
Russell Brown

through a good band. I don't believe in the
vanity in rock the 'this is us and this is our
songs'. I think either you're a band and good
comes through you or it doesn't. It comes
through them and recently I've been thinking
it comes through us. You get a strength from
that. Music's a'force and inspiration's a force as
well. I can't stand the vanity in rock I don't
like lan McCullough or people like that. I think
his band's great but I think he's a joker because
he thinks it's him and I know it's not. That's just
vain to think that."

This interview could have rolled on for a
good deal longer but it was interrupted when
Kerr was called to go backstage to prepare for
the show. I was a fan before I started but 15
minutes with him engendered a new respect.

Simple Minds' unfocused spirituality shapes
their music. It's a bright, youthful philosophy
but it's not empty-headed. It's a simple matter
of being sure never to reject anything out of
hand, don't work on prejudice. The sheer joy
of reaching out and touching everything there
is to reach out and touch expressed in 'Up On
the Catwalk' evokes its new face.

As they said and it doesn't matter when
- EVERYTHING IS POSSIBLE.

George Kay

thing like 'The Devil you Know' is about what
would've happened if ... It's conscience too. I
envy people who don't have a conscience, who
can just race through life and do whatever they
like without feeling guilty about hurting people
on the way. Because we grew up in a very close
family and there was a religious thing there, no
matter how much I rebel I'm still locked into that
conscience thing. Most of the time I think
having a conscience is pretty good but you get
these'frustrations that I can get out through
songs like 'No Mischief' and 'Bullet Brain and
Cactus Head'.''

Both of those songs are about politics? -

"Yeah, they're both general because I don't
know enough about politics to be specific. I hate
musicians who write about issues they don’t
know enough about. I wanted to get an every-
man. frustration across about politics. So there
is a lot of frustration in my songs and one would
ask. why I don't do something about it instead
of whinging all the time."
Would the Real Neil, Please Stand up?

Introductions and personal assessments have
been left till last.

Neil Finn now twenty-five, joined Split Enz
as a result of, "pure nepotism" (his words, he
was joking) back in 1979. His songwriting
talents have saved Split Enz'ssales although he
couldn't salvage the wrecks of Waiatd and Time
and Tide. Conflicting Emotions, by his own ad-
mission, was confused despite containing some
of the best songs Split Enz has ever recorded.
Just over eighteen months ago Finn was married
and last year he became a father.’ Consequently
'Our Day'.
./"The song itself, like most things:,on 1

Conflicting Emotions, became something
different in the studio. Originally it was quite
up but we discovered that the verse had a really,
unusual atmosphere by leaving it empty."

Marriage must have restricted the freedom to
tour?

"No. I would resent it if it did. Sharon's very

understanding and she has no desire to come on
the road and I don't want to have a traditional
marriage in that respect. A lot of. bands break
up when people get married but I was deter-
mined that wouldn't happen." ‘ '

What would Neil Finn have done without
Split Enz? ’

"I would've been a musician. I've often
wondered that. Joining Split Enz means I've
learnt a lot of lessons that probably would've
taken me years to learn otherwise.

"I wonder, if it would be. good for me to do
something else, to start something with my own
stamp."
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YAMAHA CS 70M 56900 $3900
YAMAHA SK-30 53450 SIBSO
YAMAHA CS-30 51250 $650
YAMAHA CS-5 5550 $250
YAMAHA YC-20 51200 $290
KORG Trident Mkll ss9oo $3900
KORG POLY 6 52130 SI7OO
KORG POLY 61 51750 SI4OO
KORG SP-80 52060 $1640
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YAMAHA CS 70M 56900 $3900
YAMAHA SK-3Q 53450 SIBSO
YAMAHA CS-30 51250 $650
YAMAHA CS-5 5550 $250
YAMAHA YC-20 51200 $290
KORG Trident Mkll ss9oo $3900
KORG POLY 6 52130 SI7OO
KORG POLY 61 51750 SI4OO
KORG SP-80 52060 $1640
HELPINSTILL ‘Roadmaster’ Piano

S3BOO SBSO
OCTAVE CAT
CASIOTONE 1000 P
PROPHET ‘FIVE’
PROPHET‘ONE’
ROLAND Jupiter 4
ROLAND Jupiter 6
ROLAND Juno 60
ROLAND SH-101
MOOG ‘Mini-Moog’
ELKA ‘Rhapsody’ S

