
Rumours
Wellington

Netherworld dancing Toys
have been recording their debut
album at the Capital’s Marmalade
Studios. The album is due for
release in July and should contain
10 or 11 tracks. Expect the first
single, 'For Today', this month.
Brent Hansen recently produced
a film clip of the single for TV on
location in Wellington and on the
Cook Strait ferries. The NDTs
commence a nationwide tour to
promote the album in Auckland
on July 18.

Country face John Hore joined
the throngsviewing Aussiesbarn-
stormers the Johnnyswhen they
played here last month. The John-
nys propose to tour again at
Christmas... Porirua’s prestigious
reggae unit, Dread Beat and
Blood, are facing restrictions at
local venues because some hotel
managers are concerned about
the clientele the band attracts.
Such discrimination is not ap-
plied to certain European bands
with a far more “destructive" mes-
sage and followers. Food for
thought?

Flesh D-Vice have been work-
ing on their new album, Secrets
Of the Estranged. They are saidto
have recorded a version of Joy Di-
vision’s ’Transmission’ for the
record

... IQU have begun work on
some new material for Jayrem ...

the Backdoor Blues Band, who
have been most favourably
received here, are to record for
Jayrem this year.

Circus Block 4 have just
returned from a foray to the
South Island. The exposure was
reportedly valuable ...

John
Niland, one of the original Hula-
men, is about to release a jazz al-
bum on the Eelman label. Andrew
Clouston has prepared the art-
work ... Jayrem are releasing
heavy metal waxings by Lion-
heart (from Dunedin) and Tokyo
(from Wellington) this month ...

and cool runnings from Gregory
Isaacs/Dennis Brown and Don
Carlos are to be given domestic
release by Jayrem thismonth. Ti-
tles are Judge Not and Passing
Glance respectively.
David Taylor

Dunedin
Gore-based Touring Party Pro-

motions, which has brought en-
tertainment to the southern
regions for the past two years,

has expandedits activities to take
in Invercargill and Queenstown. It
will offer a three-day (Fri to Sun)
tour with guarantees to bands.
First tour is in the last weekend of
June(see calendar for dates) and
features Sneaky Feelings, Jesuit’s
Birthday and Geneva. Enquiries
to 7 Avon St, Gore, ph 5322.

Rhythm Cocktail are to record
their second tape in Strawberry
Studios ... Look Blue Go Purple
have just completed a video for
their EP, Bewitched ... the Double-
happys are currently touring the
country and whilst in Auckland
they will put the finishing touches
to theirforthcoming four track ER
George Kay

Pagan Place
As both New Zealand film and

music win increasing attention in-
ternationally, we now have a new
indie record company that links
the two.

Pagan Records has been
formed under the wing of Larry
Parr’s Mirage Films. Although it’s
primarily an avenue for film
soundtracks (releases planned in-
clude soundtrack LPs from the
locally-made films Constance,
Shaker Run and Came A Hot Fri-
day), Pagan will also releaseother
NZ recordings. Trevor Reekie,
formerly of Reaction Records,
has been co-opted to look after
that side of it.

Pagan’s first release will be
’America’, the first single from
Shona Laing's new album, Genre.
The album was recorded at Man-
drill Studios using lots of up-to-
date technology. Bruce Lynch
played, produced and arranged
and others to work on therecord
included Frank Gibson Jnr, Martin
Winch, Jackie Fitzgerald,
Suzanne Lynch, Bunny Walters
and Anne Crummer. Bruce Mor-
rison (who is associated with
Mirage) directed the video for
America'.

Next will be a 12” single by
Scotty & Co (Scott Calhoun and
friends including Mark Bell and
Alan Jimson), called ‘I Like To
Drive'.

Pagan releases will be dis-
tributed through RCA Records.
Trevor Reekie can be contacted
cl- Mirage Films, PO Box 1113,
Auckland, or ph 790-097.

• Divine plays a male part in his
new film, Trouble In Mud, also
featuring Kris Kristofferson. Di-
vine has also covered the Four
Seasons’ 'Walk Like A Man’ as a
single.

