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OMMENCING with a Municipal
Band relay on Sunday, a better-
than-usual Monday programme, and
winding up with a worth-while St.
Pat’s Day programme, 1YA, without
giving any exceptional fare, has been
worth tuning in to through the past
week. Reg. Morgan, Chrissie Foster,
and the Baileys were the attractions
on the Monday programme. The Bail-
eys provided most enjoyable variety
and I thought them particularly good
jn their Dickens presentation. Reg.
Morgan has an excellent voice, but, per-
sonally, I should enjoy his singing moreif sometimes he presented a better typeof song. =. *
bn of the best programmes heard\for some time was put on by 1ZR
this week in a Schubert session. The
examples of the work of the Master of
Melody were well chosen and they were
held together by just sufficient of a
thread of description to make the ses-
sion most interesting.
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R. R. A. FALLA was most interest-
‘ing in his description of "Bird
Life in the Antarctic’ from 1YA last
Wednesday. As ornithologist of the
last Mawson Expedition in the sturdy
old Discovery (though modestly he
didn’t mention this), he really knew
his subject. Bird life is plentiful
"way down south." Even when Scott
"twas 200 miles from the sea. on his
Polar journey, he met skua gulls, go-
ing south too. ‘The albatross, most
wonderful of all gliders, and the little
petrel (from the Spanish "little Pe-
ter," owing to its appearance of walk-
ing on the water), are each members
of the same family. All the petrels
have the same. remarkable provision
for the nutrition of their young. They
stuff them with squid and other sea
food till the youngsters can eat no
more. Then the parents leave’ the
young bird to live on its surplus:fat
and grow feathers. When it gets
really hungry it is able to fly and feed
itself. A ten-months-old still downy
albatross weighed on the Crozets tip-
ped the beam at 25lb., though the
largest flying albatross scales no morethan 16. Then there was the Ant-
arctic petrel, whose young squirt a
strgem of evil-smelling oily stuff fromthe{r throats at all intruders until am-
munition runs short. Mr. Falla was
most interesting in describing the
varied penguin life, most characteris-tic of Antarctica, from the 4ft. 90l1b.
HWmperor penguin with its courtly bowfor all-comers, including man, down to
the smallest Charlie Chaplin of the
penguin family. This has certainly
been a capital series of talks, and the
next should be equally worthy of at-
tention. * * *
FATHER TERRY’S talk on Irish mu-sic from 1YA was enthusiastic and
scholarly, but rather lengthy. More
illustrations would have added to its\ interest. In no country in Europedid the. harp go so far back, said the
lecturer. A Greek geographer of 500
B.C. had described the Irish as play-
ing melodiously on the harp, and in:
the years after St. Patrick brought
Christianity to Erin, Irish monks_

taught music to Western Burope. Ac-
cording to an English authority, har-
mony, counter-point, and the diatonic
scale were known and used in Ireland
one thousand years ago. After dwell-
ing on the wonderful folk-musie ofrin, Father Terry said that "Robin
Adair," popularly thought to be Scot-
tish, was really an old Irish air, ad-
mired by Handel, while Yankee Doo-
dle and Dixie were also borrowed from
Ireland. (I wonder what Uncle Samwill think of this.) Musicians and
music-lovers, his Reverence concluded,
have every reason to be grateful to Ire-
land. * * *
MONG a variety of interesting
things about the "native and im-

ported game" of the north, Mr. S
D.- Potter mentioned a curidus changein the swan family. Cygnets of the
Australian black swan. are pure white
at first, while young birds of the Euro-
pean white swan are black in their
early life. He pleaded powerfully too,for a stoppagé of "the fearful butch-
ery" of thé godwits who come here each
year from Siberia and aré being steail-
ily decimated. It is long now since I
shot any of these birds, but Mr. Pot-
ter’s appeal for the harmless little wan-
derer made me at least sign off fur
good. Let’s hope his plea fell on other
receptive ears.* & e

(jAPTAIN F. H. BILLINGTON’Stalk on the Irish who "fight like
devils for concilation, and hate each
other for the love of God," showed, for
a Sassenach, an astonishing insight into
Irish character. Tragedy and comedy
tread on each other’s heels in Hrin.
There was the story, for instance, of
the Galway gentleman challenged Dy
another, almost a stranger, whom be
had no recollection of insulting. The
duel took place, the Galway man was
winged, and the challenger, as custom
decreed, came up to shake hands with
the wounded man. "Tell me, now, why
did ye challenge me," the wounded man
asked. It was then, bending down,
that the successful marksman realised
there had been a mistake. "Och, be-
dad," said he "ye’re the ‘wrong wan
intirely. Faith, the man I wanted had
a glass eye!" And here is another as
an illustration of the Irish genius for
tact and displomacy. In a Parliamen-
tary election in Belfast an M.P. called
at a small house, and was mystified to
see a framed picture of the Pope on one
side of the best room faced by another
of King William crossing the Boyne.
"Well, now," the wife explained, "me
husband’s an Orangeman, an’ shure I’m
a good Catholic. We get on well
enough till on each Boyne Day me hus-
band goes out wid the Orangemen an’
gets drunk. Then he takes down his
Holiness an’ just jumps on him. So,
whin he’s in bed I takes down King
Billy, -bad scran to him, pawns: him,
buys a new Pope, then hands me man
the pawn ticket to get out his Billy
whin he can." ~
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AMONG the best items of the weekwere the contributions of the
Harmonisers, and on St. Pat's
Night, Miss Kay Christie. Her con-tralto voice is strong and pleasing, and
she has a_really wonderful enunciation. }

SELECTIMIY
PreciseSelectivity wasained at in designing Court-
enay Radio.
One dial reading ~ne sta-tionI Free from distortion
free from interferenceiriat' & that reception Jou
desire that's the recep-tionCourtenay gives.A8 surely a8 2 modern
steamship i8 confined to itscourseplanned on thechart,so18eachstationconfinedtoitg particular position ontheCourtenay dial_Obtain detailed information
from uS now.
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