
Live

The Go-Betweens
Chills, Able Tasmans
The Gluepot. Feb 16

This weekend was originally,to
be the last before the Gluepot
went into a six month dry dock for
major alterations. The deadline
was put back a week to allow a
"special goodbye weekend. I got
no senseof history perhaps but a
gig like this would have been a
considerably more encouraging
way to lower the curtain on this bar
than another All-Stars trot-out. , I
mean, this was exciting

Able Tasmans .seemed to ,be
playing almost every weekend for
a while last year. Almost always a
support band,’ they had an unfor-
tunate sense of being a novelty
act TV themes, popular covers,
crazee keyboard playing. And. of
course, the noveltybegan to wear
off... But back nowwith their own
soundman and lots of new songs.
Able Tasmans\ are no longer. a
novelty act. There's a darker side
to the music now, and a lot more
thought as regards arrangement
The major problem to be wrestled
with now is the sameness of tex-
ture embodied in the
keyboards/bass/drums lineup. The
homogenous sound all but
obscured the considerable varie-
ty in the songs themselves The
obvious solution would be to add

another member but then they
wouldn't want: to lose that
sparseness, would they?
Hmmmmm. Still, the best
moments (like 'New Sheriff and
‘Funny Mari’) were triffic.

'No doubt more than a few peo-
ple were lured along ' to the
Gluepot by The,promise of the
Chills playing. And the Chills did
not disappoint. It should be said
here that the Chills did not play a
single bad song In fact, keeping
track of personal favourites can be
quite a,daunting task given the
rapid-fire string ofgood ;uns and
great Tins that make up a Chills
set.

The difference with the Chills at
present is that the playing isdoing
justice to the songs The four on
stage play very much as a band,
hitting time changes (which there
seem to be a lot of these days) and
the like ideally and naturally. The
core of it is Terry Moore’s bass
playing the notes coil and twine
intelligently around the bottom of
the songs Therefc the impression
that everyone is playing full-
which doesn't necessarily mean
playing fast.

Martin Phillipps remains the
visual focus and he's a joy to
watch. The friendly, slightly ner-
vous figure who speaks between
songs is the next minute the wide-
eyed electric figure spitting out
the words to 'Smile From A Dead,
Dead Face' like he's speaking in
tongues His singing continues to
improve the low. low from-the
diaphragm notes that trail away

the chorus to Night Of Chill Blue'
are genuinely affecting

Of course the (60s) punk
maelstrom this band can whipup
is only one side to the Chills
certain nuances get lost in a
crowded pub. More and more
recording will round out the Chills
as something that is pretty rare
now a great rock 'n' roll band

The previous night some peo
pie said the Chills were a better
band than the main act, the Go
Betweens. But as Andrew Boak
said, they were a different band
trying to compare the two was
simply dumb

Music like that played live by the
Go Betweens can run the risk of
being merely disciplined and in
telligent (or even, God forbid,
' bookish”), but the performance
(particularly this night) makes it a
lot more than that. Certainly the
music does demand some atten-
tion but if you've paid 10 bucks to
ignore the band you're a wanker

The Go-Betweens’ onstage
volume is relatively lowand it was
possible, if you listened, to pick
out every component ofa song
including the words' Grant McLen-
nan and Robert Forster bounced
off each other with guitars and
as in the sublime Five Words'
with vocals Between them Robert
Vickers’ bass carries the songs
along Lindy Morrison isa classic
non-rock ‘n’ roll drummer in the
Mo Tucker mould she plays like
she was an artist or something
who decided she wanted to play
drums;and did, her way. It's a taut.

snapping style no biff plonk
here.

Most of .the audience seemed
to be familiar with only a handful
of the songs, which was
understandable. As a result, ‘Cat
tle and Cane' and ’ ‘Bachelor
Kisses' got the biggest reactions

along with the more immediate
songs like the wry Draining the
Cool! Other songs to come across
well live were Forster's quirky 'On
My Block' and McLennan’s 'King
Of Mirrors; dedicated to Nick Cave
(“Nicotine-stained angels sing in
his 1 defence ... But the saddest
thing of all is, he’s just a King of
Mirrors .’..”).

