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/A’ BROADCASTING service to
"7 be satisfactory must please the

o greatest number of listeners for the

~ greatest number of hours, but the
. sminority must never be forgotten.
- Satisfactory service comes dows to
~ the solution of two problems (a)
goverage and (b) programmes.
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MPHE repost of the Coverage Com-
"mission has been placed before

‘@8 and in view of its recom~
~ gnendations it is interesting to re-

- ylew the actions taken by overseas.
.. gountries to obtain “coverage.” In

“{3veat Britain the regional scheme
- ‘pperates. The programmes for the
“whole of Britain, with few excep-
%ons, are produced in the studios at
" ‘Broadcasting House in the heart of
London, Generally two pro-

~ -grammes are provided—national -
- and regional—and both are relayed.

~ $o the several transmitters strategic-
ally situated throughout the coun-

© - ¥y, and broadcast on two widely-

ated wavelengths.. The aim

to present to the majority of
peners two class A programmes,
those that can be received on a
grystal or other simple set. Trans-
“gnissions for one particular night

@re opposite in character so that

" wlassical and non-classical tastes may
~ be catered for simultaneously. That
‘this system is popular is indicated
by the fact that O per cent. of the
inhabitants of the British Isles have

- EGROW and CURE
There are very few gardens in New
aland, even in the far south, that
-§ have not 2 corner sheltered and warm
enough to grow good. tobaceo, It is
only when it is to be grown in fields
that it requires a really warm climate.
The leaves are ready for picking a few
. months after planting seed. Curing
one’s own tobacco to the flavour de-
§ sired is not diffcult. IZ you tell us
§ your favourite blend we can give you
and ' a reeipe that will produce
approximately the same results. - If|
you desire to have good tobacco at &
fraction of g penhy an_ounce, please
clip the eoupon-and send it to us.

SUNBEAM NURSERIES,

. Box 1088, Wellingion,

T enclose Postal Note for 2/6. Please
gent me a packet of seed and full!
particulars for growing and curicg
my own tobacco. I smoke (a pipe),
{cigazettes), My favourite blend .s
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radio licenses ‘(th'e_ New Zealand
percentage is 5). ' The concentra-

‘tion of resources in providing two

programmes only has resulted in.
the maintenance of a high standard.
With few exceptions: the  lowest
radio licenses are to be found in
the mountainous areas, where the
coverage problems would be great-
est. On the other hand, the
majority of licenses are found in
the south-west, the flat country near
the sea, over which the Euvopean
programmes come. These facts
illustrate the point that coverage has
a tremendous effect upon the re-
ceivable quality of the programmes
and consequently goes a long way in
determining whether the service will
be satisfactory or unsatisfactory.
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THE American system again con-

sists of two programmes sup-
plying centres with many relay
stations, though in this case they are
competitive and do not own the

stations to which they relay. There

are two key stations, one for the
N.B.C. and the other for the Colum-
bia network, and these are connected,
by land lines to hundreds of other
stations scattered throughout the
continent. In addition, there are
many other stations which provide
their own programmes. The ac-
tivities of all stations are controlled
by the Federal Radic Commission,
which - determines the frequency,

- power, hours of operation and
quality of transmission. The re-

sult is that even though the Ameri-
cans have hundreds of more or less
independent stations, the listener is
not besieged with a dozen stations

_clamouring at his dial and spoiling
his Jocal programmes.
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(GERMANY and other European
countries are endeavouring to

‘emulate the British system, Japan-

ese broadcasting consists of a net-
work of stations linked to two
co-ordinated key stations, JOAK
The result is that
most Japanese listeners are ve-
ceiving at least one  progranune
satisfactority.  Australian broad-
casting is built up of a national ser-
vice which owus the principal sta-
tions, from which entirely different
programmes are broadcast. Where
two_stations belonging to the com-
mission are in the same city; widely

different programmes are present-

ed simultaneously, eg., 2FC and .
Z2BL. In addition, there are many
uncoordinated stations - which pro-

