
Russell Brown

here’ and maybe by the end of it “what am / do-
ing here?’ ’’

Many people, for whatever reason, feel obliged
to draw a dividing line between rock music and
other forms of performance but you obviously
don’t.

“No, I think it's mainly a matter of exposure for
those other forms of performance. The more we
perform with me playing acoustic songs or the
Full Moon group performing farces, clowning and
things like that, the sharper people’s critical facul-
ties will become and the greater their vocabu-
lary of criticism and understanding of another
form of performing art. Which I think is essen-
tial because rock music has painted itself into a
corned

We’ve spoken a lot about what rock music
hasn't got going for it what has it got going
for it?

“It still has the power to change people's lives
and not necessarily work for the better but it

can joltthem to that extraordinary space of mind
where you are learning, where you are experienc-
ing new things, where you can be like a new per-
son. This is getting a bit ethereal but in that
frame of mind you can come closer to a feeling
of creativity in ourselves. And I think now creativi-
ty is very important, for people to either do it or
experience other people doing it.”

“Sometimes I Get So Lonely, I Just Put
My Head In A Book

The publishing side of Full Moon (and, before

that, Prototype) isn't exactly high profile. But
books by people who have been associated with
the collectives have been available for some
years. They are available at all the university book-
shops but Direen admits that, in the absence of
a true indie distribution network in the manner
of records, there is a problem with outlets. So
what about record shops?

"I don't think we should put them in record
shops but that people who go into record shops
should start going into bookshops as a hell of
a lot of them do anyway.”

Flying Nun boss Roger Shepherd told of an ex-
cursion to Lancaster Park for a rugby test with
Bill Direen. Direen loudly abusing the "neutral”
Gallic referee in colourful French.

A Reach As Long As Your Arms ...

Bill Direen has been described as a "one man
concept” and you do seem to have kept
everything you do well within your reach.

“I suppose that’s true it brings up the matter
of control and how much power is involved in it
all. The mediaeval farces are relevant because
they’re also related to this element of having
things within reach, not unreclaimable, not
getting out of your hands. They are very much
akin to the mediaeval craftsman’s products
because the price charged for a craftsman’s work
couldn't possibly relate to the amount of time he
put into it, the thought, the care and the actual
manufacturing of the product... which in many
cases didnt correspond with the idea or concept
but was nonetheless a valid representation of

quite a personal search for expression.”
In terms of the control thing in the eyes of

the public at least, every band you've been
involved with is Bill Direen’s band. How do you feel
about that?

“Well, I think that’s true for the first reason
that the material has been 99 per cent written
by me. The material is written by me, I have ideas
about how I want it put across, so that impression
is correct. But by the same token, in fairness to
the people who play it, part of the excitement of
the record is those people playing on it and
musicianship is just as important a thing as
songwriting.” -

Direen’s dominance must also relate to his
personality. I can recall watching the first Soluble
Fish practice and almost all the drive and
direction came from him. Ego certainly, but also
the actions of a prime mover. Is that the role of
an artist today, motivator?

"I suppose with people having more leisure
time it is necessary for there to be people who
are prime movers. What Carol, Julie and I are
doing at the core of the Full Moon thing
realisation of what people can do, letting them
get satisfaction out of it. Yeah, I suppose that is
a part of creative work that therebe people who
develop other people. It’s like developing a
photograph, the skills and everything are there
already.”

It seems ironic that someone with Direen’s
creative drive and desire to influence people for
the better should shy away from paths that would

place him before a greater audience. And a man
who wrote a pop song like ‘Bedrock Bay’ certainly
could reach many people. But then his logic
would be that he will be more effective as his own
boss, reaching those who are interested, and
that's true. Sometimes his logic will also be
skewed he’s undeniably eccentric, frustrating.
But eccentricity is only 'the obverse of
individuality.

"A lot of people who come in to work with us
at the theatre, when we talk about money they
say ‘oh, I’ll be able to get that on top of the dole’,
as if the dole was a cheat, because they’re made
to think that it is a cheat, that they are bludging
and so on and therefore on the wrong side. But
people have got to come around to the idea that
they’ve got to get offthe dole and they’ve got to
make up that money somehow, and to declare
it for God’s sake. Say ‘l've earned this much: Andas they gradually earn more and more they’ll feel
better and better and start doing better and
better things.

"Okay, that’s for the few who are able to work
in a group like ours. But there are other groups
people can get into like doing their sport for
spectacle I dont know how many unemployed
table tennis players there are, but that sort of
thing. I really want that to get across because Ithink it’s a terrible situation as far as creativity and
our country’s art goes that people are just stifling
themselves with the feeling that they are useless
and not allowed to express themselves in any
way for any return. And that’s not right'
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hi 11C CLOTHES FOR(Hilc MEN &

6iKt WOMEN
BLEDISLOE ST (BEHIND CIVIC)

CLOTHES FOR
MEN &

WOMEN
MAIL ORDER

STUD BELTS 3mm BLACK LEATHER • CONE STUDS,

PLAIN BUCKLE ® 24" - 30" ® 30' - 36"
® ®1" 1" *+ ©Vi"
V/i"

>30.50 $26 sl3$20.50 sl330.50
® fSEKHSS SKiSTU SJ6
® $36DOUBLE ROW

PYRAMID STUDS

BLACK WHOLESALE ENQUIRIES PH: 793-153

STOVE NARROW LEG * £/i£HEAVY COTTONPIPES REAR JET POCKET *

WHOLESALE ENQUIRIES PH: 793-153

[NARROW LEC *

HEAVY COTTON *

REAR JET POCKET
$46

SEND M/0, BANK CHEQUE TO BLUE BEAT
Cl- R.I.U. PO BOX 5689, AUCKLAND, 1.
BELTS: (CIRCLE) ABCDEFXY
STOVES: WAIST: 26 28 30 32 34 36
NAME:
ADDRESS:

PAP INCLUDED
IN ALLPRICES

Not even the arch farce of the
N.Z. “industry" i.e. THE AWARDS
(da de da da?) can afford to ignore
the CHILLS. Their New single :
DOLEDRUMS c/w the Hidden Bay
(Flying Nun 7" @ $3.50) is avail-
able now (or maybe tomorrow).
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.The ultimate fashion item this summer,
■ the Rip It Up designer T-Shirt fab, Name . .
(four colour design, only sls, post free.

Address
.To purchase, send sls to Rip It Up
■ T-Shirt, PO Box 5689, Auckland 1 and' .........$ enclosed...
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THE SOUND SHOP
PO BOX 1231 39 LOWE ST. GISBORNE. PH 76484, 82057

OBERHEIM 08-8 Keyboard
our price $4,500

OBERHEIM DX Drum Machine
our price $1,600

OBERHEIM DSX Sequencer
our price $1,500

Less than 6 months use.
Replacement Over $17,000.
All items in Custom Flightcases.
Will sell items separately.
Save approx SIO,OOO.

Consider Trades : Terms HP or Cash


