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Beighbours, and acquired so Lttle know-

* ledge of them that the country within
a day’s ride of ity most important gat-
sison iz an absolute terra incognito,
and. that there is absolutely no secur-
ity for British life g mile ob~two. be
yond our border.” :

The result of this minute wag that
£ frontier Commissionership, including
8ind, was sanctioned by the Home Gav-
ernment and Sir Frederick ° (after
‘Lord)-Roberts, had been designated as
the first Commissioner when the out-
break of the second Afghan War caus-
ed the project to be postponed. -

Twenty-three years later the project
was suecessfuily brought to comple-
tion by I.ord Curzon, but on a more
modest scale than Lord Lytton’s pro-
posals.

In the course of a recent infer-
vlew Captain Falcon stated that things
on the frontier were quiet at present;
any isolated wuprisings were purely
local. )

‘The tribeg, he sald, were very pleas-
ed with their new system of govern-
ment, They were goverrned by a British
Army officer. The reason. for the long
history of trouble on the frontier could
ba explained by the nafural desire of
the tribes to fight, They could not help
ft, it was more or less inherited.

They were always fighting, and they
were always looting. The disturbances
that had taken place were merely
‘ordinary oceurrences in ‘the normal
lives - of the itribes. . These, rather
naturally perhaps, had been exaggerat-

_ed in the eyes of the public,.by rea.
gon of the fact that India, where there
was serious trouble at times, was apt-
te be confused with the horder region,
Any recent raidings in the border were
purely normal happenings,

The tribesmen, Captain Falcon add-
2d, were very fierce, bearded and war-
Yike men. They were very freacher-
ousg, and were always ready to plunder,
or to kill or murder. They needed to
he dealt with firmly. - .
. Captain Falcon Is well known in
Auckland, where he deliveréd- o num-
ber of lectures on conditions in Afghan-
anistan and surrounding country some
wears ago. He iz shortly to re-
turs fo his army position at Poona.

"An Ingenious Arg“tiiajéht

AN Avckland tenant in making a fur-
ther request for reduction of rent

played her trump card when in all sin-
cerity she remarked o the magisirate
ithat she thought a reduction ghould be
made, ag wireless
streef wag poor. -

reception in  her

'GRAND OPERA
FROM 4YA

Compiéte Presentation
of Mozart’s
“MAGIC FLUTE”

ONE of the ouistand-

ing radio concerts of

the year is scheduled for Saturday,

September 24, when 4YA will re-

lay from His Majesty’'s Theatire a

complete presentation of Mozart's

magnificent grand opera, “The
Magic Flute.”

Mozart . wrote and produced-
“The Magic Fluate” in 1791, the
year of hig death. He wrote if .
to help Schickaneder, an actor-
manager of highly-mingled virtues
and vices, who yet had the gift
of winning friends.
extravaganza (for that is what it real-
ly is) was highly successful, and it re-
lieved Schickaneder from his financial
straits. It is the more extraordinary,
therefore, that this managerial upstart
eould not see his way to help Mozart
in his disfress; for while the cheery
people of Vieuna flocked nightly to see
the amazing “show” and to hear the
magter’s incomparable musie, Mozart
lay dying In deepest poverty. Within
a few hours of his Iast breath he wigh-
ed he might conduct another perform-
ance of the worlk, and he smiled when;
at his request, somebody sang Papa-
geno’s air.

Yet Mozart was laid in a. pauper's
grave, which has never since been lo-

cated, while Schickaneder waxed fat. -

So humanity conserves ~c¢chaff and

throws the wheat to the four winds of

heaven! »
"Mozart was an epthusiastic Free-

- mason, yet at the same time a fairly
- devout - Catholic, and this led to his
‘composing some vwery Iimportant Ma--

sonle music, and is also said to hdve

inspired some of the mysterious touches
in his opera, ‘“The Magie Flute.” Actu- -
ally, however, there iy little reason te

believe that Freemasonry played - any

part in the composition of this work,
although from {ime to time . various

writers have set out to prove that it'is
Masgonic in its origin. :

“The. Magic Flute” iz an opera i

two acts, the action oceurring at tHe
Temple of Isis at Memphis, about- the’

time of Rameses L. In some of the finest
music ever writter it unfolds the love
story of Tamino, an Egyptian prince,
and Paming, daughter of the Queen of
Night. The other principals are Saras-
{ro, High Priest of Isis; Monostatos, a
Moor, chief slave of the temple; the

Queen of Night; Papagena, and Papa-:

geno, .a picturesque bird-catcher, .
The overture to “The Magic Flute” ig

. one of the most popular, and one of the.

-greatest, of all operatic overtures, and

the gcore gbounds in delightful melo-

dies, including a magnificent quintet,
whieh ig said to have been planned by
Mozart during a-game of billiards, of
which it appears he was at least as

aria-is the Queen’s Alr, famous not 6ily

PRUEN

This musical .

