
David Taylor

ing and arranging thesebands. Si-
mon Lynch, the keyboardist in
Sidewalk, has the talent and with
some overseas experience could
put something down on vinyl. All
the bands have the potential to de-
fine a real New Zealand funk
sound after years of consolidat-
ing their sound and learning from
American bands, they’re just
great.

It's your fault if you miss some-
thing this good.
Kerry ‘Controversy’ Buchanan

Lady Sings the Blues
Performance Cafe, July 25

Having never been to the Perfor-
mance Cafe before, it was an en-
joyable experience to walk into a
small, crowded, very warm place
that was jumping and except

for set changes that’s the way it
stayed all night. Got the picture?

Sorry to have missed 'Cut Lunch
and a Team of Huskies’ two
women from whatwas Siren, I be-
lieve. We arrived half way through
Katy Soljack’s setand caught 'Ain't
Nobody’s Business’; settling in for
a good night looked easy. Every-
one else seemed to know the
women performing and Maria Mo-
net was given an almost ecstatic
welcome. She looked wonderful,
sang wonderfullyand I particularly
remember 'Sleazy! Maria Monet is
a PRESENCE!

Last were Mahia Blackmore and
two other women who're in Meg
and the Phones. Mahia has a voice
that, truly, pins you to the wall
I can’t remember song titles but by
this time it was Danceville, Arizo-
na, they were amazing. I do
remember Mahia, Katy and Maria’s

version of the Vanilla Fudge’s ‘You
Keep Me Hangin' On! A great end-
ing to a neat, neat night for me
anyway, as it was exit to work.

Lady Sings the Blues is about
women’s blues raunchy and
dancy and entirely good for your
soul. It's also happening every
month at the Performance Cafe
from now on
time!
Fiona Rae

Taj Mahal
Suva

'RIU' writerDavid Taylorwas re-
centlybanished to Fiji by virtue of
his employ with HM Government,
but he found that life in the isles
has its compensations like
meeting blues legend Taj Mahal:

Taj Mahal is huge. The blues
equivalent of Mr T. He’s recently

been holidaying in Fiji with his fa-
mily. One evening in Suva I attend-
ed a private dinner party at the
Java Restaurant at which Taj, his
spouse Inshira and their brood
were guests of honour.

For a man who sings the blues
with feeling, Taj is very positive. He
enthuses about New Zealand, hav-
ing toured several times,most re-
cently for Sweetwaters in 1983,
and a more extensive progress
through provincial centres in the
North Island. On those trips he
met Herbs and rates them very
highly. Take note of that recom-
mendation; Mahal is an eminent
musicologistwell versed in Ameri-
can black music and that of the
Carribean. He also also raved
about Dalvanius’ ‘Poi E’.

Ideally he would like to see mu-
sicians from the Pacific basin
share their distinct heritages. On
a popular level unfortunately the
mechanism for that collaboration
might be difficult to find. There’s
precious little money available, in
New Zealand let alonethe rest
of the Pacific for such worth-
while projects.

Taj is now living on one of the
outer islands of Hawaii. He plays
solo when the mood takes him
and enjoys it. Recently he’s been
involved in a TV project with Ge-
orge Star Wars Lucas. This onehas
something to do with the Ewoks,
will screen in the northern fall and
includes Taj’s musical contribu-
tions. Other recording? "Only bits
and pieces.”

After the meal the guitar ap-
peared. A lengthy 'Freight Train’ in-
troduced 45 minutes of sheer
delight. The ambience in the
restaurant was ideal and the mus-
ic hung in the air as Taj’s gravelly
tonsils caressed blues words. The
second item was from the Missis-
sipi Delta. Traditional gutsy fare.
Then there was a tender rendition
of ‘Stagger Lee’.

At one stage a bottle fell over.

The clunk drew Taj out of his per-
formingtrance. "Hey, no problem,”
he said. "Y’know in Texas some
bars have chicken wire up to pro-
tect the band from broken glass.
People just throw bottles at the
band. It’s a real rough place. Just
check your guns at the door.”
Laughs. "You think I’m jivin? Go
theah!"

Another three songs, including
a drastically rearranged version of
Mitch Ryder's 'C C Rider! On two,
Inshira provided vocal support. A
soul voice, warm and strong, it
made the right contrast with Taj’s
raw chords.

Taj and Inshira Mahal are good
family people. The music they
made was exuberant and affec-
tionate. Mahal isn’t plugging for
the Top 40 (although his back
catalogue or the available compi-
lations are worth seeking out). His
personal values have lead him in
search of a better lifestyle. I reck-
on he’s found it.

On Tape
Armatrak, Demo (Rites Tapes)
($2 from PO Box 8809, Auck)

Armatrak are not the sort of
band who make countless musi-
cal excuses for being "punk”. All
four tracks on this piece of musi-
cal mayhem are simple, fast and
raucous. Vocalist Steve, in fact,
has a tendency towards heavyme-
tal screams, whichwould in most
cases sound out of place and
laughable but are carried off by
the overall anarchic feel of the
music. The lyrics are clear, saying
what ismeant without beingover-
ridden with "themand us” cliches.
Four songs about religion, the
suburban dream, big business
and creative use of leisure time
make this cassette well worth the
money, ifnot for the faint-hearted.

