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- & universal langnage would g0 a long
“way in the prevention of war, but the

idmstance of South Ameriea, which hag

+hiad its share of battle, almost disproves
the contention. This, and the fact that
warlike activitles have kept the whole

P the continent mear the straight apd
narrow path, and furnished each re-
public with & virility that predicts fu-
ture greatness, is fairly emphatic con-
temporary evidence, that  moonbeams
dor’t make a very solid foundation for
a. matton., - :

* LW ®

WHEN‘ Nagel got busy with the ball
‘77 in the ericket match at Melbourne,
Bngland. versus Victoria, many Hsten-
ers, knowing My. Drummond‘s prowess
" in flapnels and his enthusiasm for the
“king of all games, heard more of 2% A3
Drogramme than they otherwise would
have done, Just in cage anything fur-
ther relatlve to the match became
known at the studio, All the British

_ Empire, white, blaclk, and brown, waited
expectantly for details of. that match,

while the rest of the world remained in -

blissful ignorance of the fact that broad-

casting in Australia had heen TeSPonRe
- ible for a whole lot of work being left
. wundone, .

. New Zvealand Verse

orreaimeimsis

Favourable Reception

'I'B® attractive boolk of poems, issued
) under the title of “Gift Book of
New Zealand Verse,” has met with a
Jparticularly favourable reception from
‘the public. This is exemplified by the
following extracts from congratulatory
jetters received :—

“It is indeed a charming composi-
tion, and besides being an eloguent evi-
dence of fine taste, is also a restorative
£0 one's somewhat pessimistic goul, as
at times it seems ag though the younger
generation has no poetry in its composi-
tion, Your book disproves this, and one
rejoices that so much sensibility, charm
and talent exist in our young land.”

“The external appearance of the little
" - book glone dld much to refresh me,
The. whole thing is a fitting materiatiss.
.tion of a fine iden.. I sincerely hope
farther compilations will he made from
time fo time” S
- “L wish to congratulate vou on the
. ‘Book of Verse’ It is a gem.”
. “The book is splendid. I am proud

" fo 'be included In such good company.”
. *“Ihe verses are 4 eredit to New Zeae
- lgndr o o :

. “Burprisingly varied both in stvie

and matter,” = . L

. “A charming small volume, and does
. ‘Tot-contain one dry item from cover to
- eover”’ . :

-“A splendid production

- money, and well got up.”
o %A most attractive booklet, hich
“will be highly treasured hy all inter-

for v the

-ested 1o beautiful literary expression,” .

“A charming collection which I shall
always prize’
This book is ideally suitable for pre-
- - sentation as a Christmas gift, and a
strong demand is Delng - experienced.
Coples may be obtained from leading
-, ‘booksellers at the price of 2/6, or from
" the Radie Puplishing Company, “Do-

* minlon” Bullding, Wakefield Street,

‘Wedlington. -

Optimism”
Y.M.C.A.
Optimists’ Club,
Assisted by
| Trank Crowther

and his

‘Novelty
' Orchestra
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Ultra Short Waves

oot

Experimental Broadcasts

PSSO

EXPERIMENTAL transmissions on

the very short wavelengths, around
seven metres, dre at present being con-
ducted in Australia, TLittle is known
of the qualities and peculiarities of
these low . waves, which differ enor-
mously from those of the band between
200 and 575 metres, on which the usnal
broadeasts take place. They are also
quite distinet in their action from the

_ordinary short waves of 20 to 80 meires,

on-which long distance communieation
is usnally conducted.

Tivery Sunday programmes for world-
wide reception are broadeast from Pen-
nant Hills, Sydney, on 4 wavelength of
28.5 metres. These programmes are
now being radiated also on % metres
in order to determine the -range of
ultra short waves. It msy be found
that they are only effective within the
comparatively limited range of abont

200 miles,

It hasg
missions on 7 metres are peculiarly free
of the effect of static and there ig little
or no fading in the signals. The sug-
gestion has been made that these ulira

- short waves may prove useful for pire-

Iy loeal broadeast serviees for ligteners
within g limited range. :

-—

Atilstralian,,Li‘cense Figures

I\T the Commonwealth of Australia
there are 890,552 licensed listeners,
repregenting 5,97 per cent..of the popu-
lation. New Sotth Wales heads . the
list with 150,415 listeners, and Vietoria
is next with 145,318, New Zealand has
78,600 listeners, constituting 54 per
cent, of the population, L ‘

