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‘gowbat the submarine menace evil,
~.and one important one—the D.AM.S.

Department—took over the arming of
-merchant ships. Each boat was given
& gun of the 4.7 Jap. or 4-iuch B.L.
‘type, generally mounted on the poop
wr stern, tyo ten-inch bomb-throwers,
depth charges and smoke .boxes for
gmoke screens. The gun in charge of
@ gon crew lext from the Naval Re-

The ghips” officers in turn were then
|given a course in gunmery, and zig-zag
" ¢onvoy work—in thig course they were
iaken in hand by a capable naval in-

- strmetor, and tanght convey comtrol

with the aid of miniature ships., Later
they were taken out in a gunboat aad
given practical experience in fiving 2t
» moving target; from this they were
shown the working of 4 sybmarine and
‘made thoroughly familiar with the sur-
face and under-water movements of
#hese crafis, and so back to their jobs
“with a sound knowledge of how to work
{ their ships, and many are the wonder-
" fal seraps they have put up when com-
ing in contaet with the ememy, No
wohder H.R.H. the Prince of Wales
said he was proud and honoured to be
\the Admiral of the Merchant Navy.

‘How does the Secret Service help:the

" Wavy? But first I must tell you that

there are many departments, each
speecialising In its own activities. Here
I will mention a few: The watching of
eoast lines in conjunction with the
©Coagt Guards for submarines and
unanthorised landings, . inferceplion
of enemy wireless messages and de-
voding of same, the movements of enemy
eraft, the boarding of« neutral 'ships
passing thromgh British war zones, de-

tecting contrabands and the arresting
of enemy subjects, as well as a close
watch of ueutral subjects moving in

England and foreign countries. Xt may .

interest you to know that much useful
information was gleaned from the logs
of German submarines that had been
sunk, The method used was to take
divers to the spot where the submarine
went down, and recover the papers and
logs—these were rushed to the proper
department and decoded. Much help-
ful information as to the commanders’
instructions and personal observations
was disclosed. .

The British Navy used speeial meth-

‘ods Tor the disposal of their code books

and documents—these books were heav-
ily weighted with lead, and when the
ship or boat became a casualty, or in
dapger, of falling into the hands of the
enemy, were thrown overboard, and in
some cases located afterwards.

Wireless also played an important
part, and our men became very clever
in plotting out the longitude and lati-
tude of the sender, as well ag decoding
the messages, In faect, there was hard-
ly a2 movement that tbe enemy made
that we were not wide awake to.

In the early days of the submarine
menace mystery ships, or “@Q” boats,
played an important pavt. Many of
you have heard of their famous skip-
pers, Captain Campbell, Grenfell, Wil-
som, Austin, and many others. Wilson
is very well known in Australian wat-
ers. I believe he was captain of a boat
trading on the Australian coast for
many years. It would take me too long
to tell you all about these mysterious
boats and their operations.-

Now to get back to myself, I had

received instructions to proceed to Alex-
andria, Bgypt, and from there to Gre-
clan Macedonia, so I packed up my kit
and sailed in the troopship “Nestor.’
The boat was crowded with troops, and
very uncomfortable, one could hardly
move. It was a tedious voyage, and the
the only thing that kept us alive was
the fact that we might sight an enemy
submarine at any moment, and what
with about four thousand troops om
poard and not enough lifehoats to go
round a gquarter, you can be sure we
kept a very good look-out.

Teo relieve the monotony. ocur O. C.
Proopship (the Officer in Charge - of
Troops) suggested that I give a lecture
to the men, and:they were duly mar-
ghalled for the occasion. I stood facing
them without the slightest idea of what
1 was going to talk about. At the best
of times I have a holy dread of speeches
—then I struck an ides, and as I had
been to.Bgypt before, I told them all

about the evils of the place, and itz

many shady, quarters, emphasising the
fact that it would pay them to keep
awsay from them, . The officers and men
took it all in, open-mouth awe, for I
told them in, strong language what was
to be expected if they mingled with the
natives in this area. - ,

Well, we reached our destination

without sighting any “tin fishes,” and
the mext hight  general  leave
was given for a night in town. I was

button-holed -by several - officers who

agked me - to -show them round
the avea In question as they
would like to have first-hand know-

ledge of the evil I had spoken about.

Imagine my dismay, for on srrival at

these quarters L also found the troops
inspecting for themselves. I made a
quick get-away. .

Next morning there was a general
parade as the troops were to be hinded
over to a néw 0.C. Imagine my horror
when the sdjutant eame up and- told
me that the troops were grieved and
surprised that X should be the first
person to be seen in those evil places
after warning them. S '

My time was very short in Alex-

andria, for two days later I embarked
to Salonica.on a dirty litle packet of
a steamer, which was swarming with
cockroaches,, and everything one ate
and dravk tasted of them. Rven in
the eabing they swarmed all over you
while you were- sleéping, and you can

be sure I was mighty glad to reach oux.

destination, Salonica.

‘A word or two- here about Salonica’

would not: come amiss, as one looks at
it from the harbour. At first glance
it rather has the "appearance of Wel-
lington, New: Zealand ; it is-buiit at the
bage of a rather large:hill, and from
the distance it iz extremely beautiful,
The houses shining white in the gun-
light, and the water-front sparkiPhg
with activity. - This is all camoufiyge,
however, &8s the town itself is ex-
tremely dirty when' one gets behind
the scenes. :

Salonica has always been famous im
Balkan history as the hot-bed. of in-
trigue, revolutiong and battles, fought
by Turks, Greeks, Serbs and Bulgar-
jang in their never-ending squabbles.
Its population is a mixture of all of
them: and ifs sanitary arrangements
very bad. '
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