
Editorial Notes
Wellington, Friday, October 7, 1932.

fA BROADCASTING service to
be satisfactory must please the

greatest number of listeners for the
greatest number of hours, but the
minority must never be forgotten.
Satisfactory service comes down to
the solution of two problems (a)
coverage and (b) programmes.
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MHE report of the Coverage Com-
‘mission has been placed before

@s and in view of its recom-
mendations it is interesting to re-
wiew the actions taken by overseas
eountries to obtain "coverage." In
Great Britain the regional scheme
rates. The programmes for the
whole of Britain, with few excep-
ions, ate produced in the studios at
roadcasting House in the heart of
don. Generally

two Pro:@rammes are provided-nationa
and both are relayed.
¢o the several transmitters strategic-
ally situated throughout the coun-
¢ry, and broadcast on two widely-
ted wavelengths. The aim
to present to the majority of
ners two class A programmes,
those that can be received on a
érystal or other simple set. Trans-
gissions for one particular night
ate opposite in character so that
ielassical and non-classical tastes may
be catered for simultaneously. That
this system is popular is indicated
by the fact that 9 per cent. of theinhabitants of the British Isles have

radio licenses (the New Zealand
percentage is 5). ‘The concentra-
tion of resources in providing two
programmes only has resulted in
the maintenance of a high standard.
With few exceptions: the lowest
radio licenses are to be found in
the mountainous areas, where the
coverage problems would be great-
est. On the other hand, the
majority of licenses are found in
the south-west, the flat country near
the sea, over which the European
programmes come. These facts
illustrate the point that coverage has
a tremendous effect upon the re-
ceivable quality of the programmes
and consequently goes a long way in
determining whether the servicewill
be satisfactory or unsatisfactory.
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"THE American system again con-
sists of two programmes sup-
plying centres with many relay
stations, though in this case they are

al

competitive and do not own the
stations to which they relay. There
are two key stations, one for the
N.B.C. and the other for the Colum-~
bia network, and these are connected.
by land lines to hundreds of other
stations scattered throughout the
continent. In addition, there are
many other stations which provide
their own programmes. The ac-
tivities of all stations are controlled
by the Federal Radio Commission,
which determines the frequency,
power, hours of operation and

| quality of transmission. The re-
| sult is that even though the Ameri-
cans have hundreds of more or less
independent stations, the listener is
not besieged with a dozen stations
clamouring at his dial and spoiling
his local programmes.
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GERMANY and other European
countries are endeavouring to
emulate the British system. Japan-
ese broadcasting consists of a net-
work of stations linked to two
co-ordinated key stations, JOAK
and JOBK. The result is that
most Japanese listeners are re-
ceiving at least one programme
satisfactorily. Australian broad-
casting is built up of a national ser-
vice which owns the principal sta-
tions, from which entirely different
programmes are broadcast. Where
two stations belonging to the corn-
mission are in the same city; widely
different programmes are present-
ed simultaneously, e.g., 2FC and
2BL. In addition, there are many
uncoordinated stations which: pro:

vide programmes in order to sell
advertising time, and these B sta-
tions provide for most listeners an
alternative service. The distribu-
tion of stations is ‘poor, as each B
station has been placed so that it
can reach the greatest number of
listeners, without any thought. of
national coverage, with the result
that problems of selectivity for the
city listener and the absence of near-
by stations for country listeners are
serious. * e e

THE New Zealand system needs no
explanation, and differs but
little from the Australian sys-
tem. The result is, as elsewhere,
that city listeners are well catered
for, while many country listeners do
not have a reliable service. In
view of this fact the Coverage Com-
mission’s recommendation for a
centralised system of relay stations
has considerable merit.. Clearly the
policy of the Board is not to dissi-
pate too much of its capital in sub-
sidising independent programmes,
but to put into effect at the earliest
possible moment the centralised
scheme of providing the greatest
number of listeners with. one. pro-
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gramme which they can satisfactorily
receive, This is the fitst step to
ward a satisfactory service.
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THE second requirement of a
| satisfactory service, i.e., that
of providing generally interesting
programmes, is more difficult to de~
termine, it being almost impossible
to ascertain the wishes of the ma
jority. The value of the question
naire has been disputed, but the fact
remains that the country which has
the highest percentage of licenses in
the world is Denmark, where every
listener when renewing his license
fills in on the back thereof a ques~
tionnaire concerning the programme
service. The only way in which
the authorities can determine
whether or not programmes are
satisfactory is from the license
figures, and in this country, they
continue to rise at a rate gipeater
‘than. anticipated. ; Already (there
are 80,000, and the indifations
are that before the end of December
‘that number will have risen to
85,000. Strangely enough, the-per
centage is lowest in Auckland and
Dunedin, where there are more B
stations than elsewhere.

