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SNIPPETS

FROM RECENT TALXKS,

The Eyes of The World on ‘N.Z.

When the West Coast Goldfields Drew Thousands of Men From Every
Corner of the Earth—Picking Up Gold in the Streets of Hokitika—

MR, E. IVEAGH LORD (3YA),

Y story to-night, “Bankers and

.Bushrangers,” features outstand-
fng incldents ‘which occurred on the
Nelson and West Coast goldfelds in
1865 and 1866, when 60,000 diggers,
drawn from ihe fonr quarters of the
earth, turned that howling wilderness
info a busy haunt of men, and ineci-
dentally won 400 tons of gold—rvalued
at 3% million pounds—i{rom the creeks,
rivers and beaches of that famous El
Dorado. It is interesting to note that
the gold won in those two years wounld
to-day be worth not 3% but over 7 mil-
lion pounds.

ALTHOUGH many tons of gold were

won in Westland in the mid-six-
ties, still it was not a common. thing
to find the metal royal in large qunan-
tities in the sfreets of its towns, yet

this actually occurred in the streets,

of Hokitika, and the “West Coast
Times,” reporting this particular in-
cident, states: “Xeavy gold has been
discovered in the street opposite the
Prince of Waleg Hotel, on the outskirts
of the town, and %omen and children
are picking it up in kandfuls. It would
seem that no richer patch has ever
been struck in Westland. The lead is
ahont 50 feet in length and no width
to speak of—an old
lady residing eclose by

“Faust” in Old Prague.

four pillars of 1he same material—
This simple monmment, erected by the.
Canterbury Provincial Government,
marks the spot where the murder of
(teorge Dobson wuas committed by the
Kelly gang. George Dobson’s remains
do not lie Dbeneath that monument—
they were removed to the Greymouth
cemetery, and there interrved with all
due respect, the Bishop of Christ-
church conducting the burial service.

MISS PHYLLIS HOLLON (3YA).

RAGUE, the old capital of Bohemin
and present ¢apitnl of the post-war
republic of Czecho-Slovakia, is an ¢x-
tremely beautiful city. I visited it dur-
ing the late autumn of 1931, Ou
approaching the brouad river, the Ul-
tava, on which it is built, I was struck
by its resemblance to the part of Lon-
flox that borders the Thames. There
were the same array of bridges, the
same misf clinging to the lhorizon, the
same type of sky-line broken by spires
and domes, and I had my first pang of
homesickness for England after many
months of wandering in foreign places,
LD Prague is the part that clusters
about the river, und siretches up

on to the low hills on one side crowned
by the lovely cathedra)l of St. Vitus
and the castle which dominates the

whole ¢ity from Its green, wooden emi-
nenee ahove the river,
THE castle ig chiefly remarkable for
the reception rooms, the German
and Spanish Halls, The latfer is so
ralled because of its dimensions. It is
12 by 24 by 48 metres. It is decorafed
in white and gold and the huge ¢han-
delierg are of gilded wood. A metut
would be too heavy for the flat nnsup-
ported ceiling. I believe this hall is
considered the largest in the workld
unsupported by any sort of pillars in
the middle. Once the reception hall
for German and Austrian Kingas and
Emperors it was last used for the cele-
brations of President Mazaryk's S0th
birthday (about five years ago}.

NE evening I attended a perform-
ance of Gounod’s *“Faust” or
“Faust a Markita” as it is ealled in
Cuech—at the Opera Fouse—a fitting
¢lose to my first day in Old Pragne.
The Opera ITouse is very fine indeed,
very large and very comfortable. The
performance began at 7 p.m, and
finished soorn after 10. Tt was given
in (zech and fhe programme was in
C'zech, =0 that I conld not read it, How-
ever, it is such a well-known opera
that that did not matter at al}, and I
just sat back and enjoyed myself.

has squatted in the cen~
tre of the lead and
loudly proclaims to all
concerned that she has
pegged out against all
comers. The find real-
ised 108 ozs. in a few
minutes—many  wash-
ing an ounce to the
aish.”

I’D is stated that the

Kelly gang com-
mitted no less than 30
murders on the New
Zealand goldfields, They
worked on the principle
that “dead men tel no
tales”—and kilted
everyone they “stuck
np.”? Sullivan confessed
that they carried with
them a bottle containing
gtryvchnine, having re-
wolved that if any party

they encountered was
too strong for them,
they wonld make

friends and while dvink-
ing with them adminig»
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_ ' CHARLIE RUGGLES had ed I a4
ﬁg? / / is one of the most | never do: I fook an

organised tour—round
the whole of O1d Pragne.
All the other passengers
in this big open touring
car were Germans who
had their own inter-
preter. 1 was given an
interpreter to myself,
a young mining engi-
neer, who had learned
.| te speak English on the
diamond flelds of Kim-
berley in Sonth Africa.

A TLondon paper, com-
menting recently on the
engagement of Billy
| Milton to appear In
musical comedy under
the J. €. Williamson
Ttd. management in
Anstralia, said: “The
departure of Billy Mil-
ton, the clever young
dancer and light come-
dian, will be regretfed

rob them. was angma ly LS by playgoers. Ife has
O-DAY  visit £ ! a choir boy =t achieved widespread
B visitors fo Tarit; 1 i alto-

I popularity, and is
Greymouth by rail n /{ﬁg };;molgs HAROLD LLOYM pether a  delightful
will see on the south 8¢ young artist.” Billy

hank of the river, some
five miles from that

Church” NewYork..
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Played. his first role on the
stoge at the age of eleven.

Milton has dark eyes
and bair, and one of his

town, a 1massive oon.
crete slab, mounted on

Paramount Film Service.

most charming assets is
his smile,