Something which seemed; to
bypass manyin the crowd was the
fat vein of humour that ran though
the whole set: “I’m a great singer
and a very good guitarist and this
is a wonderful song that I wrote,"
saidJForster, \ deadpan, and , the
crowd seemed to take him at his
word, uttering barely a murmur.
Forster was a weird figure his
lanky' build seemed make the
stage unbalanced he squirmed
and frowned and then would break
into a narcissitic.. hip-swirling
dance, eyes closed in apparent
ecstasy.

Forster even descended to the
dancefloor to swivel his bum
among the punters (who stood
and stared) at one point. Much of
the activity seemed to be an at-
tempt to stir, up some audience
reaction and the band apparently
almost did , not do an encore
because of the dull crowd

response.
We should be glad they did

the final song was a magnificent-
ly stretched, torn and 1 twisted
River Of Money'. A perfectway to
end. As Brian Eno once said, only
20,000 people might have bought
the first Velvet Underground
album, but sooner or later they all
went out and formed bands ...

Okay, so who played in the rest
of the world this weekend
Russell Brown

The Spines, Ten Foot Faces
Clyde Quay Tavern, Jan 25

■ This was the first time I'd seen
the Spines./In Wellington, the
name has an aura of indepedent
originality and something exciting
in an avant-garde way My illusions
were shattered. They were j just
another J lightweight funk band,
and fairly boring with it.

The music itself was played very
well Sound was dominated by the
bass, which formed a steady funky
(God. I hate that word) beat with
some light/ sensitive drumming
This; provided the stage\ for Jon
McLearys guitar punctuation. He
also sang what seemed to be
original songs, but I couldnt hear
a word he sang. By the time the
words got beyond the mike, they
were just another ambiguous,
chewed-up noise.

So, Jon, I hope you do
somethingabout it. After all, some
of us really want to hear what
you've gotto say A twittering sax
was ’added in the second set,
which seems to be the latest thing

to do Stage atmospherewas fairly
quiet.|lt was 2lit, by a . single,
minimalist red light.

The Spines were proceeded by,
a four-piece called Ten Foot Faces.
They were, very good. Tight, dry,
and sometimes innovative, they
were in the mould of Magazine. In
fact, • they sounded;exactly. 1like
Magazine, with a I Devoto soun-
dalike on vocals. Like the Spines,
though, theywere too serious and
lacked that vital element involved
in putting on a lively show. .f; ;;

So;what ’else was on\in Well-
ington? Heavy metal foursome
Madlight bashing away largely
covers to a sedate crowd of denim
brains at the terminus. New band
with innocuous; name Crook
Straight at the Cricketers. Fairly
light sound, mainly doing covers

like a pre-Siouxsie ‘Prudence’.
And talented/experienced cover
band Fool Proof at the Clarendon,
churning. out| their versions of
'Miss You! .‘Black Night! .'Start Me
Up! etc, etc.

But it wasa beautiful weekend
in the Capital At the end of each
show, the few punters left in the
pubs drank upand disappeared in-
to the night mumblingsomething
about parties, night clubs.
Ghostbusters and how to avoid
Neil Young when he arrives
Clifton Fuller

Crying Out Loud/the Glass,
the Tradaviks
Clyde Quay Tavern, Feb 2.

The Clyde Quay Tavern (aka The
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THICKER,STRONGER,
LONGER HAIR-

INJUST 5 TO 7 DAYS!
This fantastic easy-to-use 100% Protein and
Vitamin B Conditioner has worked for
thousands of women!
Now Long 'n Natural can work for you!

broken or damaged, this remarkable
discovery goes to work INSTANTLY..h This new 100%,PROTEIN andjVITAMIN
B conditioner penetrates, strengthens.
thickensTrevitalizes and NOURISHES
EVERY SINGLE STRAND.

There are no harmfulchemicals, no
grease, no alcohol and no hormones.
Simply apply a few drops daily. At last,
you can have the silken, carefree hair

7 you^vealways'dreamed of/And,rqfgp
course, no split ends. For lustrous andIf- manageablehair, let this 100% Pro-
tein and Vitamin B (panthenol) go to
work_foryour
MEN! You too can have today’s look of
thicker, stronger; longer hair—in just days!
A VITAL NOTE: Satisfaction guaranteed.
If not delighted return unused portion in
30 days for.full refund of purchase price.
Order today and enjoy your hairl

■IBk At last, you can have the silken„

. carefree hair you've always dreamed oil.
M COUPONiIODAYII *‘ *

For Long ’n Natural mail the
y coupon at

No matter what the color, condition or
length of hair, no matter how bleached,
brcken or damaged, this remarkable
discovery goes to work INSTANTLY.
This new 100% PROTEIN and VITAMIN
B conditioner penetrates, strengthens,
thickens, revitalizes and NOURISHES
EVERY SINGLE STRAND.

