gaol. Arregui (Raul Julia)
is a tough and embittered Marxist
whilst his companion Molina (Wil-
liam Hurt) is a prissy, effeminate
homosexual. The clash between

their two personalities is the pivot
around which Babenco has
fashioned this study of obsession,
illusion and layalty.

‘The director made’ his mark in

1981 with the startlingPixote, its
Sao Paulo reform school providing
a microcosm ofthe more general
Brazilian corruption. Kiss of the

Spider Woman is set in an uniden-

tified Latin American country,
much of the action taking place
within the men’s prison cell. The
political oppression and violence
of the outside world is revealed

through the beatings and tortures

administered by the prison
authorities.

The claustrophobia of Spider
Woman is inescapable. As in the

original novel by Manuel Puig, itis

the couple’s verbal sparring match
which provides the main momen-
tum ofthe film. But claustropho-
bia is more than merely being
trapped within the four walls of a

prison cell. Arregui and Molina are

caught within the limitations of

their attitudes and lifestyles: their

passionate truce at the end ofthe
film being all the more ironic when

oneconsiders the various betray-
als that provide the undercurrent
for the film.

The structure of the movie is an

unusual one: the prison dialogues
are punctuated with scenes from

imaginary 1940 s movies — the
realisation ofMolina’s obsession-
al recounting ofmelodramatic film
scenarios. The films-within-a-film

provide an eerie parallel to the
present situation of the two men
and Sonia Braga's extremely arch

playing as Leni Lamaison, the

French cabaret singercaught be-
tween the Nazis and French
resistance, is the perfect compli-
ment to Molina's resolutely campy

turn-of-phrase (“her petite ankle

slips into the perfumed water” is
one specimen).

The shock ofthe final moment

of violence is considerable and
much ofthecredit goesto William

Hurt’s superb performance as Mo-

lina, a performance that won him
theBest Actor’sAwardat lastyear’s
Cannes festival. Unexpected cast-

ing for Hurt (his previous films
have been Russel’s Altered States
and Kasdan's The Big Chill), he

plays Molina with a fierce intelli-

genceand admirable control, eas-

ily manipulating the audience’s

sympathies through his expert de-

velopment of the character over

the course ofthe film. Despite our

initial misgivings, we end up feel-

ing forthis window-dresser drawn

_against his will into a web of polit-
ical intrigue, finally attaining his
own sort of nobility. '

AGNES OF GOD
Director: Norman Jewison

Things have not been the same
at the convent since Mother |g-
natius told itall ... John Pielmeier’s
original Broadway play Agnes of

God played with the dualities of

mystery and mysticism. Agnes, a

young novitiate (MegTilly in the
film) is investigated by forensic

psychiatrist Martha Livingstone
(Jane Fonda) for her part in the
murder ofa new-born child in the
convent. Fonda struggles on stoi-

cally, in spite of the protestations
and obstructions put up by Anne
Bancroft’s Mother Miriam Ruth, a

distinctlyJewish Momma Superi-
or, and one who can kvetch with
the best ofthem (“Dr Livingstone,
I refuse,” she gips to Fonda at one

point in the film). 2

- The original play was written for
these characters alone, using the
one set, and it worked as a dra-
matic piece of some intensity.
Now, radically opened up with
scenes in barns, towers, cour-

trooms, it loses a lot of its former
concentration. The move to Que-
bec seems to provide little pur-
pose except to provide Sven Nyk-
vist, Bergman's cameraman, with
the opportunity forsome rivetting
images. :

- Jewison is still unable to resist
the lure of pure corn — a shot of
the sun bursting out from behind

the clouds after Agnes's confes-
sion or Jane Fonda's final wrap-up
voice-over at the end-of the film.
The performances ofthethree ac-

tresses are what remain with one
after thefinal credits. Not so much

Jane Fonda taking her usual ear-
nest stance, but rather Bancroft's
bristling energy and mercurial
mood changes as Mother Miriam
Ruth and the glowing truth that
Meg Tilly givesto the central role
of Agnes. : : ‘

WHITE NIGHTS
Director: Taylor Hackford

While one might almost forgive
the embarrassing anti-Russian
philosophies of Rambo, with its
comic-book, outrageously biased
approach to its subject matter, it
isconsiderably less easy to accept
the samesentiments in Hackford's
new movie, dressed up with lash-
ings of “culture” and a syrupy
Lionel Ritchie theme song.

Mikhail Baryshnikov and
Gregory Hines are, in their respec-
tive fields, superb dancers, yet
White Nightsgivesthem but little
opportunity to displaytheir talents
in this area. By the same token,
Geraldine Page and Helen Mirren
are stylish actresses and yet the
material given to them on this oc-

casion is negligible to say the
least. The lachrymose Isabella
Rossellini takes far too much of
the screen time and it is hard to

believe what persuaded the Polish
directorJerzySkolimowski to play
the heavy of the piece — the

suave Colonel Chaiko.
But, political issues aside,

together with the criminal misuse
of so many talents (cinema-
tographer David ‘Watkin and

choreographer Twyla Tharp can

be added to this list), a film which
has some pretensions to being a

thriller could well afford to have at

least half and hour trimmed off its

quite excessive running time.

WILLIAM DART

Banzai’s “over-thruster” to break
back into the Bth dimension.

Banzai and the Cavaliers fight
thealiens and save the world. Lots
of other things happen to make

this one hell ofa wild ride through
the mind of a Hollywood
scriptwriter. -

Warning: Don't drink or take

drugs before watching. KB

Video
Roadshow heads the list of re-

cent video releases, with big Ar-

nie Schwarznegger as an android

in The Terminator and Woody Al-
len as a bumbling theatre agent
in his charming Broadway Danny
Rose. Other releases include the
horror movies The Haunted
Palace (with Vincent Price, 1963)
and The Filth Floor, and KGB: The
SecretWar.

- CBS/Fox offers Turk 182, star-

ring Timothy Hutton of The Fal-

con and the Snowman fame.
There'’s also the comedy Smor-

gasboard (starring Jerry Lee

Lewis, Milton Berle and Sammy
Davis Jnr), C.H.U.D. (cannibals in

the sewers of New York!), the
romantic Ladyhawke, The Baron

and the Kid (starring. JohnnyCash
as a pool player), The Burning
Bed (Farrah Fawcett in a dramat-
ic role as abattered wife), and the

suspense-horror Scared To
Death.

Palace video releases include

Blood Feast, the work ofcult hor-

ror director Herschell G. Lewis,
and Britt Ekland getting tacky in

Erotic Images.

The Adventures of Buckaroo
Banzai Across the Bth

Dimension (Roadshow)
Wow, | wish | had written this

one. A film hot on the trails to ob-

livion — just too wild and far gone
daddy for words.

Here's the plot: Buckaroo Ban-
zai is a multi-media star, comic
book hero, scientist and brain sur-

geon. He breaks through to the

Bth dimension inhis jet car (a cus-

tomised Ford) and discovers
aliens. There are good aliens and

bad ones; the good ones (sort of

good, but not too nice) are black
and the bad ones are white and ra-

cist. The “good” aliens blackmail
Buckaroo and his followers (The
Hong Kong Cavaliers) to help
them, by placing an atom bomb
above the earth, and if he doesn’t

stop them — bye bye World.
Now all the aliens are called

John and came to Earth on Hal-

lowelen 1938, the same dayOrson
Welles (well-known computer
salesman) did his famous ‘War of
the Worlds’ broadcast.You see, Or-

son was telling the truth, but the
aliens brainwashed everyone.
Wonderful stuffl

The aliens set up the ‘Yoo Dine’

company as a front (YoYo Dine fea-
tures in Thomas Pynchon’s book

CryingOfLot 49, which has noth-
ing to do with the film, but shows
thatthe scriptwriters did English
Lit. at Yale.) and attempt to use Mr

The Last Metro(Palace Academy)
Francois Truffautdied last year,

leaving behind a body of work

stunning and beautiful. From his

early writhings in Cahiers du Cine-

ma, dealing with “la politique des
auteurs”, re-assessments of Holly-
wood directors like Ray, Fuller and

Ford, and his first perfect films like
Tirez sur le Pianiste and Jules et

Jim. et ,
He leaves us with The Last

Metro, which carries all the

familiar touches ofhis otherfilms,
the fine handlingof the dialectic

between genre and auteur, the
concentration on the microrather

than macropolitical system, and
that particular French sense of
reserve and stylistic modesty.

In this film about the Nazi occu-

pation of Paris, Truffaut tells a sto-

ry about the love affair between 3
husband and wife, and the wife’s

lover, set against thestruggle ofa

theatre remaining open against
censorship and discrimination

against Jews. The theatre be-

comes a metaphor for Truffaut’s
themeof resistance, be it against
facism or dangerous desires. -

Both Catherine Deneuve (
heroine of Bunuel’s Belle de Jour)
and Gerard Depardieu give won-

derful performances in a rich and

important film. If you think Bolero
is a. good example of French film-

making, you're sadly mistaken.

Watch Truffautfor his art and com-

passion and forget about that par-
ticular trans-continental soap

opera. KB
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Best Fetus
Forward

Jed Town & Serum Fort

from A Womb with A View

It takes a certain turn of mind to live

right in the heart of Auckland, a real

determination. We're not talking about

the “inner city” flats advertised in the

paper in pansy bloody Grey Lynnor
Newmarket, or even Ponsonby. We're

talking within a sniff of the exhaust

fumes of Queen Street, theWhite Lady
for breakfast. -

i

" The council forbids it with bylaws,
makes it increasingly unlikely by 4

allowing old, cheap buildings tobe
slaughtered in favour of cold glass
towers. Every now and then it trumpets
its efforts in keeping the inner city alive

by announcing the creation of half a

dozen luxury flats to sell at 200 grand
apiece to people who inhabit the city for

the time it takes to walk from the Fuego
tothe offstreet door. s

The soul of the city is the individuals

who carve out niches despite landlords
and bylaws and lack of plumbing and

actually Jive in the place. e

Jed Town’s niche, FetusProductions HQ, istwo
and a half rooms in an office building with

bedroom-kitchen, lounge ...
and 16-track studio.

The walls are decorated with the paraphernalia
of the FProds career sofar; pix, posters and art-
work from Australia, Japan, Europe, the Windsor

“Fetus Productions? They're Australian
aren't they?” : :

The current New Zealand end of Fetus Produc-
tions is Jed Town and Serum Fort. He was once

in the Features and shewas once a Snoid sister

with precocious North Shore music/theatre
group the Plague.They formed about four years
ago in Sydney, with another NZer, Broxin. The
fourth member, a woman called Pola, still lives

in Sydney also. 4 ik

Jed is tall and slim, not ordinary looking, but
the only outwardly unsualthing about him is his
two top front teeth, filed to points, a-legacy of the

first sojourn in Sydney. Serum ispale, with long

blonde hair and slightly distant eyes. She talks
in a sing-song voice, with an accent from some

imaginary foreign country. She can sometimes
be hard to follow; her trains of thought seem to

connect in different ways than most peoples.
They're both softly friendly, far from the forbid-
ding figures some ofthemusic might suggest.

Recorded output thus far is: Untitled LP (1981);
Fetalmania EP, 1982; SelfManipulation cassette

(1982); The Perfect Product cassette (compila-
tion of old and new material, packaged in Japan,
1983); Environmental LP (recorded on four-track,
mainly by Broxin, 1984, as yetunreleased here);
ThePerfectProduct EP (released late 1985);and
the newly-released album, Luminous Trails.

There have alsobeen various other film, art

and writing projects underthe Fetus Productions
banner. As Jed says: ' ,

“l think everyone's got their own place in Fe-
tus Productions. That's a point Id like to clarify.
I'd like it to be known that Fetus Productions is
like a company name and within the company
is different groups. There’s the Perfect Product

of course, and Environmental with Broxin. The
three of usstarted the thing together and we've
all gone in different directions for a while and
contributed to different things which individuals
have got together themselves. So there are other
people besidesustwo in Fetus Productions”

The album is mainly Jed’s work, and mainly

recorded at Sydney’s Groovex Studios early last

year. The songs were written as theywere record-
ed, Jed working closely with the studio’s owner,
a chap named Groove: :

“I basically come up with an idea and record
it on four-track, just to get the structure. Then |
just like tospend time trying different things out

and after three or four months come up with a

finished product”
As well as Jed's guitar, therecording uses sam-

pled sounds from an Emulator, and a DX7 synth.
Tracks were digitally mixed at another studio and

then transferred onto a 1950 s vintage Revox
tape recorder, “tobring back a bit of warmth”. The

process began to get hurried after Groovex start-

ed folding as the result of a letdown on a costly
film soundtrack deal. So two tracks for the al-
bum, ‘lt's Alright’ and ‘SparksFly’ had to be done

in the home studio in Auckland. Strangely
enough, they attain almost the same sparkling
recording quality. And a warmth uncommon to

electronics-dominated music
...

“Yeah | think a lot of electronic music does

sound cold — mainly because all the instru-
ments are very similar, there's only one tonal

quality” : :
It's also unusual for music methodically put

together with what are normally considered
“cold” instruments to make such unashamed

plays on the emotions as Fetus music does.

- “Yeah. | think thatsort of happens naturally.
When you're workingon stuff you don'tknow how

or why you're playing it and it's coming out and

if you'resatisfied with it, it must have rubbed off
from the last few months that you've worked on

it and lived. It was a strange time back then ..”

...
and Kicking! :

Fetus Productions shows in Auckland this year
have been two-parters. There's the Perfect
Product, which brings in Simon Alexander on

Emulator and keyboards and plays music simi-
lar to the new album — and the Fetals, with De-
berly from Bird Nest Roys on second bass gui-
tar, a wild white-noise punk band (lan Gilroy
drums for both lineups). Was the Fetals thought
up in an attempt to show the songs could work
in a very direct, immediate way?

- “Yeah, you don't have to think about it on stage,
whereas with Perfect Product theres a lot of
things happening when you're playing. You've got
to be aware that this is going on, and ifyou don't
it won't be there, and I'm just getting usedto that
now. The Fetals were like a release in a way, you
didn't have to worry about whatyou did — those

songs are quite easy toplay and you can justfor-
get about playing and do what you feel at the

time. It's something | really like. It's as important
to me as the Perfect Product. :

PO BOX 9555 ¢ 10 REMUERA RD ¢ NEWMARKET °* 542-667
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“l would like to maybe introduce, rather than
just having straight drums, some metallic-

sounding things, just to make it sound a little bit

different than an everyday punk band.