• Afrika Bambaataa had to pull
out of British gigs with James
Brown because his band, the
Sonic Soul Force, had already
booked important shows for
themselves in the USA.
• Roland Howard and Mick Har-

vey have publicly denounced the
posthumous live Birthday Party
LP, It’s Still Living. Theysay the LR
released without their knowledge
by Australia’s Missing Link
Records, is not a fair representa-
tion of the band.

• Former Undertone, John
O’Neill, has a group called That
Petrol Emotion and a single,
’Keen’.

• An album recorded on Xmas
Day, 1977, and featuringa host of
yer actual punk stars, has been
released by Jock McDonald’s Bol-
lock Brothers. The LP, 77-78-79 in-
cludes all the Sex Pistols, Mick
Jones, Geordieand Youth of Kill-
ing Joke. Billy Idol, Richard Job-
son, Phil Lynott (Phil Lynott?), etc.
• Soon-to-be NZ tourists, Elvis
Costello and T-Bone Burnett
have released a single, 'The Peo-
ple’s Limousine’ as The Coward
Brothers

Roy Orbison on Zang Tumb
Tuum? Yup, the Big O’s new wax-
ing is ‘Wild Hearts’, from ZZT’s
soundtrack to the new Nick Roeg
movie, Insignificance. But Trevor
Horn didn't produced it, thankful-
ly, it was recorded in Nashville ...

Martin Shaw (Doyle from The
Professionals) plays an ageing El-
vis in Alan Bleasdale’s new play
aboutTheKing ... Sting appears
on the new Miles Davis album

...

David Byrne plays a priest in tK e
new movie Dead End Kids; A His-
tory Of Nuclear Power ...

David
Cassidy has tried to give his new
career a boost by appearing in a
nude photo session with model
Samantha Fox

...
Steve Harley

and Cockney Rebel are back on
vinyl again, with a new single, ‘lr-
resistible’

...
and Jeffery Lee

Pierce don’t drink spirits any
more.

Maiden Voyages

Stephen Spencer

The tendency for ambitious
bands based south of
Auckland has long been for
them to drift towards the Big
Smoke. Where the
opportunities are ...

Or so they say ...but with
only one real regular live
venue, the Windsor Castle,
packin' ’em in, it can be hard
for an unknown band to get
the chance to break the
surface, let alone make waves

as Maiden China found out
when they moved up from
Christchurch about four
months ago.

“You might say we've been low
profile but in Auckland it’s pret-
ty hard to be high profile, especial-
ly if you're new,” comments
singer/trumpeter Raoul Burgess.
So, necessity being the mother of
invention, their manager ventured
out into the suburbs and the week
this interview was conducted,
Maiden China were to play the Mt
Wellington Trust and were looking at
other out-of-the-city venues. Such
places usually reverberate to the
sound of covers bands, but Burgess
wasn’t anticipating too much
difficulty in winning over the pun-
ters: “The thing is, we're not just
music we’re entertainment on
stage."

Maiden China are lan Hammer
(guitar), Lyall Jones (bass), Steve
Clarke (keyboards), Brett Cowan
(sax, percussion), Lloyd Morgan
(drums) and Burgess. They formed
to play last year’sChristchurch Bat-
tle Of the Bands (“for a laugh”)

and, with all of fourweeks’ practise,
won the thing. After that they spent
a lot of time touring around the
South Island, playing a lot. But they
don’t find touring a strain quite
the reverse...

‘‘Outside things can make actual-
lygetting on tour difficult," explains
Jones. “But once you’re underway
it's great."

“The thing is when we’re touring
we've got the one identityas a band,
we get a lot closer," adds Burgess.
"Otherwise we’re all very different
people incredibly different.”

Band relationships began to be
strained when things didn’t gowell
initially in Auckland a much-
counted-on support slot falling
through when the national tour by
German band CCCP was aborted,
the inability to find decent practice
space ... and came to a head with
oneawful weekend at the Windsor,
which got any bad feelings out of
the way: “And now weall love each
other."

