
Singles

GEORGE KAY

White man’s disco and the Mael boys,
Sparks, make something of a comeback bid
with "The Number One Song In Heaven”. Pro-
duced by Giorgio Moroder, Donna Summer’s
mentor, the song bulges with fast calculated
synthesiser. Blatantly opportunistic, and the
same could be said for Paul McCartney’s
"Goodnight Tonight" but it boasts a great bass
line easily outdoing the funk-by-numbers for-
mula of Foxy’s “Hot Number”, Dan Hartman’s
"This Is It" and Parliament’s "Aqua Boogie”.

The Average White Band are still going but
they sound tired on "Atlantic Avenue” unlike
Amli Stewart’s hyper-active gutsy version of
"Knock On Wood", buy it. Three out of three
ain’t bad as Village People chalk up their third
dumb irresistible hit, "In the Navy”...

It’s marking time this month. Elton Motello
looks dangerous on his album Victim of Time
but sounds pretty safe on his up-dating of the
instrumental "Pipeline”. Auckland’s new
hopes Russia make a very promising start with
the tentative but tastefully arranged/written
"Lissa", and Ensign's new signing, Robert
Johnson, has guitars flying all ,over the place at

breakneck speed on ITH Be Waiting". He’could *

be worth watching.
New on the scene Jules and the Polar Bears

supply tuneful heavy metal on "You Just Don’t
Wanna Know”, similar in content to Toto’s
heavily airplayed “I’ll Supply the Love”. Stiff
are still plugging away even though they lost
Lowe and Costello. Out front they have two red
hot females, aloof Lene Lovich who makes the
mistake of putting her best song "Home" on
the flip but A-side “Lucky Number” is catchy
enough, and schoolgirl prodigy Rachel Sweet
who proves on "B-A-B-Y" that she has the best
country rock voice to emerge from anywhere in
sometime.

The great rock and roll swindle has been go-
ing on for years and now the Sex Pistols are
onto it with a cartoon pic-sleeved 45
“Something Else", "Friggin’in the Riggin’ ’’

taken from their double album The Great
Rock'n ’Roll Swindle. Eddie Cochran’s standard
"Somethin’ Else” features a surprisingly
reasonable vocal from the late Sid Vicious and
a slightly laidback performance from the band.
They almost sound American. “Friggin’ ” is a
drunken baawdy novelty. You’ll only play it
once. I hope the double album is a helluva lot
better than this.

Letters

Marchi Girls
’ We're playing now! The first time was a sup-

port to Jo Jo Zep and the Falcons. There were
600 in the audience. After a 4 month holiday,',
we were a little nervous at first but got a good
reception.
..Audiences have been really good, quite a lot

different from NZ. They actually, think of us as
musicians, probably 'cos they don’t read Sun-
day flews. ■ ■ ..

. ,
' We are doing a theme song for a movie with

a guy called Derek Hambly on vocals and harp,
and may be in the movie. It's called Can't
JudgeA Book By Its Cover.

We’ve got a couple of gigs, one this
weekend, with NZ’ers The Tourists. Thanks for
the Rip It Up, its much better than the local
ones.
Johnny Volume Carlton, Melbourne.

Hi, how are you? I am fine, well not exactly
fine, in fact I am closer to completely pissed
off.

After getting all psyched up and having a
bath! (Yes I actually got my balls wet). I set off
on my intrepid journey to the Christchurch
Town Hall for some Homemade Jam. But to my
horror a few people had the same idea and
after standing in the line for five minutes a wee
lady came out saying it was sold out.

Well, after kicking the Pakistani in front of
me in the crutch, I stormed off completely irate
(pissed off, for those less educated).

To all CB fans who missed out, what a waste
of a bath, eh?
Little Dix Christchurch VOUCHERWINNER

How about giving the real musicians a
chance. All Rip It Up readers seem to hear
about are those thread bare ego-tripping new
wave bashers who are giving the whole music
scene a bad name.

Granted there are some flattering articles on
top NZ acts Split Enz, Street Talk, Hello

iSailor and Sharon O’Neill, who (to quote Ham-
'mond Gamble) have all "paid their dues". I and
'many others think Rip It Up is very one-eyed.
What do most of the punks that have been
given a rave-up in this mag know about music?

Most of your new wave reading is for under
14 year olds and I think the music (or should I
say clamour/clatter/din/racket) is for the same
age group.

You only have to go as far as your local clubs
or pubs to hear tighter acts than you see and
hear on the big stages. If you can handle it,
let’s have some intelligent reading about some
of the Steely Dan / Doobie Bros / Al Jarreau /

Stanley Clarke musicians who are in many of
your clubs and hotels.
Club/Hotel Musician Auckland

Dudes PA Blues
An hour before showtime, Th’Dudes made a

public announcement of their decision not to
appear at their heavily booked State Opera
House concert, in Wellington.

Th’Dudes are particularly aware of their
responsibility to their paying public regarding
the quality of their sound, and after an after-
noon of sound tests, negotiations and fruitless
efforts on the part of the promoter to procure
the type of professional sound system that
should have been provided, the group made
their decision.

Promoters be warned. New Zealand rock
groups, as they become more professionally
aware will no doubt become capable of similar
strong and resolute action.
Charley Gray Manager of Th’Dudes
Ed. Only days before Th’Dudes show, Shotgun
were forced to leave the Radio Hauraki concert
stage without finishing their set, due to con-
tinual PA problems. There will be more com-
ment on the PA scene in June Rip It Up:

pink V. D usco.
The other night I had the misfortune of being

dragged to a disco by my olds, who I am sorry
to say are disco freaks, and when I got home I
was so tensed up I put on Patti Smith in order to
relax, got out my copy of Rip It Up and col-
lapsed only to find the first article was on
Rod Stewart. However the rest of the mag
brought me back to sanity and I was able to
rest in peace..

In reply to Mrs McLean, Otahuhu where I
come from disco freaks drive by and hit over
the head (usually with a beer bottle) anyone
who' is obviously punk. Luvly eh! ,

While I’m at it I may as well have another
groan. Why must the majority of the radio sta-
tions play disco almost continuously. I haven’t
listened to the radio for months, I gave up. I
don’t appreciate having my ears abused and
my brain f**ked by mindless repetitive noise.
Prissy Punk Rotorua
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SI.OO OFF
any item (excluding im-
ports, sale product or mail
orders) at Taste Records,
High Street or Parnell.

Southern Cross Building High St,
Auckland, Ph 370-317.
279 Parnell Road. Ph 779-285
(Parnell Store is open Saturdays
9.30-4pm)

New Releases in May.
Chris Spedding “Guitar
Grafitti”.
Lou Reed “The Bells”
Patti Smith “Wave”
Iggy Pop “New Values” ..

Bob Dylan “Live at
Budokan”

TASTE 279 Parnell Road
OPEN SATURDAYS

9.30am to 4pm.

SEND LETTERS TO RIP IT UP,' PO BOX 5689, AUCKLAND I.' BEST WINS TASTE RECORDS VOUCHER!

GRAHAM PARKER THE RUMOUR
SQUEEZING OUT THE SPARKS

THE RUMOUR
FROGS SPROUTS CLOGS AND KRAUTS

WITH “PROTECTION”
“PASSION IS NO
ORDINARY WORD” “LOVE
GETS YOU TWISTED”
“SATURDAY NIGHT
IS DEAD”, ETC
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ALBUMS llimmes mmm

GRAHAM PARKER & THE RUMOUR ARE ROCK'N’ROLL AT IT'S BEST! YOU SAW THEM IN SEPTEMBER. HEAR THEM NOW!


