~ Fridsy, October 7, 195

y

. The Cockies’ Grouch,

‘."FARMER’S WIFE” (Putaki) lias the
: - usual cockies” grouch and shows
Jittle consideration for town listeners
when she advocates still lengthier news

 gesslons. - Also would she please say

from what ¥ station she is getting less

- pews. ‘The board are gullty of many

- things, but I wish they were guilty of
. eutting down the news sessions.” Did
“Farmer’s Wife” not £l in her ques-

. tionpaire? If so; why accuse the pgor

board-of wishing to give listeners what

they (the board) think desirable? Her

whole letter 1s-go full of misstatements

that one wonders if “Farmer's Wite” is

another  propagandist, -~ “Banker’s
- Wife” (Hataltai). .

. Sotisfied, .

N behalf of this family of seven I-°

wish to congratulate the board on

_ the vastvimprover‘qent effected in the }

service,
~Don Bradman was much apprecigted
and the literary competition, though too
hard for us, afforded us entertainment,
“the best evert )
- - The, facing broadeasts are also much

" . appreliated, especially by mother, who,

Heaw 0 knows, does not get much other
pleasite these hard times. In talking
- the matter over to-night we cannot sug~
gest in what way further improvement

.. ..can be effected.—“Content.”

Statement Challenged,

Y HAVE a bone to pick with R. M. K.

Stapleton (Masterton), who infers

that listeners frequently get classical .

programmes- the same night from all
the YA stations,’ v

_"As a lover of classieal muste, my com-
plaint is that I don’t get nearly enough,

. _and I therefore-challenge the Writer re-

v/ lst; Germany, classical and song music

’

"ferred to to substantiate his statement
and say on what nights the conditions
he outlines exists~—“Opus” (Ngalo).

The Result of Propingquity. -

THE questionnaire seems to have caus-
"7 ed quite a lot of talk and goes to
show that New Zealdnd has still & Iong
way to go before she can be considered
in the same musical street as the older
Buropean-countries. There is, of course,
nothing detrimental In this ; indeed, New'
Zealand would indeed be a precocious
child to imagine that she can equal
- the musical taste of her elders. I be-
lieve, however, that the public educa-~
tlon in this respect started some five
yearg ago with the advent of commer-
cial wireless, and it is going on all the
time, the process maugt, in - the very
nature of thingy, be a slow one.

Upon .the programme organisers
rests 2 . tremendous responsibility in
this respect, and, judiciously -adminig-

- tered, the public taste should gradually
e ti’xrned more and more toward the
Ia.s’_cing_ works of classical ' composers,
Then, perhaps, If another similar ques-
tionnaire were submitied to listeners in
20 years’ time, ‘the results might he

. .very different. C

As a matter of idle conjecture as to
what results would have been obtain-
ed from a similar «questionmaire in

 Burope, I should hazard a guess that
Italy would have had operas and ora-
torios soméwhere near the head of the

Y srith perhaps orchestral and barnd musie
“next; England, light classical, orches-
‘iral, song and classical musie, and prob-
ably humorous items high up, too.
After ally it is somewhat patural that

" ~band music should be so popular here;

-1t is. the only music that has . been

. weadlly accessible to the general public,
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through the medium of race meetings,
band contests, ete.; and love is often
the result of propinquity. ) ‘

The’ programmes at present are
falrly well leavened with  elassieal
musie, and are weéll balanced; the or-
ganisers are to be congratulated on in-
troducing the thin end of the classical
wedge so successfullr.

‘Now for just a few wwords of criti-”

cism regarding the arrangement of the
news and lecturette session from 7 to
8 pm. I am so0 situated that 2YA and
3YA are my best reception stations, It

N
Evelyn Shepard,

a prominent Dunedin sepranc, and
a regular broadcaster from 4YA.
With Miss E. Wallace {violinist) she
will agsist Dr. V, E. Galway in his
‘illustrated talk on *‘Studies of Great
Composets—-Bach,” to be given
from 4YA enb ngnesday, Octo-
: er 5.

—Zenifh, photo.

is often noticed that 8YA iz a day be-
hind 2YA in the latest news items; it
is most annoying fo hear the same news
all over &zain from 3YA the following
night that it was heard from 2VA.
Surely this could be rectified. On the
other hand, I think 8YA arranges the
éljeiwzs'in & much better manner thar

Seeing that. the quéstionnaire wag

inaugurated to.gauge what the majer-
ity wanted most in the way of musie,
surely it is only fair o supply the
majority first in the news session also,
Tor instance, if one is not interested in
plotting. a weather chart, it is still
necessary to listen to the beastly thing
in case one should miss any of the
news which follows, The same thing
applies to the market reports; and by
the way, in this latter respect, it should
be borne in mind that there are a tre-
mendous number of 2YA listeners in
the South Islund and elsewhere who

.are interested in the general market

reports such as wool brices, .ete; but

who are 1ot a bit interested in the local

North ' Island sheep and produce Te-’

ports, as they are no criterion of South
Island prices. Therefore, the general
reports ‘should - e~ given Arst, and
those people disinterested in the follow-
ing reports could switch off their gets
without fear of missing anything. Not
only Is'it & decided advantage to he

able to switech off for the foregoing
reasons, but it would also. often be of

no little advantage to battery set own-
ers, whose batteries might he running
down, to comserve thern for even a
quarter or half an hour each night,
The great majority of people are only

- interested in  the news and weather

forecasts, and possibly the lecturette
next; they wounld then switch off their
sels and have a little peace unill 8
P-m.

