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Interesting Facts From
Commission’s Report

s

The report of Mr, Justice Owen, the
Royal Commissioner who investigated
in Australia,
deals at length with proadeasting in

“Augtralia and traverses in detail the

claims made by the asseciated gramo-
phone record manufacturers, Broud-

-easting in Australia, the report states,

apparently differs from that in all other

- countries.

In Australis there are national
(and non-profit earning) stations op-
erating side by side with forfy.six

. «p” Ciass stations which are iearried
on far profit, each class supplemental
10 and mecessary to the other. Im
New Zealand all the jmpottant sta-
tions are mational, and the profit-
making stagions are few in mumber.

Tvidence given before thbe Commis-

‘aion established that unless broagdeast-

ing statlons can use the musical works
controlled by the Australasian Per-
forming Rights Association they cannot
how, or for some time to come, sSUCCess-
a na-
tiondl service. 'The same applies,
thoutgh to 4 less extent, to the tecords
made by the record manufacturing com-
panies, if the present policy Is main-
tained of obtainihg records on the Aus-
tralian market. )
Abont June, 1932, the A.P.R.A. offer-
&d to grant to the Austrglinn Broad-
casting Comipission a Iicense for the
use of copyright works controlied by the
Agsoclstion at the following rates:-—
(a) 2/4%d peritem per main station
on a basis of 350,000 listeners,
~ahd .
(b) 44 per ltem per main station
for each additional 10,000 licens-
ed listeners.

This offer as refused by the
Rroadeasting Comnission and up te
ihe time the report was presented ne
agreement had been atrived at, The
Assqeiation claimed that a “relay”
must be treated as a separate per-
formanecs.

Tor 1931 the average charge made
to .the Adstralisn Broadeasting Com-
pahy (a profitmaking company which
controlled the “A” stations in Austra-
lia until July 1, 1982) was equivalent
to 2/5.352d per item. In that year the
Company paid £30.190 for 206,850 per-

formances (of which 49,992 were not
. claimed as copyright),

; In other words
the Australian - Assoclation was paid
for 248,358 performances ai an aver-
ags rate of. 2/5.352d4 per item. The
egidenee befpre the Commission show-
ed i~

(a) The British Broadcasting Com-
mission pays (on a  basis of
4,526,075 licences) about £63,500
a year for the whole repertolre
controlled by the Performing

© _ Right Society. .

{») In Germany {on a ‘basis of
3,980,840 licenses) the Broad-
casting Board of Control would

. have a revenue of £2,805,879 ai

_ par on sterling. The Copyright
- Agsociations receive 3% per cent.
" without any restriction &g to the
numbers. of iusical items uded,

_ representing  £98,205  per an-

) S onum. o
- {¢) In Austrin the Broadeasting

‘Authority pays 3% per cent. of
the revenue from licenses (cal-

The amount paid is equivalent
to- £11,245.

(d) In Poland, where some 300,000

(e)

licengey are In existence, the
Broadeasting Authority pays to
the Copyright Society 3 per cent.
of its revenue from licenses with
a minimum of about £3,200 a
year, The amount paid to the
Society is about £7,425.

In the United States of America
the amounts payable under the
agreement recéntly made with
the Ameriean performing Right
Soclety are roughly £300,000 for
1033, £400,000 for 1034, and
£500,000 for 1938,

culated on 476,000 licenses). {f) In New Zeb’.’ls’fﬁa the Brondeast-

ing Board, il it were to continue
to pay at the rate previously
paid by the Broadeasting Com-
pany which controlled fhe “A”
stations, would pay £5230 per
annum, and the Australasian
Performing Riglht Association’s
claimg, if made applicable to
New Zealand, would amount Lo
£11.3606,

I'he information us to the Continent-
ai eountries was obtained by ihe late
Mr. FI. . Williams trom the Union In-
ternationale de Radio Diffusion, Gen-
eya, said to be the highest authority
from which such information can be
ohtained )




