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T= haraly seems right that Miss Dova |

"~ “West should reserve her finest talk
“for the limited range of a B station,
. but so.it. happened, and listeners: were
“fortunate if they tunped io 2ZW last
~ Saturday evening. ~ In ' this ftalk,
© eiititled ~“Great  Personalities and
 Powers,”. Miss West excelled "herself.
There was deep significance’in the story
of Her niiecé who, at Madame Tussaud’s
waxworks, had her attention drawn to
an effigy of the Kaiser, and whose en-
_quiring ming prompted her to ask,
“Who kwas He?” Prior to Jeaving Lon-
“don oné of the leading journals con-
ducted. a plebiscite among its readers,
irr which they were asked to name the
six greatest men of the world. Up to
tlie time of her departure the first two
places had been:filled by dJesus of
- Nazareth and Buddha, and there was
. profound import the speaker thought,
in sueh a selection, made by the. people
of the business -capital of the world.
' In making -a list herself Miss West
\iaid that she could not distitrb the first
{wo, whose religious teachings had
established harmony - almost univer-
‘sally. In making the next .addition
Mrs. West considered that Julius
Caesar should be given the place. He
“had given Britain law and this had
- infiltrated throughoui the world., Next
~ in her gpeculative preference she would
place Oliver Cromwell, who hail given
us the liberty that all the world claims
“to-day, and after him Miss West would
place Tincoln, who also disposed of the
- tyrant. ‘The speaker was dubious of
- her selection, following the first fwo,
. as §0 Many great names arose in hey
~.memory, but what of the last in such
& ‘Yimited number? What of all the
_grent philosophers, Plato, Aristotle, So-
_.crates, ‘the great physicians and  the
seientists, Darwin whe dared to open
the book of truth, what of the great
litterateurs—could Will - Shakespeare
fiot be given a place, or what of ‘Charlie
- Chaplin, who has made the whole world -
- fuill -of joy? Miss . West's speculations
in’tHe Pantheon weré a few moments
_that will be long remembered. ; *
tot ok 2:&.' ,#‘ o
IN ‘his lecturette, “Films and the Life
 of a Nation,” Mr. J, J. 8. Cornes
(3YA) said that while he did nét pose
as ‘an authority on the subject, every-
- ‘ong would Tecognise that there was a
common-sense attitude that should be
“f4aken with regard to the cinema. In
[his-survey he was not concerned syith
“ihe ethics of anembers of Parliament
owning theatres or whether-the com-
mercial or educative interests. should
predominate.  Now and again some
placid magistrate was stitved fo wrath
"1y -5 pastor, but generally there was
-an irongclad morality = about pletures:
" that did ot reflect actual life, . HEven

hearty laughs. . Mr, Xloyd
talented players have mever done any-
‘thing better. :More please! o
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presented at our shop,

on affected parts.”

, KFI Powder
“IBORAX” and “Glycerine,” two radio fans in a New Plymouth
chemist’s shop, send the following, which has been awarded

For skin troubles, etc., a local doctor is in the habit of pre-
scribing Bismuth Formic Iodide powder,
is always abbreviated to B.F.I. powder.
however, read as follows — ,
“K.F.I. powder, send one tin. Directions : To be dusted

On receiving this, “Borax” and “Glycerine,”
two aerial masts had recently appeared at the doctor’s house, smiled
at the slip, dispensed what was really intended, and thought it was
an excellent chance to win five shillings.

which cumbersome name
A prescription recently |

remembering that

Tom Mix, the colossal ignoramus with
a Croesns income, who felt it a
pounden “dooty” to continue opera-
tions becanse he was the idol of the
infantile, did not reflect realism. De-
spite the private lives and the living
hypocrisy of Mollywood stars, Ifolly-
wood's theme in all productions was
the triumph of righteousness over sin.
There wag a tedious monotony of the
wrong-doer ending on the scaffold, and

‘the loose woman’s restoration to sane-

tity at the penitent form, that gives
2 misshapen outlook upon life. In the
Russian pleture “The Road to Life”
was something xeal which portrays
with dynamic drama the rehabilita-
tion of the unclaimed waifs of tender
vears, that were born of the revolu-
tion. This is an episode of Red Russia
that is real Raussia, in which pathos
and humonr are finely bhandled in
expounding Tolstoyan ethics:

_All Europe and America has seen
this production, but said Mr. Cornes,
“while- the Government of this. be-
nighted country persists in the pie-
ture’s exclusion from New Zealand, he
and otbers interested must perforce be
content with reading of the master-
plece.” All reports extol the wonder-
ful photography which discards Holly-
wood marcelles and rouge, and the

_utter truth and realism that makes

thiy historical screening something
worthwhile in the. ecinema world.