It'll be fine.... :
you'll get it right sometime

... ,
~ Live performanceswith the Perfect Product
took some time to get together after you
returned to NZ. %

“Yeah. | had towork out how the hell we were

going to do it. Because a lot of that stuff, Lu-
minous Trails, is 16 tracks— and | like the idea
of making something sound better than the

record. So | want to be able to use all these in-

strumentsand, as timegoes on, try to mix live

on stage or something. Like mixing in the stu-

dio, to be able touse all those instruments and

have control over them, so you're actually in-

ventingnew things asyou go on. It’s really hard

at the momentbecause we've never had a mix-

er who's been with us longer than a day before
we've played. So there's never been any organi-
sation on that part, which Id like to rectify soon.”

How much sequenced and pre-recordedstuff
are you using? :

“There's no sequencers at all. It's just record-

ed stuff, onto a QXI digital thing, so it's aimost

like it’s played as it’s played on the record. The
basic track, the bass and rhythm and a few cer-

tain subtleties, with the guitars and keyboards
played on top of it and the drumsbringing out

more of a live sound, rather than that stale drum
machine sound. 2

“I've got to get it right some time. It started

coming together towards the end, because we

were a bit more relaxed. But I'd still like to have

abit more control over it, rather than not know-

ing what the hell’s going on. When you're on

stage you're going ‘Where’s the bass? Where's

the echo on this? and it hasn’'t sounded half as

good as it should.”

One of the things that made the last Windsor

gig — the good one — work was the sheer at-

mosphere of the place that night.
“Yeah, that’sthe whole thing. If you don't have

the atmosphere it's pointless playing.” :

...
and Vision?

Fetus Productions performances used to be

-as notable for the films and slide shows as much
as the music. Why have you cut the visuals out?

“It was a kind of test, just to see what it would

be like. And our stage presentation sometimes

is fairly stagnant, we dont move very much
sometimes. And | can't stand watching bands

playing where there doesn’t appear to be much

involvement — it's like they're reading music or

something. And | thinkI'm realising now that the
visuals are an integral partof the Perfect Product,
they convey a lot of emotion as well, and we don't

have to worry about much apart from getting the
music right, so itgives us a lot more freedom and
retains that kind of visual enjoyment.”

Is thatwhy you sometimes use the blood cap-
sules and so on? | know some people who real-
ly hate that

... -
- Jed looks surprised and Serum chimes in:

“Yeah, it's funny! It really makes you notice it —

I've had about three people say that” ;
“l haven't had one ..” says Jed. “Why do they

hate it?” .

“I think there’s lots of angles you could hate it

from,” she says. “One is that if you want to see

violence or something like that, you should really
cut yourself, or it's not extreme enough, so it’s
a wal-ish thing. And then it’s ‘how dare you put
yourself in such a wal-ish position?.

”

| think some people don't like it because it's
theatrical.

“I don't actually act. When I'm doing it, | don't

act — | just like doing it. I'm not really trying to

be theatrical. | mean, peoplehave got theirown

ways of gettinga kick out of things,this is my way
of doing it”

The Beatles Ethic :
You write somekinda pop songs. Do you think

Fetus Productions have the ability to be really
popular, sell lots of records? ‘

“Yeah, definitely” ‘ ;
And still make really good, interesting, maybe

weird, records ... -
e

“Yeah, | wouldn'tsacrifice the musicto dothat,
definitely not. | would have done that a longtime

ago if I'd wanted to”
Serum: “It's funny really, because when you

see films, people accept really strange music
from films.Lots of soundtracks can bequite mu-

sically interesting” -

People accept weird films more readily than

weird music too. e »

“Oh yeah — films like Brazil. The equivalent of

that in music ..” ;
Jed: “I think the ideaall along has been for us

to get into doing films anyway.” :
Does that thing of popularity without com-

promise constitute the Beatles Ethic? :
“Yep. | don't think they ever compromised at

all”

Think it could still happen?
“It depends on how weird you are | suppose.

Everyone wants something different to come

through, so | suppose youd have to be really
different to be that big” - :

You're a bit of a notorious Lennon fan
...

“Notorious ... everyone reckons | sound a bit

like John Lennon and | admit I've been a Beatles
fan since | was about seven, so | suppose you
pick up something. But | don't regard him like a

hero or anything. He's justanother human
...

but

| feel very close to him, I'm sure there’s been
some kind of connection there, a very small
connection.” s ~

SHOCK

Does it concern you that a lot of people still
regard the name and the earlier visuals (of ba-
bies born deformed, etc —the idea being to em-

phasise that Everything has beauty, not just the
conventionally aesthetically beautiful) as shock
tactics?

“Not really, no. My father often accused me of
that being the whole idea of doing it, but | didn't
really worry about it. But he's come around to it
now.”

Serum: “Jed’s good at defending it to people,
but | find it harder, because the level at which

they've thoughtabout it is totally different to the
level I've thoughtabout it. Usually | find that if I've
been shocked by something, not necessarily in

a nasty way or anything, but by something | can't
comprehend, | tend tocarry itround for a while
and look at all aspects of it. Whereas | can see

that immediate reaction too — which is really
suspcious, suspicious of peoples’ motives.”

Jed: “Yeah, that's right. It’s like the film Eraser-
head. When | first saw it, | wasn't shocked by it,
but | was definitely impressedby it. And then af-
ter seeing it three or four times | liked it even

more. It's different every time — you see it in a

different way. ,
“Because everything’s got a story hasn't it? And

some stories are so simple they can be amaz-

ing or completely boring because you've seen it

a thousand times. It's only where the story kind

of loses itself and you have to pick up the pieces
together ... | think that's where Id like to keep
heading, that kind of direction. It's quite a discov-

ery sometimes.”
Serum: “But you've gotta be rough. That's why

you've got to not worryabout peoples’ reactions
like that. There are some things that you hear

and that are so designed not to have any con-

troversy in them oranything at all that makesyou
think. There's excellent stuff and there’s really
good bad stuff —that’swhy | even like badstuff.
Somethingthat’s quite astoundingly bad, at least
there's somethingin it. Things like Duran Duran,
when | hear it | can't even think that | don't like
it, because there's nothing you can pick out and

say ‘oh, wanky drums’ or something. It’s like it's
just designed to try and offend as little as

possible” :

To Come

The Perfect Product won't be appearing live

again for two or three months, but a tour by the

Fetals, possibly forOrientation, is a distinctpos-
sibility. Jed and Serum also wantto finishthe film
they’re working on together (you got a glimpse
of their handiwork with the video for ‘Flicker’ from
the EP). While Jed concentrates on the music,
Serum has also been working on another film

with Richard Von Sturmer and some of her own

writing. And Jed wants to
...

“Just developthe sound that’s coming out now.

This group’s been playing this type of musicfor
years and it's got to diversify a little bit. The
production in particular I'm interested in, trying
to find that. Songs like ‘Anthem’ and another

song called ‘Mg, which isn't on the record, the
guitars are creating, harmonics | suppose isthe

word, so that everything’s got a ring to it — it's
almost like a whistling. Id like to get a really
strong pulse, so the harmonics and the whole
sound are ringing together. Just get this really
powerful pulse happening.” :

"Have your motivations changed?”
“l think the main motivation has just been to

be more in the atmosphere that | enjoy. Rather
than goingout to fulfill something, I'vebasically
found what | want to do and I'm just continuing
it So | think the motivation’s still the same”

Russell Brown
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REVIVAL RECORDS
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The Great White Sharkey
From the Undertones to the Top of the Pops

“So you think you're so clever, never

in doubt,” (Family Entertainment’) was

the first line | ever heard Feargal
Sharkey sing. It was the first song off
the first Undertones’ album, 13 songs
that weightlessly and innocently lifted

the pop crown from the Ramones and

the Buzzcocks. That was in 1979, and

even then it was obvious that Sharkey’s
rasping vocal was the ideal means for

conveying the pathos and sense of

tragedy that lay beneath the surface of

many of the O'Neills’ songs.
This perfect marriage lasted for four.

albums and 13 singles, each record
being more serious and more ambitious

than its predecessor, an evolution

Sharkey was more than happy with:

“I think The Sin of Pride was the best album

the Undertones ever made. It came as a great
disappointment that it wasn't as successful as its

predecessors. | felt that we had done a helluva
good job on it and | can remember vividly that

it was very hard work. We deliberately tried to go
off on a completely different direction by writing
deeper songs and we set ourselves a long list of
tasks and | felt we achieved all of them. But not
everyone seemed to agree with it”

Salad Days :
The release of Sharkey’s first solo album

prompted this phone interview a week before

Christmas. Entitled simply Feargal Sharkey, the

album leaves his Undertones’ past well and truly
behind, not only in styles, but in the fact that he's

co-written half the songs with the Eurythmics’
Dave Stewart. Didn't you have the desire to write
songs with the Undertones?

~ “No, it was somethingthat didn't fascinate me

at all at the time. Plus there were a couple of guys
in the Undertones who were doing quite well for
themselves without me interfering. Atthat stage
| was more interested in learningabout produc-
tion and that sort of thing.

So what influence did you have on the Under-
tones’ music?

“Quite a big bit. The Undertones were unique,
five very different characters and ifyou'd taken

away any one of them itwouldn't have been the
same. - : :

“What we did was we would go into the rehear-
sal room and someone would come in with a

chord structure oran idea for a chorus and wed

battle it out for days on end and produce a

finished song.”
Being Irish, the Undertones were often com-

pared to Stiff Little Fingers, whose ham-fisted
barbed wire descriptions of the Irish troubles
contrasted with the more subtle personal polit-
ics of the O'Neills at their best, as in ‘Life’s Too
Easy, ‘You're Welcome’ and the title track from
The Sin of Pride.

“Politically, | don't think it does any good try-
ingto ram thingsdown peoples’ throats,” explains
Sharkey. “l think it's more importantthat people
make their own decision on a particular subject
as then ithas a more lasting effect. If | getup and
start shouting that this and that are wrong peo-
ple may listen but in a short space of time they're
gonna turn around and say ‘Who the hell are you,

telling me what to do?’ | would prefer to open

peoples’ minds and make them more aware and

maybe then theyd try to find out for themselves”
Since the Undertones split in May 1983, the

O'Neills have formed the more explicitly political
That Petrol Emotion and Sharkey has gone the
other way, into the vast mid-Atlantic marketplace.
Was this division a reason why the Undertones

“No, sorry to disappoint you. | left as there were

other things | wanted to try and | felt | had done
as much with the Undertones as | possibly could.
And in actual fact ‘Ghost Train’ (on the solo al-
bum) isabout politics but in a verysubtle sense”

After leaving the band did you find it difficult
settling on a musical direction?

“Yeah, that's why | haven't. | decided | didn't
want to write justone good song and then carry
on and do 12 different variations on that and call
it an album. | try very hard not to have one mu-

sical style and that's why the album covers such
a broad range of material”

So with the Undertones you felt you were be-
ing trapped in one style?

“Yeah, | felt a little bit like that”
And that was probably because you weren't

writing any of the songs?
“Yeah, probably.”

Testing the Water :
Feargal (pronounced Fur-gul) Sharkey was

born into a large working class family in Derry,
Northern Ireland, 27 years ago. He was blessed
with a voice thatcould strip paint and the stereo-

typed Irish temper that | was to be on the receiv-
ing end of before the end of the interview. So he's
sensitive and sometimes garrulous and some-
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times clipped and abrupt in his answers. It's

tough gettingto the top and that'swhy he's taken

two and a half years to release his album:

“| decided | wanted to be able to do as much

of the album as possible, and thatmeant not only
making the record itself, but doing the cover, the

videos, ads and t-shirts. Everything. And there

were a lot ofthings | didn't know anything about,
like directing videos, lighting video sets and the

difference between a red-head and a blonde-

head. | felt | had to go and learn about these and

that’s what I've spent the two years doing’”
And this meant you had to move to London

three years ago?
~ “Yeah, there's not too many graphic design
schools in Ireland, and because I'd made a list

of stuff | wanted to learn about it ruled out stay-
ing in Ireland. | could've moved to New York as

easy as London. It just had to be a big media

centre”

Despite this careful planning, Sharkey's first

record was an accident.

“Vince (Clarke) had left Yazoo just after I'd left

the Undertones and in the gossip column in one

of the music papers it said we were working in

the studio together and at that stage that was

complete and utter lies, as I'd never even met

Vince Clarke. But Daniel Miller, who runs Vince's

record company, Mute Records, and who was a

big Undertones fan, read it and thought bloody
hell, that's a good idea. The next day Vince rang
me up and said hed written this song and hed

send me a tape of it and if | liked it we could do

something in the studio. It was all fairly easy.
Timewise | got the phone call from Vince on a

Thursday, the tape on Friday, | worked on it over

the weekend, | flew into London on Monday and

we did it on Tuesday.”
‘Never Never’ is a typical qualityVince Clarke bal-

lad, spare, melodic and genuinely moving. A

song ideally suited to Sharkey's vocal style.
“It’'s a terrific song. To be honest, at the begin-

ning | was a bit suspicious about the whole thing
until | heard the song. It’s brilliant, | hate him for

it (laughs). I'm jealous. The record was good for

both of us as it was enjoyable because there was

no pressure to do a follow-up single or album. I've

a lot of fond memories of that period.”
Before he tackled his album Sharkey had two

further warm-ups, the first with Madness on

‘Listen To Your Father’ and the second the

mawkish ‘Loving You’ with Queen’s Roger Taylor
producing and Sharkey sharing the writing
creditswith the Human League’s Jo Callis (who,
incidentally, wrote his bestsongs with the Rezil-

los, a band who had more than a passing in-

fluence on the Undertones).
So, three singles of no fixed approach paved

the way for an album that is the result of whim

and meticulous deliberation, contradictory qual-
ities inherent in Sharkey’s character.

Feargal Sharkey seems to be American in

character?
“I shouldn't think so. (Pause) I'm not American

so how can | make an American record?”
I must ask Costello that. But your covers are

mainly American and there's an R&B feel to the

songs you've written with Dave Stewart:
“For me a good song must have a little bit of

blues or emotion in it but on my songs it's sub-

conscious blues on my part if it is, it's purely ac-

cidental. | make records purely by instinct, | don't

sit down with a little piece of paper and contrive

a song or anything. | go into the studio and make

noises on tape and when | get a bunch of noises
that are interesting or pleasing to listen to | turn
them into a song.

After | left the Undertones my eventual aim

was to write songs and | felt that if | managed to

write one or two for the album I'd be quite hap-
py. A long termaim was to have a Feargal Shar-

key album written by Feargal Sharkey. So there's
six songs (five by my count Feargal) on this al-
bum and I've beaten my own target. So that's
alright”

The Americanization of Feargal is further en-

hanced by the fact that the album was mixed by
Tom Petty’s engineer, Shelly Yakus, in LA. Miles

from Derry.

