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? HALF-HOURS WITH THE W.EA.

Credulity and

—What is Needful for Salvation?

THE following paragraphs were speci-
ally written for the “Radio Re-
cord” by Dr. R. B, Anschutz as a guide
to his series of talks now being given
from 1YA, Auckland, ou Thursday
evenings at 7.30,
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THERE have been a number of ser-
mons and addresses in Auckland
recently in which the “new psychology”
has been described as the enemy of

{» smoralé and religion. And we must all

ve familiar with some, at least, of the
‘elaims that have been made for the
“new psychology” in edueation, erimi-
nal administraiion, business mandage-
ment, medicine and “life” generally.
But vemarkably little information
seems t¢ have been provided with all
this talk. A few techuical psychological
terms have been adopted, and used
rather recklessly, in common speech:
“Inferiority complex,” “conditioning,”
“pepression,” “sublimation.” But the
avérage man remains as ignorant of
psychology as he does of wilcheraft
And his attitude to psychology seems.
sometimes, to be much the same as his
anecestors’ attitude to witcheraft—ar
unreasonable amalgam of extravagam
~ ¢redulity und extravagant t'eag.
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THIS is obviously a very undesirible

* utate of affairs for which, equally
obviotisly, thers Iis only one cure—
knowledge. Tt is not very diffieult to
find ott womething about psychology.
And, fortunately, a very little kuow-
ledge lays the bogy of the “new

Psychoiogical Books
for the Student

The following books are recom-
mehded by Dr, Anschatz for the
student of the “new psychology.”:
. Galton’s “Bnquities inte Human:
.| Facalty” (Everyman Series) .

servations an the most diverse sub-
jects).  Woodworth’s “Psychol-
ogy’’ (Methuen). (The best text-
book).  Weodworth’s “Contera~
poriry Schools of Psychology”
~(Methuen).  (This will provide
‘ample references for further reading
in  Freud, McDougall. Watson,
Kohler and so on).

- still flaring.
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. psychology” It 1y suflicient to point
out that it doesn’t exist.
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TI-—IE sclentific study of psychology is

as old ag mosk of our other geien-
tific studies—as old as the ancient
Greeks, . Aristotle wrote the fifst
psychology treatise and the gtudy of
psychology -has been eontinuous since
his timeé. It has had its ups and downs,
of course,

gigts are conflicts of method

like everything else, It -
 went down, with everything else during .

Fear Seem to be Man’s Attitude Toward stréhblogy’ .

the Dark Ages. Tt went up, with neurly
everything else, at the Renalssance
And, thep, it flared up in the nine-
teenth century, with biclogy, and it’s
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NOW’ it hus happened quite regularly
that whenever psychology has been
on the upgrade, people have stayted to
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talk of the ‘“new psychology.” ‘That
happened, to go no farther back, three
bhundred years ago, a hundred years
ago, fifty years ago, just as it is hap
pening now. And, of course, the “new
psychology” has heen -different each
time.
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BUT it- hay never been as different ax

it is to-day, because previously
there has always been one system of
peycehology which has had general ac

ceptance. And thai is just what is lack

ing now. There is no “new psychology”
now, but, at a econservative, estimate.
half a doZen “new psychologies.”
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BUT the layman will be going aboat

hig pursuit of psychology in quite
the wrong way if, acting on this infor-
mation, he decides to read forthwith
the authoritative statements of the
leaders of these varions schools to de-
cide for himself which hag had the
truth revealed to him. These then are

“indeed rivils for the centre of ihe stage

but. although they sometimes have
that appearance, they are not perpet-
nal antagonists.  And none, if you
question him at all closely, claims to
have discovered the whole truth abouf
psychology, as rival theologians claim
to have discovered all that is needtul
for salvation.
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THE position is rather that each has

found some method of dealing
with a few of the facts of psychology

-~ and is trying to push thut method as

far as it will go (and farther) in the
explanation of other facts. The dis-
agreements of contemporary psycholo-
rather
than of creed. And to understand
their methiods it is Brst of all necesgary

to consider theit observations aund,
more particularly, their experiments,

These are their solid achievements—

what they have done, and vot (to put
it erudely) what they have said. Their
experiments will still be guoted when
their generalisations are regarded as
curiosities. And it is on a.considera-
tion of thsiy experiments that any real
appreciation of the contemporiry posi-
tion in psychology must be based, .

AUCKLAND.

- Psychology s Not Witchcraft.

Te o that is wop all:. Youwca‘nnot%

‘ understand the  eontemporary
achievements of psychology . without:
knowing something about those pist
achieverients which have hecome the”
stock-in-trade of the téxt-books. ~The:
contemporary schools a¥e not starting
from the beginning, but with two thou .
sand years of psychological study . be
hind them. Hach of them clainmis the!
privilege of continuing and advancing .
what has been achieved in those two’
thousand years. And each -of them is:
Iargely indebted for its outlook and :
procedure to the statements and hints
of previous workers, McDougall, for @
ingtance, the leader of what is®some-
times ealled the “Instinet Scbool:
owes 4 great deal to Aristotle, and so:
do a great many other contemporary
psychologists. . .

T is its experiments, then, that eon
stitute psychology like.any other!
science. And it is hoped that a ddes-:
cription of a few of the more famous
experiments will .do something to dis-
pel the igrorance that is only too evi
dent in both the eulogies and the de- |
nunciations of the “new. psychology”
and. indeed, in the very use of the
expression. h

Forchcoming W.E.A.
Talks for TYA

{a) Wednesday. August 16 and
three following Wednesdays:
*MODERN POETRY.,” by
Rev. W, Jellie, B.A. :

(1) America.
{2) Scotland.
(3) Ireland.
(4) Poetic Drama.
(b) Thursday, August 17 and
three following Thursdays.
(1) “Haw It Stsikes ‘A
Carpentet’ 7 - |
(2) “Life on a Collier,”
by ““A Seamat.”

(3) *“Lathe, File and
Spanner,” By A
Mechanic.” .

(4) ““Trams, Travellers
and  Tramwaymen,” .
by “A Motorman.”

- The idea-of this serles is that
a humber of people in various’
trades and occupations should
give listeners a glimpse inte theix
lives by describing the kind of
thing they do every day, and bow
the wotld sttikes them - from the
particular angle of their work.
The speakers = will, as far as
passible, be men actually working
at the jobs they are talking about.




