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WITH the advent of the winter
" season, interest in the broad-
cast service -becomes accentuated,
particularly in the country districts,
where the decline of seasomal farm
work leaves greater leisure. This
~ takes it timely to raise that peren-
nially vital question of interference
to radio reception, occasioned by
leakages and radiations from elec-
trical transmission lines and elec-
trical apparatus. Every -power
board throughout the country is in
regular receipt of complaints from
radio listeners of interference from
transmission lines. Where the gov-
-erning authorities are sympathetic
to radio and the interests of their
clients, these complaints are given
as much consideration as possible.
Investigation frequently proves that
the transmission lines are not at
" fault, but that some other factors
are responsible.  Nevertheless it
is to be adimitted that in many in-
stances the fault is directly due to
the power lines. The question then
arises as to who should rectify the
position,

THIS matter was dealt with in
, the report presented to the
‘Broadcasting Board last' year by the
Coverage Commission. In that re-
port the suggestion was made that

a Special Committee be appointed

‘to investigate and make recom-
mendations.  That committee has
bheen in existence now for some
little while. It consists of. repre-
sentatives of the Post and Telegraph
Department, the  Broadcasting

_Board, the Public Works Depart-
ment, and the local authorities. The
chairman of the board is Mr. C. S.
Plank, Chief Telegraph Engineer.
The matter is now being considered
by this committee, and although the
‘problem is a most ticklish and diff-
cult one, listeners will sincerely hope
that some scheme will be devised to
effect improvement.

THE problem is by no means

simple. Many of the older
transmission lines have heen erected
in full accord with technical and
legal requirements, hut by their very
nature radiate electrical waves
which occasion trouble in radio re-
ceivers. To remove this trouble
gwould involve extremely heavy

capital expenditure, and naturally -

in these times such an outlay is
unthinkable. In other cases leak-
-ages occur, which the power au-
thorities are in general only too
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pleased to rectify when poi,ntéd out
to them. It is to their advantage.
in the first instance, to check leaks
which occasion loss, and. in the
second instance, to give their cus-
tomers the best possible service afnd
encouragement to tuse electricity,
both in the form of power for radio
reception, and the lighting that is
used by the clients when staying up
to listen 1o Droadcasting pro-
grammes.

"THE major point, however, is the

determination of responsibility
for locating and rectifying leaks that
are causing trouble.  The sugges-
tion has been made that all the par-
ties interested should combine to

provide the necessary equipment
and service. Who are the parties
interested?  First, there is the

Post and Telegraph Department
which exercises general oversight
over the Dbroadcasting service, and
derives some revenue from listeners’
licenses. In the company days the
a certain
amount of responsibility and in-
terest in the problem, and in gen-
eral that still obtains, although ob-
viously it is not in a position to
undertake much expenditure in this

field.  Next, there is the broad-
cast service itself. Is it respon-
sible? . "While it is certainly -in-

terested in having its listeners re-
ceive satisfactorily the service put
upon the air by it, its reply must
inevitably be that its funds cannot
be taxed to undertake the rectifica-
tion of leakages in the transmission
lines of other bodies. It might be
that the Board would be prepared to
co-operate with service, and pos-
sibly to some small extent financial-
ly, with other bodies; but listeners
will agree that the funds made avail-
able l)y them to the Broadcasting

Board must primarily be devoted to.

the creation and transmission of
programumes.  The third party is
represented by the power boards
and local authorities concerned. Tt
is their function to supply their
customers with electricity. Natur-
ally, on principles of economy it is
to their interest to check actual leak-
ages and wastes.  Their engineers

are deubtless continually alert to de-

tect and remedy the more important
of such leakages. In the - very
nature of things, however, there are
some radiations which cannot be

controlled, and minor -leakages are.

continually developing.  Can the
power hoards and local authorities

‘terference,

be expected to undertake the adrmt-
tedly expensice service of clearing

" upall radiation likely to give. trouble
‘to listeners?
- less will be that they were in exist-

Their: reply doubt-

ence before radio. They have estab-

" lished their lines in accordance with

the requireinents of the Public
Works Department, and their obli-
gations begin and end with service
to the buyers of their power. Where
administrations = are  sympathetic

“they may go a certain distance to

help radio listeners, but their reply
in the main generally is that they
are not in a position to undertake
the full service that would. be re-
quired to completely eliminate all
interference.

