
wo cock-chdfers spitted on the samebodkin" the dancers looked, and in the
closing words of the preface to the
poem, Mr. Hornem admits: "Now thatI know what it is, I like ‘it of all
things,
" and so, I think, say_all of us

Why is this?
More than any other dance the waltz
stands for pure melody, whose. traditions it enshrines and keeps: inviolate,It'ls therefore not difficult to rhapso
disé. about it. The’ waltz .also repre
sents more than in any other dance the
veal poetry of motion. All the grace,
dignity, and animation of the old min

— a
uet, gavotte, and saraband have, in a
measure, been passed on to us in the
musi¢ of the waltz, if not in its move-
ments. Added to which it possesses,its own romantic charm, and its inher:
ent capacity for an infinite variety ofmoods and styles. But the waltz is not
only a dance with a most engrossing
musical history; it may even be said’
to embody in itself one of the funda-
mental elements of musical expression.
Of Bohemian origin, and populuris-
ed by the Germans, it gains its name
from the German word "walzen’-to
revolve, spin, or roll, Its first mention.

8
in England was at the commencement
of last. century, when what ultimately
became the-German Empire comprisedmore than 80 sovereign states, to whicli
an Hnglishman went to reside for five
years. Appropriately enough his namewas Robinson, and in his letters home
to his brother Thomas he describes
"waltzing as.a form of dancing unlike
‘anything you ever saw,’
My. Robinson’s: impressions in. 1805"are worthy of quotation-he goes on
to say: "A fair lady may repose her
head on the bosom of her partner, par-
.ticularly when they embrace so closely

as to revive the {dea of Plato's primi-tive man. Dancing makes them giddy,
and a couple sometimes fall; in that
case the: gallant male gets undermost
and receives his partner."
A century ago, Chopin, who wantedto playin Vienna, mourned the factthat "the. Viennese have finished with
the serious; everything is pushed into
the background by Lanner and Strauss
(the elder) and their waltzes." The
eroticism that was the basis of. the re-
cent jazz and dancing craze was the
céntral force of the old waltz, as many
a moralist testified, and as many a
‘self-appointed ‘censor maintained.
The waltz-writers of those days, like
their jazz descendants, had to be per-
petually preducing something new; a
dance band tvould have had short shrift
from its followers unless its conductor-
composer gave them a fresh repertory
every week. The waltz attracted
some of the world’s gré4test composers
and whatWeber and Chopin did for it
‘in transferring it from the ballroom to
‘the concert. platform was little shortof marvellous. From the Teytons we
have had much music of varied and
beautiful charactey, But the €anals
of music know no more alluring tiling
than & good waltz well played by a good
orchestra. They are a source of
gaiety and cheerfulness for the old as
well as for the young, for do not our
grandparents even now love what they
call "a: dreamy waltz’?
On. Saturday evening, from 2YA,
listeners. will hear some of the most
popular dance melodies of bygone
years, including some evergreen waltzesfrom the pens of the waltz kings, Itwill be a programme for young and
old, and no doubt many hundreds of
listeners will thank. those responsiblefor the programme for drawing backthe curtain: of:memory on scenes long
forgotten; or only dimly remembered-
days of delight, and nights of endur-‘ing
happiness.
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Ship-to-Shore Telephony

HE Italian steamer Conte Rosso
telephoned from the Red Sea to
Trieste in order to make known pub-
licly the success of the technical ex-
periments with her wireless telephony
duplex apparatus installed for long-
distance communications, The tradi-tional phrase "All well on board".jwas
‘followed by information as to ti" ex-
periments made on the return tripfrom Hong-Kong to the Red Sea. The
conversation lasted about 12 minutes in
all.
After leaving Bombay the passengerswere permitted to try private conver-sations with Italy and other European
States, and an Italian reporter sent a
8000-word message to a Turin. paper.
The transmission of the voice was very
-clear, though there was a slight weak-
‘ening which will be eliminated in the
course of the next experiment.
A. tegular commercial service on the
Conte Rosso, which is equipped with
the most powerful wireless apparatus
so far used in passenger steamers, will
begin on the next trip, when the rates
will be announced.