) swauowing‘

vide programmes in order to. sell

advertising time, and these B sta-
tions provide for most listeners an
alternative service, The distribu-

tion of stations is ‘poor, as each B
station has been placed so that it

can reach the greatest number of

listeners, without any thought of

national “coverage, with the result
that problems of selectivity for the
city listener and the absence of near-
by stations for country lsteners are
sérious. ' .
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"THE New Zealand system needs no

explanation, and differs but
little from the Australian sys-
tetn. The result is, as elsewhere,

that city listeners are well catered

for, while many country listeners do
not have a reliable service, In

view of this fact the Coverage Com-

missfon’s recommendation  for a.
céntralised system of relay stations

has considerable merit.. Clearly the
‘policy of the Board is not to dissi-

pate too much of its capital in subs

sidising independent programmes,

bt to put int6 effect at the earliest
possible moment the centralised
scheme of providing the greatest
number of listeners with. one pro-

gramme which they can satisfactorily

receive. This is the fitst step to~
watrd a satisfactozy serv.ice.
% ’

THE second requirement of a
" satisfactory service, i.e., that
of providing generally interesting
programmes, is more difficult to de~
termine, it being almost impossible
to ascertain the wishes of the ma-
jority.. The value of the question-
niaire has been disputed, but the fact
remains that the country which has
the highest percentage of licenses in
the wotld is Denmark, where every

listener when renewing his license '

fills it on the back thereof a ques-
tionnaire concerning the programme
service., .
the . -authorities

can .determine

whether .or. not programmes are

satisfactory is- from the license
figures, and in this country. they
continue to rise at a rate gyeater
than anticipated, : Already
are 80,000, and the indifations

are that before the end of December -
that  number will have risen to

85,000. Strangely enough, the per-
‘centage is lowest in Auckland and
Dunedin, where there are more B
stations than elsewhere, '
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] Z®’s new announcer and SYA’s morn-
ing amlouncer! ! Bnough said.
’ - E

“WOTHER OF SIX” last week asked

me to lUsten to 2¥YA’s morning
session. My suggestion iy that if 2¥A
get abouf conducting a real morning
session (2ZW style) they may have
more listeners at that titme of day.
Most women like the woman-to-woman
appeal—without the 74.2 per cent. cay-
bo-hydrate. :
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SO New Zealand stations are getting
T “bird-minded.”. Why not try to emu-«
late the B.B.C. by broadcasting “from
the heéart of primitive forest,” a lome
woodehen citlling its mate, or a tui
its notes, No records

=

pleasel LR S

- N.B.—“From the heart of primitive
forest” is essential to anything N.Z. and
that's. why I phrased it thus.
: % e
A WORD from a man in the street
T —yithout  prejudide, . An an-
nouncer at & “B” station’s sponsored
programme s so stilted as to make

listening to the session diffcult,
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EVEN atter hearing the Isx Mo
Donald record from 2Y4A last week
I am willing to believe he is a great

singer., .
I Dr. Guy Scholeneld 2YA hhs a

- mine of information. I never
fall to {une in to him on Wedresday
evenings and always feel wher he has
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finished that ¥ know something more”

aboyt something,

GONGRA‘I*ULATIGNS W .—An ex- -

cellent rveley of chamber music
{rom the ’.I‘Llwn Halal last v&eek.

THE fire behind friend “Spark’s”

smoke-screen. re- Mr. Drummond,
of 2YA, departing i this: A My, Drum~
mond (of Masterton) bhas been ap-
pointed assistant announcer -at 4Y¥A,

The news hounds of the dailies “got

‘the story wrong,” and the folowing ap-
peared: “Mr. R. B. Allan, late of the
operating staff at 1YA, has been trans-

ferred to Dunedin, as has also Mrs

Drummond, of Wellington.”
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radio stations, Ydeal service jis the

provision of alternative - progralmmes,

opposite in character—nothing legs no-
thing more, - If the B stations get to-
gether and do this they will thoroughly

- ‘deserve the 2/6 they suggest listeners

‘should pay them. -
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IMIGET. be unpopuiar for saying so,
" but it is my opinion that one of the
deepest seated causes of International
strife is patriotism overdone. Songs,

litérature and talks that exhalt one.
people over others or lead them to be-
Heve they are the salt of the e&xzﬁ p

Mo
this because a lectuver from a YA sta--

must eventually lead o trouble.

tion last week left listeners with the
thought that England was: the home of
demlgods. “God’s chogen land.” NO.

Sir, Bpgland i only human after all,
and Y prefer to agree with Cowper
when he says “England with all thy -

fapits I love thes stllh”

there -

AM pleased to see that efforts are bes
ing made o co-ordinate Auckland’s.

The only way in which =



