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Phantom, Rocker and Slick
EMI

From the remnants’ of the Stray
Cats come rhythm section Slim
Jim Phantom and Lee Rocker, to

join forces with fast guitar hero

and one-time Bowie sideman Earl

Slick. :
Their debut album is not as in-

spired as one might have hoped.
The songs just don't quite make it.

Both melody and vocal delivery
are all too often forced and unin-

spired, particularly on the two
slower numbers.

Indeed, the singer often seems

like an intruder in a band that is

only truly happy when the pace is
full on, the amps are full up, and
the lead guitarist is in full fury.
They do, however, capture a good
live feel on record and, like a good
pub band, they know their rock 'n’
roll. There's guitar solos galore, if

that's your thing, and at times it
sounds as if Keith Richards is

helping out on more than justthe
one track for which they givehim

credit.
- Iwonder if such an observation
would bother them? Probably not.

They sound like they're having too

good a time to care.

Grant Scott , : :

Tony Baker : :
Scandanavian Suite

Tartar
;

Tony Baker is currently a musi-

cal director for TVNZ. He is also a

talented and prolific com-

poser/arranger and a very fine alto

saxophonist (whose live perfor-
mances are not nearly as often as
wed like these days). Last year he
was commissioned by Radio NZ to
write a work for saxophone and or-

chestra. The result is the 30
minute suite commemorating the
contribution made to New Zealand

by early settlers fromvarious parts
ofScandanavia. The work is in five
parts and features Colin Hem-

mingson on tenor sax, a large
selection of the string and wood-

wind sections of the NZSO and a

fine jazz quartet.

- Attempts to combine the intri-
cately wrought European struc-

tures oforchestral music with the
American improvisations of jazz
have been going on since the

19505. The usual results of such

attempts at a “third stream” have
been unsatisfying to both tradi-
tions but Scandanavian Suite
fares better than most. Baker has

avoided jarring juxtapositions of

style and achieved many pas-
sages of evocative beauty, both in

passionate intensity and in tran-

quil reflection. .
- Hemmingson, a member of the
NZSO as well as a leading jazz
muscian, is in his usual exemplary
form, as is that marvellous

guitarist Martin Winch. Moreover
the whole performance has been

remarkably well recorded. (The al-
bum is completed by three other
pieces featuring Hemmingson
and orchestra though at times

these veer close to cosy MOR.)
Peter Thomson

Gregory Isaacs

Slum Dub (Serengeti)
Another intriguing release by

Jayrem, this one dating back to

1978. To my knowledge, it's the

first dub album to gain local

release, so it must be considered

a breathrough. Prince Jammy and
the Channel One Posse weaving
spells on track which originally ap-

peared on the Cool Ruler LP. Buy,
and give encouragement. DC

The Best of the Sir Douglas
Quintet (Bigtime)
_ This set brings together materi-
al from the most fertile period (late
60s-early 70s) of Doug Sahm's

long and varied career. His ability
to create a cohesive blend ofrock
'n’ roll, blues, Texas border music,
countryand other influences is, at
its best,. unmatched. There may
bebetter single albums (1 Plus 1
etc, Together After Five, perhaps),
but the newcomer would do well
to start here. Included are ‘She’s
About a Mover, ‘Mendocino, ‘Dy-
namite Woman, the wonderful

country lament ‘Texas Me, and, es-

pecially, a sinuous ‘Wasted Days
and Wasted Nights. KW

Shriekback
Oil and Gold (Arista)

~ The sound of thecomputer age
meets funk meets turgid English
eccentrics meets black humour
not gold. What was that about oil
and water? Shriekback are intelli-

gent, ‘Lined Up’ proved that. But

on their fourth album, oblique-
ness, humour and the allegorical
deadness of ‘Malaria, ‘Fish Below
the Ice’ or ‘Hammerheads' can’t
save the mechanical emptiness of
much of the music. Their best

songs like the undulating ‘This Big
Hush' or ‘The Only Thing That
Shines’ develop from the sound-

scape of Enos Another Green
World. That's where their real

potential lies. GK
Stevie Nicks
Rock A Little (Modern)

