. we lay with hardly a8 move,
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) That
had evidently met a friend

orsal fin of ‘a ‘big shark. -
Cr'oc.

 and was not anxiouns to renew the
© acquaintance.

¢ Thete are many croco-
diles or alligators in the South Seas,
especially in the Solomon Island and
New, Guinea groups.
It was the third day of the calm, and
It seem-
ed as if all nature had gone to sleep—
no wind, only an occasional loung swell
telling of some disturhance thousands
of miles away. The glass was steady;
too steady; it seemed as if we had got
into a place where there was never
any wind or movement.

Away in the distance to the nor’ard,
from aloft we ecould occasionally raise
the tops of the coconut trees on Vai-
tupu, that tor of a submarine moun-
tain much highér'than Mount Ever-
est. Two bhundred yards from the
reef at Vaitupu the water is one hun-
dred fathoms deep, and one mile out it
is 3200 fathoms deep, so it can be seen
that this must be one of the highest
submarine mountains of the world, just
poking its extreme top out of the water.

T was lying down in nyy eabin in the
afj,sernoon watceh wlen the native bo’sun
cffled me. . “Come on deck, Ariki,
pletity devil fish, big felln, tvo. By
crilbey, he the big folla,”

I went on deck and witnessed somes
thing which probably no white man
ud ever seen before, and which sciens

* tists would have given untold wealth to
see, Where before nothing had Deen in
sight, the whole face of the ocean for
about one square mile was now thickly
vovered with slowly-moving monstrous

© forms,

“Whot are they, bo'sun?’ T asked;
and as if they heard my voice, two
large forms each erected fully ten feet
from the water a huge pair of arms.

» rOctopus,” said 1.
“Devil fish,” replied the bo'sun, and
in truth they looked like it.

Ag if by signal hundreds of the
same huge forms followed suit. and the
sight was weird and strange. Hundreds
of slowly-moving arms waved grot-
esquely and nncertainly in the air, and
as they advanced toward the ship, the
sight wasg awe-nspiring. It was in-
deed the schooling of the octopi.

1 had no fear that they would attack
the ship—she was too big. They. conld
do her no harm, aund in a pineh we
could lock ourselves im. Out of their
clement they were bharmless, but in
their own element. the water, they
were indeed formidable and dangerous
enemies. They came around the ship:
and soon we were the centre of those

wildly-waving arms and buge bodies, .

It was a weird sight, Thousands of
octopi,. the smailest ten feet long, and
some with arms twenty feet loug and
a@;‘l]thick at the base as a2 maw’s body,

“Tuge devilish-looking eyes larger
than ordinary saucers glared male-
volently at the ship. I had ordersd
the native crew to keep auway in their
quarters, and we watched them from
a4 safe vantage. We noticed that some-
times ome would put his arms op the
ship, but it was ibstantly withdrawn,
as if there was something in the dry
wood to repel the slimy limbs of the
mouster, S )

The whole school had passed away
from the ghip about four hundred
yards and about. four points on the
starboard bow. when—"*Good God, look
astern,” guddenly yelled the mate, and
running aft we saw a wild and mar-
vellous sight. The ocean astern of
us was alive with swiftly-moving forms,
some of stupendous size. Thrashing
the sen as they came and even throw-
ing their huge forms c¢lean out of

_seene,
“Klilers, attracted no doitbt by the dis-

The Battle of the Monsmfs:i

» ‘ {Continued from page 1.)

the water in their excitement, they
tore wildly along. On they came, and
turning to the octopi we noticed =a
wave of excitement pass over the
school, and thousands of huge arms
were erected and started to thrash the
water. B

Then all at once the baitle - com-
menced. FHuge forms sixty to eighty
feet long threw themselves inte the
scliool and the water wus lashed fo
fury, There was licll to pay. The
octopi bad heen attocked by a large
school of &perm whales, This is the
largest and most vicious whale knowl,
and the only whale that is feared by
whalers. Rushing af the octopi with
ineredible speed, the cetaceang ripped
and tore the hnge forms to pieces with
incredible rapidity. - TInge forms berelt
of their arms squirmed by, aud stiil
lavger forms leapk out of the water,
their entire bulk showing in the wmad
attack. o

There must have been vver {wo huu-
dred sperm whales, and pundemonium
raged. Tor over a. square mile the
Dbattle raged. The huge glistening forms
of the sperms as they charvged, bit, and
erunched their opponents to pleces, the
sea lashed to fury, the wildly-moving
arms and legs of the octopi as they
thrashed the whales, the thud of the
blows inflicted, - the rvony of the Dbull
whales, made a. scene and pandemoni-
nm that was indeseribable. Then &
new and fercer element entered the
Shoals of shatks and whale-

turbance, attacked the octopi. These
the octopi had a small chance with, but
occasionally one could see the writhing
body of a shark twelve or fourteen feet
Jong held firmly aloft in the arms of
some luge octopus. Killer whules at-
tacked all indiscriminately, showing no
favour to any, and the slaughter must

‘have been rerrible.

