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how many homes still harbour an old
coal range which has now fallen into
complete disuse but is still allowed to
occupy valuable space and to create a
necessity for additional cleaning. ‘The
women of the house alone know the
amount of work that is necessary in
their kitchens, and while they struggle
on in badly arranged, poorly-equippedkitchens, lacking in many desirable
features, even they do not realise how
much labour could be saved by a
properly considered re-arrangement ofbuilt-in cupboards, drawers, bins and
so on. One has only to see a fully
equipped modern kitchen to realise the
possibilities of doing something

with
one’s own kitchen. If the out-of-date
cooker is not giving satisfaction, every
effort should be made to replace it, as
the welfare of the entire family de
pends on this important piece.of. equipment. The kitchen sink may be con
siderably worn and needs replacing
with a larger sink bench formed of one
of the many materials suitable for the
purpose. More effort should be putforward to make the kitchen not only
.easier to work in but brighter to work
in, and intelligent use of colours with
modern enamelled wall finishes, can
help a lot in thi§ direction. The kit
‘¢hen should be adequately lit in the
working places, and, if possible, the
windows should open on to a pleasant
outlook. Any money expended on im
"provements in the kitchen will repay
large dividends. The laundry, too,
ould probably stand rejuvenation.
The jold tubs have probably outlived
their usefulness and should be replaced
with new ones. Those people who
have used a good washing machine have
-come to regard it as one of their most
treasured possessions, and it is cer
tainly a great help in this most labori
ous of weekly tasks. But even if the
‘installation of a washing machine is
thought to be too large an item, the
washing copper should be subjecte: tothe closest scrutiny to see that it is
doing its job properly. Some of the
elder ones are badly cracked and are
falling apart, actually representing afire risk. They should be repaired or
replaced with a convenient gas copper,
or other of the more modern coppers,
which takes up less space and does the
job more efficiently than the old. one.Proper facilities for ironing should be
made available in every home. Suit
able ironing benches or ironing boards
ean: be arranged in the best position
for their work.
‘One thing which oldhomes uniyversal
Jy lack is sufficient of the right kind of
‘cupboard space. Every home shouldhave a linen cupboard large enough for‘all ‘linen requirements. It should
have-a conveniently’ located broom
cupboard large enough to take care ofall brooms and other cleaning gear. It
is very useful to have some storage
space for suitcases, hatboxes and.other
necessary accessories which are used
"only, at infrequent intervals, and, if
possible, every bedroom should have‘at least one and, better still, two or
three, built-in wardrobes. In: many
eases this last requirement has heen
met by building out an obstruction
which leayes an open space above the
wardrobe as a permanent dust ledge.This is most undesirable as a little
consideration could have probably
overcome the difficulty by arranging
wardrobes in adjacent rooms so that
they finish neatly flush with the wall
‘on both sides.
Turning to the bathroom and _toilet
equipment. we: find that: many old
homes are sadly deficient in this re

ee
spect. With the new developmentsin all kinds of plumbing equipment, it
is possible to make a much better job
of the bathroom than has been the case
in the past. A complete transforma-
tion can be effected in this important
room with the use of new equipment
more conveniently installed, the re-
moval of unsightly pipes and _ old-
fashioned fittings and the substitution
of bright chromium-finished flush
valves, taps, ete. The bathtub can be
built into a recess and much awkward
cleaning can be avoided. A shower in-
stalled over the tub or in a separate
recess would be appreciated by most
of the family. There are many mater-
jals. offering for. recovering the. bath-
room floor, most of which are eminent-
ly suitable, being inpervious to water,rere ne Tene ren Tir tit iit iit iit iil i) tit ait tit it TT Tit 7