THE fourth body represented on

the Special Committee .dealing
with the inatter is the Public Works
Department.  This department in
this field may be taken as repre-
sentative of the Government itself,
being concerned to encourage, on the
one hand, the fullest possible use
of the power supplied to the power
hoards and local authorities, and on
the other, to protect the consuming
public. It again has little money

at hand to meet the problem of this.

expenditure.

FROM the citation of the fore-

going factors, it will be ap-
parent that the problem, while a
very definite one to radio listeners
in both town and country. is by no
means easy of solution.
that by contributions' from the in-
terests concerned some technical
equipment and service can be pro-
vided which will do something to
rectify the trouble.
be grateful for every such aid. It
is admiitedly annoying in the ex-
treme for listeners to spend scores
of pounds in equipping themselves
with hiz;h-class and effictent re-
ceivers, in the expectation of enjoy-
ing programmes from near and far,
only to have their pleasure marred
by bursts of not only static, which
is beyond control, but man-made in-
which they rightly
enough consider should be elimin-
ated. If the Commission in ques-
tion can make some move forward
to help listeners, they will earn their
definite gratitude.

. * . ® »
"MHE broadeasting service is not

without its humours., One of
the principal reasons, we ore-
sume, for the eqtabhshment of

2YA  Auxiliary-—hereafter to he

known as 2YC—was to give
the Capital City not only a
stand-by plant in case of eniergency,
but to provide listeners in Welling-

ton City and environs with a pro-

gramme alterna.tlve to the news ses~
sion of 2YA, given between 7 and
8 o'clock, for the convenience of

It may be-

Listeners will [)

countly hstenelq "City people re-

presented that they were fully ac-

quainted with this news through the
daily newspapers, and that this hour
was to them a waste hour, however
interesting it might be to country
interests. The cogency of those re-
presentations was recogmsed and
with the stand-by plant in existence,

- provision was made for it to operate

between 7 and 8 with high-class
gramophone records, to give ZYA
city listeners the alternatwe pro-
gramme they sought. = It is fair to
say that this additional service has
been greatly appreciated, but criti-
cism, as with all things connected
with broadeasting, has not been
lacking. Perhaps the most extra-
ordinary criticism - advanced, how-
ever, by any listener was that r
ceived last week by the br oadcastu%
authorities. This was from oné
who wrote seriously and strongly
against 2Y A- Auxiliary because, for-
soath, it prevented him hearing the.
news session from 3YA!  That
criticism must surely be so choice
that comment upon it would he
superfluous.

In Phase and Out

By “Quadrant "

EAR  Quadrant,—1YA  listeners
were Terryfied last week by 45
minutes of talk on 111511 music.—Erin
go Bragh.
fDo yez think any Sassenach aun-
nouncer .could stop an Ivishman say-
ing what he wanted to say about the
Ould Sed on Paddy’s Tive?]
W kA *

Quadrant,—Iast noticed that

a very popular announcer is over-
doing it o bit? Or is it just my caiti-
nesg —Yours, IMelix.

[Come to mention it, Telix, I have
noticed some unusual pronunciations,
but have: always attributed same to
my . ignorance.]

¥
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¥ ®

SEE someone is to talkk on Square-
riggers—an interesting and in-
=piting subject.  But it stops shorl.
I suggest our friend follows up *

broadeasting n  séries of tales 'CY
“Across the Bar” It should make %
good sequel. :

* - .

EAR Quadrant,—I suggest: (1)
Another old-time dance prefaced
or introduced by Darby and Joan, a8
presented last September. (2) Could
not Will Bishop and Company be pre-
vailed upon to present that delightful
little comedy “The Flowers are Not
for You to Pick” one again?—“Tuai.”’
[Excellent suggestions, ht  won't
Vic. Tloyd be pleased to see you rve-
ferring to his masterful presentation
as a “delightful little comedy”?—Q.]

® - 3 *

CHOOLBOY howler: Marconi first
made sparks, he then proceeded

to Italy and made Muzzerlini presi-
dent. Reaction is what an American
thinks about everything.  Wavelengh
is length of wave.. (Budding genius
this. It varies with the voice of the
announcer if he is base or solopranno.



