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Enteriainments or c:ﬂtm'e"

[EBEFORE ‘the - Broadeasting Com-

any’s torsn-was up, it submitted
a scheme of improvements, and .also
‘stated that listeners should have a
share in that scheme, It iy now nearly
‘nine months since the Broadcasting
Board took over, and many people Who
were not satisfled over programmes and
hours are now more than disappointed
over the present-day programmes. "The
hoard certainly abolished the interna-
tional programmes, but so far as the
artists and records are concerned, I
do not really see much difference.

The extended hours at 1YA, 3YA,
and 4YA are taking a long time to be-
come 2 reality. ‘The news session which
So ‘many country Usteners, without
daily mails, depend on, has been con-
siderably eut down. I wish the persons
responsible for this would come and
stay at least a week fo know what &
loss this is. What does it matier what
London’s by-laws of 800 years ago wers,
or whether Mars is inhabited; when we
‘want to know the happenihgs of to-day?
‘Why are there now uo “request items?”’
As far as T can see, the listeners are tn
pay for what the board thinks wu shoutd
have, which seems to be, in fact, to
educate the listening public up to the
high standard of its ..embers.. Many of
ug are too busy in providing exports
for New Zealand to have to be so highly
cuitured, What we want is to be en-
tertained, The surprise nights are
certainly a delight.
needs to do, to ensure a greater number
of listeners, is to study what we want,
©not what it thinks we should get.—
““Farmer's Wife” (Putake).

More Sports Relays Wanted.

HIS is not a complaint, hut a request
which I am sure may be -taken as
coming on behalf of not only myself,
but alao a big majority of listeners.
Does 2YA realise that the only sports
relay we are privileged to hear iz Satur-
day’s football matches? I must say they
are g treatf, but to come to the point—
when are we to hear a relay from 2YA
of a boxing or wrestling match? The B
‘stations we know relay * these sports,
‘but many (like myseclf) are in a local-
1ty which renders it impossible to tune
in these stations. These sports, especi-
‘ally wrestling, are now demanding a
uge following, so 2YA, keep up with
the tnnes. “K.0.” (Wanganm)

A Bougquet, *

‘CANNOT understand wln the bril-
: liant presentation of ‘that beauntiful
little play, “The Flowers u4re . not for
You to Pick” given by Mr. Victor
Lloyd and Compan;y, did not find uni-
versal approbation. Y personally con-
sider it by far the best item I have ever
heard-—over the air—and kuow of many
others here who hold the same view., I
am leoking forward with relish to the
day when we shall hear Mr. Llowd
‘again, and hope that the day will not
be far distant—*Tuai.”

nghter Progravmuies Needed.

Sa journeyman who has to make
living out of selling sets may I

state that on all sides tho opinion that
whereas since the Hon. Mr. Hamilton
took over the radio service gome few in-
significant improvements have been
effected, the reception, and "especially
the programmes, have not ~improved.
The chief obstacle to sales is the dull-
ness and want of character in the YA
stations.” Of course we do some busi-
ness, but only half of what could be
. done i a bright oorchestra, one Maord

What the board I

Our Mail Bag

night, less symphony and
music, as well as less talks, especially
crime talks, were introduced.
plaint is made that for nights, some-

times in suecession, programmes at all

stations are classical or semi-classical,
with songs such as “The Swallow” are
anything but entertaining.

Would-be customers have returnad
approval sets, saying they have tried
all YA stations, often on the
night, to find all of them on classical
programmes, which are uninteresting
after a hard day's work, One really
clagsieal programme a week most seem
to thipk shoald be gufficient—the rest
should be bright, tuneful, and humor-
oug to be popular, and help gales, I
know sales are not everything—but
why run dull programmes, growled at
by niost, including gqualified musicians,
and only listened to by a handful of
what one prospective customer called
“long-haired, old-fashioned  foreigm
fossils”? I find the best selling item
ig RMr. (\, Drummond’s anpouncing.—
R. M. X. Stapleton (Masterton),

Bird Life in the Antarctic.
N your issne of September '16, “Tn

Phase and Out” columnas, I read of
the talk by Mr. Ninnig from 2YA of
“Bird Life in the Antaretic” I en-
joyed the same talk, but we must re-
member that Mr. Ninnis gave talks
from 2ZW some time fxgb It seemg to

*chamber

Come

same -

good talent, and then, of course, they
loge it. Mr. Ninnig’s falks from 2ZW
were most interesting.—39MC (Marl-
borough).

" More Wrestling Relays Wanted.
I tuis little corner of the South Is-
Iand the most interesting and prized

items of the week’s radio entertain-

meuts are the weekly wrestling matches
fromn’ 1YA-—made more abgorbing cer-
tainly by the announcer’s’ knowledge
of the wrestlers and the wresting
game. Hvery Monday night we gather
around to hear the thuds, smacks and

dry comments, and on Saturdays, at

10.30 p.m., we listen in to the Bohemia
Stadium, Brisbane.

Now, what I am getting at is that
we'never know when and where wrest-
ling is to be relayed—sometimes by ac-
cident, we find it at 2ZW. Sometimes
1IYA and 3YA have advertised it, and
even then 1YA has disappointed ws

‘twice after advertising a relay. Could

vou do something about it? If wrest-
ling transmissions cannot be advertised
I for one would be glad to pay for a
collect wire on occasions when a match
is to be broadeast by any other station
except 1YA.—“Interested” (Tokanui}.
[We believe that generally the Wrest-
ling Association is averse to prior an-
nouncements being made concerning
relays of wrestling matches, because of
the effect on attendance. We are gorvy

me that it takes the B stations to find we cannot help you.—Iid.]