“Dave (Stewart) and | had been doing the back-

ing tracks up in North London and we decided
that it would be nice just to go away somewhere
to to do the mixes. And, quite honestly, we got
a map and we picked.a place where wed both
been and liked and that place was LA. It was

purely because we felt that we would have a pret-
ty good time thereso there's no deep, meaning-
ful musical reasons for the choice, it was just a

whim on our part”
The reason we used Shelly was that once we

got him there we wanted the best engineer and

a lot of people recommended him and as it

turned out he was totally brilliant. He's an amaz-

ing guy.”’

The Little Thief

“To be perfectly honest | pinched ‘You Little

Thief’ and ‘Good Heart. Dave had been in LA

finishing the last Eurthymics' album and hed

gone around to to visit Maria McKee (Lone
Justice) and shed just about finished writing
‘Good Heart’ and so she played it to Dave on pi-
ano and he recorded it on his walkman. A few

months later Dave and | were just sitting around

talking and he playedit justto get a second opin-
ion and the basic song just knocked me out. It

was a big challenge for me to take a song that

| essentially loved and take it in a direction that

Maria could never imagine it could have gone in.

Originally it was a very C&W orbluegrass type of

song and Dave and | just wanted to turn it into

a great pop single.” :
By no stretch of the imagination is ‘Good

Heart’ a great pop single, unless great means

successful as it spent two weeks at thetop of the

British charts. Believe me, neither Stewart, Shar-

key or McKee are capable of creating a GreatPop
Single.

Yet Tom Petty’s keyboard player Benmont

Tench comes closest with ‘“You Little Thief”:

“Ben has been a very good friend of Dave'sand

mine for some time and he's been getting into
songwriting and so he sent us this tape with
three or four songs on it. When Dave and | got
‘You Little Thief’ it was a slow, melodic ballad, but

we felt that the basic song was good enough to

turn it into what it is now, much to Ben's horror.

It's a really clever lyric too.”

With “You Little Thief’ you get the impression
that the singer is only as good as the song, an

old cliche that might cause Sharkey to send
Christmas cards to the O’Neills.

A Chrissie Hynde song, ‘Made To Measure,
also gets the Sharkey treatment:

“I've known Chrissie for donkeys and every so

often Dave, me and Chrissie and a few others get
together and mess around playing songs. It was

during one of these sessions that she played
‘Made To Measure, a song she had written a while

back but forgot she had. Again, it just knocked

me out, so | said ‘give it to me Chrissie, | want

it;” Sharkey concludes with mock lewdness.

Feargal Sharkey signs out with a respectful
version of Womack’s ‘lt's All Over Now, a song so

well known that it's become a standard. So why
do another version?

“A pure accident. My basic motto in the stu-
dio’is anything can happen, and a record isn't
finished until it becomes a piece of plastic and
then | can't do anymore to it. Dave was playing
some chordsand it reminded me of ‘lt’s All Over
Now’ and they weren't even the right chords and

started singing it and it started to sound interest-
ing. So then we had to go out and buy the record

to work out the proper chords and lyrics.And we

did it literally within 40 minutes. The verification
of that is at the beginning of the song there’s a
thunderstormthat's well mixed in as at the time
of recording there was a thunderstorm and we

stuck the mike out the window””

Jaws
When Sharkey was in LA galavanting around

town and waiting for the album to be mixed,
NME's Gavin Martin made the pertinent obser-
vation that when “his jaws stop chopping like a

speedy railway barber
...

it becomes obvious that
he's credibility conscious.”

Credibility turns out to be a touchy topic with

Sharkey, probably because he's been critically.
roasted since the release of his album. With the
Undertones he enjoyed endless press raves and
the band didn’t go hungry. Now, with an album

as safe as milk and a singlethat spent two weeks

at the top of the UK charts, he's commercially en-
tered the Young-Moyet league.

“I hope not. (Silence) For fuck’s sake, if what

you're getting at is the fact that I've gone and

copped out and made a commercial album then

you're talking complete and utter crap, okay? For
the songs on this album are as good as any
songs the Undertones have ever done. A song
like ‘Love and Hate' is as left of centre as you're
gonna get. This copping out is complete and ut-
ter bullshit and I'm gettingreally fed up with hear-

ing it. Whydon't you go and have a listen to it and

just open your ears?”

Sharkey is a-mite pissed off, obviously pro-
voked by the unfavourable comparisons between
his past and present and by being categorised
alongside Young and Moyet:

“I would find it very narrow-minded of people
if they did, | would object to being categorised
with them. | don't wantto be regarded as an ‘en-
tertainer”. | write damn good songs and | want

to gain respect for what | do. Can | help it that

people actually like what I've done and have gone
out and bought it? Should | be ashamed of that?
But | don't want to be a singer. If | wanted an even-

ing chat show on TV | would go and do it”
George KayFeargal Sharkey in Undertones days.
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Records
The Clash
Cut The Crap
GBS

Big Audio Dynamite
This Is Big Audio Dynamite
CBS '

With these two albums, the

truth finally emerges about the

schizophrenic nature which des-

troyed the great band that was

once the Clash.
The split was inevitable, with

two giant egos vying for

dominance. Joe Strummer’s voice

sang the Youth Anthems, the Hit

Singles, while Mick Jones provid-
ed the lightand shade and some
of the best moments of London

Calling, Sandinista and Combat

Rock. Strummer became ob-

sessed with the Clash Image, the

streetwise rebel, the latterday
James Dean. He showed just how

much this vision controlled him

when the Clash toured here a few

years back, avoiding the press
conference which Jones so deft-

ly controlled to go out busking in

Auckland. So what did thatprove?
Not much, as the new Clash LP

shows.
Even thetitle lacks shock value,

because it’s so obvious. About all

it will achieve is the dubious dis-

tinction of not being mentioned

on mainstream radio. The sleeve

is justas much a pose, a hybrid of

the debut LP and Black Market

Clash. The music is mostly the

same old thrash, dated and some-

times frankly embarrassing (no
way would Jones ever have been

associated with a pathetic breast-

beater like ‘We Are The Clash)).
Strummer’s voice has become

more off-key and raucous, while
the rest of the New Clash provide
only token support.

Give Mick Jones credit, he's try-
ing to expand on the ideas hinted
at in the lasttwo Clash albums. Big
Audio Dynamite ventures into

electrobeat territory and comes

out intact.

Jones has a more subtle ap-
proach, although his message still

parallels that of Strummer. He

gains the edge on melody and

manages to create a New Dance
in the process. His sound is

definitely funky, definitely militant,
perhaps more American than Brit-
ish. But at least he wears his in-
fluences like a new suit rather than

an old raincoat (which has certain-

ly let Strummer down).
‘The Bottom Lin€e’ is one great

song the Clash never recorded,

along with ‘E=MC?2, both of which

logically follow the patterns ofthe
second side ofCombat Rock. On
‘A Party, which starts out as a reg-
gaefied disco number, Jones
seems to reflect with some bitter-
ness on the Clash Years:

White Knight write our wrongs
Lyrics for the protest songs
Number one, top of the charts
Rock n’ roll bleeding hearts

Strummer’s problem is that he

still believes he's the White Knight.
Jones (despite his terrible LP

cover) seems to have dismissed
the myth. He's also writing better
songs. No future? Depends on

who you believe.
Duncan Campbell

Tom Waits
Rain Dogs
Island

Waits has always been a wild

card, a queer fish. Claiming to

have been born in a moving taxi,
he grew up in California and grew
out of the American tradition of

beat poetry and dustbowl blues.

Since 1973 he’s made eight
albums and been involved with
Rickie Lee Jones before being
dropped by Asylum. Legends
have been made of less.

His first alboum for Island,
1983’s brilliant Swordfish-
trombones, was an odyssey
through human wreckage, the
losers who populate Waits’ imag-
ination, his literary world. Rain
Dogs is a sequel to this nether-

world, this maggotty underbelly.
From the one-armed dwarf of

‘Singapore’ to thefamily portraits
of ‘Cemetary Polka, Waits' charac-
ters emerge larger than life; ugly
parodies trying to avoid the

stereotype.
Unlike Springsteen, for Waits

reality is only a base for his imag-
ination and in the few recent in-

terviews he's given he flits in and
out of the real world mixing fact
and fantasy in the same way that
his songs often exaggerate the
human condition.

Musically, Rain Dogs follows
the lead ofSwordfishtrombones,
with the bastard blues of ‘Gun
Street Girl’, ‘Union Square, ‘Blind
Love’ and ‘Walking Spanish’ and

the orthodox aproach of ballads
like ‘Hang Down Your Head’ and
the Springsteen-ish ‘Downtown
Train’ being some of the best

songs you'll hear all year.
And with this in mind it's not

hard to see why NME ranked this
album as being first equal with

Psychochandy in last year’s
stakes. Is it that good? Well, it
doesn’'t come up to the genius
that shone on Swordfish-
trombones, but its best has some

weird heart that makes Waits

pretty well indispensable.
George Kay

Various Artists
Krush Groove

Warners

Rapping has been a vital part of

Afro-American music throughout
its history. From the rhythms of

Africa, stretching through the

blues, be-bop singers, Cab Callo-

way, Bo Diddley, the Last Poets,

right up to the hip-hop of Afrika

Bambaataa and the metal attack

of Run DMC. Now we have Krush

Groove — the movie and sound-
track which will hopefully make

rap a popular form in New

Zealand.

It includes some of the true

heavyweights of rap, in the Fat

Boys, who talk about food and

things on ‘All You Can Eat’ with a

fresh beat, but not quite as tough
as their monster Jailhouse Rap.
But if you want tough, meet the

Beastie Boys, a nasty bunch of

white boys who used to play hard-

core until they discovered the beat
of the Bronx. With ‘She’s On It;
they take the strangely hip in-

fluence ofAC/DC and hop itup —

a big sound and definitely Def.

LL Cool J, the 16-year-old
master of the rhyme, has a great
rap on modern living with ‘| Can't
Live Without My Radio, which

beats the old master Kurtis Blow’s

declaration of‘lf | Ruled the World:

The rap apocalypse comes in
the combined ‘Krush Groovin’,

with the Fat Boys and Run DMC

trading lines with Kurtis Blow and
Sheila E. Sadly, that'sthe only ap-
pearance of Run DMC on the

whole album. | hope there's more

of them in the movie.
The non-rap tracks just die in

comparison, with Debbie Harry
being particularly weak and the
lead track sung by Chaka Khan
there for purely commercial

reasons.

This is an important aloum for
the commercial visibility ofrap in

New Zealand and, by the sounds
of it, a great movie.

Kerry Buchanan

Tom Petty
and the Heartbreakers
Pack Up the Plantation
MCA

Double live albums have long
since been the accepted format

for conveying the live perform-
ance in totality. Gone are the days
of the sharply edited single explo-
sions of the Who, Stones and

MCS; the double barrel is here to

stay and like its studio counter-

partithas drawbacks in anidiom

(pop; rock ‘n"roll, funk, soul, call
it what you like)where the atten-

tion spanis ideally geared to the

three minute single.
Petty’s Pack Up the Plantation,

predictably enough is a stack of

his five minutesingles backed by
some faithful blasts ofpast stan-

dards like the Animals’ ‘Dont

Bring Me Down’, the llsley
Brothers’ ‘Shout’ and Petty’s own

career booster, the Byrds' ‘So You

Want To Be A Rock ‘n’ Roll Star
Nice and sweet, and although it

avoids the pitfalls of his studio

albums (bum songs) there is an

overall sickly feeling that Petty is

playing to the converted, con-

sequently the performances lack
the desperation or keenness that

makes great live music.
So we've got to settle for the

precise playing of his greatest
hits and the preciousness of

audience adulation when they
takeover the vocal of ‘Breakdown!
“You'll do me out of a job,” sighs
Petty and 10 years ago that
would've been athreat, now it's a

promise.
Like most double live albums

(notable exceptionsare the Doors

and the Ramones), PUP is the
result of Having Made It, the end

product ofSuccess. If only these

guys made double live albums

when theywere starving.. . ..

George Kay .

Big Audio Dynamite (L-R): Greg Roberts, Leo Williams,
Mick Jones, Don Lettes.

Tom Waits

Kurtis Blow
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ENEW: MADONNA DURAN DURAN IRON MAIDEN INXS;
. All on high quality VHS tapes:

=~

INXS ‘The Swing & Other Stories’, -~
“ MADONNA LIVE Virgin Tour. All Il tracks & documentary footage, = &

% the hits, 10 tracks, 50 mins, $49.50. ° 58 mins $65 il o g

% NOW 6 19 hits; ÜB4O & Chryssie Hynde, ':: GRACE JONES ‘One Man Show’, $69
.. Simple Minds, Arcadia. See page 5. - - ULTRAVOX ‘Collection’ 12 hit .
| DURAN DURAN ‘Arena’ $39.95. . videos, 60 mins $69. =

“

DURAN 'Sing Blue Silver’ $39.95. " ..< 808 MARLEY ‘Legend’ I 3 tracks, %
2 IRON MAIDEN ‘Live After Death’ =~ 54 mins $69. . .. . .

= -
%90 mins $44.95. s PHIL COLLINS ‘No Jacket Required:
» ECHO & BUNNYMEN ‘Pictures On ' EP’, 5 tracks, 28mins, $59. §

My Wall’, 14 tracks, 58 mins $65
.

ELVIS '6B Comeback Special’, 20 hits,..
" HOWARD JONES ‘Like To Get To .= : 76émins, $65. 1T %
i Know You Well; live & clips, 58 mins $65 . DAVID BOWIE ‘Ricochet’, behind
“VIDEO AID 21 hit videos donated by scenes portrait on ‘Serious Moonlight = 2
= artists. Proceeds to Band Aid Trust. Tour'*s9 minutes. Includes 5 live tracks. &
. Durans, Spandau Ballet, Wham! "> $59.50. o2 an iR

..
Frankie, Style Council, Ultravox. $39.50. GENESIS live. MamaTour. 102 mins. $69

- MOCKERS Video Hits, 13 tracks,s49.9s.. TWISTED SISTER ‘Stay Hungry', | |-
“MENTAL AS ANYTHING -~ tracks, 9 live, 2 clips, 60 mins. $59.50.

# ‘Monumental’ 19 song, 85 minute © "CHAKA KHAN ‘This Is My Night', =

madcap video. $29.95. v..o 10 tracks live. $59.50. .oz

.U2 ‘Live at Red Rocks’ ‘Under A%% < - ÜB4O Live $59.50. © .. %

. Blood Red Sky’, 12 tracks live $59.50. GARY MOORE ‘Emerald Aisles’ Live -
~

CULTURE CLUB ‘Kiss Across The .in Ireland, 11 tracks $59.50. .&.= §
Ocean’, live. $59.50. < i+ i\OMD ‘Crush’ Il tracks, 70 mins $59.50%

“ To purchase, post payment to VIDEOS BY MAIL, PO Box 5689, Auckland |."g
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Pete Townshend The Jesus and Mary Chain - Repo Man ==~ Twisted Sister = Cold Chisel -=
White City — A Novel ..~ Psycho Candy -. =.. Movie Soundtrack .. ... ... Come Out and Play --.. - Radio Songs, A Best of .-
The new solo album from The Who's ~ From the UK indie scene the most .‘'“:A tough Hardcore soundtrack with ' The latest from Twisted Sister with .- .12 of the best from Cold Chisel - .

legendary guitarist. The music also .- - impressive debut in years —a.. .. .
tracks by Iggy Pop, Black Flag; Suicidal imported pop-up LP cover, the single . includes classics ‘Cheap Wine’, =. .

features in a long-form video film ... remarkable album — includes singles . Tendencies, Circle Jerks, Plugz, Juicy = ‘Leader of the Pack’ plus Be Chrool to -Breakfast at Sweethearts’, 'Khe Sanh’,
written by Townshend and directed by ‘Just Like Honey’, Understand’, = Bananas, Fear and Burning Sensations.

