
Letters
Post to 'RtU' Letters,
PO Box 5689, Auckland 1.

The Backlash Backlash
This letter is to those three self-

opinionated bastards who have
decided to get it into their heads
that the Chills have lost their spirit
and have now become "vain" What
a load of shit. Why don’t you go to
one of their gigs and get into the
music then you will see just
how well they’lldo in the UK. Then
afterwards go and talk with them

they don't snub you like a lot of
bands do.

This message also applies to
"Mr Masturbation" Ray Pierceand
the ilk of people in Christchurch
who must think it’s trendy to hass-
le Martin Phillipps (and Russell
Brown). What are you goingto do
next? Bend over and show us your
stretch marks? Isn't the idea to
support NZ bands, not riddle the
shit out of them?!
Gary McCalman (and a lot of other
people in New Plymouth who think
the same way)

Saint Bob ...

Maybe Bob Geldof read Alistair
Cooke's Talk About America
(1968). in which the last line of the
introduction reads: “Courage,
men. The human beings may yet
defeat the politicians." If the Bea-
tles received the MBE. can Geldof
attain to less than a knighthood,
if not the Nobel Peace Prize?
Bruce Morley Kohukohu

The Apostle Bob ...

I fully accept that your maga-
zine is the best available for in-
depth music coverage on both the
international and local scene. But
unfortunately I am an avid Dylan
fan and although I have scanned
most of your output, I find very lit-
tle attributed to this man. His re-
cent stint on the Live Aid concert
did not do a lot for many of his fol-
lowers but he remains for me one
of the best prolific contemporary
artists of the century. The motive
of this letter is to try and persuade
you to include something on him
in one of your forthcoming issues,

apart from a simple record review.
I’m sure I am not the only Dylan
fan who would appreciate this.
Wendy Knox Ashburton

Hey Bud!
Harry Ratbag, barman and part

time slander merchant, was
seized at Auckland International
Airport yesterday after returning
from Brisbane, where he had been
visiting an aboriginal aunt and
buying up a fire-damaged stock of
paisley shirts. It would appear that
a short-sightedCustoms drug dog
mistook Mr R. Bag (who was very
brightly dressed and sporting his
lengthy hair-do) for a large
Queensland head cured in Stein-
lager. Amidst protests, RlU's an-
swerto Felicity Ferret was sent to
the DSIR for analysis but, unfor-
tunately for Harold, en route he
was stolen by some over-zealous
Rastafarians and can now be pur-
chased in reefer-sized amountsat
the Six Month Club.
Lea & Perrins (A reliable sauce)
Auckland

The Ringing In Our Ears ...

Hi! My name is Chris Matthews
and I am interested in compiling a
history of local heavy metal. It will
not be very long, perhaps similar
to a single issue of Kreshendo
magazine, and all sources will be
quoted. I would be grateful if any-
one who would be keen to lend a
hand or supply further information
could contact me at the following
address: Chris Matthews, PO Box
19-517, Avondale, Auckland. Local
metal needs something like this,
I feel.
Chris Matthews Avondale

Dunedin
Gamaunche have reformed

with a new bassist, Craig John-
stone. They hope to have a tape
released shortly and they'repush-
ing foran Arts Councilgrant... the
Doublehappys. understandably,
have “ceased to exist as an enti-
ty," but Shayne and Johnwill car-
ry on and may form a four-piece

Look Blue Go Purple will be
touring North at the end of the
month and they will be support-
ing Jonathan Richman at his
Christchurchdates, October 4-5
... new bands that have flickered
across the live scene include The
Proles, In A Circle. Parson’s Nose
and Armalite Hour
GK

DYNAMIC HEPNOTICS

Stephen Spencer

Whether you thought it was
ecstasy or ersatz, the Dynamic
Hepnotics’ ‘Soul Kind of
Feeling’ was a pleasant change
from most of the rotate-radio
fare of the past few months.
The single won the band a
much larger audience in their
native Australia (it was last
year’s biggest-selling local
single across the Tasman) and
introduced them to New
Zealand.

After all, it’s not as if these Hep-
notic chappies are Johnny-come-
latelys. They've been around for six
years, initially as a blues-orientated
band which used Sydney as a base
for exhaustive touring. In those
days they used to get theband and
the PA into one car and the sound-
man's VW Combi now of course,
the entourage consists of l2 peo-
ple, two carsand a huge truck. But
sax player Bruce Allen didn't sound
as if the band’s newfound record
success had gone to his head ...

“We get to stay in better hotels
and wear better clothes, but that’s
about it. We still have towork real-
ly hard. We've worked hard over the
last few years and established our-
selves to a level where we've been
playingfairly majorvenues anyway,
1000 seaters. It’s just that we fill ’em

up with people these days. Which
is pleasant."

