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THE talk about earthquakes and how

to register them, given by Dr.
Adams,. of the Dominion Obgervatory,
during the children’s educational ses-
sion at 2YA, was one that should have
been of great interest not only to the
boys and girls to whom he spoke par-
ticulariy, but to the whole of the grown-
up population of New Zealand general-
ly. “Very valuable information,” he
sald, “was received from private resi-
dential observers throughout the coun-
try on forms supplied by the Meteoro-
logical Department. It was said that
the forms were simple and easily un-
dergtood. Dr. Adams spoke of the
Rossi Forel gcale and particulars as to
exact time .of an earthquake together
with itg glirection and force, according
to the-:-esi;ale received from widely-
sepatated districts, which permitted the
department to correlate very useful in-
formation, 'Those who are desirous of
asgisting in this manner were invited
to communicate with Dr, Adams, Do-
minion Observatory, Wellington.
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UITE -an interesting liltle tallk was

given from 24W by Bdr. Stilling
on some-of the Australinn animals. In
his previons talk he spoke of {he koala,
ihe native bear, that queer litile lov-
able creature that is friendly with all
Unlike the kaola, which feels only on
gum leaves, kangaroos are a pest to
the farmer in many districts, Fences
mean nothing to them as they are able
to Jeap twelve or fiffcen feet. The
destruction they do to crops is enorm-
oS, The great red kangaroo often
attaing the height of 6 feet and., when
corneréd, is a dangerous animal., Organ-
ised hunts are arranged for the de-
struetion of this -creature, and in @
season hundreds ave digposed of. It
seemiy o pity it should be so, but the
farmer iz quite unable to withstand
ithe depredations og the ka ;xgaroo.
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\VALLABIES-& smailer species of
. kangaroo are not so destructive
ag they inhabit monntainons and heav-
jly timbeved country, and their ever:
Insting preservation is thns assured.
All Ausfralians Jove the wallaby be-
eause it is inoffensive and casily tamed.
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’ ALI.’»STRALTA’S queerest animal, in
== -fact the most extraordiniry in all
the world, and one that seems to be in-
vreasi-u;kisr that filthy scavenger the
“Platyp®.” a duck-billed, furred, web-
{ooted, egg-laying animal which suckles
‘its young, Thig  caricature of bird,
animal and reptile is fortunafely pro-
fected froquueens}aud to Victoria.
E{[RS. GORDON ROBERTSON, in her
: last lecture from 1YA, on “dnusic
 and Beauty in Mapy Tands.” spoke
“1mnogtly on the beauty of sound, the
sfhnd of music that has been handed
down to ns from the Italian composers
of the 17th and 18th centuries. She
- gave some interesting and historieal
facts as told by illustrious travellers in
Ttaly, as for insance, Abbe Coyer wrote
in 1763 “Tre violing, the instrumental
performers and the singing, all stop us
in the streets. One hears in-the public

places, a shoemaker, a blacksmith, a
cabinetmaker singing an aria in several
parts with a correctness of taste which
they owe to nature and to a habit of
listening to harmonists formed by art.”
The speaker recounted that in Florence
and Genoa the merchants and citizens
combined on Sundays and Fete days to