.
Your Scuel’, 1 Believe in Rock'n Roll’"- You Got Nothing | Want', Forever.

Richard Lowenstein. First single is the
=

You Trip Me Up’. The NME writers’> - . Tracks originate from the USA indie ~. Rated “H” — this record contains some ‘Now'etc..===7.o ..20
attention-grabbing ‘Face The Face’'. .. - Album of the Year! .=~ < --~ San Andreas Records. -~* " words and phrases that require a sense -~~~ .0 o = o oo0
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. Krush Groove -~ = Atlantic Rhythm & Blues

= Starpoint ~~“.°. Philip-Michael Thomas =-Read,_y, For The World
Movie Soundtrack ..- . 1947-1974, 14 LP Set '~. - Restless "= .'...% ° . Living the Book of My Life Ready For The World '=
All the hip rappers on one record —LL - A deluxe collection of the best of - : One of America’s leading funk bands is . From the ‘Miami Vice’ star, 10 songs all More modern post-Prince funk from"
Cool J, Kurtis Blow, Fat Boys, Beastie = -Atlantic labels’ R&B and soul music — now on NZ release. The hot dancefloor written by Thomas himself, which the ‘Oh Sheila’ aggregation. Next hit on

Boys, Force MD’s plus Chaka Khan, 186 classic songs on 14 albums, trackis Of My Desire’. =~- ' . range from reggae to R&B, from ;= . their list is ‘Digital Display’ -~ "= 50
Sheila E, Gap Band and Debbie Harry. remastered, excellently packaged with .= == oie =wstinmmeiiiini &o rockers to ballads. The first single Just=iso& eah el L-

oo e s2 extensive sleeve notes. From pioneers - oo o b oot8 The Way | Planned It makes you want o 0 i .i is eo
Coese e eso Joe Turner etc to stars of soul, Aretha --k oo e oti 0 to take Thomas home and turn him on. b in e ; e
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Ry Cooder/Various = Ruben Blades

G

. Phillip Glass =~ John Miles Band 10,000 Maniacs = . L=

Alamo Bay Movie Soundtrack y Seis del Solar ..¢.. " Mishima Film Soundtrack .-~ Transition .=~ ..... " The Wishing Chair = =-
Cooder once again works atmospheric They call him the Spanish Springsteen. Phillip Glass takes minimalist music to A fiery guitarist, fluent keyboardist, .- -Named after a 50s horror flick, this .-

magic with musicians such as Van = Blades is taking America by storm with the Max in this highly rated soundtrack .- gutsy singer and talented composer, °band hail from Lucille Ball's hometown

Dyke Parks, David Lindley and Jim . - his skilful political songs with = - from the Francis Coppola & Lucas film . this Englishman is a mulit-faceted - .. — Jamestown, New York. Lead singer
Keltner. Vocals are by Ry Cooder, John Caribbean rhythms. The premier salsa production. =7" = = ~=.=

.~ talent. Musos on the album include. Natalie Merchant is the compelling -
Hiatt, Los Lobos’ Cesar Rosas and ===- artist in the world, exploring the ===2: cneante o 0 oo e0

Jethro Tull drummer Barriemore --~ poet/singer fronting this critically.= :
ethnic singers Lee Ving, David Hidalgo. cutting edge of Latin-American music. ;.=..o«co - = e0 Barlow — producers include Trevor -- - acclaimed band. They recorded this ,-
egL LTS ee s e e . e st s)Doe Rabin (Yes) and Pat Moran. oo 1tdebut LP in London.
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; Emmylou !Harris el g Geor?e Strait =oo Joe Lynn §Turner -~ The Sisters of Mercy = New Edition = =
Thirteen : Something Special Rescue You First And Last And Always ~ All For Love

The second album since she relocated .New album from country star George . His voice melts ice those who know Another gem from the British indie =~ Once again the popeteers of funk.-
in Nashville so the feel is classic <- Strait. Hot takes include Blue Is Not A"- his work in Rainbow know of Turner’s- scene. With ‘First And Last And.. .. striketheright chord with a new,...
country but the songs are diverse in .-Word', You Sure Got This Ol' Redneck intense vocals. VVeteran rock producer Always), Sisters of Mercy establish "-album For Love’ and once again it’s
origin from Springsteen’s My . Feelin’ Blue’ and ‘Dance Time In Texas. Roy Thomas Baker pulls together a taut - themselves as a band of considerable .. packed full of singles. =".000

| Father’s House’ to ‘Mystery Train’. -- Lnecien RSN RL TR etbalance as voice and instruments duel importance. et sRt Dse T
| : ' : to a glorious death.- : :

- Look out for
... a fabulous funk album from Col. Abrams (produced by Richard James Burgess) ... a new album entitled See Through Spirits’ from jazz-flutist Herbie Mann

. .. neat reissue is’.. =
. Bobby Darin & JohnnyMercer with Billy May & his Orchestra plus don'tforget SOUL best ofs (in stores now) from Aretha Franklin, Otis Redding, Sam & Dave, Joe Tex, Wilson Pickett and .

=i Booker T & the MGs i s eyei e e ee N S e s < R e R eee
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Records

Various Artists
Repo Man ‘
MCA

Hard core independent Ameri-
can music from a hard core in-

dependent American film. Repo
Man stars Harry Dean Stanton

(Paris Texas, Alien, etc) as the

NUMEro uno car repossessor get-
ting involved in theLA band scene
and mixed up with something
extra-terrestrial. Thefilm came out
in 1984 and died, until midnight
showings developed it into a hot

item. :
The soundtrack has some great

moments and works better than
the comparable Return ofthe Liv-
ing Dead. There's Iggy Pop’s nifty
title track and hardcore funwith
Black Flag's ‘TV Party’ (a different
version from the one on

Damagead). Circle Jerks contribute
‘Coup D’Etat’ and a surprise
acoustic numbercalled ‘When the

Shit Hits the Fan: Suicidal Tenden-
cies have done better songs, but
their ‘lnstitutionalised’ fits the
mood ofthe movie, as does Fear’s
‘Let's Start A War. The most in-

teresting tracks for me are the
Chicano tracks by the Plugz, with
‘EI Claudy La Cruz’ and a version
of ‘Secret Agent Man!

Otherthan the Dead Kennedys,
this is the first local release for
American hardcore — hopefully it
won't be the last. Things like
Husker Du and the Meat Puppets
deserve more coverage than a few

copies in the import bins.
Kerry Buchanan

Andrew Poppy
The Beating of Wings
ZIE

Andrew Poppy does not deal
directlywith things. Like his clas-
sical forebears, to whom he pays
some much homage (Bach in par-
ticular?), he doesnot directlycom-
ment on love, smoking, hangovers,
infidelity, vacillation, misery and

the dozen or so other emotions
thatplague humankind, nor does
he inspire oneto dance orsing or

kiss someone. On these points,
even Wham! are ahead; is Andrew

Poppy the product of naive

academicism, or merely positive
thinking?

This thing called The Beatingof
Wings(including thetitle’s strange
and meaningless attached “for-
mulae” of S/B/Ch and K/W/Th) con-
sistsof four pieces, each some 20
minutes long. They are no more

complex in structure (and no less

accessible) than Mike Oldfield's

Hergest Ridge, or Nina Simone’s
recent and sublime ‘Vous Etes
Seuls, Maisje Desire Etre Avec
Nous' (not as weightyas it reads);
it is theirstylisticorigin that is the
source of their newness and
austerity to Pop ears, rather than
the thinking behind them. There
is a “serious” attempt to combine
“modern” and “classical” in ‘Listen-

ing “In; and it fails miserably;
‘Listening In’ is all reason and no

purpose.
Afterstalking up and down the

room a bit, some emotions be-
come clear. ‘Cadenza’ is a very
pretty and delicate piece, even

ending as it does on a sharp, sin-

gle and grating note. ‘The Object
Is A Hungry Wolf' takes time to

make its point ofsombre complex-
ity; like much of the album, you
wonder if it could not be achieved
in slightly less time.

So this album made me think.

But would | be so eager if | did not

have to review it? I'm eager about
a lot of music, as are countless
others, and that is the crux ofthe
problem; AndrewPoppy does not

need you to be so.

Chad Taylor

Robyn Hitchcock
& the Egyptians
fegMANIA ,
Bigtime

Boyoboy, does this Robyn Hitch-

cock deliver a great line in Syd Bar-
rett impersonations! He's been do-

ing themsince his Soft Boys days
back in '77, and he still sings ‘em

in ‘B6, along with running offa fair-
ly-nifty lyric in the Barrettvein.

fegMANIA is unmistakeably En-

glish, mildly psychedelic and non-

heavy ...
but rather uneven. It

opens pleasantly enough with
‘Egyptian Cream) then ‘Another
Bubble, before really taking off
with ‘l'm Only You'

Thenit's ‘My Wife and My Dead
Wife’ with an immediate tune and

great silly words: “I'm drilling holes
in the walls, | turn round and my
dead wife's upstairs, she's still

wearing flares, she talks out loud
but no-one hears

...
am | the only

one who sees her?” ‘Goodnight |
Say’ closes side one (and, sadly,
most of the fun) with a bashing
chorus that works jus’ fine.

‘The Man With the Lightbulb
Head' contains as delightfullycor-

ny a lyric as you'd expect, but apart
from ‘The Fly, side two merely
slides pleasantly by without living
up to the promise shown on the

first side. The lyricsare all simple
and neat, but the musical inven-
tiveness is not sustained all the

way ... : :

fegMANIA’s highs are high, and

the whole thing’s nice, but it just
misses on catching me fully.
Paul McKessar

Albert Collins, Robert Cray,
Johnny Copeland ;
Showdown , :
Alligator ,

The teaming of individual stars
too often makes for dull records in
which one dominates or all with-
draw slightly; seldom do the par-

ticipants give more than one

would expect(or hope for). In the
blues context, the 8.8. King/Bob-
by Bland collaborations are nota-

bly disappointing. :
However, Showdown exceeds alt

expectations and is one of the

most exciting of modern blues
albums.

Producers Bruce Iglauer and
Dick Shurman have brought
together threeof today’s big blues

stars, only one of whom (Collins)
is contracted to Alligator. The
three guitarists are old collabora-

tors in on-the-road jam sessions
and perhaps it is this experience
that gives the album its backbone.

Collins is the principal soloist,
butonly by a fraction, because all
three get to sing and play plenty.
It's a pleasure to say that not only
dothey not get in each other’s way,
but in factdrive each otherto new

heights. They're aided and abetted

by Collins’ old Icebreakers rhythm
team ofJohnny B. Gayden on bass

and Casey Jones on drums.
From the opening kick of ‘T

Bone Shuffle’ to the climactic

closer ‘Blackjack, Showdown flex-
es muscle at all times. Especially
good is Robert Cray's pleading
‘The Dream’ with Collins demon-

strating thathe can provide sym-
pathetic support as well as flam-

boyant leads. Highly
recommended.
Ken Williams

John Cale
Artificial Intelligence
Beggar’s Banquet
Nico & the Faction

Camera Obscura
Beggar’s Banquet -

John Cale has been in this bus-
iness for over 20 yearsand it’s be-

ginning to show. Whilst avoiding
the depths so ungracefully graced
by the truly awful Carribean Sun-
set, Artificial Intelligence dribbles
with Cale cliches (Artificial Bel-
ligerence, etc) that these days
sound tried and tired, sometimes

insipidly uninspired. :
The idiot sinking in his own idi-

osyncracies? Not quite. But you
get an inkling that Cale's mining
through his backlog with the nug-
gets long gone and only sludge to

be dredged up. We don't need to

be bogged down with it and Cale
doesn't need to sink in it.

_ Leaving it up to you, John-boy ...

Old buddy in arms Nico is at
least charting more adventurous

paths with the Faction on the Cale-

produced Camera Obscura. But as

one who prefers blood 'n’ guts to

blips 'n’ thuds, the electronic

eerieness here doesn't quite gel
and the Faction do little tochange
my ever-so-biased opinion that
synthesiser bands usually result
from people playing with their or-

gans for far too long.
Still, there’s enough in Nicos

performance to suggest her
shows here could be worth inves-

tigation, and, who knows, with
favourable, close to raveable

reports floating across from the

UK, we could even be in for a

surprise.
Validity over posterity, anyone?

Shayne Carter

a 8

|The NewYork Times hascalled
her“potentiallyoneofthemost
-Dylan”, and “oneofthemost
~promisingyoungtalentsonthe

~lraditional folk-poetadventurersandshe

|Mitchelland RickieLee Jonesbut, likeLaurie
|Anderson,shelakes traditionalfornsand
|updatestheirstructuresintosomethingvery
|Pencidiend lusta Wie diflerent..

|pure and trueto strictfolk construction. Yet
|synthesisersand electricguitarmerge withher
|acoustics withoutseemingincongruous and,
|withoneortwo ofthe tracks(notably

|SuzanneVegasgratestit srean ocdy
|small detailsoflife —orromanceandmental

|vhchicanspeskvolumes

Suzanne Vegaisquitea talentand ifyoure
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Atwaters Music Store
Hobson Street, = ots

. Auckland Ph: 31-919 = E ..-
Taharoto Rd, : ee

~
Takapuna. Ph: 495-919

*%%iQuinns Radio ge

=: New Plymouth. Ph: 83-758 = &wa
Harborne & Arthur iy e~==
228 Ponsonby Rd, =to 05%g{f%f
Auckland. Ph: 790-960 .SSSEEEE R
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Hamilton’s No. 1 entertainment room.

Fully licensed. 20,000 square feet.

Top room to present a show!