The band hasn’t been complete-
ly idle, however, and two songs have
been recorded at Mandrill Studios.
Following record company interest,
more recording will be done to
make up a mini-album. They’ve
been lucky to have been offered the
services of bass player turned
sound engineer Roland Kileen, both
live and in the studio.

Now that they'reback to enjoying
what they do, Maiden China want to
get the recording wrapped up as
quickly as possible (finances per-
mitting), play a bit more round Auck-
land and you guessed it do
lots more touring.

Maiden China,
Addington
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Poet & Satirist -

GARY
MCCORMICK

‘Once in a lifetime!’
A rare opportunity to see three of New Zealand’s most amusing speakers
take on the nation’s finest. Topics to be announced in July.
The first half of the show consists of Shadbolt, Scott and McCormick
presenting solo comedy material.

JULY 11, DUNEDIN Town Hall
OPPOSING: lan Fraser, Alan Dick, Michael Guest.
CHAIR: Jim Mora -
TUNE IN TO RADIO 4XO FOR MORE DETAILS

JULY 19, AUCKLAND Town Hall
OPPOSING: Dame Cath Tizard, Karyn Hay, Catherine Saunders.
CHAIR: To be announced .
TUNE IN TO TRIPLE M 89FM FOR MORE DETAILS

JULY 12, CHRISTCHURCH Theatre Royal
OPPOSING: Chris McVeigh, Karyn Hay, A K Grant.
CHAIR: Liz Grant '

TUNE IN TO RADIO AVON FOR MORE DETAILS

JULY 20, WELLINGTON Opera House .
OPPOSING: lan Fraser, Dave Smith, Judith Fyte.
CHAIR: Fran Wilde (MP)
TUNE IN TO RADIO WINDY FOR MORE DETAILS

JULY 13, INVERCARGILL Ascot Park Motor Hotel;
OPPOSING: Norman Jones (MP), Elizabeth Miller, Michael
Deaker. CHAIR: Dave Mahoney
TUNE INTO FOVEAUX RADIO FOR MORE DETAILS

JULY.21, PALMERSTON NORTH Opera House /
OPPOSING: Trevor de Cleene (MP),' Karyn Hay, Alan Millar.
CHAIR: Morva CroxsonniStfUfSfcfln
TUNE IN TO RADIO 2XS FOR MORE DETAILS

JULY 14, NELSON School of Music
OPPOSING: Mayor Peter Malone, Judy Finn, Brian Smythe.
CHAIR: Dave Maze
TUNE IN TO RADIO NELSON FOR MORE DETAILS

JULY 22, HAVELOCK NORTH, High School Auditorium
OPPOSING: Geoff Braybrook (MP), Peter Kale, Eileen Von- ‘
Dadelszen. CHAIR: Mayor Harry Romanes
TUNE IN TO RADIO 9 3FM FOR MORE DETAILS

JULY 18, NEW PLYMOUTH Opera House
OPPOSING: Mayor David Lean, Ida Gaskin, 1 David Hill.
CHAIR: Cheryll Southern
TUNE IN TO RADIO TARANAKI FOR MORE DETAILS

JULY 19, AUCKLAND Town Hall
OPPOSING: Dame Cath Tizard, Karyn Hay, Catherine Saunders.
CHAIR: To be announced
TUNE IN TO TRIPLE M 89FM FOR MORE DETAILS
JULY 20, WELLINGTON Opera House
OPPOSING: lan Fraser, Dave Smith, Judith Fyfe.
CHAIR: Fran Wilde (MP)
TUNE IN TO RADIO WINDY FOR MORE DETAILS
JULY 21, PALMERSTON NORTH Opera House
OPPOSING: Trevor de Cleene (MP), Karyn Hay, Alan Millar.
CHAIR: Morva Croxson
TUNE IN TO RADIO 2XS FOR MORE DETAILS
JULY 22, HAVELOCK NORTH, High School Auditorium
OPPOSING: Geoff Braybrook (MP), Peter Kale, Eileen Von
Dadelszen. CHAIR: Mayor Harry Romanes
TUNE IN TO RADIO 9 3FM FOR MORE DETAILS

Ticket prices will offer concessions
to Students and Unemployed