There was one grim fight that tovok
place very close to the ship. Oue lhinge
whale, about seveniy feet long, had

Deen eut, out of the crowd Iy a school

of Kkillers, who made a common cause
against him. MNurrounded by merciless
enemies who attacked him from all
sides. he pot up a marvvellous fight,
Rushing with open jaws armed witl
teeth at least one foot long, he soon
put two of the killers out of action.
One he had nearly ent in two—thut one
was out of it, and very soon was fleat-
ing arvound dead, The other had at-
tempted to fasten on to the lower jaw
of the whale. but mistaking his dig-
tance, he crashed into the open jaws of
(he sperm, which immediately closed on
him. That was auother one out. Never
still one moment, the big bull whale
charged and bit and crunched. Thrash-
ing the water with his huge tail, and
roaring in his rage. he put up # lovely
fight, He was a hero, but the odds
were aguinst him. )

Throwing themselves clean out of
the swater, these big whale kiilers
would soon come down with all their
weight on top of the big whale, and so
soon knocked the wind ouf of him, TUn-
derneuath and around him were dozens
of other killers biting, ripping, and tear-
ing. Soon they had got his huge
flukes, and as he half turned over they
could be seen hanging on to him like
savage dogs on to a kill. Farassed
and bitten and torn from below, and

-merciless foes.

Degten and flailed from above, the poor

old whale was having 2 monkey and .

o parvot time. - He was outnumbered
and outpointed, - and there was only
one end for him. As he rolleq over
defeated I raised my hat to him in
vespectful homage to an unconquerable
spirit. )

Still the main battle raged. Doubt-
less the octopl were getting ithe worst
of it, for {hey had no weanon that
could help thewn against tliese savage,
But they were game
also, Though ugly and vile in every
respeet, they had no fear. Nlowly it
dawned on them that they were being
beaten, and so they did the only thing
possible,

Suddenly tley sank, and sharks and
killers disapypeared with  them. I¢
wias a weird sight to see about 200
whales sound at once.  Only the sperm
whales could follow them to their cav-
erhous refreats, where no doubt the
remnang recovereg from their many
wounds.,  All of ihe whales save two
had disappeared, and another one had
cvidently got more than he could swal-
low., TRotnd and roung in ever lessen-

“ing cirvcles hie wadly raced, and ay we

sprang aloft to waleh, we saw him stop
and slewly roll over. Then. he tried
to right himself, but he could. not
manage it, and he rolled over on his

gide, Threshing the sew with his huge
tail for u little while, le finally lay
still.

Thousands, , perhaps  milliens,
Dirds had been attracted to the wcenc.
amt were Teasting on the remains of
many ovtopi that were Hoaling around,
QOue .Jarge booby had settled on the
body of a huge octopus which, though
maimed sl mangled and unable  to
move, still retained some smuall vestige
of life. The bird attempted to pick
the large six-inch eye of the octopus
to pieces, but therc must have been
something compelling in its gaze, for
the bird staggored Dback with startled
cries and fHew away. .

A breeze springing up, e sailed over
the battlefield in which fhe m_z‘limed
and mangled corpses of {he gctopt were
still floating, and we had a good look
at the sperm whale,  Iuside his huge
mouth and protruding from it was the
hge body of oue of the vetopi, We put
out the heat, and when we had satistied
ourselves that the octopus way  not
alive, we made a closer inspection.

The whule bad evidently been chok-
eod 10 deatl. for the hnge nwouth was
open to its fullest extent, and jammed
open by the body and legs of a hage
octopus of which half completely filled
the mouth, "Phe other half which hid
prevented the huge jaws from closing
was squirming ouiside. It was a curi-
ous sight, and the legs. one on euch

gide of the jaw, were locked together

over the huge hend of the whale. Ile
had been choked to death, and, lay
there fvod for ever-increasing flocks of
pirds and scheols of sharks and killers
that were gathered around.

I think we go, Arikl”. said the
pative bo’sun. as one huge killer sidled
up alongside our boat ang looked with
wicked eyes at us.

“I think s0, too. bo'sun.” said 1, and,
sniting the action to the word, e
pulied for the schoouer.  And go end-
ed the greatest batile of the gianty of
the sewt Lhat I had ever witnessed in
all my voyuages in the Seven Seas,
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Verse

N this 1ittle book of ‘vevpen hy

Now Zealend writops will - be
Tound much +¢hat is  intexesting,
vital, and of & fresh =and candid
eharm. It is n collection of poems
that have gppeared inm the “New
Zealand Radic Record,” where A
columu is develed every fovtnight
to the criticism and publication of
original verse chosen on & comipotis
tive basis,
¥

Many requests have been vecsived
ihat the verses should be publlshed
in wmore permanent Torm than that
aftorded by the columng of & weakly
newspaper, and, in the hope that

. its gontents will meet with « respon=
sive weleome, this volume of verses
that have appeared in the “Record”
during the past fwo and a-half
years is. offered to all whe are ins
terested in poetry itpelt, and alse
in the evolution of the literdatute of
ihig young land.

The volume consists of &0 pages,
well printed on the best hand-
finished paper, comprising poeins of
merit from some of the best known
and most able versifiers of the Do~
minion,
rising poets whoese work will be
{found ot especial interest.

- Many of the poemsg have THeen
sultably and artistically jllustrated,
anst the volume at the modest price

. asked will make, it §s felt, » unigue
appeal to - the literary-minded o%
ihose in doubt as to what gift is
suitable for Christmas,

Availab’e all Booksellers

" Record

BOX 1 052, WELLI NGT ON,

and a proportion of the
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