GROW and CURE
YOUR OWN
TOBACCO
There are very few gardens in New
Zealand, even in the far south, tbathavenot2 corner shelteredand warm
enough to grow good tobacco. It js
8n27
when it is tobegrown in feldeitrequires2 reallywarmclimate:Theleavesarereadyforpicking8 fewmonths after planting seed. 'Curingone& own tobacco to the favouf de-sired ig nt dificult: If you tell us

YOUI favourite blend we can giveYouceed and a recipe that will produce
approximately the same results. If
You desire to have good tobacco at 2fraction of a penny an ounce, pleaseclipthecouponandsendit to u8.
40de 4s{}*E
SUNBEAM NURSERIES;
Box 1088, Wellington.IendlasePostalNote for2/6. Please

Send me a Dacket of seed and full
particulara for growing and curing
my own tobacco. 1 smoke (aPipe),
(cigarettes) , My favouritc blend 4
000.0O.Go4oO2D0.000Q0

Name 0.0Oio0loDlp000.00 O-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00D$
Addresy 000 0 0 0 00.0 0 00$
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In Phase and Out
By Quadrant

1 28's new announcer and 8YA’s morn-ing announcer! ! Hnough said.
Be gS *

"h OTHER OF SIX" last week askedme to listen to 2YA’s, morning
session. My suggestion is that if 2YA
set about conducting a real morning
session (2ZW style) they may have
more listeners at that time of day.
Most women like the woman-to-woman
appeal-without the 74.2 per cént. car-
bo-hydrate.
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So New Zealand stations are getting"pbird-minded."’ Why not try to emu-
late the B.B.C. by broadcasting "from
the heart of primitive forest," a lone
woodehen calling its mate, or a tui
swallowing its notes. No records
please!
N.B.-"From the heart of primitiveforest" is essential to anything N.Z. and
that’s why I phrased it thus.* % e

A. WORD from a man in the street-without prejudice, An an-
nouncer at a "B" station’s sponsored
programme is so stilted as to make
listening to the session difficult.
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VEN after hearing the Lex Mc-Donald record from 2YA last weekI am willing to believe he is @ great
singer. s s ca

Is Dr. Guy Scholefield 2YA has a‘mine of information. I never
fail to tune in to him on Wednesday
evenings and always feel when he has
finished that I know something more’
"about something,
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CONGRATULATIONS 2Z2W.-An ex-cellent relay of chamber music
from the Town Hall last week.
HH fire behind friend "Spark’s"
smoke-screen re Mr. Drummond,

of 2YA, departing is this: A Mr. Drum-
mond (of Masterton) has been ap-
pointed assistant announcer at 4YA..
The news hounds of the dailies "got
the story wrong," and the folowing ap-
peared: "Mr. R. B. Allan, late of the
operating staff at LYA, has been trans
ferred to Dunedin, as has also Mre
Drummond, of Wellington."

y 8 2

J AM pleased to see that efforts are be-ing made to co-ordinate Auckland’s
radio stations. Ideal servicejis the
provision of alternative prograiqames,
opposite in character-nothing less no-
thing more. If the B stations get to-
gether and do this they will thoroughly
deserve the 2/6 they suggest listeners
‘should pay them.
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J MIGHT be unpopular for saying so,but it is my opinion that one of the
deepest seated causes of international
strife is patriotism overdone. Songs,literature and talks that exhalt one
people over others or lead them to he-
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lieve they are the salt of the earth
must eventually lead to trouble. Ant
this because a lecturer froma YA sta~tion last week left. listeners with .the
thought that Bngland was the home of
demi.gods. "God’s chosen land." No,
Sir, Dngland is only human after 4ll,-
, and I prefer to agree with Cowper‘When he says. "England with all thy.
faults I love thee still." ,


