
teamed with those of the re-
mainderof the band, rhythm sec-
tion Faye Hunter and Sarah Rom-
weber. That's what makes the
Easter-Hunter composition 'Ring
True’ the best thing on the record,
well, that and a great chorus. The
otherstandouts are 'Easy Does; a
buoyant pop song with chiming
electric piano, and 'Blue Line’.

But bits of almost every song
are good and Cypress is a singu-
larly friendly record that sounds
like it was fun to make. Let's Active
won't drag you in the door but
onceyou're in the room there's no
reason not to stay there.
Russell Brown

Jesse Johnson’s Revue
A&M

The Clown Prince of Funk met
a pauper one day when he was
strutting his stuff down in down-
town Minneapolis. "I could do
that." said the pauper, whose
name was Jesse. The Prince just
dribbled in reply: “Be my friend."
for most of his friends were too
tired to come out with the Prince,
and some of them couldn’t walk as
well as they used to.

Jesse Johnson(Gemini) got on
a Greyhoundbus at Rock Hound.
Illinois, one summer and wound
up second-hand man to Morris
Day and the Time. And of course
they're the guys that played bad
while Prince was acting mad and
bad in Purple Rain.

Jesse, who got yelled at a lot in
'Jungle Love’, and co-wrote the
song, eventually decided to call it
a day and clock up some time as
a Rock Star. Then Jesse (a Gemi-
ni, he likes girls who are sexy, lov-
ingbut can stand on their own two
feet) while waiting to be a Star,
produced two songs for Janet
Jackson, co-wrote ‘Strawberry

Shortcake' forSheila Eand played
guitar for Shalamar on ‘DeadGiveaway!

His first solo album, made early
this year, features one Time key-
boardist and four others who look
like misshapen David Grantdolls.
The Revue is nude but not rude.
This is Princeby numbers, nocon-
troversy, guitar flights with kid
doves. No perverse sex, no incom-
prehensible ramblings, no stained
sheets of sound, or deranged ar-
rangements. This is clone (the)
funk, and whatever Jesse Johnson
(a Gemini) says, being friends with

“the Mental Mentor is no license to
sound like him.

Nevertheless. I (an Aries) like
this album and so does my doggy-
woggy (a Cancer). We were only
being mean so we could slip in
some puns we thought up. We
give it six woofs and hope to see

Jesse Johnson’s Revue back again
next year. Goodnight.
Peter Grace
The Sweet
Sweet 16
Starcall

Boy, the Sweet. I remember
badgering my Dad into handing
over the money fora record that,
as my tastes stood in Standard
Four, seemed pretty close to
heaven; the Sweet on one side
and Slade on the other. When I got
it home I realised it was one of
those Dutch soundalike things
and was most downcast. But you
could hearall the songs on the ra-
dio anyway, and you sort of got
used to the funny accents ...

The Sweet were a Mickie Most
production and one of his more
successful: theyhad a stringof hit
singles in the early 70s. They
looked ridiculous and, frankly, they
were as deep as the kitschen sink.
But the songs on side one of this
compilation bristle with an up-
frontness that's almost impossible
to resist. Much of it's due to the
production huge but acoustic-
soundingrhythm section with gui-
tarand vocals sprayed all over it
and its relentless brightness. The
sound changes from sheer bub-
blegum like 'Poppa Joe'to fantasti-
cal raunch like 'Blockbuster', but
the economy and energy runs
right through. Side two is drawn
from their later phase, when the
hit singleswere fewer; accordingly,
the stuff that did succeed got
recycled in the hope of a repeat
and you get the 'Fox On the Run’
vocal harmony on three other
songs. Apart from that song and
the raucous ‘Action; the side gives
a glimpse of what the Sweet’s al-
bums must have been like. Less
than tasty.

These days it’s safe to sit back
and rationalise why you liked 70s
crap-pop the amazing produc-
tion on BCR’s ‘Rock 'n' Roll Love
Letter’, Noddy Holder's voice, the
altogether classierraunch of most
of Abba’s singles. Perhaps much of
today’s white dreck will be regard-
ed in the same way in 10 years'
time. But I dunno the succes-
sive Duran singles and their
whatevermixes are closer to pomp
rock than anything else, and no-
body really loves pomp rock. This
record makes me smile and tap
my feet. I donot thinkGo West will
ever do this to me.
Russell Brown

Jesse Johnson
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