There are no harmful chemicals, no
grease, no alcohol and no hormones.
Simply apply a few drops daily. At last,
you can have the silken, carefree hair
you've always dreamed of. And, of
course, no split ends. For lustrous and
manageable hair, let this 100% Pro-
tein and Vitamin B (panthenol) go to
work for you
MEN! You too can have today's look of
thicker, stronger, longer hair—in just days!

A VITAL NOTE: Satisfaction guaranteed.
If not delighted return unused portion in
30 days for full refund of purchase price.
Order today and enjoy your hair!

At last, you can have the silken,
carefree hair you've always dreamed of!

MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY!

For Long 'n Natural mail the
coupon at the bottom of this
advertisement today!

; Personal Care Products
j , 31 Airedale St. Auckland

Personal Care Products
.‘Airedale St. Auckland

Thrill to a Fresher, Smoother-Looking Skin!
PEEL AWAY BLACKHEADS! m
PEEL AWAY COMPLEXION PROBLEMS! M

SAFELY... IN JUST MINUTES! ““S®
. Fully developed • Fully tested

Facial appearance turns “baby-smooth" and "baby-clear."
Draws out, lifts lup . and absorbs

***
'

blackheads, imbedded oils and clog-
ged 1pores. , Draws! like a "magnet,”
peeling away years of heartache
and embarrassment.
NO NEED. to squeeze, and. pick your j
face. NO ; NEED ito t open\ and J clean

Enjoy smoother-looking skin that's a
delight to behold,"and touch.1Results
guaranteed |in 15 1to 17'days for J pur-
chase price refunded. Helps to im-
prove and revive many,types of skin.

your pores / with hot towelsl NO
MORE all day facial cremes or

i hot towels4 . NO
munLu ® l ' day facial cremes or
“cover-up" cremes/NO MORE messy
or greasy night cremes.

Enjoy smoother-looking skin that's a
delight to behold, and touch. Results
guaranteed in 5 to 7 days or pur-
chase price refunded. Helps to im-
prove and revive many types of skin.

I For Bio Masque-MD mail
the coupon 1below today.
Personal Care Products
31 Airedale St: Auckland

mm

Personal Care Products Box 7118 Auckland.
Tick theproducts required. V. ■
are Products Box7llß
Tick the products required:

□ Long 'n Natural 4oz bottle/s fnl Bio Masoue-M.D. 4ozbottle/s,
(1 bottle 60 dayssupply) only only $26.00 each plus $2.00
$27.00 each plus $2.00 post "(post and^packing.ffl

□ Long ’n Natural4oz bottle/sJ
(r bottle 60 dayssupply) only:
$27.00 each plus $2.00 post
.and packing.

Enclosed please find my cheque $

Bankcard/Visa :—1
or charge my

Expiry Date
Name
Address

□ Bio Masaue-M.D. 4oz bottle/s
only $26.00 each plus $2.00
post and packing.

or charge my
Expiry Date

Post code
Signature

;:-v

FETUS PRODUCTIONS Tape & Book
THE PERFECT PRODUCT

Published in Japanavailable now at
Record Warehouse, Lome St. Sounds
Unlimited. Real Groovy Or send $lO
direct to F P , PO Box 489, Auckland.

*3s./►w,

t ads
Small Ads cost SI per line. Send copy, and
payment (prior to publication) to 'RIU' Small
Ads. PO Box 5689. Auckland 1.

RECORDING TAPE
For sale, recording tape, professional quality, open
reel 10V2 inch NAB. 7 inch SCOTCH. AGFA etc Half
price. Ph TonyColeAM 572-542 (day). 7190 (eve
& weekend).
VOCALIST WANTED
Ecstatic stance, all original 3 piece need 4th to sing
words We work hard. Ph Graeme 767-027orMurray
540-548
WANTED: MUSIC VIDEOS
For our already extensive collection (50hrs), which
includes rare British imports e g Cure, P.1.L., Bragg.
Cult, Glove etc etc Will swap copiesof ours for yours.