MH
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Issue 1 features interviews with
Boy George, Spandau Ballet's
Tony Hadley, lan McCulloch of
Echo & the Bunnymen, Berlin's
Terri Nunn, Robert Smith of the
Cure, Tina Turner, Clash’s Joe
Strummer, Frankie’s Holly
Johnson,Pseudo Echo.

Other stories include NZ
Synth scene, Street Style &

Soul Style, Bob Marley’s 1979
NZ Tour, Dance Exponents’ &

Mockers’ Lowdowns, Andy's
make-up tips, U2 concert
photos and Katango.

Colour posters are Simon Le
Bon and Billy Idol. Black &

White posters are lan Curtis and
Johnny Rotten.

Issue 2 contains interviews with
Dance Exponents, Pat Benatar,
Malcolm McLaren, Ultravox’s
Midge Ure, Denis O'Regan
(photographer on Bowie &

Durans world tours), the
producers of Beverly Hills Cop’,
Mark Pilisi from 'Other Halves!

Other features include Split
Enz's last night and last photo,
Part 1 of a definitive Split Enz
Discography, Prince live in
Detroit, Andrew Fagan reviews
records, a guide to the Dunedin
scene, Narcs Lowdown, a look
at IVJod the sharpest of styles,
fashion and Wham! pin-up.

Colour posters of U2 and
Madonna. Black & white
posters are Ziggy Bowie and
classic Lou Reed.

Issue 3 Interviews with John
Taylor of Duran Duran (& Power
Station), Curt Smith of Tears for
Fears, Nik Kershaw, Bryan
Adams, Afrika Bambaataa,
reggae’s Sly Dunbar and Robbie
Shakespeare, the Mary Jane
Girls, Rockwell & Deßarge.

Other goodies include Part 1
of a Punk History, Male style,
Split Enz Discography Part 2,
lyrics of ‘Dance Exponents’
‘Greater Hopes Greater
Expectations! bombing, Paul
Young pin-up.

Colour posters are Mockers’
Andrew Fagan and Bruce
Springsteen.B&W posters are
Midnight Oil’s Peter Garrett &

Bob Marley.

□ Issue 1, $2.50 □ Issue 2, $2.50 □ Issue 3, $2.50
□ BG cover poster $2 □ Jordan cover poster $2 □ JT cover poster $2
□ 1 year subscription (6 issues) sl4
Name .

Issue 2 contains interviews with
Dance Exponents, Pat Benatar,
Malcolm MdLaren, Ultravox’s
Midge Lire, Denis O’Regan ■
(photographer on Bowie &

Durans world tours), the
producers of 'Beverly Hills Cop’,
Mark Pilisi from ‘Other Halves’.

Other features include Split
Enz's last night and last photo,
Part 1 of a definitive Split Enz
Discography, Prince live in
Detroit, Andrew Fagan reviews
records, a guide to the Dunedin
scene, Narcs Lowdown, a look
at IVJod the sharpest of styles,
fashion and Wham! pin-up.

Colour posters of U2 and
Madonna. Black & white
posters are Ziggy Bowie and
classic Lou Reed.

'□ Issue 2, $2.50
□ Jordan cover poster $2

Address

Issue 3 Interviews with John
Taylor of Duran Duran (& Power
Station), Curt Smith of Tears for
Fears, Nik Kershaw, Bryan
Adams, Afrika Bambaataa,
reggae’s Sly Dunbar and Robbie
Shakespeare, the Mary Jane
Girls, Rockwell & Deßarge.

Other goodies include Part 1
of a Punk History, Male style,
Split Enz Discography Part 2,

■ lyrics of ‘Dance Exponents’
‘Greater Hopes Greater
Expectations', bombing, Paul
Young pin-up..

Colour posters are Mockers'
Andrew Fagan and Bruce
Springsteen.B&W posters are
Midnight Oil’s Peter Garrett &

Bob Marley.

□ Issue 3, $2.50
□ JT cover poster $2

To purchase, tick the Shake!
magazine or poster you require
and post toShake], PO Box
5689, Auckland 1.
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THE KIWI ANIMAL
New LP ‘MERCY5 Available Now
at Record Shops throughout NZ.
Playing Live August 29th & 30th, Bpm
at Bowen Studio Theatre, Auckland.

IB
lab
rec o r ding studio

16 si.. si.. sixteen.
In 1985 the average recording was on
eight track. The average recorded at lab
studios was 16 si.. si .. si.. sixteen.
Not many others had a digital reverb but
lab did to go with their 16 si., si.. si ..
sixteen track.
So for the best rates call them the answer
will never be na . . na. . na. . na.. no.

Lab st.. st. st.. Studios
602-462 or 534-8631, Auck.
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