wander the countryside in societies
singing music in three parts. Burney,

the IHnglish traveller tells how “l(he
Ttalians, when they admire a thing,
seem on the point of dying of a pleasure
too great for their senses.” Amnother
traveller, named Lallande writes “It
seems as if in this country the fibres of
the ears are more sengitive, more har-
moni¢, more sonorous than in the rest
of Europe; the whole nation sings, the
gestures, the inflection of the voice, the
cadence of the syllables, ihe conversa-
lion.—everything there expresses and
exhales musie™
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HIE Wambat iz Ausiralia’s carica-
ture. of the Fnreopean pig. Thougn
it cannot be sald to be pretty, is very
playful, and is found.in the Ilastern
Stales and Tasmania, No country has
(ueerer or more engaging animals and
birds than Anstralin, and Mr. Stillings
talks are extremely entertaining.
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VI]:‘O the Italinn of the 18th century
7 mugic was & very personal thing.
The passions, feelings, and frenzies por-
trayed on the sfage—these were his
own passions and frenzies, and he went
to the theatre to observe himself, At
thig time Rome. exercised a dictator-
ship over the whole of Iialian mnusie,
Dbefore whom composers trembled. On
the performance of a new opera the
audience became extraovdinarily heat-
ed, shouting approval to the violins,
the bassoons, or octher instrumentalists,
If p poetical or melodious song pleased
them they vociferously addressed the
author, Should, however, the audience
not bhe pleased they wounld shont “bra-
vos” for other anthors and composers,
a punisiiment. well ealculated to sup-
press the crime of copying. Roman ver-
diets were not always infallible; still
Rome wag the keystone in the arch of
the musical world of that day.
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OXSUMING itself in its own fierce-
ness, Italian music suffered a tem-
porary decline. Romaine Roliand Dbeau-
tifully describes this when he says:
“Even thoungh the virtues of domestic
economy are worthy of all esteem, all
my sympathies are for the art that
gives itself without counnting the cost.
It is the charm of thig Italian music
that spends itself with both hands with-
ont reckoning of the future. No matter
if beauty be not laxting, what does mag-
ter is that it shall have been as beau-
tiful as possible. Of the fugitive vadi-
ance of the beautiful dead centuries a
joy and light remain for ever in the
heart.” Mrs. Robertson said: “Unfor-
tunately at the moment, Italy seems
to be a land of polities,” Whether 2
scheme of reducing every individual to
the position of a subordinate wnit in a

super-State will prove a good aimos-

By “ Patricia”

phere for the blossoming of individual
genins and art remains to be seen.
However, some of the modern musi-
clans of Italy inspire a hope, a renais-
sance of the classic and perfect bheauty
of her anecient history that will per-
meate the world with a gift that is dis-

tihactly hers,
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HAD a letter quite recently from a
friend whe has been in India for
some vears, and among ofher interest-
ing news she mentioned that the wire-
less service had heen much improved.
Owing to ilhe failure of the company
that had been operating the broadeasi-
ing service, it was necessary for the
Indian Government to take over, with
the result tlhat the progranumes have
been much improved.. The license fee
is ten rupees  (13/4) per year, but
there is a likelihood of it being increas-
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ed to twelve rupees in‘ordeér that a
betler service may be given, In Bom-

bay broadeasts take place. in four lan-
guages, and as most residents know at
least two, quite a lot of fun and enter-
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tainment is gained in listening.
though with a good set it iz posgible

to hear some of the Kuropean nro-
grammes, statie is usually so bad that
they prefer to tune in te their loeal
station.
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ALTHOUGII static was mot  alto-

gether absent, I thoroughly enjor-
ed the Australian network reluay of the
Gilbert and Sullivan  opera, “The
Pirates of Penzance,” which wag fol-
lowed later by “Trial by Jury.”” The
whole opera was excellent, and the en-
thusiasm of the audience was infect-
ious. The Australian broadeasters geem
to have ingratiated themeslves with
Mesars, J. . Willlamson, Ltd, for
ofher operas are to be relayed during
the next week or g0, and on Novem-
ber 7 “H.ALS. Pinafore” is {0 be given
by the Australian network, Gilbert
and SnHivan will surely never die ont
in PBritain or ity Dominions, and no
matter how offen the season occurs we
do not seem to tire of these delightful
and humorous operas,
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TRAVEL
HOLIDAY

FREE ENTRY AND
SIMPLE CONDITIONS

ALSO
Another Competition
With £5 Prize.
Fre= Entry.
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Available
All Booksellers

PRICE
2/' CR USE
COUPON

' “N.Z. DAIRY EXPORTER,”
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ANNUAL 1INC.

N.Z, EXPORTIR

Brightest and most original,
made up with £300 worth of
original poems, short stories,
incidents, experiences, photcs,
200 cooking recipes (a cook-
ery book in itself) all for the
price of 2/-.  There’s sure
to be a big rush.

GET YOUR
COPY ROW !
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“TULrS ANNUAL” (sixtlh issue),

Box 1001, Wellington,

g

Please post immediately to address d
below ......,. cop¥/ies of “Tui's

Annual,” for which I enclose remit- g

tance of 2/- a copy. ﬁ
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