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"Records To ‘Buy

“THIS WEEK’S SELECTION

“Poticd Quertures,” Organ Solo, by
Terence Casey. (Col. D0OY52).

“The Bell Ringer” (Wallace) and
“Out on the Deep” (Lohr), sunrg by
Malcolm McEachern, bass. (Col. DOX
375).

“Silver Threads Amonyg the (Gold”
(Danks) and “When You and I Were
Young Maggie® (Bulterfield), pleyed
by the Victorian Quartet (refrains by
vocal quariet) (Legal-Zomo. G21770).

OTHER dances we tolerate; the
waltz is a necessity of life . .
Nature trie@ her ’prentice hand on
many charming. things-—women, wine,
tobacco, birds and flowers—and then
she made the waltz—Brnest Newman.

An OId{tinié' Song

SONG that en-

“joyed am im-
mense vogue about
eighty years ago is
“The Tine Old Evg-
~1ish - Geutleman®"
With its appearance
on the gramephone
records a kind:of re-
“vival has sef im, and
many vocal medleys
“include the song in
some part or other.
It ig really founded
‘upon an early 1Ttk -
“eentury ditty called .
“The Queen’s: 014
Courtier—a  chant-
ing - air, Sammuel
Pepys refers to it in
‘his Diary, in which
‘le says the song “did
-please me mightily,
and I did cause Mr.
Hewer to write it

out.” In ' various
.gnises and under
various titles - the

song came through nearly three cen-
“turieg to its plesent form, for which
0, H. Pmdy is responsible. Harry
Dearth made a splendid recording of

~the old .ballad, which will be heard

from 3YA on Monday, October 23, at
'9.30 p.m.

‘Dale Smithmlnterpreter.

THAT stout Yaneastrian and satisfy-

ing ginger, Dale Smith, is.to be
heard in a representative selection of
items at:last in New Zealand. TFrom
‘2YA on pext Wednesday's programme
listeners will have a treat, because no
less than gix nombers will be pre-

- Bented by Dale Smith per medium ofb ‘

"Bia recordings, This i one of. tho:

By Bolton Woods)

commenglable little inmovations that
mnakes listening s0 worth while in these
days.
ter of song who, from the days when
he was “Master Joe Smith,” aged 12,
solo chorister in Manchester Ca.thedral,
has won the affections of concert-goers
throughout his native country. He is
now 89, but as long as ten yeaws

-ago he gave a series of song recitals

at 2Z2Y, the ”&Iancheuter station of the
B8.B.C.

“Dangerously’ Actractive.”

H sang over 150 of the best British
and foreign songs, and the series
formed a truly noteworthy landmark
in the artistic development of that sta-
tion. Hver since he has remained ane
of the most popular and frequent of

EXILED: Marek Webes, the brilliant violinist and orchestral leades, who bas had
to leave Germany for fear of the Nazi persecution of the Jews.

broadcasters, Dale Smith’s accom-
panist once gave his charlady a ticket
for onme of the -singer’s recitals. Xer
comment next morning on the concert
was: “Your friend is dangerously at-
tractive to women!” This unsophisti-
cated remark was actually a remark-
able tribute to his personality. His
art ranges the whole gamut of song
from such oddities as “On Ilkla Moor™

-to ‘Bach’s immortal Passion Musie,

which he sang in. no less than 30 dif-
ferent German towns gix years ago.

““Tom the Rhymer.” .

T is good to hear an artist such #s
JRichard Tauber in worthy musie.
¢ sings, for

He is above all a great Interpre-.

: eXample, a bracket. of.v

Car] Loéwe’s songg, “Tom the Rhymer”
and “The Clock,” in a perfectly de-
Hghtful manner. That prodigy who
wag 2 contemporary of Schubert, and
survived him by over forty years, left
a great legacy In hig songs, among
which are “BEdward,” “Prince Bugeneg”
and “Archibald Douglas.”? German
song-writers always were atfracted by
Scottish subjects, and among lLoewe's
miscellaneous works is a set of “Scot-
tish Pletures” for clarinet and piano.
“Tom the Rhymer” is an historical per-
sonage who lved in the 13th century.

““Alias Thomas Learmont.”

THOMAS O BERCELDOUNE, othet-

wise Thomas Learmeont, wag a
Scottish poel, and by tradition a poct.
It seems that among his works was 2
translation (probably from the Freneh)
of an ancient bit of Tristan folk-lore
concerning a knight
and the queen of the
fairies:. and@ when
with the passing of
time Thomag became
himself a legendary
figure — under the
title of Thomas the
Rhymer—the . story
affixed itself to him,
became a subject in
the national poetry
of Scotland, and
eventually inspired
Carl Loewe’s lovely
‘song, ‘“Thomas fhe
Rhymer lies resting
near a brook.” In
-the opening piano
prelude is the vip-
pling of the wafer.
The music changes.
We hear bells, and
into the secene comes
a fair lady, riding a
milk-white horse.
The horse’s mane is
-plaited, with a Tittle
bell tied to the end
of each plait.

Poet and Fairy Queen.

HOMAS, enthralled, doffs hig cup,
Lkneels, and says: “Thou art the
Queen. of Heaven! Not of thig earth
art thou!” But the lady tells him she
is the Blfin queen, She then bids him
take up his harp apnd play and sing
to her; but, if it so be that he iz moved
to kiss her, he must for seven years
endure her company, without break ot
freedom, That fate doesn’t frightsn
Thomas—he kisses her .and ghe kisses
him, “Now,” she says, “thou art mine
for seven years.” The musie changes
to allegreto, and away the Elfin queen
rides through the green wood with
Thomas at her side. And the bright

bells are heard again as they travel,,