•Keen on anything, especially pop and local stuff.
. Write: Kid,' 188 Trafalgar St Nelson
GOING TO BRITAIN?
Girl, 20. flying London April 26. via Singapore (2
nights), seeks someone same age (M/F) to travel with
Into punk and post-punk music, gigs, going out and
enjoying myself Stay indefinite, little cash, but hope
to travel round U K and Europe. Replies ASAP to
Sharon, Box 33-235, Takapuna, please include
contact phone number
MAIL ORDER RECORDS
We buy and sell second 1hand and new rare, bootleg,
picture disc albums. Send for free catalogue. Round
Records, PO Box 464 Hamilton.
MODERN SINGERS
Professional singing courses available. Group or
private tuition.- Ph Robyn Hill 435-859 AM.
N.M.E. cassett^mHMMßPßMlCopies of the latest NME tape featuring: GO-
BETWEENS AZTEC CAMERA. BRONSKI BEAT.
TEST DEPARTMENT, eighteenothers. Please send

i $lO to B. Curtis, PO Box 1131, Napier,' Hawkes Bay.
VOCALIST WANTS WORK
Teenager would like to join Amateur AM band Ph
Mark 535-8534

|AUCTION HBMW—q
Records, books, photos etc on popstars. 50's 60 s
and 70 s. Send for list to L. Smith PO Box 2034 North
Parramatta N S W. 2151 Australia.
ROLLING STONES
Fan club (NZ Branch). Started 1973, made official by
Bill Wyman in Oct 1983. Write for details to Lisa PO
Box 26044 ChristchurchlHlilHHM
DRUMMER/KEYBOARDIST WANTED
Musicians with inspiration and energy, young artists
need you to grow with us and produce a fresh,
modern sound. Ph Dave 768-324 after 6 pm
WANTED
Four track recording machine. Ph Graeme 767-027
Akl.
RECORD AT HOME
Hire a professional 8 Track Otari. Free use of mixer
and digital drums etc. Ph 583-787 or 580-145 AM
IMPROVE YOUR SINGING & PERFORMANCE
Singers, musicians and actors, book available with
much information.' Send SB.OO to Robyn Hill, CPO
Box 847 Auckland.
SHURE PRODUCTS
Microphones, cartridges, stylii available from N Z
Agents Audio Advance. 100Parnell Rd, Auckland
Ph (09) 396632.

#.
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h| | |f* CLOTHES FORIHJJC MEN &Bpi
BIECXSLOf ST (BEHIND CIVIC MAIL' ORDERMAIL ORDER

STUD BELTS Jmm black leather CONE STUDS
AH PLAIN BUCKLE ® 24' - 30' © 30'^3638

%h jp *&*&**&
® ESSm
©

prwumo STUOS $22

n"TfU» 50

WHOLESALE BIOUORES PH: 795-153
UNARROW LEGIiRVieSTOVE HEAVYXOTTON

PIPES REAR JET POCKET Sg

WHOLESALE ENQUIRIES PH: 793-153

NARROW LEG * </[C
HEAVY COTTON
REAR JET POCKET *

SEND NAME, ADDRESS,’ MONEY ORDER OR
BANK CHEQUE TO:

rrBLUE BEAT, C RIU, BOX 5689, AUCKLAND.
BELTS: (CIRCLE) A B C D E F SIZE: X Y
STOVES: WAIST: 26 28 30 32 34 36
PLEASE ADD $1 P& P ON ALL ORDERS..

G.F. Zettwitz
& Son

SPECIALIST IN
CUSTOM BUILT GUITARS

SALES - SERVICE
ALL STRINGED

INSTRUMENTS REPAIRED
& RESTORED

PLUS AN EXTENSIVE
RANGE OF ELECTRIC
& ACOUSTIC GUITARS

& ACCESSORIES
5/5 Karangahape Rd AK 397 641
Newton A uckland

/ KCASH
FOR YOUR RECORDS
ANYTHING YOU VE GOT
RECORD EXCHANGE
PH 790-812 790-820 735-324w