Third solo album from the ex-

Fleetwood Mac sex symbol, who

has kept her profile up with her
solo work, her duets (both live and

studio) with Tom Petty and her
constant presence at many
benefit concerts throughout the
‘US. Whatwe have here is more of
the same: the stadium rocker ('l
Can't Wait) and the lovely ballad
(RockA Little (Go AheadLily). The
epic poem ('The Nightmare’) and
the Tom Petty flavoured rock 'n’
roller (Imperial Hotel’). More songs
for lovers and other strangers. No
immediate hits but getsbetter all
the time. SGE

Paul Kelly \
Post (White Label) A

An album in the true singer-
songwriter tradition, from a-criti-
cally lauded Australian who usual-

ly fronts his own band, the Dots.
Kelly writes about his life ex-

periences, and uses. basically
acoustic guitar, occasionally em-

bellished with piano, sax, piano ac-

cordian and bass guitar. His
themes are his childhood days in

Adelaide, schooldays, love lostand

drug addiction. A rare look into
another’s soul ...

dedicated to Paul

Hewson. : SGE
A-Ha : :

A-Hunting High and Low

(Warners) i
Take three photogenic Nor-

wegians, put them through the
Ultravox-Duran Duran easy listen-

ing course and presto you've got
a band with ‘Take On Mg, a single
that’s been cleaning up the pop
charts in the Western World.

Catchy fluff and harmless

plagiarism from the dyingvestiges
of British synth pop seem to be
the prerequisites for overnight
stardom. GK
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Small Ads cost $1.50 per line plus $1.50
for the heading. Send copy and payment
to ‘Rip It Up’ Small Ads, PO Box 5689,
Auckland 1.

MISCELLANEOUS

ANTI-SYSTEM ZINE
Formerly Anarcho-Pacifist. Issue 2 includes Punk

poetry, Redfern collective, Brothers Gorgonzola
interview, Subhumans split and more. Send 35¢

stamp and donation to cover costs to Simon, c/-
Anarchy Organisation; Box 14156, Kilbirnie, Wgtn.
PSYCHIC TV SHIRTS
Nick Cave, Coil, Psychic TV, Charles Manson,
Psychick Skull T-Shirts $17.00 and others. Catalogue
$1 from SERV 23, PO Box 9345, Wellington.
PA/DISCO FOR HIRE : :
16:4:2 desk, effects, multicore, 200w mini PA &
Soundman. Ph Mick, AK 669-627

SINGERS ‘ P,

Ifyou are a beginner, amateur or interested in singing,
buy this book, it will definitely help you. 'How To

Improve Your Singing and Performance’. Send $9.95
to Robyn Hill, GPO Box 847, Auckland.
LIGHTS FOR HIRE
Mark (09) 863296, Auckland.

INTRODUCTORY SINGING COURSE

12 week courses for beginners, singers

and musicians covering basic technique.
Commencing 18th February. For details

phone Robyn Hill, 435-859 (Auck).

COMIC BUYERS BE AWARE. . .
Mark 1 comics now at 98 Albert St (Basement),
Auckland. Ph 393-134, write Box 27365, Auck 4.

RECORDINGS FOR SALE

BLACK MUSIC, 260 SINGLES 70’s & 80’s
Aretha, Womack, Maze, Ojays, Temps, Mayfield, Al

Green, Parliament, Millie Jackson, JBs etc. Offers
to 75 Apu Cres, Lyall Bay, Wellington.
RARE & INTERESTING TAPES

