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Egyptian Books Were 35ft. Long
Earliest Books Date Back to the Flood-A LibraryWith a Staii of s00-". Libraries are Considered Part of the Educational System Abroad.
Me. A, D. McINTOSH, M.A., of thestaff of the Parliamentary Library,
recently returned to New Zealand af-
ter a year spent abroad as the holder
of a Carnegie Library Fellowship, and
is'at. present giving from 2YA a seriesof :talks on "Libraries, Ancient and
Modern." Mr. McIntosh has written
the following brief account of what he
is doing in these talks.
OOKS and libraries are as old as
civilisation itself. It is not too
much to say that without them there
would have been no civilisation, The
greatest service performed by libraries
through the ages has lain in their pre-
servation of learning. To-day their
task is greater and it is with the spreadof knowledge that they are principally
concerned. In these talks I hope to
give a brief survey of libraries in both
the ancient and the modern world, I
hope to notice not only books them-
selves and the main types of librariesthat have existed from age to age, but
also to indicate, however briefly, the
part libraries have played in the sur-
vival and spread of knowledge. In
the third lecture modern developmentswill occupy our attention- particular-
ly American and English as I saw them
abroad and finally I will give some ac-
count of the modern movement to es-
tablish national library systems and
perhaps give an idea of a plan for thefuture of our own libraries in New
Zealand. * 2

QuUR earliest books are in the formof baked clay tablets dating back
almost to the Flood. They have been
discovered in the ruins of ancient pal-
aces and temples. Books have changedtheir form as new materials became
available. The Egyptian book was aroll of papyrus-sometimes 385 feet
long-a material made from the stemsof a river plant growing in the Nile;
parchment, made from the skins of ani-
mals, also in the form of a roll was
used for books in Palestine. In the
4th century came the modern form of
a book-in vellum-and throughout the
middle ages illuminated manuscriptsof the most beautiful workmanshipwere produced by the works. Paper
and printing date from the 15th cen-
tury and thence the modern book, To-
flay we have gone a step further. To
Save space, great modern libraries re-
duce the print of unwieldly newspaperfiles to microscopic size on smal! rollsof film and when required for use these
films are put through a projector and
thrown in lurge size on to a screen oron toa student’s desk. And that may beonlya beginning of the application ofmodern science to bogks and library
methods. A great American librarian re-
cently stated that in a few years bytelevision or some new invention a book
in a central store may be shown instant-
ly page by page in a library thousandsof miles away.s *
O much for books; libraries them-
selyes have undergone equally sturt-
ling changes. From the libraries of six

thousand years ago to the modern na-
tional libraries-such as the United
States Library of Congress with its staff
of 800 and its 4,000,000 books-the more
valuable though less well equipped
British Museum with its millions -of
books and 62 miles of shelving-the evo-
lutionary process may be traced. In
the first and second talks I had some-
thing to say of the most troublous pe-
riod of all-the "Dark Ages" in Bu-
rope when the scholarship and culture
of the Ancient World fell upon evil

times. Its survival during the destruc-
tion of the Roman civilisation by the
barbarians is one of the most fascin-
ating in history. It was due in large
measure to the Arabs who for a brief
period conquered the world from Spain
to China, absorbed the ancient Greek
culture and restored it to Europe to-
gether with the beginnings of our mod-
ern medicine, mathemati¢s and physical
science, They did even more towards
making the modern age possible by giv-
ing us paper-the manufacture of which
they had learnt from the Chinese. It
was paper and printing that made the
intellectual revival of Europe possible.It is calculated that 1,000,000 volumes
had been printed by the end of the
15th, century.

a % *

PASSING on from the Middle Ageswith their increased demand for
books and the spread of popular learn-
ing we are struck by the changes of
modern times. Besides the great na-
tional libraries and those attached uni-
yersities and other learned institutions
we have that phenomenon of moderncivilisation-the Free Public Library.
The movement began in England a hun-
dred years ago-it has owed practi-
cally nothing to public demand but
everything to individual initiative and
enthusiasm. The public have always
been reluctant and the utility of lib-
rary service has had to be demonstrat-
ed. When public libraries were first

offered one member of the. House of
Commons "supposed they would soon
be thinking of supplying the working
classes with quoits, peg tops and foot-
balls." » 6 PS

UT America soon outstripped Great
Britain-it is the land of libraries.
The buildings, methods and equipment
are truly marvellous. Moreover they are
free. And there is one function they
perform that is unique-the education
of an alien population in the language
and civilisation of their’ adopted coun-
try. Americans too set great store by
service and. practical use. They insist
that a library is a machine that re-
quires skilful handling to get the best
results. In the United States a book
is regarded as 2 source of information
ma England as a

work of literature or
art, '

Changed Control of B
Stations

(Continued from Page 3.)
they are reluctant to lose them. "There
will, of course, be the advantage that
the records banned to the B stations
will now be broadcast from 1ZR and
2ZW under the new direction," said one
Auckland listener, "but a lot of peoplewill prefer the ‘programme’ touch from
these stations, to the more elaborate,
but less appealing, programmes from
the major stations."
In a statement the president of the
New Zealand Listeners’ Federation,
Mr. H, D. Bennett, said that the pur-
chase by the Post and Telegraph De-
partment of the Auckland and Wel-
lington B class stations, came as a sure
prise to rddio listeners. Although the
new policy had not been fully outlined,it seemed that, with the necessary
legislation supporting the department
and the Broadcasting Board, the in-
tention was to bring the whole of the
radio service under one control. An
alternative service was most certainly
required, but the value of such service
would be very largely discounted if it
were merely a second channel for the
supply of the service from same stocks
and given under the direction. of the
same control as the main New Zealand
stations. No matter how good the
YA. stations might be, listeners wanted
the right to be able to switch over to
something else. Mr. Bennett said thatif it is to be assumed that the ultimate
aim of the department is to do awayaltogether with private enterprise, andit certainly looked as if that was in-
tended, then the closing down of our
present B class stations would not be
welcomed,

pN Sweden gymnastics and drill takethe place of games to a large ex-tent; but there are also excellent aqua-tic sports, yachting, swimming, and
rowing matches, which, if sufficiently
important, are duly broadcast.

Wellington'sForthcoming
Talks from W.E.A.
THE CONTROL OF LIFE
By Dr. A. B. Wildman.
Thursday, September 28: The
Control of Life: (1) Man as an
Animal; October 5: (II) Man’s
Use of Other Forms of Life;
October 12: (IIT) Man’s Animal
Enemies; October 19: (IV)
Science, Craftsmanship and Hu-
manity.
THE MODERN NOVEL .
By Professor P. W. Robertson.
Saturday, September 30: The
Modern Novel: (I) Recent Ten-
dencies; October 7: (II) ""Remem-
brance of Things Past’’; October
14: (10) "The Magic Moun-
tain’; Octaber 21: (IV) ‘"The
Maurizius Case."


