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From Public Bar To Astronomer
Johann Kepler’s Lowly Beginnings -Excellent Choral Singing— The
Invention of Steam for ShipsWas Originally Turned

Down by the British Admiralty.
R. L. F. DE BERRY, M.A., has
a pleasant and pleasing radio
voice, and one. would think that he
had taken great pains to make it so.
Clear and well modulated, keeping up
a nice even tempo, his words are enun
ciated and pronounced distinctly, His
manner added greatly to the enjoy
ment of an interesting lecture on "Per
sonalities and Turning Points in His
tory." Let us hope other lecturers
listened-in and gained a few necessary
points on the art of radio speaking.Mr. de Berry chose three great namesin the scientific world-Kepler, Gallileo and Newton. He drew attention
to the fact that when the magnetic
compass was invented those mariners
who used it were accused of practisingblack magic. Sailors even refused to
accompany the captains on the ships.Johann Kepler, who had a bad begin
ning, being brought up in a fifth-rate
public bar, became one of the greatest
astronomers and mathematicians the
world has seen. He was trained for
the church. While he was a professor he had many ups and downs be
cause he upset a lot of Aristotle’s
discoveries.* * a

(5ALLILEO’S father wanted his son to
_ be a cloth merchant, His mind was
bent on mathematics and mechanics.
He discovered that the widest swingof the sacristant took as long as theshortest swing. To prove that a 100Ib
weight did not fall any quicker thana ilb weight, he climbed to the top of
the falling tower of Piza with the
weights, and when they both landed
on "terra firma" together his critics
were dumbfounded, The church warn
ed him not to preach his discoveries.
He continued and got into trouble withhis church. He discovered that theearth moved round the sun. When ask
ed to recant, which he did, he said under his breath: "It moves round all thesame."
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NEWTON has been described as thegreatest genius who ever existed.
He was the man who discovered universal gravitation, the greatest scientific discovery.

s * *

Me. M, T. DIXON, the 8YA accompanist, took on a new role for the
Station, that of solo pianist. He gavethree descriptive numbers, and showed by his excellent touch, his refined
technique and his delicate artistry thathe is as good a soloist as he is an
accompanist. It is not very often thatone meets an artist who is so versatile.
Because of the relay of boxing competitions, we missed one item from Mr.Dixon. Let us hope that Alan Youngwill put M.T.D. on again,s
R. BRADSHAW’S Male Voice
Choir still keeps up its high-class
reputation as a purveyor ~ of glees,choruses and part songs. The relayfrom the CivicTheatre made an even

ing pass quickly, so enjoyable was the
singing. There was presented every
form of choral expression that has
made this body one of the foremost
male choirs in the Dominion. The
balance was excellent, and did not
blur the microphone, while the attack
and light and shade work were equal to
anything yet done by the choristers.

And then there were the Cathedral
boys, whose numbers always prove s0
popular, Their sweet soprano voices
added to the success of the concert.
Miss Cecily Audibert, always a popular
soloist, sang in her usual refined man-
ner, Of the programme items that
stood out for excellent treatment were
"Bobby Shaftoe," "Sailors’ Chorus,""The Silver Swan," and "Come Let UsJoin the Roundelay."
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R. E. WILTSHIRD gave another of
his fantasy talks from 8YA on
"The Mastery of the Sea," and therebylet loose a lot of interesting data re-
garding the invention of steam en-
gines. The life of William Syming-
ton, who invented steam propulsion,

was certainly interesting. How he
worked at his invention, and when it
became an accomplished fact and was
turned down, after he had given proof
of his success, by the Admiralty, show-
ed how slow and conservative our lead-.
ing politicians were in those days. He
built a steamer, linking the piston to
a rod directly on te the paddle wheel.
Even after this people thought he was
fit for an asylum. Fulton and Bell
were two others who went ahead with
the fruits of Symington’s brains, and
received rich rewards.

(THE fact that the Government aregoing to stop sponsored pro-
grammes in connection with B sta-
tions during the early part of next
year has been received with disfavour
in the South Island. Dunedin has a
big listeners’ league, and in Christ-
church 3ZM has a large club member-
ship, It is more than likely that some
action will be taken to keep the sta-
tions from going out of existence.
There can be no question about the
popularity of the B stations; because
of the general lightness of programmes
they appeal to many listeners, and itwill be necessary for the Government
to see that the wants of this section
are catered for. It was the B sta-
tions which commenced giving the
early morning sessions, and which to
a certain extent the YA stations are
now doing.
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A SPLENDID evening is scheduledat 3YA on Sunday, October 22.
when Schubert’s "Trout Quintette"will be given by members of the 3YA
orchestra. The work will take about
thirty-five minutes, and it is pleasing
to note that the continuity of it will
not be broken. Professor Shelley will
talk on Robert Browning’s dramatic
lyrics, and, as chief vocal soloist, Mrs.
W. Scott will feature "O Divine Re-
deemer," a song that should suit her
admirably,

NEW EXPORT MARKET:

In an articleentitled ""TheOutlookforForests;1} Mr. Arnold Hanson, B.A,,states "Canada and the United States
have nowhere the timber volumes whichcertain classes of the community try tosuggest; The presentexport of timberfrom thesecountrieswillhaveceased fiveyears from noW,and the countries them-selveswill be in a very uhenviableposi-tion aS regards soft wood supplies:4Many New Zealanders are astonishedto learn thatU.SA_ importsapproximate-ly 2127,000,000 worth of pulp, paper andpulp wood per annum_ There is a largeexport marketawaiting the products ofthe forestsestablished pyNZPerpetualForests:Ltd. Advt.

ARE YOU RENEWING
YOUR LICENSE?

Steps that you must taketo Dismantle your
Radio Set

"I don't want to renew mylicense at present," writes an
Auckland resident to the ‘‘RadioRecord" to-day. "What must I
do to satisfy the radio inspectorthat the set is not being used?"
Three things are necessary-first,
the aerial must be taken down;
second, the set must be removed
from the vicinity of power points;
and, lastly, the valves must be
taken out. The set is then, to all
intents and purposes, dismantled.

"THE Japanese have adopted the re-gional plan of the B.B.C. in orderthat simple receivers may have the
choice of at least two

Stations.


