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mAERoUm Wi TR wEA
- “Smoke More, Read Less, Be Wiser’

Philoéopﬁer Holﬁbes Agree's‘ With Stephen Leacock on Education—
| Punch Looks at the Motorist and the Wireless

Talk — “Listening Groups.”

S$CDUNCHE™ had a joke. recently in

4vhich a2 motorist had -abandoned
bis car in the road and was standing
miserably in the rain under a tree
about 100 yards away. “Are you wait-
ing for somebody?’ asks a passing
yokel, “Yes I am,” -says the motorist
bitterly, “I’ve got a wireless get in my
car. DU've forgotten how fo turn it off,
and there's 3 fellow giving a lecture.”
Well, we sll know that feeling, and as
o professional lecturer I rathev enjoy
that kind of joke.
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VVHAT is the use of these W.EA.
YV 4alks of ours anyway? Are they
worth .gall the trouble that goes into
them? Perhaps you think they are no

trouble to -us, and it may surprise

you te learm that on the whole
it is a good deal easgier to Dre-
pare oneself ‘
lecture to 4 vistble audience than
for 20 minutes over the air to au

invisible oné (assuming that not all of

you are like the motorist in the rajn).
However that may be, I think the time
hag come to point out a few of the
things that might result if full advan-
tage were taken of these halif-hours
with which this page is concerned. As
a matter of fact I have said the sort
of thing X awm going to say now more
than once before. But my experience
ig that you have to say things a good
many times in this modern world be-
fore anyone takes any notice
% < ¥ .

'FIB.ST of all, let us forget the word

“adueation” altogetber if it makes
us feel like motorists walting in the
rajn, Talke is’a Zood enough word,
“That great philosopher Hobbes,” says
a writer in the “Listener,” “agreed
-with that great modern humourist
Stephen Leacock in praising the talk
as the secret of education.. The secret
of the sueccess of education af Oxford,
argued Mr. Leacock, is that the pro-
fesgors smoke at their best pupils. If
men smioked more and read less, said
Hobbes, they would be much wiser.”
So I hope all listeners will take this to
heart. What it means ig that you are
missing ‘the real appreciation of a good
W.H.A. talk if you don't gather some
friends together and “smoke at each
other” over a discussion of it.

“each other” in this sort of way.

for a whole beur’s ’

NOW thig is mot simply a Joke of
mine, I am speaking perfectly
seriously, and I want to tell you some-
thing -about what they are doing in
PBrgland in the way of “smoking N?t
¥y
information comeg mainly from a re-
cently received B.B.O. pamphlet:
“Wireless Discussion Groups—what
they are and how to run them.” I have
no intention of urging that we should
move along exactly similar lines in
New Zealand-—our different conditions
ir many respects make that impossible.
But I find in this pamphlet some very
valuable hints as to what we might

rm_._m._..;———i—-u—m'““———————m——m

“World Races and the

Maori.” New Series of
W.E.A Talks

_The Auckland W.E.A. is pre-
senting- an interesting series of
talks during the next six weeks.
Below are detailsi~—

Wednesday, September 13 and
three following Wednesdays:—-
‘““World Races and the Maori,” by
Mr. Gilbert Archey, M.A. (Direc-
tor Auckland War Memorial
Museam). -

(1) The Black Races,

(2) The Yellow Races,

(3) The White Races,

(4) Maori and Polynesian,

Thugrsday, September 14 and
three foilowing Thursdaysi——

“Some Twentieth Century Novel~
. ists,”” by Mr. D. W. Faigan, M. A,

(1} Arnold Bennett,

(2) John Galsworthy,

(3) Mary Webb,

(4) J. B. Priestley.

Wednesday, October 11, and
three following Wednesdays:—
“A Great British Composer—~Ed-

ward Elgar,” by Mr. E. Varley
Hudson, B.A. (Conductor of
Auckland Municipal Choir).,

(1) Elgar's Life.

(2) Early Music,

(3) Choral Music and Songs,

© (4) Orchestral Music,

“KENNEDY” ANTENNA.

quivalent to the average aerial 7Oft,
long and B0ft, high,

Does away with lightning hazards,
snsightly poles, stay wires, ete.

Increases selectivity, fmproves recep-
tion, minimisés gtatic and other inter-
ferences, gives clearer tone.

Price 17/6 eaclh, post free,
Patentees and Manufacturers:

A. A. HASTINGS & Co., Ltd.

I!;lectiic:ll Engineers, Napier.

AGENTS WANTED.

. 'be doing. One of the first ounistanding

points made is that the talks pro-
gramme, as it hag developed, is almost
entirely the result of contact with lis-
teners. It is not imposed from above.
As one of the B.B.C. ofticers put it,
“The strength of this movement for
education by wireless lies at the cir-
cumference, not at the centre.”,
% 2 *

I’r I8 not necessary to describe in de-

tail how this contact with listeners
is organised. Suffice it to say that
there iz 2 gradually growing network
of local committees all.over the zoun-
try, which brings the alks to the

 AUCKLAND.

notice of listemers,  encourage in

every way the . formation = of
{istening groups, and transmit to
the B.B.C. all the comments and

criticisms they c¢an gather. The

‘efficiency of this organisation gains im-

mensely of course from the fact that
the B.B.C, can afford to employ 2 num-
ber of full-time eduncation officers to

co-ordinate the work in various regions, |
. * % (-3

N thiz way “personal contact bus

7

™

been established with many thou- -

sands of people in all positions aud
oceupations,” so that listeners “tuke
a very real share in the educational
policy of the B.B.C.” Moreover, con-
ferences and suminer schools for lis-
tening-group leaders have now. become
a regular thing. “Heve it is possibie
for listeners to meet the broadcaster,
and to discuss the talks freely. The
speaker comes to a conference, partly
to explain what he means to say in
his future series of falks, but equally
ready to alter his methods if he finds
it desirable, This is, indeed, a new
thing im the history of education.
Never before has' there heen a sus-
tained effort to bring all the best
speakers, all the greatest experts, in

almost every branch of knowledge, to -

the firegide of any and every home.
The opportunify is imumense, and the
.fsgyeakers have not been slow to take
i * ® s
WELL, we cannot exactly bring “d1l
the greatest experts in almost
every branch of knowledge” to our fire-
sides. And it may be some time be-
fore there are enoungh listening groups
toc - make conferences and summer
gchools for group leaders worth while.
But isn’t it about time we had at leact
some groups In existence? Two years
ago I thought the millennium was be-
ginning to arrive, when two groups
actually did arise out of a series given
from 1YA—and very effective’ groups
they were, one of them seanding in maost
valuable reports of their discussions.

e

But it was apparently a false dawi, .

and I have heard of mnothing similar
since,
. L] ® L]

HOPE in a future article to deal

more in detail with how groups
can be formed and what they can do,
Meanwhile, may I suggest that the
W.ILA. urgently desires that contact
with listeners which has been men-
tioped as the secret of successful pro-
gramme building? I have recently
had a number of letters ir which lis-
teners have made criticisms and offer-
ed suggestions which have borne frumit
in the talks now being arranged. (For
instawce, Mr. Archery’s forthcoming
series on “World Races and the
Maori”-is a direct result of a listener's
spggestlou,) Thig help is much appre-
ciated, but we can do with plenty more
from those who are content to enjoy
or suffer in silence. Perbaps if that
motorist walting in the rain had writ-
ten to the B.B.C. it might have pro-
fite@ by his comments!