Pamina, daughter of the Queen

for its beauty, but for its extreme tech-
nical difficulty, moreé especially for its
remarkable range. It was specifically
composed by Mozart for hig sister-in-
law, whe first played the vole. Other
greal solos are Sarastro’s magnificent
¢ ‘nyocation” (Great Y¥sis), in which he
prays the gods YIsis and Osris to give
strength to the neophytes Pamipa and
Tamine, and the noble air “Within

.These Sacred Walls,” justly considered

one of the finest of basso numbers.
The music i some of the finest ever
written. by that master of pure lyrical
melody, Mozart; the story abounds in
humour as well as tragedy, and Moz-
art’s handling of humorous themes Is
inimitable. The staging and dressing is
being done on a lavish scale, although
that will not be noticeable to radio lis-
teneps. o : . .
Mr. Alfred Walmsley, whe is in
charge of the production, can be relled

‘upon for a frst-class presentation. He

i thoroughly familiay with the work,

-having played the tenor solo roles in
“geveral productions in London, inclund-

ing some with Sir Thomas Beecham,
who-is probably the greatest living con-

ductor on Mozart’'s works, Mr, Kirk

Burnnand will conduct a full -operatic

-orchesfra and . ensure the success of

direction. . .

The principal sopranoc role, that og
o
Night, will be played by Madame Win-
nfe JPraser.  Madame Fraser is well
known throughout the Dominion for
her artistry -and her dignified stage
Dresence, fine volce, and interpretafive
powers make her an ideal Pamina,

The arduous role of the Queen of the
Night, whose music goeg to top “F” in

‘alf, will be sung by Miss Jean Mee,

a young singer with an unusually high,
clear voice. The tenor role of Tamino
will be taken by Mr, Walmsley, It will

‘be remembered that Mr. Walmsley won

an ‘operatic exhibition at the Royal
College of Musle, and after his frain-

- ing there was engaged by the Carl Rosa

Grand Opera Company, playing parts
for them in the Lyceum Theatre, Lon-
don, and on tour. Mr. Walmsley, with

‘bther members of the cast in Loundon,

was personally coached for “The Magic
Flute” by Sir Thomas Beecham.,
One -of the most important. parts in

‘ ‘the cast is that of the bird-catcher,
fond as wag the philosopher Herbert
Spencer. Another terrifyingly dramatic.

Papageno, whose - humorous but beau-
tiful music and comie, yet tragic figure,

“will be presented by a young. Dunedin

. ed by the children’s choir from:¥

unnsuval  promige ag an actor-singei.
The role:of Sarastro, the High Priest,
will be taken by Mr. J. B. Watts, and
other prgminent solo parts are taken by

i Misg Betty Hamilton (Papagena}, Mr,

Dave Inglls (Monostatos), Mr. Frank

(Priest). -

An unusnal feature of “The Magie
Flute” is the numbey of easembles, par-
ticularly ladies’ trios. The Three La-
dies of the Queen have.a number of
trios, as have the Three Genil of the
Temple. Naturally they bhave to be
sung by experienced performers, 50 the
three roles will be taken by Miss Es-
telle Burnard, Miss Phyllis Clare, and
Miss Kathleen Butler, and the Genii by
Miss Doris Wilson, Miss Dorothy Mac-
kay, and’ Miss Edith Clare, .

Besidés the numerocus principaly in
the cast there will be a chorus of about
thirty, with g complete professional ox-
chegtra.

Children’s Sessions

[ &

FROM 2YA.

Monday, Sepf. 26: Radlo childien,
Aunt Molly, Kipling Lady, and TUncle
John are to be the guests of honour
on a world tour to-night. We will visit
all the. different countries, meet the
different peaple, and ask them to sing
their native gongs to the listeners-in.

Tuesday: The programine to-night is
being gupplied by the pupils from Mad-
ame de Mauny’s studio. Jumbo and Ju-
muna  will conduet the session and
send birthday greetings.

Wednesday: Sesame will have the
pleasure to-night of hearing the
lightful choruses sung by the children
from the Kilbirnie Convent, Sunow
Queen and Suowflakes have also beén
invited to join.in,

Thursday: Big Brother Jack has
special animal imitation stories for
.you to-night, after which the cholr

~ from the Technical College -will sing
some of their well-kknown songs and
choruses. .

Triday: Wool Woman and Uncle

Jim will be here in the studio to wel-
come the Glee Club from the Welling-
toa Boys’ College. Their conductor, Mr.
Hislop, is bringing down another of his
entertaining stories to read to you.
. Saturday: Cousin Dorothy is bring-
ing a surprise party to the studio to-
night from the Hutt. 1t is for the bepe-
fit of Spot. Aunt Molly and Unecle Jas-
per have heard a rumounr that they
are not supposed to know anything
about it. o : :

Sunday: Uncle George will condnct

singer, Mr. Jack Gordon, who shows .

Watt (Speaker), and Mr, B. Paris

da~--

the service to-night, and will be st

e v L t.
Maithew’s Anglican Church.

~ Slot Radios

A DEVICE which prevents-a hires

purchase buyer from using a wire-
lesg set unless the appropriate instal
ment has been paid has been invented
by a radio engineer at Hartlepool, Dur-
ham. "Xt consists of & time switeh which
is relea‘sed. by dropping a coin iy a slot
meter in the set, which operates 2
spring.”” When the time arrives for the
next paymeént the spring will have run
down;,. antomatically cutting off the set.
Listeners who buy sets with this device

" attached would, therefore, have to pay.

whatever, daily, weekly, or monthly in-

stalments was arranged before they

could listen to programmes. . -
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