easy to clean and attractive in appear-
ance, All kinds of coloured cement
compositions, terrazzo preparations,
rubber tiles or matting, cork tiling or
gay and modern linoleums are_ still
available for choice, and most of them
are quite easy and inexpensive to install
over an existing floor. A wide range
of materials is also offering for the
walls. Several kinds of plaster sheets
in smooth finished or imitation tiles,
real plaster on metal lath or real tiles,
white or in colour, or combination of
these, offer unlimited possibilities. And
again the intelligent use of colour in
hygienic enamel and lacquer finishes,
provides plenty of scope for decorative
purposes, not to mention gay washable
papers and other wall coverings. When
modernising the bathroom advantage
should be taken to install the small
built-in or screwed-on fittings which are
so necessary to real convenience. Suf-
ficient towel rails, a glass shelf for vari-
ous oddments, soap holders, tumbler
and toothbrush holders, clothes hooks
as well as a good‘sized wall cupboard
with mirrored door, should all prove
worthy of consideration.
The general appearance of the in-
side of the home is naturally to be con-
sidered at the time any renovations are
made: Repapering. of the various
rooms in some of the many artistic and
inexpensive wallpapers being offered at
the present time would do a great deal
toward modernising the place generally,
Perhaps you would like to have taste-
ful fibrous plaster ceilings in the prin-:
cipal rooms or other forms of. ceiling
treatment with cornices or beams. ‘The
old-fashioned woodwork finish with its.
complicated mouldings which are only
dust gatherers, could be removed and
simpler woodwork substituted. Many
new stain, paint, and lacquer finishes
are available to offer an unlimited
ehoice in colour combinations. .
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Very few old homes have sufficient
electrical outlets to meet present-day
requirements or the existing outlets
may not be arranged in the best places
for their greatest usefulness. A care-ful overhaul of the existing equipment
would suggest additional facilities in
convenient locations for floor, desk,
reading lamps, radios, and the many
other items of electrical equipment
which ‘are the benefits of living in a
scientific age. . To make the utmost
use of this helpful handmaiden, elec-
tricity, it is necessary to have an ade-
quate supply of utility plug points
wherever they may be required through-
out the house. The cost of their in-
stallation is negligible compared with
the convenience of their use. The ad-
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vantages of gas or electric hot water
services are well appreciated by all
those who-haye installed them. They
are particularly suitable for those
homes which have been dependent on
the coal range now out of use.- It is
a simple and inexpensive matter to in-
stall one of the many types of modern
storage cylinders to supply existing
services, or where existing services
have become corroded or clogged up
with age, now is the time to have them
replaced with new piping.
Many homes--and this is not con-
fined to old homes-have basements
which could be adapted to considerable
usefulness. An extra bedroom, a Dbil-
liard room, or playroom for children,
could be arranged in many cases with-
out undue expense.
The outside of the house is also
worthy of attention. Perbaps the roof
requires an overhaul or recovering, or
at least a new coat of paint. Spouting
and rainwater pipes should be includedwhen this work is done. Any timber
parts which are showing signs of «lecay
should be taken out and replaced, A.
survey. of the homes of Wellington
would show hundreds of places which,
in the very interest of their preserva-
tion, are ready for a repainting job.
The external appearance of the home
should also.be considered. Many old
houses at present appear as back nuin-
bers. Modest expenditure skilfully
handled could in most cases provide ar
up-to-date appearance. The best meansof tackling this problem depends en-
tirely on individual circumstances, but
a general removal of old-fashioned
jigsaw ornamentations, a new. en-
tranee porch, larger and better-placed
windows or. perhaps even an extensionof the front to provide more room inside
would completely change the date to.
‘which the house belonged.
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‘The various items I have mentioned
will in each case suggest others which,
large or small, can be advantageously
purchased at the present time. Invest-
ments in this direction will return
handsome dividends-dividends of
greater convenience, of greater com-
fort, of saving of labour, of more pleas-
ant surroundings, of better standards of
living, of wise spending, and, greater
than all of these, of satisfaction at
making some small contributions to
the general welfare of the whole com-
munity. Those who hold off from hay-
ing necessiry work done now are only
assisting to force unemployment taxa-
tion to higher levels.
There are also those cases where
such investments will produce definite
eash dividends. Any home if intelligent-
ly remodelled and modernised, will be
worth more money. If need be, it will
attract a better price of a more ready
buyer in case of sale. Many houses for
rent remain empty because they are
not suitable to the tenants who
might occupy them. ‘There is still
a fairly good demand for the right
class of house in this field, By
spending. a. comparatively smal sumin an intelligent manner, the ovmers
of these houses could. attract

gpnorequickly the tenant who would ‘pay a
good rental instead of allowing the
place to remain empty, with its con-
sequent lack of any return. Owners
of houses would do well to realise
that many of their prospective tenants
have had a taste of modern equipment
and up-to-date, bright, clean. interiors.
These people are not at all attract-
ed to the drab living-rooms, poorly
equipped, inconvenient and unhygienickitchens and bathrooms which they
are offered. Most of the owners of
these houses must realise that’ some-
thing will have to be done sooner or
later, and there is certainly no timelike the present. This work can be
done now for much less money than
has been the case for a very longtime. Even if ready cash is not
available, finance for alteration work
is often comparatively easy to arrange.
Advantage should certainly be taken
of the extraordinary low costs now
prevailing in all branches of _ the
building trade, and those who puttheir work in hand now will have
every reason .to congratulate them-
selves on the value they will get, pro-
viding. proper care and attention are
given fo. ensure that their money is
being spent in the best way. Tn mauy
instances -wherever these alterations
are carried out.the necessity for them
is due to-Jack of forethought and care
in the original building scheme. Tt
is therefore yery desirable the same
mistake ‘should not be made

_
twice.

Building work of any kind has a con-
siderable -degree of permanency, andit certainly pays to put every thought
and care into it at the outset to @-
sure that the result will be the best
obtainable for the purpose and -for the
money spent.
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Radio Serviceman's Exam
ination

Closing Date Extended

E have received notification that the closing date for Radio Service-
man’s Examination, to be held on December 2, has been extended to

November 9. Entries made on the forms, which may be obtained. from the
Registrar, or from the secretary of the New Zealand Radio Institute, Box
1134, Wellington, close with the Registrar, No. 8 The Terrace, Wellington,
on the above-mentioned date.
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WWLLINGTON PALMHISON
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YOUR RADIO DIFFICULTIES
SOLVEDiu

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
RADIO:

Price 1/6; Booksellers aud Dealers;
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