Including latest NME tapes. Send for full list to B
Curtis, PO Box 1131, Napier.
RARE HEAVY METAL IMPORTS
For up to date album import list send 2 x 25¢
stamps, name & address to Grunt Records, Box 291,
Timaru or Ace Imports, 800 Colombo St, Chch.
5 YEAR MISSION’S EP RELEASE _
4B’s Promotions, Napier. ' :
THIS IS HEAVEN ;
200 Variations book/record! At Real Groovy, Rock

n Roll, Revival, Record Exchange, Colin Morris, Slow

All enquiries to

David Fearon
86 Deep Creek Rd

Torbay, Auckland, 10.
Ph: (09) 4038320

rerAC rRALWAY] ENGINEER
¥ TRAINING

The AERIAL RAILWAY is conducting courses in

sound engineering at its Moehau studio, Port
Charles, Coromandel. The course is designed for

those seeking a technical background to sound

engineering. '
The course starts on Sunday March 23rd and

‘runs for six days. The fee of S3OO covers Food,
Accommodation, Tuition and 24-hour access to
the studio. Limit of ten per course. _

The 8-track studio is situated in a wooded river
valley overlooking a beach. ; e

Subjects covered; Acoustics, Noise, Microphone
Techniques, ‘Hands-on’ Recording and Mixing,
Musical Instruments, ‘Toys' and Sound Processors,
Basic Electronics, and much, much, more!

INTERESTED? W |
antact Us Now for more Information.

' : AERIAL RAILWAY STUDIO
MOEHAU COMMUNITY

PORT CHARLES

N4 COROMANDEL R.D.

- PH (084356) 730 COLVILLE

Boat. & in the South Istand from Flying Nun, Box
3000, Chch. Make a poor cobbler happy.

INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE

MULTI-TRACK TAPE RECORDER :
TEAC Tascam 244 portastudio with built in mixer and
DBX noise reduction. $2,500, Ph Chch (03) 831-757.
HI-FI PA EQUIPMENT, HIRE & SALES
Soundtrac’s expandable mixing consoles. Furman

crossovers, compressor limiters, noise gates, reverb

systems, graphic and parametric equalisers, A.d.A.

digital delays. All equipment Hi-fi spec and whole-
sale price. Details, phone Dunedin 777-742 or write
to Strawberry Sound Ltd, PO Box 1450, Dunedin.

WASHBURN BASS, H&H AMP, EV SPEAKER
‘Washburn fretless bass with Seymour Duncan pickup,
SSOO ono. H&H ICIOOamp, reverb sustain, S6OO ono.

Electrovoice 15" Bass speaker in solid custom made
cabinet, $750. Ph Auckland 788-303.
8 TRACK RECORDER FOR SALE
With DBX stand and remote. Ph AK 795 344.

THE MAX N PLAYABILITY/THE MAX IN DURABILITY

GMAX-ETIKS

‘Findlly, synthefic sticks with

superior response and durability
... that feel like wood!

MAX-STICKS will outlast wood sticks
under similar play 20 to 25 times!

For further information contact: - :
Lyn McAllister Music Ltd.
PO Box 39-143, Auckland West.

Ph: (09) 34-936
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ROCK & ROLL RECORDS l
18 FORT STREET, CITY. PH: 797-899

~ LATE NIGHT FRIDAY
OPEN SATURDAY 10.30am to 12.30pm

RECORDINGS WANTED

MOCKERS : :
Any Mocker stuff at all, write SMP, 17a Sandown
Rd, Rothesay Bay, Auckland 10. :
DURAN & NARCS

Duran Duran 7 & 12"s, Andy & Roger Taylor Stuff.
Narcs singles, posters, pics, articles. Contact Jo &
Liz, 709 Fitzroy Ave, Hastings.
DANCE EXPONENTS & RIU :
Exponents singles and R.I.U. No 76 (Nov 83). S

Fifield, Tram Rd, Kaiapoi, R.D. 2.
DAVID BOWIE WANTED ;
Albums, singles, bootlegs etc. Top prices paid. N

Donaghey, 238 Waimea Rd, Nelson. - .
REWARD $25!!
For any of these records, Bob & the 5 ‘High School

Confidential (Zodiac Records). Bitter End ‘Too Much

Monkey Business' (HMV). Masters Apprentices
‘Undecided. All 45 rom, must be in good condition.
Ph: 542-667 or write PO Box 5416, Auckland. -

wanted to buy

‘records
- & tapes
Le
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