A timely winner was the production
irom- 2YA, by Mr. Vietor Lloyd and
Company of the comedy “The Spori
of Kings.” There wasn't anything
royal about the leading character of
the play. unless he .could be dubbed
the “King. of Wowsers” when he
would be easily an odds-on favourite,
Many of thaf ilk are among us, and
no doubt a few of the ultra conscien-
tions switched off, very few perhaps,
but T'm gure a great number had many,
and his

not a perfect omne

HEN speaking from 3YA on “The

World Agricultural Crisig” Mr.
Norton Francis mentioned that the
North Island wag agitated Dby the
wheat duties, and in extenusation of
the present legilation drew attention
to. the wheat bounty granted by the
British Government. The analogy is
by any means.
Creditor nations may with a certain
amount of impunity over-ride sound
economic laws, but New .Zealand, be-
ing very deep in pawn, cannot afford
permanently to bolster up a rickety
business that foéats largely by voting
power. The annual increase in popu-
lation of the South Island indicates a
moribung state, and as atated by Mzr.
Francis, the peoples with the highest
standard of living are gradually but

-definitely ‘reducing their consumptiosn

of wheaten produects, it would. seem- the
industry is moribund teo. If New
Zealand relied on wheat to pay inter-
est on foreign loanps, there might be
a temporary excuse for the legisiative
manipulation of economic laws, but
seeing that poultry and pigs need the
produce, that enlightened people are
discarding, amnd poultry .and pigs 40
help to pay “Uncle,” the North Island
has ample cause for complaint.

* @ &

TITI the thrill and excitement of’

personal exploits, often within the
enémy’s lines and always in danger

of capture and death, I'm sure no

series of talks has captured the atten-
tion of listeners more thin the Secret
Service storiex of Major John Lewis,
from 2YA. = Recounted as they were
with the modesty that characterises 2
very gallant gentleman, whose patri-
ofism wis a consuming flame that
welcomed hardship and ill- health in

. righteous cause, lsteners’ appetites

liave been whetted, and it is to be
hoped 'that Major Lewis will resume

. the-'series in the near future. -

QYA broke fresh ground last week

with ‘{woe prograpimes of out-
standing merit and originality. The
“Tvening With Royalty” on Wednes-
day was one “out of the box” and ai-
forded striking evidemce of what can
be done with gramophone records
when handled by a “producer” who
knows his job. It is safe to assume
that had these records heen merely
presented without a theme, or, in other
words, as a “miscellaneous programme
of recordings.” they would probably
have fallen flat, but, handled as they
were by “Mr. Heigh-Two,” they provid-
ed a delightful -evening’s . entertain-
ment. At eight o’clock I had no in-
tention of lstening to the whole pro-
gramme, but the method of presemta-
tion kept my interest and I svould be
surprised to learn that it dig mnot do
so with many thousand others. Few
listen to the full ecourse of a broadeast
programme merely because of dull pre-
sentation and it will one day be rea~
lised by broadcasters that announcers
should be encouraged to display-origin-'
ality, personality ang versatility and
not be vestricted to the fermal *¥ou
are now to hear Peter Dawson—bass-
baritone,”  The redundauncy of regu-
lar announcements has often made
every listener in the land switch off.
ITow many thousand times are we to
hear again that Peter Dawson is a
bass-baritone?
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THE‘ radio journey through southern
Ingland accompanied by “Mr.
Ileigh-ho"” on Sunday evening was &
highly original programme and re-
freshing. It mmnst have awakened
pleasant memories in the minds = of
many listeners who know Iintimately
{he various spots touched upon by the
“courier.” More programmes Upon
these lines, which incidentally cost the
board nothing, will go a long way in .
furthering the popularity of radio with’
those who find fault with local talent
and “miscellaneous programmes,” who
have no-character or sustaining inter~
est.  Sooner or later broadcasting
authorities both in New Zealand and
Australia will realise that radio pro-.

grammes to achieve a  hundred per - -

cent. success, must be regarded as 2
medinm of expression for a; fully quali-
tied “producer.” In the world of the
“rmovie” entertainment the. producer
ranks as equally important, 4f not.
actnally more important, than the per-
former. This fact is not only receg- -
nized, it plays a major part in the
marketing of a produetion. The pro-
Qucer ig widely advertised and picture -
patrons ~ select their entertainment
largely from the name of the producer.
Tt iz not ineonceivable that one day
radio programmes will be announced
and advertised as “a —— production.”
»* A » .
"THE comments of Dr. Stuckey, -of
{he Maekenzic Memorial IXospital,

‘Tientyin, North Ching, at the Rotary -