“I suggest that at, least half the
items Dbroadeast on Sunday after-
noons should he of a sacred nature.”

“Y¥or heavens sake make the Sun-
day music livelier; it's deadly at
present.” )

“Local artists! Forsooth—you
have only two in New Zealand,
worth broadeasting.”

“We prefer the original to tiuned
music, so vote for local artists,” -

“Give us more opera and ora-
tario; more relays from English
stations. We are not gettmg our
money's worth.”

“This iz from a satisfied famllv.
who appreciate such good entertain.
ment at one penny per night,” |

I don’t «think - that .the .pro-
grammes could be better arranged,
except that there Is a preponder-
ance of classical music.”

“Very satisfied with service, but
could you not keep ... . off the dir,
his lower notes ars awful”

“Give us more Lumour, please;
these are trying times.”

“I've mever heard a humorous

-item over the air; alleged Immour'
Yes.”

“Not enough Scottlsh music

“Could we have an Iush mght
onee a month.”

“More old-time.songs, and plenty
of Scotch ones,”- .

@@ Qmps =
From the Questionnaire

“the’ ‘Hl,,llblO“S don’t ¥ Be reason-

‘license for.” .

not much jazz; no steel guitars:

“We enjoy 2YA band nights
(Sundays) best »f all”

“The Sunday night concerts from
"2YA are a disgrace, Xt's a sacred
day; why uot have sacred muuc.
threunghout.”

“Why 100 per cent. of rotten :fazz
‘—it is not music”*
- “Give us dance music earlier in
“the evenings. Why should we have
to wait up for what we want when

“able.”
© “Cuat out the dance SEQMOD, no-
body wants jazz.,!

“We want you to glve ug more
dance music. It's what we pay-our

“Very satisfied with present pro-
grammes, but more eduacational
talks pleasge.” )

“Don‘t spoil the programmes
with too many taliks.” .

“No  Maori - performers; no
Hawaiian; mno highbrow wmusic;

and no local mt:sts i

“Not too mueh classical stuff and
jazz rubbigh.”

“Cut out all American twang re-
cords and give us pure -English.,”

“Can’'t. you get Amos and -Andy
records; they are the: ounly
comedians worth while.”

The A(lwsory Couneil. -

NE hag noticed in your journal from
time 4o time references to the Ad-
visory Council or its alleged doings
which would seem to indicate that the
writers are under the impression that
they théinselves are the final arbltels
of what should or should not be done in
radio matters, and that what others
think or do is neécessarily “stupid” -or
“ridiculons,” A few weeks ago a gen-
tleman rejoicing in the mellifluous
name of Mfeltzer au’ed hig views at great
length. -

With quite becoming modesty he
claimed to speak for “thousands” of
people, fmd natupally cnough, had to
Indicate, what small beer the council
was! 'This week your contributox,
“Spark,” ever so self-assured and did-
actic, speaks of “the ridiculous sugges-

tion of the Advisory Council,” and pro-

ceeds, as ig the way of the cocksure
and ignorant, to set up an Aunt Sally
to his own samf‘irmon, and then to
knock it down again.

Perhaps “Spark™ would Dbe good
enough to say what the suggestion was,
why it was made, and why it isﬁ h-
culons? .

"This may be a f'ood oppmf,umty, oo,
to suggest with due humility and with
all deference to Meltzer, Spark and Co.
that the Advisory. Couneil does not con-
sist of a collection of congenital idiots;
while, on the other hand, it would be
absurb to suppose that Providence,
mysterious as are its way, had centred
all the wisdom in the joint heads (or
should. we say'the joint and several
heads) of these critics—T. ’.I_‘ Davis
(’\ew Plymouth)

V:ews From the Couniry.

-FIRST of all T must congratulate the

Broadcasting Board for :the im-
proved programmes and new innova-
tions.” Personally I think we have too
much concert orvchestra from 2YA—
not that 1 dislike the orchestra, but it
is om the air too many times in the
week, 1 enjoy Frank Crowther’s or-
chestra, but if it were broadeasting
as often as the other I certainly would
got tired of it, too. I would like to
hear a few more band items and also
more relays from concert kalls, etg.,
althongh " we are betfer provided 1n
that réspect than we used to be, Take,
for instance, the farewell concerf to
Lex Maedonald in Dunedin, 4YA was
relaying 8YA’s programme and could
have easily arranged to broadcast the
congert: ‘We country people cannot at-
tend these concerts and would have
welcomed the chance to listen-in to
“Our Boy"™ and other notalﬂe aptzsts
that night. = -

While on 4YA, I should . liseto
reglster my protest to the station 0'0-
ing back to its old frequency.’ Geltainn?
it was not a success at 550 k.c, but
as its 'o0ld frequency was ot suitable,
why wag it not put on a fresh one
where it would not interfere with an-
other station? ‘ My main point in writ-
ing this is to ask if it is at all possible
for 2ZW to be shifted clear from inter-
ference from another station. When
this station first started it. cajpe out
here clear 4s a "bell, but it- was not
long before .2 new station choked lt-a‘.
What I do hear of it makes me wish
for mere, and if.I could only get. it
clear X for one would gladly send along
my donation toward keeping it on the
air . I bave no.objection to B stations
having “limited” adveltxsmg, say,-
few minutes each quarter or ha.li-hour.

~“Qugsrie” (South ota,go).
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