Booked: Drongos Peking Man

Dance Exponflc/a,nts Models
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Available to all Promoters and Touring Acts

Bookings, phone Hamilton 395-810
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icanbe Programmed with ~ the Mragc dlgxtal samphngkeyboardthlsoe
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Mirage
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PO BOX 747, NAPIER. PH: 435-869
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= , preserving the character of the sound
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Simply Red

Picture Book ;
Elektra

from the six-piece British en-

semble whose radio hit ‘Money’s
Too Tight (To Mention)’ brought to

our attention the soul-soaked
voice of Mick Huckhall, we have

a five-a-side debut album. The
band, which took its name from

Huckhall's shock of red hair,
brought in Stuart Levine (whose
credits include Randy Crawford,
the Crusaders and BB King) to

produce. They gave the songs
and he gave themahit single with
the Valentine Brothers song
‘Money’s Too Tight' Ifyou enjoyed
thattrack, sample this mixture of

white soul and jazz. There's the

bouncy funk of ‘Come To My Aid’
and ‘Look At You Now, the swing
jazz feel of ‘Sad Old Red’ and the

cruisy ‘Holding Back the Years.

There's even a great version of
David Byrne's ‘Heaven, slowed

down tosuit. - o

This band has a reputation in
the UK and Europe as an exciting
live act and this was verified to me

by a friend who saw them live in
Paris — but to be awarded the

opening spot for James Brown's

London season (at the Hammer-
smith Odeon) you would have to

be good.
Hot live and hot on vinyl, so

don't let this album slip into ob-

scurity. Discover it now. It's great
music. Simply Red . . . Simply
Marvellous. ;
Simon Elton

Louie & the Hotsticks

Stickability :
Radar

Vague Secrets
Radar - ;

Two mini-albums released

through the new Christchurch
label Radar. First up is a 12"
45rpm offering from the long-
running Christchurch sextet Louie
and the Hotsticks. It comprises
five songs — four written by
vocalist/guitarist Alan Park, plus a

re-arrangement of the old stan-
dard ‘Hit the Road Jack. Thecom-

petent musicianship shines

through, with the standout track

being the ska-flavoured ‘Living On

My Heart! The “live in the studio”
sound gives this anair of honesty
‘which should be welcomed by the
band’s fans. : ;

The second album is an eight
song presentation from fellow
Christchurchband Vague Secrets,
who are equally as at home play-
ing to a pub audience orwith un-

derground theatre. This four piece
play thinking man's musicwith the

emphasis on rhythmical feels.
Some songs do sound like studio
jams and consequently tend to

ramble, but the lyrics are above

average. Best tracks: ‘Headlines’
and ‘People Fly Away’. Good effort
for the first time around. }
Simon Elton ;

Wynton Marsalis
Black Codes (From The

Underground)
BHS

Want to hear an opinion? Try
this one: the quest for intellectu-
al stimulation in jazz is threaten-:

ing to destroy the music. The fact
that Wynton Marsalis is sorevered
is proof positive. ev i i

Jazz has walked a long road
since Louis Armstrong playedina «
band at an orphans’ home in New
Orleans. Shunned as low-class
and tainted by racism, it only
climbed out of the mire through
sheer virtuosityafter the Second
World War, when nothing else was

ever the same again and some of

plague the music industry more
than ever (the anti-heroin cam-
paign came. three decades 100
late for Charlie Parker and Billie

Holiday, to name just two).
The refinement of the 1950s

and 60s which spawned Hard Bop
and the Free movement brought
with it a wave of pseudo-
intellectual claptrap and asplit be-
tween the Miller/Ellington nostal-

gia freaks, the Parker/Davis bop-

-pers and the potpourri of music
fans who listen with interest to the

-new sounds coming out of both
America and Europe: ;o se

. What all this boils down to is

~ that the word Jazz' has come to

. encompass a huge range of mu-

- sical styles under a very broad

-(and vague) collective term, and -
that too many people are now for-

-getting what the masters ofmus-

- ic were doing, ie: following their in-

stincts, speaking from the heart,
-seeking new directions. [r
- 'Wynton Marsalis is a musical

-scholar. Look at the cover of his
“new LR Read(if you can’stay
+awake) the ‘ ostentatious sleeve
_ notes of Stanley Crouch. Then

- listen to a record which simply
tries, probably with excellent in-

~tentions and with state-of-the-art

.equipment, all lovingly detailed, to:
recreate the feelingofmusic

ready played better
by

others,
-manyofther jongdead.2ot 2
<Marsalis is classically trained,”
and if there's one thinghismusic:

reflects,its. discipline.Emotion
doesn’t comeinto it,no matter:

= what Crouch’s gushy sleeve notes.
say. Marsalis is simply imitating, in »
veryacademic tones, music which:

~ was progressive in the early
1960 s but which has been

surpassed.i
= As an example, try Archie .
Shepp’s Down Home New York, a .

performance by a man who was a

contemporary : of _ Coltrane and.
whose current music breaks new

boundaries and takes the breath

away. Shepp is a professorofmus-
ic, Marsalis is a talented pupil. ::*
Duncan Campbell - 50
Philip Glass =.. .. -= -~
Mishima . . = =OO

: Nonesuch e
. New yorker Philip Glass is the

sort of contemporary composer -
who's considered hip even when
Time doesdevote four-page arti-
cles to him. Glass:is:the best:
knownofthe so-calledAmerican
“minimalists”(though from the lit-
tle I've heard | prefer the work of
John Adams or Steve: Reich).
Minimalism is readilyaccessible to

pop listeners through its repetitive,
hypnotic rhythms and ‘often

melodic use ofelectronics. (Glass
in facthas had considerable
ftuenceonboth Brian Eno and-
‘David Byrne == egByrne's Cather-
ine Wheelalbum.)
-7 Glasssgreatest reputation cur-
rentlyrests with hiscomposing for

opera and itistherefore not sur-

prising that he should have also

recently begun writing for film.
Mishima is the soundtrack to an

as-yet unreleased American-made
drama on the life {of Japanese -
novelist Yukio Mishima who com- -
mitted hara Kiri in 1970. 55

Firstly dismiss any thought that
Glass would be remotely drawn to

approximating those crude
sounds that are often presented
as westernised ‘“orientalism”. He
also almost totally eschews elec-
tronics, relying instead on various

stringsections, including thetradi-

tionally European quartet. (In-
terestingly, Glass’s previous
soundtrack, 1983’s Koyaanisqat-
si, was dominated by electronics.)

Thenearest we get to anything
vaguely “rockist” is theuse ofelec-

_tric guitar againststrings on two

~ofthe 44 tracks. And it isprecise-
_lythesetwotracks]find the least

satisfying, but then maybe it's got
something to do with the way the
guitarist sounds as if he's been
recruited from a second-rate

reception lounge.
- What does the rest sound like

then? Wellthe stringscan create.
both vigorousrhythms and sweet,

“ stuff is enjoyable tofisten 10you
..can alsqsafelyuse itas fairly un-
_obtrusivebackground music and

still retain your credibility. So next

time you're out to dinner and

some bozo puts on something
from, say, that griffawful Wynd-
ham Hill label, introduce your
friends to Mishsima. Philip Glass
as avantsgarde MOR — and why
not?
Peter Thomson
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§ We've played guitar with the best. Sit in with us at your next session. |
o Bronze, Wound, or Phosphor Bronze— Ask for us at your favoritee ]
fl | music store. We're available in a gauge to meet your special needs. ..

| THE MARTIN GUITAR COMPANY NAZARETH. PATN

Pes sel
Qe ol eg
e8 o
Bitsad o e) ‘*is il b s e

ee i B _§ARfaaatPl
R R ARG RTR ATI S A RRoe2 R R RR s B

i A S
e DDA

B sRL e“‘%1

BMARTINSTRINGS@
Teo elL

P L VSee@NN e
eYOeIley
F RWO WAL LN Geel & e
F e R B DAMWoel UL e
B eVL eIB e
e B osaee e o

‘ s eB
L

oonese MERLL BAdEoaadlleeB el i“‘»fiwfw&}fi,fiu RER Ye
i £ ,‘_ 3 I ¥ f;‘ ;&ii“;’r;_,:ffi‘kfi_flfl';'».-‘-‘-"eg':'?i‘&»'«,u"i‘.;a»-j‘.‘-.ié::;iwkfi: ='3;‘};l: ‘ ,:‘ E 5 _‘j‘ ;: ;';i ‘ ('_‘,»._..l

R foonn J\R%SRFo iol oel \ AOENEE1 £.4 Bya
eBN, Y & A K el o

oo eee

Bl beie e
B e v |-eseRISONESET 1530 (6) ‘

eahsieatad o ACOUSTIC GUITAR STRINGS o BBt e it o
s peEv ; B PHOSPHOR BRONZE WOUND R 4 ee
‘Prenabeinaiind G b LIGHT GAUGE o el P anE ee o

Bearreeeee N e
Poneen se an e e e s
A

demeie s sli e eL eeS

Praraenn sit e ee
4Sole NZ Distributor: Lyn McAllister Music il
iORI
Bes (09) 34-936 -s

R oRA s
BLTR o ed SR PR L e N RSP To SA *‘j"&k:‘?,~:»~"*‘;¥f‘fv ’i’&"; ‘u

ded

|
] £OO H

el
0LTT R

* )
CHRISTCHURKH

NEW222222|
LRTS7P

| RANDOLPH'S SO/NG |
HOME A~ Shd}/nc eAt

.a PererTefferies |BdEZJ‘. L dw
OUTNUMBERED BY

| SHEEP 4 (AMPUSRAVOBEHSHEEPe£APP
/3 4REAT TRACKS FROM THE

|UNDER BELLY OF TRENDSVILEN2

| New colourful, large format books. They are 12 inches square |
!

— LP record size, superbly designed and featuring large colour

| photos and crucial info. Price $15.95 include postage. - - |
(THE |T 253355 100 K BOCK SEAES -+~|Immediate delivery. To order -.

I[ Sl ianrs ie .your copy send payment to
- =2 IComme e R g

e

725 17 Books By Mail, PO Box 5689,T |nuTurnewr~ Auckland 1. Tick title you require:
:",h U os R Ro(:s “L i_“a- ‘» ke ;fl sEel ‘/‘”(‘,At PR

et@R | [ Duran Duran
O

Bob Marleyil BEy eQs][]Duran Duran:[o Bob Marley-

10l T eYL.- -L [ Bruce Springsteen i '—:;;;:I¢s8 |0 David Bowie ' e

|
Eelos

Sel
¢+ 1=

O Paul Young |AN DURAN |I SR@g S IDPOU|YoungA BURANDURAN I
e Tl | DBilly ldol o e

b Bl |O Princei e||
|I i .TBle ?‘é4| P ‘é.x-,‘.:a'%x;.\":'r_ i'«’l&kfii;;;-’dt: A'V’ i ::21-@- FosEeE es 2Yee& Fu

s
I

A : e - oo sitoetit _(LW::-";-—‘_T/{'V,’j';:’_-‘,:_:_;bf;iv j;:":":i;; AERN Te ¢
:

isruceo o ePe !2?-'ee | ]| somgsreme ||
DCRL WHAMI|i| s | waAM!| i ||

l"en -| S9 |R |
i §§»\g fi\“\ o|B SR | ] R ‘E{\Q’B

|3S{ML SRF - EONTR eV eD S IST esg W I WS
ei [ meimnanonnonS BR o vefl

| ~ ALSO AVAILABLE FROM ANABAS -=siicc - v |FOTO FILES P 6 2BIG % 12” MEGA-PIX LRe
!FOTOFILES— 6 BIG12" MEGA-PIX. '

l -Colour glossy photos in LP record size pack. $13.95 == =~I
vGIee ooy B VR£oFeR

§ ;%’r{fi% aeg4% PKifi% e. I

| SNRSI Y
by’Wj@ "F",2“%& WSS #‘&’@; Sg{lg
'{7 Bruce Springsteen [ Madonna

Sl ]ik
fey g’f?’l

10Bruce Springsteen™""[ Madonna-~L]Paul Young 4 pix-5. |

I[J Prince = == 0"1 David Bowie =[J Tina Turner 4pix= I
v I

Name
.o e e e

e e ee e ||AddressAddressiDL
I_l CiEsea

sRE L

e o bse e s anclosed s s R e esI
20 Rip It Up / February 1986



Records
Feargal Sharkey
Virgin S

Justover two yearsago, Feargal
Sharkey left the Undertones, the
World's Greatest Band, to carve

out his own immortality. Since

then the one-offmagical collabo-

ration with VinceClarke on ‘Never

Never’ and a couple of other sin-

gles (Listen To Your Father’ and

‘Loving You’) were left to pay the
bills while Sharkey planned his
strategy for his first-fully-fledged
solo album.

And strategy it is. Recorded in

London but mixed in in LA by Shel-
ly Yakus (Petty’s engineer), it fea-
tures songs by the new hyped-up
female sensation, Maria McKee

(the OK hitsingle ‘A Good Heart)),
Benmont Tench’s pushy ‘“You Little

Thief,a plodding gift from Chris-
sie Hynde, ‘Made To Measure, and

anotherversion of Womack's ‘lt's

All Over Now.
Getthe (mid-Atlantic) drift?
With the Undertones, Sharkey

never put pen to paper, so

producer, the Eurthymics' Dave

Stewart, provides the musicstyles
for four of Sharkey’s lyrics. ‘Love
and Hate' tries the blues with a lit-
tle bit of venom almost climbing
above the production, but on the

R&B of ‘Ghost Train’ and the dis-
co swish of‘Ashes and Diamonds’
Stewart betrays his true hand as

only a competent stylist.
Being charitable for a moment,

it's gotta be said that Sharkey’s
voice still cuts to the quick and

whatever he does now is bound to

look dim beside the genius ofthe

Undertones at theirbest. But hir-
ing a castof thousandsofradio
priests can only ensure commer-
cial, not critical favour. At the mo-

ment he can't have it both ways.
George Kay

Newcleus
e

Space Is the Place :
Sunnyview - : ;

Space Is the Place is hardly the

new frontier (even the name

seems familiar); more a case of

beaming down for a giggle. New-

cleusss lastalbum remained in my
memory for itsgreat sense offun
and this album possesses the

same.

‘Let’s Jam' is thechampion track

by far, similar to the Funk Fusion
Band in its busy, grinning bustle.

‘Why’ mighthold yourattention on

a big club system but | doubt it;
the goods remain undelivered un-

til side two's ‘| Wanna Be a B-Boy’
and ‘Teknology: Kraftwerk are a

huge influenceand a fewriffs from
Computer World creep through,
which is never a bad thing.

What is a bad thing is bad rap-
ping, and theremaining tracks are

full of it. After hearing L.L. Cool J
and Doctor Jeckyll&Mr Hyde, this
stuff crawls; only on ‘Let’s Jam’ is
the phantom MC saved.by slick

musicianship. Pop may have taken

40 or so years to arrive at its

present position ofdull retrospect
and indecision; Rap has done so

in about two. Even a passing men-

tion of‘Sucker MCs' or Wavin’ your
hands in Thuh air makes heads
whirl in exasperation. To getaway
with rapping, you have to be damn

good.
But despite their cliches and

plagiarism, Newcleus have just the

right slap-happy silliness to es-

cape the galaxy unscathed. The
world may. be swathed in hope-
lessness and struggle, but it
moves to the beat of cheerful
crooners like Luther Vandross,
waiting for Muh bu-bu-bu-bu

baaaybee or wondering whether

or not to takehome that someone

they've been dancing withall night
long. Irresponsible but true. Space
Is the Place should keep you hap-
py enough.
Chad Taylor :
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Joni Mitchell

Dog Eat Dog :
Getfen. .

