
Kate Bush
Lionheart
EMI

Kate Bush is the latest in a long line of un-
usual vocal stylists (no-one has commented
how similar her style is to that of Linda Lewis)
and the new album shows explorations of new
territory only hinted at in the first album, The
Kick Inside.

Her range as a songwriter is impressive—the
single "Hammer Horror" is a reggae as only
Kate Bush could conceive it, and "Coffee
Homeground” is a strongly Weill-influenced
song, inspired by meeting a taxi-driver who told
the lady of the many and various plots on his
life. These stand against other songs such as
"Fullhouse” or "Symphony in Blue" which are
lusher in style, or "Kashka from Baghdad”
which uses a range of exotica from strumento
da porco, mandocello, panpipes and joanna
strumentum in its backing.

The title song, "Oh England my Lionheart” is
Kate’s contribution to boost Britain’s ego, and is
a dramatic pastorale after "Don’t Push Your
Foot on the Heartbrake” which is quite a rocker
on its own terms.

Probably one of the best albums of the year.
Give it a listen.
William Dart

Chicago
Hot Streets
CBS

Would it be altogether too morbid to suggest
that the untimely demise of guitarist Terry Kath

has injected new vigour into Chicago? Since
their first album nearly ten years ago the group
has slipped steadily into a middle-of-the-road
bland-out. What once seemed innovatory be-
came convention and finally cliche.

No doubt Kath’s death led to some re-
assessment on the part of the band’s other
members. They appear to have determined to
stick with the highly rewarding Chicago formula

yearning ballads, often with unspeakable
lyrics, set in backgrounds so tight as to verge on
the mechanical, punctuated by their signature
horn arrangements but here, too, is a vitality
Chicago seems to have lacked for a long time.

To play with a new member
guitarist/vocalist Donnie Dacus may also
have provided new challenge. After all, the per-
sonnel remained unvarying (percussionist
Laudir de Oliveira joined in 1974) from the be-
ginning.

Dacus is a deft guitarist and seems quite cap-
able of filling Kath’s chair. His singing is unex-
ceptional, but he manages to invest "Ain’t It
Time” with a fire that has scarcely touched
Chicago since they re-worked Stevie
Winwood’s “I’m A Man" on their debut album.

"Alive Again”, the first single from the album,
is prophetically titled. It’s the same old Chicago
but here they’re driving, not taking a back seat.
Ken Williams

Lou Reed ‘Velvet Underground’
Patti Smith Group ‘Set Free’
Arista (12” and 45rpm singles)

These two special releases courtesy of EMI
are designed to be turned up louder than man or

.
dog was designed to tolerate, so you can take
full advantage of the extra textra of the sound
due the groove having more room to, like, move.
And that’s great! One of them features Lou’s
“Street Hassle” from his last album running all
down one side, and when Bruce comes in for his
bit it’s like having the future of rock sitting on the
end of your bed. The Velvets’ stuff is well if it
were up to me to pick two tracks one of them
would have been "Waiting For My Man” and it’s
here in all its ultimate garage band glory.
“Venus In Furs” is the other and who’s going to
complain?

The Patti Smith record has “Privilege” and
“Ask The Angels” from her second and third
albums, a live recording of “25th Floor” which
starts-out warm and builds into a firestorm, and
a poem called Babelfield which sounds okay to
me (how the hell would I know).

If these sound like your cup of meat you can
buy ’em both in the record shops of our nation
today.
Terence Hogan

Kate Bush
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NOW AVAILABLE IN NEW ZEALAND

ELECTRO-VOICE
MICROPHONES

PROFESSIONAL MICs
FOR

PROFESSIONALS

If you want the best sound • -

on stage, Electro-Voice gives
you that op-
for all instruments
and vocals.

1776 Condenser Cardioid.
1777 Condenser Cardioid, dual power.
671 Dynamic Cardioid, dual Impedence.
670 Dynamic Cardioid, dual Impedence.

r ■ .. iUsed exclusively by N.Z.’s top rock group-Citizen Band.

“Extraordinarily good in a live situation . . . very rugged, with an excel-
lent guarantee.” Mike Chunn, Citizen Band.
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For further information contact your local musical instrument dealer or E-V’s
New Zealand Agent:

Magnetic Products Ltd.
PO Box 47-124 Ph 760-607 Auckland
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3Don’t Panic,
We’ve got the answer!

We have:
**4OOO square feet full of records and cassettes.
the largest store in Australasia.

■every album and cassette is discounted,
from Bach to Boomtown Rats.
*The original late night trader, open 9am to 9pm,
Monday to Friday, all year round. Beware of imitations!
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WE SAVE YOU TIME AND MONEY

BUY $7.99 XMAS LP GIFT
VOUCHER FOR $6.75

(SAVE 152)
This voucher entitles the bearer to purchase a

XMAS RECORD VOUCHER* for one LP (normal RRP
$7.99) for $6.75. Save money, time and embarrassment j
by giving a voucher.
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! SPECIAL OFFER!

BLONDIE’S
PARRALLEL

LINES LP
PLUS

A BLONDIE
T-SHIRT

*Voucher is valid from 25.12.78...$9.98

SPECIALblondieOFFER
BLONDIE’S

PARRALLEL m
LINES LP

PLUS
A BLONDIE

T-SHIRT
...$9.98 to purchase this album at $6.75.

SPECIAL OFFER!

& record
.05.1*1

This voucher entitles the bearer
to purchase this album at $6.75.
RRP $7.99 (valid until .12.78)

IThe Record Warehouse Durham St. Ph 793-819
L L