Although this year's album Take
You Higher is the band’s first, they
have a recording history that
stretches back, if a little patchily, to
their early days. They even had a
single, ‘Hepnobeat’, that showed up
on various US dance charts and
went to N0.3 in Spain. But that was
about three years ago and by the
time they signed to Mushroom
Records’ White Label last year they
hadn't been in a studio for two
years. After one false start, 'Soul
Kind of Feeling’ was the break. So
what difference did the unusually
extensive live background make to
recording a first LP?

"We learned to play together,
which is the main thing. It’s really
difficult for bands sometimes when
they get into the studio straightand

they hear a playback and realise
they’re not really playing together.
as a unit. We’ve had years of play-
ing togetherso it wasn’t a problem
for us. I think that's a big advantage,
especially when you're doing new
songs, it means things fall together
a lot quicker.”

What was the age of most of the
material? Was there a backlog from
the long break from recording?

"Some of the songs are fairly old.
But a few of them we'd never done
on stage before, they were written
just before we went into the studio
and we just went in and put them
down. That was sort of an experi-
ment for usbecause normally we've
recorded stage favourites, but I
think they turned out pretty well.”

Given the live experience, what
was the approach to production
when you went into the studio?

"Well, we've always been interest-
ed in getting that big sound. Then
again, we started as a five-piece un-
til we got the rest of the horns, just
sax, guitar, bass and drums and
Robert with his singing and har-
monica. And we used to create
these artificial brass parts by play-

ing harmonica and sax together, try-
ing to make a brass section out of
that. Which works okay, because
the harmonica can play chords and
two or three notes at a time. So
we’ve always wanted tohave a brass
section and 10 keyboard players
and 85 guitar players, and when
you’re in the studio you can do that
sort of thing. So basically what we
did was go in and play the way we
do live and then add bits and pieces
where we felt they were necessary.’’

In recent years you’ve shifted
from a blues and R&B sound to a
much more soul-influenced style.
What’s been behind that?

"I think it’s as we've developed as
songwriters. That side of it comes
out because you feel better about
writinga song if there’s been some
sort of challengeto it. I mean, writ-
ing a song that’s a 12-bar blues
where you repeat the first two lines
and so on isn't all that hard to do. I
mean, I think it’s hard to write a real-
ly good blues song, like some of
those Willie Dixon things—just the
way he phrases it and the little say-
ings he comes up with for the song
titles are really good, it must be
hard to write a tune like that."

The Dynamic Hepnotcs' first
overseas foray comes soon,with a
visit to these shores. Outside of that
they're talking to several record
companies in America with a view
to world-wide release for their
records. So the expectations are
getting greater for the friendlybar
band with the huge-selling single?

“Yeah, I think so. Not necessari-
ly more expectations from the au-
dience, but from our record compa-
ny for a start. They expect us to
repeat the success so they can
make lots of money. And there's al-
ways the sort of industry thing
where people say 'Oh well, these
guys have had one huge hit, I
betcha they don't get another one.’ ”

But you’ve obviously got confi-
dence in yourselves...

"Well, yeah we enjoy what we
do, the style of music that we play.
That's the main thing as far as we're
concerned. Andhaving other like it
to is the best way for us to be able
to keep on making it.”

Dynamic Hepnotics (L-R): Standing, Mike Gubb, Alan Britton.
Robert Souter. Seated, Robert Susz, Andrew Silver, Bruce Allen.
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NATIONAL TOUR DATES
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
28 MT WELLINGTON,

Licensing Trust
29 MAIRANGI BAY,

Windsor Park
30, 31 WHANGAREI,

DB Onerahi
SEPT 1 AUCK, Stringfellows

3 HAMILTON, Hillcrest
4 ROTORUA, DB Rotorua
5 TAURANGA, Greerton
6 GISBORNE, DB Gisborne
7 NAPIER, Shakespeare
8 NAPIER, Michaels Place
9 LEVIN, Oxford Tavern

10 WGTN, Cricketers
12 CHCH, Gladstone
13 DUNEDIN, Sammys
14 OAMARU, Underage Gig
14 OAMARU, Brydone Hotel
15 QUEENSTOWN. Alberts
16 INVERCARGILL,

Glengarry Tavern
17 GORE
18 BALCLUTHA,

Rosebank Tavern
19 TIMARU, Old Mill
20 CHCH, Underage Rage
21 BLENHEIM, Underage Rage
22 WGTN, Underage Rage
24 MASTERTON, Homestead
25 PALM NTH, Massey Uni
26 WANGANUI, Fosters
27 N. PLYMOUTH,

Queens Hail (Underage)
28 N. PLYMOUTH, BellblockBellblock
29 OHAKUNE
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