Over 13 LPs since 1968 Joni

Mitchell has produced a truly
remarkable body of work that
ranges across folk, pop and rock,
jazz and orchestral, and includes

both risk-taking experiments and
a. number of genuine master-

pieces. Now, at 42, an age when
many artists are content working
their chosen seam rather than
seeking new lodes, Joni Mitchell is

... doing both! » /
What's familiar includes her vo-

cal delivery, the controversial verse

style, the loose-limbed melodic
lines which are all, if not yet man-

nered, at least comfortably
familiar. What's new is found par-
ticularly on side one in theaggres-
sive production and almost angry
directness of some lyrics. The al-
bum’s co-producers include Tho-

mas Dolby and it may be he who

is responsible for thé treated am-

bient street sounds that pervade
the music. ‘Smokin’, for example,
moves to the rhythm ofa cigarette
dispenser. -

As for the lyrics, Mitchell has

long abandoned the coruscating
density of her most tightly struc-

tured poetry. She always retained

however the ability to express her

feeling withsubtlety and feliticious

phrasing. It is hard to find much of

either here. Mitchell almost haran-

gues the listener on a track like
‘Tax Free, a diatribe against reli-

gious politico-fundamentalism
that is in danger of taking on the

coarseness ofthose she attacks.

It's probable that side one of

Dog Eat Dog is aimed at anew au-

dience for Mitchell, today’s
teenagers brought up on video

clips and super-tech production
values. She may well find her tar-

get. But for those of us who've

been with Joni Mitchell for many

years, who've measured out parts
ofour lives with her songs, it's side

two welll be-playing. Not that the

title track, ‘Shiny Toys' or ‘Ethiopia’
are necessarily among her best
work, but they nonetheless make

worthy additions to her catalogue
and give us confidence tokeep at-

tuned to her muse.
Peter Thomson ‘ -

Rick James ,
Glow

Motown

The street isa dangerous place.
Gooks, junkies, bag ladies and

stick-up kids. Trouble's everywhere.
Easy getting in and hard getting
out. Rape, murder, gang war and'

poverty. You can't blame a guy for

wanting to get off the street. You

can't blame Rick James for prefer-
ring to drive rather than walk.

Rick’s gotexpensive jewellery and

that leather rig he's wearing didn't

come cheap either. When you're a

starsomebody’s got to protect you
from your fans who will stick you
up foryour wallet and then ask for

your autograph.-
Rick knows the street. Grace

Jones is scared stiff. Melle Mel

gets on edge, Run/DMC have a

hard time and even George Clin-
ton, an urban guerilla himself, only
goes out in a mob. George, who

keeps mistakenly referring to Ick

Jameson his album covers, would
dowellto take note of this new

offering Glow. -

Like Clinton, Rick uses an in-

vented mythology as a vehicle to

develop a lucid modern metaphor.
The glow, a power that can only be
found in the Kingdom of Light, is

a magical force which, in Rick's
fable, a young boy seeks, finds and

uses to combat the evil force of

the Dark Wizard, King Luto. Very
nice too. Suffice to say that Rick

wore himself out writing that and

then made an album that makes

the Miami Vice Theme look

startlingly innovative.

Rick James used to be a Funk

Heavyweight. Up there with the

big guys and the guys who are still,
more or less, down there on the

street. Berry Gordy may have

plans for James to be a movie star

like Prince. But Prince made peo-

ple like his music, he didn't tailor

his music to fit the Hollywood
sound. Rick James has put out an

album that sounds like every other

West Coast/Miami Vice sound-

track this year. And take it from an

old Rick James fan, he's blown it.

Peter Grace -

Lonnie Mack ‘ :
Strike Like Lightning
Alligator :
Roy Buchanan 3

When A GuitarPlays The

Blues :
Alligator : :

Chicago-based Alligator
Records goes from strength to

strength. These albums restore to

prominence two guitar pickers
worthy of the attention.

- The music of Lonnie Mack is

hard driving rock-blues with a

gospel edge in his vocals. He was

a big influence on Texan Stevie

Ray Vaughan, who produced this

high energy album, Mack's best

since his seminal 1964 The

Wham Of That Memphis Man

(new reissued by Edsel).
Mack’s direct roadhouse style

melds perfectly with that of“pupil”
Stevie Ray, who also contributes

guitar (they do a hot remake of
Mack’s already incendiary ‘Wham,
his best-known tune after ‘Mem-

phis)). This is an album of high-
wattage excitement. But once the

amps are switched off, Lonnie,
Stevie Ray and Mack’sbrother Bill
turn in what may be the best track,

‘Oreo Cookie Blues, a three-way
acoustic guitar conversation.

Buchanan's record is simply his
best. Undoubted as an expressive
guitarist with a penchant for
screaming harmonics, Buchanan
has remained a cultish but ulti-

mately uninteresting hot player.
His records either have featured

routine bar bands with inadequate
vocalists (Buchanan is even more

inadequate) or have made a mis-

guided bid for pop stardom.

At last Buchanan takes control

of things, surrounds himself with

solid Chicago blues musicians,
good singers (Otis Clay and Glor-
ia Hardiman) and seems to find a

context (most of the time) for all

thattechnique. Especially nice is

the album closer, ‘Hawaiian Punch;
which explores the Elmore James

‘Shake Your Money Maker’ theme,
with Buchanan playing his

Telecaster as if itwere a lap steel.
Footnote: The album is dedicat-

ed to the late Jimmy Nolen, who

was with Johnny Otis (those great
guitar licks on ‘Willie and the Hand

Jive’ and others) and with James
Brown from ‘Papa’s Got A Brand
New Bag’
Ken Williams )i

Morris Day :
Color of Success

WarnerBros . :
Morris Day is a schmuck. It's a

strong word, and perhaps youd
never have thought of it outside of

addressing your little brother, or in
a moment bullying the office

junior. But schmuck has got a

whole lot of star-quality, and you're
going to hear an awful lot more

from schmucks in the near future.~
Morris is going to be a real big

star. He's not on the tall side, but
he makesup for it by thinking big.
On this, his first solo album, Mor-
ris starts by telling us how much
better he is now he’s left his old

group, the Time. And that meant

losing his bodyguard, so you know

he's serious about this. :
_ln the Purple Rain movie, which

Morris saved almost singlehand-
edly fromPrince’s gross stupid-
ness, he spenta lot of time being
dastardly and making indecent

suggestions to Apollonia, Prince’s

squeeze. He had a rather manic
giggle, like youd imagine Vincent
Price would after sniffing embalm-

ing fluid. | thinkMorris got sick of

being nerdy, but when you've got
schmuck that deeply ingrained it's

hard to convince people you're a

regular guy. So Morris spends a

couple of songs on this album

driving it homethat it's just an im-

-age and he doesn't want us to
think it’s the real him.

Whether it's the real Morris Day
or not, he has a keen ear for good,
hoof-grinding funk. If you know

the last Time album, expect less
theatrics and more of that deadly
groove. If you don't, think James
Brown with the sweat and grime
masked by Givenchy aftershave
and shiny silk suits. ;

Morris deserves your “un-

divided attention. Check it out.

Peter Grace : :

Olivia Newton-John :
Soul Kiss
Interfusion :

Extracted from an interior

dialogue. :
the Tacky: Wow! get a load of

Olivia's new image. The cover pho-
tos— they're by that kinky Helmut
Newton — are a promise ofseduc-
tion and discipline. And the songs!
In ‘Culture Shock’ 'she’s proposing
a threesome, and there’s another

one called ‘You Were Great, How

Was |?' — ‘OvernightObservation’
isabout a different kind of medi-

cal examination, andthen when

you listen it becomes prettyobvi-

ous the title song’s really about

fellat...

the Taste: ...
Oh stop the slaver-

ing you jerk. Offensive soft-core

like this is nothing more than a

shoddy disguise for lack oftalent.
Beneath that make-up she’s just
the same old Ollie. She still can't

sing with genuine emotion; she

still bleats on the high notes.

Listen to the coatings they've
given her voice fergrifsake! -

the Tacky: So there's a lot of

gloss, so what? | like gloss. And
don’t wave that soulful schtick at

meeither.You're the sort of bor-

ing purist who wouldn’'t dance to

an Abba record. Well | reckon

there's a stack of songs here that

Agnetha and Annafrida would've
sold their Swedish smiles for.
‘Queen of the Publication’ for

starters. In fact every track on the

album’s catchy. Can't denythat can

you?
the Taste: OK, but then so is

measles. Besides, John Farrar’s
gone and produced everything to

hell and back. | mean the gim-
micks thrown in here are

ridiculous: typewriters, revving
cars, radio noise, Ollie's embar-

rassing monologue, the obvious

Beach Boys approach to her duet
with Carl Wilson, the damn synth
that sounds programmed by
some Wagner on acid.

the Tacky: So we're ridiculing
the musicians now are we? People
like Larry Carlton, Lee Ritenour,
Tom Scott, Abe Laboriel, aren't the

tops in their field for nothing —

but then | suppose a snob like you
would call them “studio hacks”.
Carlos Vega's drumming alone is

a thrill.
the Taste: That walloping! What

about finesse? :
the Tacky: What about finesse?,
(The dialogue continues

unresolved.) :
Peter Thomson o

Demanding drummers demand durability and a solid

L response. drumsticks meet those needs with their e
.balanced taper design. For drumsticks that deliver on impact .2 0

ask your favorite music store for select hickory FIBES drumsticks. .«
L Sole NZ Distributor: Lyn McAllister Musice
-/PO Box 39-143, Auckland West. Ph: (09) 34-936. .
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REHEARSAL ROOMS

Marmalade Studios has.

- for sale a pair of UREI

813 A Time Aligned
monitor loud speakers. ,

- Suitable for a studio, club

- or-PA environment. '
Price negotiable. ~ |
Contact: Dave Ginnane

| . (04) 859051 .
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CORUBA CALENDAR
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? FEB 13 ‘I 1414 15ills 1616
Look Out For... ■ Billy Connolly Invercargill | Thompson Twins 1* Hoodoo Gurus Gluepot > Dr Feelgood Exchequer

The long-awaited Dire Straits con- Harper plays his way up the South Is-
Billy Connolly Invercargill

Harper plays his way up the South Is- Hoodoo Gurus Victoria Uni

Thompson Twins

' Hoodoo Gurus Victoria Uni i Western Springs
Hoodoo Gurus Gluepot

Western Springs / .

'

Dr Feelgood New Plymouth
Dr Feelgood Exchequer

f Dr Feelgood New Plymouth i ClubClub -

certs top the bill this month. They play land, including the West Coast... Aus-land, including the West Coast... Aus- I Dr Feelgood Mon Desir' 2- v Hoodoo Gurus Gluepot • S Sneaky Feelings Z Team Performance Cafe

Auckland March 2 and Wellington on sies the Hoodoo Gurus finish off theirsies the Hoodoo Gurus finish off their ? Jacqui Fitzgerald, Last Dr Feelgood Rotorua , Invercargill Sonny Bono is 51. .

the 4th ... the Thompson IWins will second visit here with a night at Victor-second visit here with a nightat Victor- | Man Down, Gotham City | Sneaky Feelings | Alpaca Bros, Weeds

| make up for one of their rained-out ia Uni Feb 13 and the next two at the
concerts with a special Auckland gig, Gluepot.

| this time at Western Springs, on Friday The Go-Betweens tour is confirmed.

ia Uni Feb 13 and the next two at

Gluepot.
The Go-Betweens tour is confirmed.

1 Express, Tommy Adderly ,
I .THo Gluepot

Bluebeard Windsor
1 Peter Gabriel is 35. I

■ Invercargill
Members Exhibition Party,
Alpaca Bros Chippendale
House /' s

g Chippendale House g
©Farelli Bros Performance

Cafe
S Nat ‘Kins' Cole dies. 1965.»

R
is

• p

| Feb 14
...

Stevie Ray Vaughan & Dou- Dates are March 18 Dunedin, 19Dates are March 18 Dunedin, 19 ■ Chippendale House Guitar
ble Trouble bring along the Fabulous Christchurch, 20 Wellington, 21 & 22

1 II
| ble Trouble bring along the Fabulous Christchurch, 20 Wellington, 21 & 22 Orchestra 1
1 Thunderbirds for their five centre tour Auckland.

Dr Feelgood Mon Desir

Jacqui Fitzgerald, Last

Man Down, Gotham City
Express, Tommy Adderly
■frio Gluepot
Bluebeard Windsor
Peter Gabriel is 35.

Hoodoo Gurus Gluepot
Dr Feelgood Rotorua
Sneaky Feelings
Invercargill
Members Exhibition Party,
Alpaca Bros Chippendale
House
Chippendale House Guitar
Orchestra Octagon

Auckland. Farelli Bros Performance

Sneaky Feelings
Invercargill
Alpaca Bros, Weeds

Chippendale House
Farelli Bros Performance
Cafe
Nat ‘King’ Cole dies, 1965.

Z Team Performance Cafe

Sonny Bono is 51.

Farelli Bros 1.
.

,
‘

'

| ...
legendary chanteuse Nico plays the This year’s Flying Nun OrientationThis year’s Flying Nun Orientation -

■ 1
Cafe rar/ r 1 < '/ '/J.

four main centres with three-piece package is the Strawberry Sound Tourpackage is the StrawberrySound Tour, i e I a. / i ■ 1 1
| band

...
DrFeelgood do the pubs in the 2 featuring Sneaky Feelings and Lookfeaturing Sneaky Feelings and Look I - 1

| North Island... and cultish guitarist Roy Blue Go Purple. Both bands stop offfor

Cafe r 1

Blue Go Purple. Both bandsstop offfor . 11' -'a-

-
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1 . . --

, • .-■■■_ ■ ■; _ . , .||

1 . _ . ■
"

7 ,77.7 : T- f 42
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I
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17 18 19 20 21 22 23
I Dr Feelgood Palmerston' •

liis • a 19
Dr Feelgood Napier - f Dr Feelgood Gisborne

20
Dr Feelgood Metropole

North ‘ Cadzow Band

21
Dr Feelgood Gluepot

22
If Nico His Majesty's ■1

23
' -

Nico St James Wgtn
1
1

I North llTexas Rangers < Cadzow Band Sneaky Feelings Oriental ii Sneaky Feelings Oriental Dr Feelgood Windsor Park 1
|| Billy Connolly Wellington |g Performance Cafe || Performance Cafe

Texas Rangers Comedy Windsor -
S Performance Cafe i Blues Busters P Dr Feelgood Gluepot |' • Fl Z Team Performance, Cafe

f| Texas Rangers ■' ' ■B'Yoko is 52. Performance Cafe || Engine Room, Lifeboats, Handel born 1685.
8 Performance Cafe •

■
J 1968: Dave Gilmour joins Nina Simone is 53. 1 Sing Sing Maraetai Beach

Gene Pitney born 1941. J Blues Busters -Fl

Dr Feelgood Napier
Texas Rangers
Performance Cafe

Yoko is 52.

