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'WELLINGTON NOTES.

A Coneertma«-hke Two-seater

A “Hohday in the Country—

Live Worthily” —

VL have all heard of the wearisowme
round that besets the farmer in his
- quest for a crust, but by Mrs. Iola
Maries' authority we learn that on oc-
casion a lit{le fun enters into rural life.
The speaker cheerfully accepted au
invitation to malke holiday on a Canter-
bury back-country sheep station, and
the merry account of the journey wuas
a diverting relaxation for the hearer.
if the actual experience was a little
trying, The host and lostess mei the
train with a two-seater that had of
necessity to assume concertina charac-
teristics. A pantechnicon load of sheep
dip, canned tomatoes, and furnishings
went into the dickey, and when these
had shaken down on the 78-mile trip
a weaner—fortunately not a rising
heifer, but a piglet—found accommno-
dation with the travellers. Mrs, Maries
gave an amusing account of a day's
work on a farm, and didn't fail to in-
troduce the dramatic note in the person
of a remittance man, who may have
been a vielin virinoso had it not been
for the demon drink, 'The most en-
tertaining episode though was the drive
with a wild Irishman, who knew
nothing of a4 car, and had never driven
one before, A pair of twos with a
headache on top Imd nnthmg on it.

O be asl\ed to ‘:elect a peraonage and
mepale a talk for broadcast as
contribution to the symposium, “My
Travourite Charaecter in History,” was
diseovered hy Canon Percival James to

be both an honour and an embarrass--

ment.
Moses

With snch outstanding men as
and St. Paul to draw from, re

of the Musical World?

marked Canon James, some might won-
der why a churchman should go owt-
side Holy Writ. It happened, however.
(hat just about that time was the an-
niversary of the birth of one of Bnz-
land's darlings, the warrior, deliverer.
and teacher, Alfred the Great. Despite
housewives prejudiced by the legend of
preoccupation and burned cakes and
apocryphal credit for the foundation of
Oxford, and establishment of trial by
jury, the story of Alfred’s life repre-
sents all thag is best in England’s his-
rory. He was & real benefactor to the
(‘hurch and his people—a profoytpe of
such selfless mex as St. Oswald and St
Fouis of France.
L = n
AD it not been for Alfred’s charac-
ter and valour what might have

' happened to the Church and the Eng-

lish people can only be imagined. Re-
gular invasions by pagan Danes who
plundered the churches and laid waste
the land were recurrent episodes of
the times. Alfred’s courage and defeat
of the hordes saved Western Europe
and ultimately won the Danes for
Christianity. He created the first
British fleet and won Britain's firs(
naval victory in a fight against rapine
and oppression. As a ruler he was
i benevolent autoerat, the father of his
people, with 2 great love of books and
zeal for learning. He restored the
Church as the educational authority.
and has the right to be called the
tather of Bnglish literature. His code
of laws wag founded on the Golden
Rule and the Decalogue and his fitting
epitaph les in what he wrote himself
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WAGNER’S FATHER
A JEW?

Famous German Com-
‘posei’s Descent Challenged

[fn last weck's “Radio XRecord” we
published a story by Margaret Macpher
son on the life of wagner, the famous Ger-
man composer. Beiow we publish an ar-
tiele written for the Londen “Daily Mail"
by II. 8. (Gorden, which deals with tle
parentage of the composer and its pos-
sible relationghip fo the anti-Semitie views
of medern Germany.]

Bronislaw TFuberman, the Polish
violinist, has written to Dz TFurt-
wangler, conductor of the Berlin Phil-
harmoniec Orchestra, contending thart
ITitler and his supporters are “deliber-
ately ignoring the probable hypothesis
‘of Richard Wagner’s half-Jewish des-
cent.”

This is his reply to a letter m which -

Iurtwingler asks Huberman to recon-
sider 1115. decision not to appear again
in CGermany.

It raiges a disturbing point, for Ger-
" many has adopted Wagner as one of
the fathers of its musie. Hiiler him-

self not only attended throughout the
recent Wagner Festival at Bayreuth.
but his friendship with Siegfried Wag-
ner’s widow is so close that their be-
trothal has been reported more than
once.

Aunthorities agree that Wagner's
paternity is uncertain. Ludwig Geyer,
1 Jewish actor, was a member of the
Wagner household before the birth of

Riehard. Six months after the birth .

of the child, the supposed father of the
chil@, Chief of Police in Leipzig, died.
This was in November, 1813, and the
widow married Lmdwig Geyer in the
following August. The marriage, ac-
cording to Krnest Newman, “was un-

doubtedly hastened in order to legiti- -

mise” another coming child.

The suspicion that Geyer was in fact .

Wagner’s father, and that Richard was.
therefore, half-Jewish, gains support
from the Iikenesy between the two.
Unfortunately, no portrait of the rar
puted father exists to counteract the
1nﬂuence of -this resemblance. Again,
it is more probable that Richard Wag-
ner’s genius was derived from an actor-
father than from a notary-father,

Iiven the keenest of German scohlars
admit that the 100 per cent. German
origin of the new Germany's musical
idol cannot be established,

“So Long as I Have leed I Have Striven to
Wellington to Gain a Place on the Map

—""Sp long as I have lived, I bave

sfriven to lxve wortmly
*
HIZ final con(ert of the 1933 season

of the Wellington Sympheny Or-
chestra was among the most brilliant
that has been given duving the five
vears of fhe ovchestra’s existence.
Thursday’s choiee selection of vum-
hers made a wvery ftting final pro-
gramme that will remain in memory
for a'long time to come. Mr. Ander-
sen Tyrer’s masterly technique will be
recalled for months to come as a stan-
dard for eomparison. Mrs. Wilfred An-
drewsg, who was in splendid voice, was
never heard to better advantage than
in the two ariag from “Samson and
Delilak,” while the orchestra’s own
numbers were presented with a famili-
avity that was -snperby professional.
NO commendatlon is too fulsome for

the work of Mr. de Mauny and the
orchestra. 'When the sound-film made
its advent loeal orchesiral work was
threatened with effacement, but the
opportunity was seized to establish
something really worth-while with the
vesult that many of the great masters’
works have been better presented than
ever hefore, In all, twelve symphonies
have been confributed in addition to
1 large number of concertos (violin and
piano), together with a generous be-
stowal of overtures and other works
not frequently heard in entirety. The
increaging number of distingnished
visiting artists who have co-operated
with the orchestra is making it known
ibroad, and Wellington promises to be-
come placed upon the map of the mus-
ical world. . .
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THL non- Lc(hnlcal talk confributea

by Mr, A. Gibbs, advisory engineer
to the Broadcasting Begrd,  entitled
“What Happens Betweo. the Studio
and the Loudspeaker,” was, we hope,
the first of 2 series of such talks, It is
somewhat difficult for the techniecally-
trained man to get down to common or
garden terms, but M. Gibbs succeeded,
and few would have had any ifrouble in
understanding how sound and electric-
ity arve infer-related. Mr. Gibbs oh-
served that it was time a number of
listeners had their receivers attended
to, for the wonderfully efficient appar-
atus that the board is incorporating in
the stations’ equipment demands, for
fidelity of reception, receivers that can
handle the richness of the initial pro-
duction, These remarks were opper-
tune. I listened to 2YA recently at the
house of an acquaintance who hag sn
expensive set only a few months old,
and I didn't recognise Mr. Dmmmond"
voice. His words had to be interpreted
for me, while the music (?) sounded as
if it originated in'a paper bag.

AR WFST is the author of plays in
which she appeared, as well as

' “She Done Him Wrong” and “I'm No

An.gel " her l’aramount pictures.
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