I cannot see that this arrangement
would inconvenience chart plotters at
all, as they would surely want to hear

the news, ete.,, as well a8 anyone else.

The above reasoning appears to me to

-be so obvious that I suppose there must

be some very good reasom why it has
not been done before.e'J. 0. H, Tripp.
Well Pleased.

S ome who hag viewed the prepa-
ganda against the Y service with

| disgust, X desire to express the keenest

satisfaction with what bas already been
done to improve matters, There has
been considerable initiative shown in
providing entertainment of a new kind
—in the way of competitions, ete.—
and programmes of & much better bal-
ance are the order of the day. Any-
one dissatisfied with the present ser-
vice is in my opinion difficult to please.
~“Well Satisfied.”

Miss James’s Talk,

ISTENING last night to Miss Hster

. James’s report of her tour through
New Zealand, I was struck very fore-
ibly by .one remark she made: that all
through her tour she had not had one
nasty experience. Now, apart from ad-
vertising New Zealand goods, doesn’t
that say something for the character of
our people, that a young girl could
walk that distance by herself from
one end of the country to the other
and no one {o molest her, and as she
said, not one nasty experience? I won-
der if the same could be said of any
other country. 8o cheer up, New Fed-
land, our folks are all right! .Why
worry ! . oo

Also, I would like to congratulate
Miss James on her very. fine voice and
manner of broadeasting, every word
so distinet. She knew what to say
and how to say it, and said it.—M. M.
Marikborough (Blenheim).

. Unwanted Artists,
1 AM another listener who is glad that
the wiles of the propagandist have
been: 1aid@ bare by the Control Boand's
plebigcite. It was always patent to me
that disgrantled artists and B station
supporters for their own gelfish ends
were behind most of the. eriticism of

the service. Wellington is not the only -
city where a disgruntled and nnwanted

artist iz actively “anti-board” and *“‘pro
B ‘statlon.”  We have several of the
type ‘here, and one in partienlar is
doing Kiz best to diseredit the Board

YAs,
and ity management—particularly the -

3 ia‘ttei{. " He Is taking up the view thaf

the management ghould be compelled to
tell artists swhy they are not being ens

- gaged. 1 suggest that the Bonrd cowtd -

best silence this criticism by haviang
published in your columns the cortes .

“spondence it exchanges with these mme -
Listeners would thes

wanted. artists.
be able to appreciate the trme woriki-
of the criticism emanating from these—m
I was golng fo say “undesirables -
“Plain Talk” (Auckland). :

- Enjoyable Programmes.
MIGH‘I’ I add our mite of praige {9
" the Radlo Board for recent fear
tures. The literary competition was
grand, and Dor Bradmen was par ex-
cellence. Congratulationg to the geheral
manager, who is quite obviously the
right man in ‘the right place~~"¥ozi¢
Than Satlfied” (Auckland). :

Not Se Cowplacent. ,

OUR issue of September 16 exhibitd

in its Mail Bag, editorial, and elses

where such exiravagant complacencg
with regard to N.Z. broadcasting that 18-

might be ag well to indicate that we

are not all complacent,

Concerning the - plebiscite, forty pep .
cent, of the listeners returned presums -

.ably completed forms; you observe thaf
of the other sixty per cent: .., it can -

generally be assumed that they wers
fairly satisfied with existing condie
tions.,” Is it not possible that thiw
sixty per cent. were so disgusted with
the crudeness of the plebiseite that they
refused to indicate their views in such
an unsatisfactory and contradictory
manner? " And If we assume for & mo»
ment that the plebiscite was so skilfully
drawn up, why was it 50 necessary cops
tinuelly to exhort the listeners to come
plete it, and to extend the original date
of possible refurn? You publish two
letters which, if they are meaut to
prove anything at all, prove that N.%,
programmes, and 2YA’s "in particular,
are the best in the world—for prior to
this English programmes were so Cone
sidered. Would that they were half as
good as Australin’s! It may be that
English programmes are poor (having
heard them, 1 am very considerably in-
¢lined to doubt this), but they at leasi
have on them one of the finest sym-
phony orchestras in the world, the pick
of the mllitary bands, of octets, of gex-
tets, quintets, quartets, and trios; they
frequently include performances by the
world's recognised musieal magters, by
famous variety and vaundeville stars, -
and, indeed; by anyone who. has made
his mark in the entertainment world;
not only this, the relays they carry ouf

-are the equal of any anywhere, and .
“their announcers ave the ‘hest in the -

world~all these things and a thousand

‘Inore are on English programmes, and

N.Z., ladies and gentlemen, has a con-
cert orchestra ! .

It might interest some of those who
marvel at the munificence of a ten-and~
sixpenny fee that the B.B.C, frequently
pays more than five hundred pounds for
an hour's performance by a world-fani.
ous artist. I am perfectly well aware

‘that the R.B.C. couldn’t afford. any-

thing like this sam, but I am not pre«
pared to believe that some of the al..
leged singers, humorists, and so on that
we lear represent the best in N.Z, or
that their performance was. not pur-
chased for two shillings a night, ¥¢ .
the board is paying more, here is an.
indication of possible ecornomy. -OFf the
1 listen most frequently fo 3YA, .
{Continued on' page 22.) )