Dr Feelgood Gisborne
Cadzow Band
Performance Cafe

Comedy Windsor

1968: Dave Gilmour joins ■Pink Floyd as Syd Barrett !■ al > \

Dr Feelgood Metropole
Cadzow Band

Performance Cafe

Dr Feelgood Gluepot
Sneaky Feelings Oriental

Blues Busters

Performance Cafe
Nina Simone is 53.

Nico His Majesty's Akld
Sneaky Feelings Oriental
Dr Feelgood Gluepot
Engine Room, Lifeboats,
Sing Sing Maraetai Beach

; ’ Gene Pitney born 1941: Blues Busters

Nico St James Wgtn
Dr Feelgood Windsor Park
Z Team Performance Cafe
Handel born 1685.

Pink Floyd as Syd Barrett i
*

.- -
*• -J ■■.- f.. «*ci>- i

p* ; * * • ' ■ • ■ begins to disintegrate. Performance Cafe
' ■ ' . 9

( f |

20,21,22
••

1
■■■ ■/ • - : ■

f ■ . Dance Exponents Windsor

M begins to disintegrate.
■ „ . ■

<

20,21,22
<; Dance Exponents Windsor

B Performance Cafe V ’ t
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| Nico Carlton ChCh Nico Dunedin > £ ’ Peking Man Otago Um Roy Harper James Hay ® < t Sneaky Feelings, Bats - ■ K - ■ Peking Man Carlton, Chch Dire Straits Mt Smart

Sneaky Feelings, Look Roy Harper Carlton ChCh _ Limbs Maidment Theatre Theatre 1 incoln College g Headless Chickens, Chris. Stadium

Blue Go Purple Otago Uni Rubber Men Performance Johnny Cash is a mean 54. Peking Man Canterbury Uni 1 Knox, Selwyn Toogood Limbs Maidment Theatre

Rubber Men Performance Cafe iff. ''-I.. .../ ... '■ ■ ‘ ; f:W;SiSiSiSi:s;W<;* Headless Chickens, Chris Rising Sun Syd Barrett leaves Pink
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Records
Phantom, Rocker and Slick
EMI

From the remnants’ of the Stray
Cats come rhythm section Slim
Jim Phantom and Lee Rocker, to

join forces with fast guitar hero

and one-time Bowie sideman Earl

Slick. :
Their debut album is not as in-

spired as one might have hoped.
The songs just don't quite make it.

Both melody and vocal delivery
are all too often forced and unin-

spired, particularly on the two
slower numbers.

Indeed, the singer often seems

like an intruder in a band that is

only truly happy when the pace is
full on, the amps are full up, and
the lead guitarist is in full fury.
They do, however, capture a good
live feel on record and, like a good
pub band, they know their rock 'n’
roll. There's guitar solos galore, if

that's your thing, and at times it
sounds as if Keith Richards is

helping out on more than justthe
one track for which they givehim

credit.
- Iwonder if such an observation
would bother them? Probably not.

They sound like they're having too

good a time to care.

Grant Scott , : :

Tony Baker : :
Scandanavian Suite

Tartar
;

Tony Baker is currently a musi-

cal director for TVNZ. He is also a

talented and prolific com-

poser/arranger and a very fine alto

saxophonist (whose live perfor-
mances are not nearly as often as
wed like these days). Last year he
was commissioned by Radio NZ to
write a work for saxophone and or-

chestra. The result is the 30
minute suite commemorating the
contribution made to New Zealand

by early settlers fromvarious parts
ofScandanavia. The work is in five
parts and features Colin Hem-

mingson on tenor sax, a large
selection of the string and wood-

wind sections of the NZSO and a

fine jazz quartet.

- Attempts to combine the intri-
cately wrought European struc-

tures oforchestral music with the
American improvisations of jazz
have been going on since the

19505. The usual results of such

attempts at a “third stream” have
been unsatisfying to both tradi-
tions but Scandanavian Suite
fares better than most. Baker has

avoided jarring juxtapositions of

style and achieved many pas-
sages of evocative beauty, both in

passionate intensity and in tran-

quil reflection. .
- Hemmingson, a member of the
NZSO as well as a leading jazz
muscian, is in his usual exemplary
form, as is that marvellous

guitarist Martin Winch. Moreover
the whole performance has been

remarkably well recorded. (The al-
bum is completed by three other
pieces featuring Hemmingson
and orchestra though at times

these veer close to cosy MOR.)
Peter Thomson

Gregory Isaacs

Slum Dub (Serengeti)
Another intriguing release by

Jayrem, this one dating back to

1978. To my knowledge, it's the

first dub album to gain local

release, so it must be considered

a breathrough. Prince Jammy and
the Channel One Posse weaving
spells on track which originally ap-

peared on the Cool Ruler LP. Buy,
and give encouragement. DC

The Best of the Sir Douglas
Quintet (Bigtime)
_ This set brings together materi-
al from the most fertile period (late
60s-early 70s) of Doug Sahm's

long and varied career. His ability
to create a cohesive blend ofrock
'n’ roll, blues, Texas border music,
countryand other influences is, at
its best,. unmatched. There may
bebetter single albums (1 Plus 1
etc, Together After Five, perhaps),
but the newcomer would do well
to start here. Included are ‘She’s
About a Mover, ‘Mendocino, ‘Dy-
namite Woman, the wonderful

country lament ‘Texas Me, and, es-

pecially, a sinuous ‘Wasted Days
and Wasted Nights. KW

Shriekback
Oil and Gold (Arista)

~ The sound of thecomputer age
meets funk meets turgid English
eccentrics meets black humour
not gold. What was that about oil
and water? Shriekback are intelli-

gent, ‘Lined Up’ proved that. But

on their fourth album, oblique-
ness, humour and the allegorical
deadness of ‘Malaria, ‘Fish Below
the Ice’ or ‘Hammerheads' can’t
save the mechanical emptiness of
much of the music. Their best

songs like the undulating ‘This Big
Hush' or ‘The Only Thing That
Shines’ develop from the sound-

scape of Enos Another Green
World. That's where their real

potential lies. GK
Stevie Nicks
Rock A Little (Modern)

Third solo album from the ex-

Fleetwood Mac sex symbol, who

has kept her profile up with her
solo work, her duets (both live and

studio) with Tom Petty and her
constant presence at many
benefit concerts throughout the
‘US. Whatwe have here is more of
the same: the stadium rocker ('l
Can't Wait) and the lovely ballad
(RockA Little (Go AheadLily). The
epic poem ('The Nightmare’) and
the Tom Petty flavoured rock 'n’
roller (Imperial Hotel’). More songs
for lovers and other strangers. No
immediate hits but getsbetter all
the time. SGE

Paul Kelly \
Post (White Label) A

An album in the true singer-
songwriter tradition, from a-criti-
cally lauded Australian who usual-

ly fronts his own band, the Dots.
Kelly writes about his life ex-

periences, and uses. basically
acoustic guitar, occasionally em-

bellished with piano, sax, piano ac-

cordian and bass guitar. His
themes are his childhood days in

Adelaide, schooldays, love lostand

drug addiction. A rare look into
another’s soul ...

dedicated to Paul

Hewson. : SGE
A-Ha : :

A-Hunting High and Low

(Warners) i
Take three photogenic Nor-

wegians, put them through the
Ultravox-Duran Duran easy listen-

ing course and presto you've got
a band with ‘Take On Mg, a single
that’s been cleaning up the pop
charts in the Western World.

Catchy fluff and harmless

plagiarism from the dyingvestiges
of British synth pop seem to be
the prerequisites for overnight
stardom. GK
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Small Ads cost $1.50 per line plus $1.50
for the heading. Send copy and payment
to ‘Rip It Up’ Small Ads, PO Box 5689,
Auckland 1.

MISCELLANEOUS

ANTI-SYSTEM ZINE
Formerly Anarcho-Pacifist. Issue 2 includes Punk

poetry, Redfern collective, Brothers Gorgonzola
interview, Subhumans split and more. Send 35¢

stamp and donation to cover costs to Simon, c/-
Anarchy Organisation; Box 14156, Kilbirnie, Wgtn.
PSYCHIC TV SHIRTS
Nick Cave, Coil, Psychic TV, Charles Manson,
Psychick Skull T-Shirts $17.00 and others. Catalogue
$1 from SERV 23, PO Box 9345, Wellington.
PA/DISCO FOR HIRE : :
16:4:2 desk, effects, multicore, 200w mini PA &
Soundman. Ph Mick, AK 669-627

SINGERS ‘ P,

Ifyou are a beginner, amateur or interested in singing,
buy this book, it will definitely help you. 'How To

Improve Your Singing and Performance’. Send $9.95
to Robyn Hill, GPO Box 847, Auckland.
LIGHTS FOR HIRE
Mark (09) 863296, Auckland.

INTRODUCTORY SINGING COURSE

12 week courses for beginners, singers

and musicians covering basic technique.
Commencing 18th February. For details

phone Robyn Hill, 435-859 (Auck).

COMIC BUYERS BE AWARE. . .
Mark 1 comics now at 98 Albert St (Basement),
Auckland. Ph 393-134, write Box 27365, Auck 4.

RECORDINGS FOR SALE

BLACK MUSIC, 260 SINGLES 70’s & 80’s
Aretha, Womack, Maze, Ojays, Temps, Mayfield, Al

Green, Parliament, Millie Jackson, JBs etc. Offers
to 75 Apu Cres, Lyall Bay, Wellington.
RARE & INTERESTING TAPES

Including latest NME tapes. Send for full list to B
Curtis, PO Box 1131, Napier.
RARE HEAVY METAL IMPORTS
For up to date album import list send 2 x 25¢
stamps, name & address to Grunt Records, Box 291,
Timaru or Ace Imports, 800 Colombo St, Chch.
5 YEAR MISSION’S EP RELEASE _
4B’s Promotions, Napier. ' :
THIS IS HEAVEN ;
200 Variations book/record! At Real Groovy, Rock

n Roll, Revival, Record Exchange, Colin Morris, Slow

All enquiries to

David Fearon
86 Deep Creek Rd

Torbay, Auckland, 10.
Ph: (09) 4038320

rerAC rRALWAY] ENGINEER
¥ TRAINING

The AERIAL RAILWAY is conducting courses in

sound engineering at its Moehau studio, Port
Charles, Coromandel. The course is designed for

those seeking a technical background to sound

engineering. '
The course starts on Sunday March 23rd and

‘runs for six days. The fee of S3OO covers Food,
Accommodation, Tuition and 24-hour access to
the studio. Limit of ten per course. _

The 8-track studio is situated in a wooded river
valley overlooking a beach. ; e

Subjects covered; Acoustics, Noise, Microphone
Techniques, ‘Hands-on’ Recording and Mixing,
Musical Instruments, ‘Toys' and Sound Processors,
Basic Electronics, and much, much, more!

INTERESTED? W |
antact Us Now for more Information.

' : AERIAL RAILWAY STUDIO
MOEHAU COMMUNITY

PORT CHARLES

N4 COROMANDEL R.D.

- PH (084356) 730 COLVILLE

Boat. & in the South Istand from Flying Nun, Box
3000, Chch. Make a poor cobbler happy.

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE

MULTI-TRACK TAPE RECORDER :
TEAC Tascam 244 portastudio with built in mixer and
DBX noise reduction. $2,500, Ph Chch (03) 831-757.
HI-FI PA EQUIPMENT, HIRE & SALES
Soundtrac’s expandable mixing consoles. Furman

crossovers, compressor limiters, noise gates, reverb

systems, graphic and parametric equalisers, A.d.A.

digital delays. All equipment Hi-fi spec and whole-
sale price. Details, phone Dunedin 777-742 or write
to Strawberry Sound Ltd, PO Box 1450, Dunedin.

WASHBURN BASS, H&H AMP, EV SPEAKER
‘Washburn fretless bass with Seymour Duncan pickup,
SSOO ono. H&H ICIOOamp, reverb sustain, S6OO ono.

Electrovoice 15" Bass speaker in solid custom made
cabinet, $750. Ph Auckland 788-303.
8 TRACK RECORDER FOR SALE
With DBX stand and remote. Ph AK 795 344.

THE MAX N PLAYABILITY/THE MAX IN DURABILITY

GMAX-ETIKS

‘Findlly, synthefic sticks with

superior response and durability
... that feel like wood!

MAX-STICKS will outlast wood sticks
under similar play 20 to 25 times!

For further information contact: - :
Lyn McAllister Music Ltd.
PO Box 39-143, Auckland West.