~ tion,

been mnoticed that trans--

~ Voices in the Sky

' RA.DIO ‘has played a big part in mak-

‘ing the airways safe. The constant

been done away with completely, tfox
he is constantly in touch wifh his base.
Aciually there are three main tasgks
undertaken by radio.in airway opera-
In the first place it acts as does
the signalling system  of g railway,
messages flashing constantly from one
air-port to another, reporting the ar-
rival or departures of aireraff on their
scheduled fAlghts; and thiz ground-sig-
nalling is reinforced by messages from
machines which are actually in the air,
thus enabling the traffic controller to

“plot out the position of such eraft while

they are en route between stations.
This means that there are two
cheeks, always, upon the movements of
aircrafi-one at frequent intervals
while they are in flight, and the other
a8 they arrive at, or depart from, the
various air-ports along a route.

Weénther Reporis,

ANOTHER of the tasks of wireless is

te transmit from station to station
those reports as to the weather which
it iy essential should be at the disposal
of pilots hefore they begin thelr filights;
and in this respect the ineteorological
and wireless departments co-operate so
efliciently that messages now flagh con-
stantly along our main air lines, giving
immediate news of any weather changes
which may be in progress; while even
after he had studied, just before as-
cending, the conditions ahead along his
route, and while he is actually in fiight
with his passengers, mails, and freight,
o pilot has only to call up on hig wive~
less telephone to be given last-nEinute
reports as to the local weather existing
at the point at which he is scheduled
to alight. -

Thus not only when he is on the

ground, but also when he is up in the
air, a watchful weather bureaun, rely-
ing upon wireless for its rapid com-
munication, is ever at the airman’s ger-
vice, . :

Positions Always Available, -

NOR does this complete its task, be-

canse one of the greatest boons it
confers on pilofs is its power, at any
time required, to tell them their posi-
tion when they are. flying above cloud
or fog, or to give them wireless beat-
ing upon any statiom toward which
they may be flying, Constantly are
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- efficacious.

- of these wireless posts.

King’s Broadecast

First Direct Talk to the
' Empire

the Empire during the special pro-
gramme on the afternoon of Christ-
mas Day. This will be radiated by all
transmitters of the British Broadeast-
ing Corporation ag well ag from the
new Empire Broadeasting Station,

The King will speak from Sandring-
ham, Norfolk, where he and” the Queen
are to spend Christmas,.

This will be his Majesty’s first broad-

T'HE King will broadeast a message to -
~anxiety of the pilot In bad weather has

cast talk direct to the nation, as previ-

ously he hag been heard on the wire-
less only when attending functions, On
this occasion he will probably speai
from hig study, ) &
A record will be taken which will¥e
broadeast to those parts of the Empire
which do not hear his actual worls,
and it is ealculated that some hundreds

of millions throughout t;z,e‘Empire will v

thus hear his voice,
S e,

ground operators. listening for ths
volees that come to them out of the
sky, and by guick and acenrdte worlk.
ing between stations—each of ~which
takes bearings upon the signals from
the aeroplane—a pilot who may have
been flylng for some time above cloud
or fog, and who wants to check his
position in relatlon to the ground he

cannot see below, ean obtain the in-..

formation he needs in Jass than a
minute from the moment when, say,
ke calls up
any other main station.

The method is as simple as it iz
Any two stationg located

the London air-port, or

At some distance from each other, and -

which may be engaged in sucli an opera-
tion, both listen to the distant plane,
obtaining individual bearings which
tell them the point in the sky from
whieh, so far ag they are esch eoncern-
ed, the signals emanate, Then ' the
operator at one of the two stations
plots out both these bearings on a big
map, and the distant spot at which
they meet, and which may be some-
where, say, above mid-Channel, is the

point where the. geroplane ig fiving at

the moment,

In Constani Touch.
()X the long-distance’ Fmpire sifn

- lines wireless is & romanece as well -

as a selence. Along the 6000 miles
African route, for example, 17 stations

now keep in touch with aireraft n-

flight, and even when they are ‘high

over -tropical -forests remote from: .

civilisation the pilots of the air mail
are in constant touch with one or other
It is the

ability to employ such aids ag these, -

particularly when an airway is operq:-
ing in difReult sweather, which may
mean ail the difference between main-

taining a service to schedule or being -

obliged to cancel or delsy it. Without

radio and meteorology it would, in
fact, be impossible for Imiperial Air-
ways, even with their skilled pilots,

and big dependable multi-enginey craft, -

to maintain as they do on an all-thee
year-round basis' a reliability which.
- now stands at a figure as high ag 947
- per cent, - S .



