Kriday, January 27, 1933,

y ‘ AND HOME JOURNAL.

-3
-

Sanders Cup Broadecasts
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3YA

A Gallant Seaman

b —

FR-OM 11 auao. on February 1 to 4,

inclusive, 8Y A will be relaying run-
ning descriptions of the Sanders Cup
yacht races, to be held this year on
Lyttelton Harbour,

It was with the object of perpetuat-
ing the name of one of the Dominion's
bravest sons that the Sanders Memorial
Cugrcontest was inaugurated, but it is
g{sé;tful whether many know anything

Y the man whose memory they com-
memorate,

1t is now over fourteen years since
Lieutenant-Commander V. E. Sanders,
v.¢, D.8.0, RN.R., went down with
hig ghip in the Atlantic on a dark and
stormy night in August, 1817, and “left
his name to be ingeribed imperishahly
on the same roll of naval history where
stand the nameg of Blake and Nelson.”

In 1915 Sanders volunteered his ser-
vices to the Royal Navy, but received
no acknowledgement of his offer, Xe
then wotked his passage to BEngland,
and applied to the Admiralty for a job
to serve his couniry. He was given
the rank of sub-lieutenant and sgent to
Falmouth to learn gunnery.

He was an apt pupil, and eight
months after receiving his first commis-
slon was promoted to the rank of lieu-
tenant-commander, a very remarkable
achievement due to outstanding ability.

He wag appointed second in command
of HLM.S, Sabina, and shortly after.
ward was giver command of
O.M.8, Prize, with headguarters at
the naval base at Milford Haven. The
Prize was a decoy schooner, with auxil-
iary power, and her principal work was

the score which forms the best guide to
his ecomposition. Smetana’'s desecrip-
tion is as follows: “Two springs well
up in the depths of the Bohemian for-
est; the one warm and sparkling, and
the other cool and still. Rippling gaily
over the rocks, these two streamlets
unite and flow together wunder the
glistening rays of the morning sun. The
swiftly flowing forest brook flows into
a viver, the Ultava (e, the Moldan)—
and as it flows through the meadows of

¢hemia at last becomes a mighty
A:ar, It flows through dense for-
¢fs, where the merry bustle of the bunt
and the horns of the huntgman are
heard; it flows through rich pastures
and plaing where to the joyful gtraing
of song and dance, a wedding festival is
being held. At night under the light
of the moou, the nymphs of the woods
and water sport on its shining waves,
on which the towers and eastles of the
ancient nobles and warriors—the sole
relies of a glorious past—are brightly
reflected. Arrived st the rapids of St.
Johann, the stream, bursting into cata-
racts through the rocks, finds its way
to the broadest part of the river's bed,
and thence sweeps majestieally past
Prague, where it is greeted by the
venerable fortress of Visehead (the
citadel built by the Duchess Iubusea
in the ninth century), and then dis-
appearg in the far distance from the
mind's eye of the poet.” The concert
orchesgtra under Mons, de Roge will play
this interesting composition at 4¥YA on
Sunday, February 0.

to sail, disguised as a merchant vessel,
into- that part of the Atlantie where
it was known that German submarines
were ‘carrying on their deadly work.
The object was to decoy the submarines
into attacking the schooner, allowing
them to approach to point-blank range,
then, uncovering masked guns, to sink
them with a salvo. '

* On April 80, 1917, the Prize sighted
a submarine about two miles off the
port beam at about 820 p.m. The sub-
marine, under the command of vom
Spiegler, opened fire on the Prize,
whick put her motor out of action,
wrecked the wireless room, and caused
much external damage, besides letting
a great deal of water into the ship.

Throughout thig terrible punishment
Sanders and his men remained under
cover at their concealed guns. Then,
when the submarine stopped firing,
Sanders put some of theé men overboard,
and appeared to have abandoned his
ship in an attempt to decoy the Ger-
man submarine alongside. With one or
two of his officers, Sanders bhid him-
¢elf behind the guns.

When the U-boat came’ within a dis-
tance ¢? SO0 yards, Sanders unmasked
the guns, and, with the first shot of
the for'ard gun, blew the conning tower
of the submarine overboard. This was
not before the submarine had fired
both her guns and wounded several
more of the crew of the Prize. San-
derg then gank the submarine, and row-
ed out in a canvgs boat, taking the
German commander prisoner along with
the engineer.

The commander of the submarine
was 50 impressed with the conduct of
the Prize’s crew that when éxamined
afterward, he said he did not consider
it any disgrace to be beaten by the
Prize, and that he could not have be-

_Heved 1t possible for a ship’s company

to be imbued with such splendid dis-
cipline to stand the shelling with which
he gubjected the schooner withott make
ing any sign that would give away her
true eharacter.

Lieutenant-Commander Sanders’s
gallantry on this occaslon earned him
the Vietoria Cross, and many decora-
tions were awarded to the officers and
crew. By his fellow naval officers at
Milford Haven he wag presented with
a Jjewelled sword, and due recognition
was also made by the civie authorities.

How Sanders Died,

During the afternoon of August 14,
1917, the Prize was again in action
with an enemy submarine, but on this
occasion she was not able to put the

‘U-boat out of effective action, Prac-

tically submerged, the submarine fol-
lowed the Prize until nightfall, and
then torpedoed her., All hands went
down with the gallant little ship,

It is fitting that Sanders’s memory
should be kept green among the yachts-
men of New Zealand, and the owner
of the winning yacht each year may
well be satisfied to see the name of
hig craft engraved npon the beauttiful
memento of one-of New Zealand's na-

flonal heroes,
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