Ph: (09) 34-936

e WANT YoUR PUNK TUNK, <2B
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WIS EETR sk
VT
ROCK & ROLL RECORDS l
18 FORT STREET, CITY. PH: 797-899

~ LATE NIGHT FRIDAY
OPEN SATURDAY 10.30am to 12.30pm

RECORDINGS WANTED

MOCKERS : :
Any Mocker stuff at all, write SMP, 17a Sandown
Rd, Rothesay Bay, Auckland 10. :
DURAN & NARCS

Duran Duran 7 & 12"s, Andy & Roger Taylor Stuff.
Narcs singles, posters, pics, articles. Contact Jo &
Liz, 709 Fitzroy Ave, Hastings.
DANCE EXPONENTS & RIU :
Exponents singles and R.I.U. No 76 (Nov 83). S

Fifield, Tram Rd, Kaiapoi, R.D. 2.
DAVID BOWIE WANTED ;
Albums, singles, bootlegs etc. Top prices paid. N

Donaghey, 238 Waimea Rd, Nelson. - .
REWARD $25!!
For any of these records, Bob & the 5 ‘High School

Confidential (Zodiac Records). Bitter End ‘Too Much

Monkey Business' (HMV). Masters Apprentices
‘Undecided. All 45 rom, must be in good condition.
Ph: 542-667 or write PO Box 5416, Auckland. -

wanted to buy

‘records
- & tapes
Le
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Live
Bob Dylan with Tom Petty
and the Heartbreakers

Mt Smart, Feb 7
Thethrill has gone and I'm won-

dering who is responsible. Partly,
of course, | am. The days when

Dylan formed an essential part of

my life, when each new album

helped shape the way | viewed

the world, are long since past.
Moreover | haven't been too excit-

ed by one of his records since
Blood On The Tracksand thatwas

ten years ago. Nonetheless | re-

main in awe of the man and his

extraordinary influence. | was

looking forward to the concert.
So | think those guys up on

stage must take some of the
blame too. As recent interviews

have shown, Dylan is becoming
more and more the aging cynic.
(The most.admired person in his
life isapparently his accountant!)
Where he once came on like

some hoarse foreman of the

apocalypse, now there's an easy
flippancy that showed up in his

performance. It wasn't simplythat
he barely spoke half-a-dozen sen-

tences to us in 2% hours. It was

there in his singing. Notes were

tossed away rather than held, the

high ones often barely attempt-
ed. (After all why bother when

you've got four full-throated back-

up singers to reach and carry
properly?) :

The major exception came in

his two numbers alone. With no-

oneelse to rely on Dylan found a

measure of his old commitment
1o ‘lt's Alright Ma’ and ‘The Times

They Are A Changin’ ’ His ensuing
acoustic duet with Pettywas vir-

tually as strong.
But the lacklustre perform-

ances returned with the band. A

half-heartedattempt wasmadeto

getus tosing on Just Like AWom-
an’ and then abandoned. Obvi-

ously the whole show was under-
rehearsed. Faltering tempos in

some early numbers were evi-
dence ofthat. Surely his hitching
up with the Heartbreakers
afforded Dylan plenty ofscope to

rearrange some material. After all
he’s done it before— on the 1978

tour or instance. However the
nearest we got was an, admitted-

ly majestic, ‘Positively Fourth

‘Street’ and a raging ‘To Serve

Somebody’ thatwas undermined

by a poor sound mix. Otherwise
it was an unexceptional plod
through the well and the little
known. :

Dylan’s choice of stage reper-
toire is famed for its quirkiness
(as he again showed by covering
such standards as ‘That LuckyOld
Sun’ and ‘Lonesome Town). But

not to perform his biggestsingle
inyears, ‘Tight Connection To My
Heart, especially with four fine

back-up singers in attendance,
almost smacks of contempt for
his audience. As it was the even-

ing’'s loudest applause went to

none of his songs but ‘Refugee,
oneof only four numbers alloted
to Tom Petty with his own band.

_ Which brings me to another

culprit. Surely the concert

promoters are guilty of mis-

representation. They must have

known thatthe concert wasn't to

be shared equally. (Petty even
said as much in last month’s Rip
It Up interview.) Yet they deliber-

ately advertised to catch Petty’s
following as much as Dylan’s. No
wonder so many people lost in-

terest two thirds of the way

through the show. ;
Unfortunately there is one

morefactor that accounts for my
disenchantment: some of the
audience itself. When | recall

Dylan’s 1978 show at Western

Springs it's obvious how much

things have deteriorated.
There’s always been violence

-and animal behaviour of course

but at that earlier concert there

was also a large, compensating
commitmentto the music. It was

as ifmore people cared about it
then. They listened. For large sec-

tions ofthe crowd at MtSmart all
that seemed to matter was the

big rock noise. Dylan’s acoustic
solo numbers were an excuse to

barge forward, or back to thefood

vans, or start a fight, or fall over

from excessive.indulgence.
When, during ‘lt's Alright Ma' we

got to the line about “Even the

president of the United States /
Sometimes must have to stand
naked” | would have thought we
nuclear-free New Zealanders, bul-

lied and beleagured by our Anzus
partners, would all cheer hearti-

ly. Not a murmer. There was a

fight going on near me though,
Dylan’s failed singalong on Just

Like A Woman’ was undoubtedly
not all his fault.

Perhaps big stadium concerts
have become like dinosaurstrun-

dling toward their ownextinction.

Returning to the car afterwards,
picking my way over smashed

bottles, comatose bodiesand the
odd pool of vomit, | pitied those
who had come to work in these
streets next day. | also reflected
that it would take a helluva lotto
draw me to anotherstadium con-
cert in Auckland.
Peter Thomson

Violent Femmes, Otis Mace
& the Psychic Pet Healers
His Majesty’s Theatre, Feb 5

Otis Mace and the Psychic Pet
Healers opened — and nearly
stole — the show. Otis's humour is

neatly balanced by the serious

abilities of the band and his own

underrated abilityas a guitarist is

backed up by a rhythm section se-

cond to (nearly) none; the last

bass-guitar-drums set-up | enjoyed
as much belonged to someone

called the Swingers. “Don't shoot
down the only woman who ever

loved you,” sang Otis and co-

vocalist Sarah Franks; if theyd
continued their setbeyond its all-

too-short 30 minutes, they could

well have shown up the Femmes’

song about pushing “your lovely
daughter down the well” as being
a tad silly. , :

But no-one’s going to out-fool

the Femmes, right? Country boys
with a big city sarcasm, one can't

help but feel that the crowd got
away on them. Gordon Gano

thought itwas great; Brian Ritch-
ie got a little uptight. “Don’t you
think we know what we're doing?”
he snaps. “Don’t you think we

know how to entertain?” But the
audience knew all too well; at

10.45, Gano stands laughing as

the audience carry on singing the
next couple ofverses to his songs.

Like Tom Waits in 1981 and El-

vis Costello last year, the Femmes

were treated to an audience that

was loud and autonomous. Fast
and old songswent down thebest

(Jesus Walking on the Water,
‘Gone Daddy Gonge'); many booed
the fabulous jazz/R&B numbers
which introduced the two guest
band members, on sax and key-
baords, as dazzling musicians.

The possibilities of jazz and R&B

seem tosuit the Femmes and they
won't, apparently, be lured by the
ease of old favourites.

The energy and atmosphere
drowned out a lot of other small

things; Victor De Lorenzo’s brush

drumming, Gano's occasional fret-

hopping, his little finger so care-

fully crooked as he drank his tea.

But this is‘a concert, and the
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prizes go to spectacle; a conch-
shell duet by Ritchie and the key-
boardist, a jaw-dropping versionof
the Batman theme, the feats of
sudden tempo-change like a jet
pulling out ofa nosedive. “We got
our first gold disc ever in this

country!” announces Ritchie.
Whaaay ...

Afterwards, the air outside His
Majesty’s was not significantly
cooler than it was inside and the
crowd left smiling and calm; the
several pairs of police standing
outside were just standing, thanks.

The only thing more heartwarm-
ing than a good performance is an

audience that can have fun and

still keep its head. There was no al-
cohol at the gig either; now isn't
life full of stange co-incidences?
Chad Taylor

The Chills, Bird Nest Roys,
Headless Chickens
Gluepot, Jan 31, Feb 1

So
...

the lastsight of Chills N0.9,
a lineup that achieved a hell of a
lot materially whilst flying on

clipped creative wings. Also the
first NZ gigs since departing for
England in early November. Real-
ly good Chills performances had
become a rare item in the months
preceeding the big venture — and
at the end of Friday night, it
seemed things, if anything, had

gotten worse. Martin Phillipps typi-
cally bust a gut and a string or two
and there was the odd highlight
(notably a buzzy ‘Leather Jacket))
but theChills ran a clear, flatthird
to their support bands. The next

night was a wholly different story,
but for now:

The Headless Chickens; Chris
Matthews, Michael Lawry and
Johnny Pierce, do their homework.
Ticked off with taped drum tracks
(presumably Matthews' handi-
work), their songs travel precise-
ly over little novellas ofnoise and

quiet. Um, little? Relatively long
and complex actually, but very
much songs nonetheless — lyrics,
melodies, refrainsand so on. The
Headless Chickens mixed, for
want of better words, things arty
and thingsrock 'n’ roll with appeal-
ing disregard for which was which.
Provocative, very intense and very
good, they did not impress those
in the crowd who had come to

hear ‘Doledrums. Having no live
drummer was a major factor in be-

ing so consistently good — but

just maybe the right drummist
would let 'em take off into the
realms oforganic wondrousness

every now and then.
Bird NestRoys don't do a lot of

homeworkand they act up like hell
in class and it seems almost

everyone likes them. With a big,
warm, chaotic sound that was

miles away from their wimpy
debutEP, they had what ranked as
one of their better nights. The

songs are eccentric and tasty,
almost inseparable from the band;
a refrain like “I've got empty
animals for you / Wrap it up!” (from
the great ‘Love’) makes perfect
sense when you see them.Extra
fun was gleaned from Shayne
Carter’s appearance on very noisy
guitarfor thefinal two songs. | be-
lieve the expression is that they
Beasted the Beast

...

Whilst the two support bands
were marginally less good on the

Saturday night, the Chills were

kaleidoscope worlds better than
theyd been. | should mention here
that I'm reviewing from right up
against the stage here — the ex-

pensively remodelled Gluepot
doesn'tcarry sound much further
than the old model, and the out-
front mix was again showbizzyand
bottom-heavy. That's a worry —

the last thing we want is for the
Chills to start sounding like the
Naresis .

- But off the stage all was glori-
ous noise. As has often been the

case, the first set was an enjoya-

ble build-up to the second. And
the second set was ... awesome.

Sparks flew, everyone in the band

played full-tilt and the songs
sounded the way you knew they
should. Highlights? Just about

everything, but perhaps especially
‘Frozen Fountain, some welcome

new tricks from Alan Haig in ‘Pink
Frost, a fiery resurrected ‘Smile
From A Dead, Dead Face' and the
closing ‘I Saw Your Silhouette!
glitch and all.

“We demand a lot and a little
from our bands. Presentation,
tightness, slickness and so on

don't matter for shit, and even

things like good songs, energy
and originality take a back seat to

the thing that makes good bands
from this country great bands
and good gigs great gigs. That's
the ability to really move, the
sense ofemotional investment so
clear in gigs by the likes of, say,
Goblin Mix. D’you call it Soul?

Magic? Trotting that out night
after night almost seemed to

have bled the Chills of it, but this
Last Night was nothing if not

reassuring. :
The Chills will hopefully re-

emerge with two new, enthusias-
tic members, and | imagine it'll be

good watching them find their

feet, work out what they are and

move on. They'll again have to deal
with people and systems who
regard -them only as entertain-
ment and they'll have to keep
growing out as they go up and
there'll be people who'll still insist

they've sold bloody out and

they've got to get things together
on record ... but with a heartas big
as a house, | think the Chills can
do what they want to. :
Russell Brown :

Look Blue Go Purple,
Verlaines, Pterodactyls, Roy
Montgomery
Chippendale House,
Dunedin, Dec 31.

Chippendale House is a big
commercial building in Dunedin
that has been (and is still being)
set up as an arts resource centre.

Most ofthe action thus far has in-
volved music, with live perfor-
mances and a four-track recording
studio, but it is also intended to
cater for the rest of the arts with

a part-time gallery, etc. It is run by
and for a collective of mostly
young people and aims to make
things easier for those with some-

thing creative to offer. Anyone can

join Chippendale House for $5
and share in it. And also take

responsibility for it. Some people
did not do that on this night ...

_ There was excitement (not to

mention a good deal of purple
haze) in the air when David Merritt
took the mike to declare the even-

ing open and introduce the first
act, a cowpoke from the plains of

Canterbury called Roy Mont-

gomery. “Wh'never ah put onthis
here hat ah jest start talkin’ this

way,” explained Roy touching the
brim ofhis stetson. There followed
a short bracket of country songs
dedicated to the memory of the
great Hank Williams, and maybe a

coupla not-so-country songsdone
theway Hank woulda done it. Fun-

ny and serious, like country mus-
ic so very is. Who sez good guys
wear white? Y

Look Blue Go Purple got onthe

stage prettyfast, but in the humid

hall tuning problems set in after
justone song and they seemed to

spend about half their set gazing
fixedly at each other going twang
... twong ...

The Androidss tuneup
lives on. When they played songs
they were as good as usual, much
more physical than the record,
pushing out music in big melodic

swells. ;
The Verlaines had one ofthose

nights called ‘The Verlaines On A

Good Night! Near-faultless without
any apparent sacrifice in energy,
they did justiceto most everything
they played. Particularly notewor-

thy were the rhythm section’s
sheer gruntand GraemeDownes'
singing. Even with only a tiny vo-

cal PA they managed to soundcol-
lossal when they wanted to. By
popular demand, ‘Lying In State’
was the song that took us into
1986. Euphoric. Best live band in
the country at present.

Things spiralled downhill from
the end of the Verlaines’ set. The
audience became aware of the

jerks the unfortunate organisers
had been trying to deal with for
the past hour or so. People trying
to take knives inside, even produc-
ing them, people who didn't seem

to be able to not try and inflictvio-.
lence on somebody around them.
Thelights had tocome up and the

unfortunate Pterodactyls only got
to play about 20 minutes. The

magic was broken.
It has to be said that the sole

body of people responsible for
ruining the evening were “boots’,
“skins’, whatever. The kind who are
too fucked up to have any fun and

stagger through the lives of the

people who can and fuck them up.
It seems No. ldea had been play-

ing at the Oriental but the crowd
did enough damage for the

management to close the pub
down early and call the police, so

they had to go somewhere else to

not have fun. )
Now you can't blame a band for

its audience, but similar macho
moronicism went on when No

Idea played in Auckland recently;
not even heat-of-the-moment
slamming, but simple, chilling
pack intimidation. Stopping play-
ing when there's a fight is one

thing, but if No ldea's much-

trumpeted political principles
mean anything, they have to bring
pressure to bear on people like
this toshape up or be ostracised.
After all, these people look like
them and identify with them. It’s
very easy to write ‘Rugger Bugger’
but how about ‘Macho Punk
Wanker’ fora song title? Itshould
also be noted that the Chippen-
dale House Collective is the epit-
omy of the whole anarcho-punk
philosophy. Isn't it?

So, a great night with a fizzer of
an ending for those who paid their
monies, and a stupid, miserable
one for the people who had to look
after the door. There was thevery
best and the very worst of what
could happen. Let's hope for the
best from now on. :
Russell Brown

Harem Scarem
Dogman EP

Au-Go-Go

Rough and raucous, Mel-
bourne’s Harem Scarem are obvi-

ously part ofwhat Mark Seymour
referredto as the “Aussie R&B tra-

dition’, relying pretty much on a

straight R&B base for Dogman
(almost 30 minutes long — hard-
ly yer average eepee).

The best track, ‘Figurehead is
an amazing seven and a half
minute workout sounding partic-
ularly Doors-inspired and reminis-
centof the Birthday Party's most
blues-sodden moments. It fea-
tures Mark Seymour on tambou-
rine and backing vocals, while his
fellow Hunter-Collector John Arch-
er produced four ofthe five tracks.
The non-Archer production num-

ber isa raw live recording, ‘Sweet
Thing Desire.

All fine stuff, and almost worth

having for ‘Figurehead’ alone. Im-

ported and available through EMI
retail stores.

Paul McKessar
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