_

ROLAND CSQ-600 Digital Sequencer
SIO2O S4BO

FROM

- $l5O
SIOSO $640

- $3950
- $750

$2450 S9BO
$3995 $3200
$2150 $1550
$550 $450
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THE SOUND SHOP
PH 76484 39 LOWE ST GISBORNE

(TRADES & TERMS) '
'

BUSINESS FOR SALE
The Trade:

Record & Tape Exchange
40%

Wide variety of gifts 60%
Rent: S4O week

Turnover: $75,000
Cross Profit: 36%

Accountants figures
available

Well Established,
Regular Clientele,
No Competition

Price: All up $30,000
Details: 196 Chadwick Rd

Tauranga

!hm PHOTOBOOK I
Large format (29cm x 1cm), 134 pages, as many colour photos as r I
black and white. Acts include AC/DC, Led Zeppelin, Black Sabbath,
Def Leppard, Michael Schenker, Motorhead, UFO, Whitesnake, Iron I
Maiden, Deep Purple, Scorpion, Rush etc. Price $18.95 includes postage. -
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THIS BOOK IS AVAILABLE BY RETURN MAIL!

These are,some of the things about
Kingsley Smith Music Shops

that you won’t find anywhere else like . . .
The Stock: Just about everything you always wanted and a lot

of things you didn’t want but might need anyway.
The Staff: Most of us wouldn’t have got an interview

anywhere else..
The Location: Right in the heart of Auckland and Wellington for

your convenience (and the Buses frustration). '
Trade-ins: : Yes,, we’ll consider most of your old gear

except Sisters, Brothers, Wives, etc.
The Service: Well what can I say? I want to keep my job.

Kingsley Smith Music Shops
26 Customs St East, Auckland. 793-139

32 Manners St, Wellington. 730-692
The Musicians Music Shop
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'The Tour’ February
23- Radio B Party’; Ak
24 RotoruajHpiHgpH
25 Massey Uni; P. North
27Hawera
28 Wanganui
29 Napier
March ■

1 Napier
2 Victoria Uni, Wgton
3 Canterbury Uni, ChCh
5 Nelson

6 Blenheim
7~ Christchurch
8 Lincoln College, ChCh -
9,10; Dunedin .. -.7
12-17 ChCh .
19,20 Wellington .
21,22 Hawera
23 Astoria Ballroom, P. N th
24 Palm. North
27 Rotorua
28 Tauranga
29 Auckland

24
27,
28
29

INVITATION’
The New 12" Single Out Now
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HMUM
STICKS
Solid hickory Fibes
drumsticks are designed to
withstand the stresses .

delivered by even the most
demanding drummer.
Available with wood or
nylon tips. For further
information, please write or
call: '

.

Lyn McAllister Music Ltd
P.O. Box 39143
Auckland West
Phone (09) 34-936

fibes

FIBES
DRUM
STICKS
Solid hickory Fibes
drumsticks are designed to
withstand the stresses
delivered by even the most
demanding drummer.
Available with wood or
nylon tips. For further
information, please write or
call:
Lyn McAllister Music Ltd
P.O. Box 39143
Auckland West
Phone (09) 34-936
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THE OBERHEIM

PERFORMANCE
SYSTEM

The 08-8 Polyphonic Synthesizer .
8 Voice Synthesizer, (2 independent 4 voice

f Synthesizers with Polyphonic Clide)
i's Octave Keyboard with programmable split point
\ 120 Patch Programs, 12 Split Programs
|l2 Double Programs, Stereo/Mono Outputs

Programmable Arpeggiator, Chord Hold
i The dsx Digital Polyphonic Sequencer
i 6000 Note Capacity, 16 voice Polyphony .
110 Sequences, each with 10 tracks
110 Merges, Loop and Transpose
• Auto-correct, Programmable Tempo

The dmx Programmable Digital Drum Machine
Real Sounds Recorded Digitally, 8 Channels--2000 Event Capacity, 24 Drum Sounds
100 Sequences, 50 Songs

j Auto-correct, Programmable Tempo
interchangeable Sounds, individually Tunable;

- o
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For further information write or phone the
NZ Distributor & service agent:

; Live sound Ltd, box 68216, Newton, Auckland
New phone number: 789125 : jv-i

Available in wgtn from shand miller musical supply


