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 Our Mailbag
¥ NOTH: “Radio Serviceman” thinks
“my ideas of a “seryiceman” amus-

ing but no doubt we' are looking at

the matter from two different points
of view. : ) AN
I seems fo me there should be two
‘clastes of “servicemian.” :
First, there is the real expert, de-

- - voting his ‘whole time to tle science,

'and capable of performing any job
that comes along. -

.. No doubt. thiz is the class of ser-
¥iceman “B.S. -had in mind :

. L was, however, thinking.of the vast
#xmy  of dealers; salesmen, etc., most
of them engaged in. other: employment
. ag well as radio,..who have no faeili-
JHeg, or time (and in some cases, edu-
eation), for acquiring technical know-
lecige, and yet are handy men, capable
of performing most of the everyday
4roubles that are apt to occur a day
or two before a Test match, or. a
_wrestling econtest, thus proving them-
selves a very present help in time of
‘frouble, ’

-, For these latter, I cannot see that a

technical examination should be com-
pulsory. - .
~ We take our cars to garages for re-
- pairs, but though the danger to life ig
" far gréater in this case, motor mechan-
icg are not required to pass a techmnical
_examination. By all means have exami-
nations Tor the expert, entitling him

to various degrees, buf it seems fo me’

that it is pnreasonable to expect the

2000 odd dealers and servicemen in.

New Zealand to have acquired, in the
ghort space of time that a.c. sets have
Teen in general use (about three years)
.any great amount of theory. on the
subject.

They are, however, a practical lot
‘and have been of immense gervice to
“their customers, and unlesg I am mig-
taken have never been responsible for
‘n single fatality, or, indeed, any .seri-
dus mishap—"“Aerial” (Hinuera).

Olympic Games Results.
“NIOW 1hat arrangements have been
% conciuded for Olympic Games re-
sults to be given from KT could not
4YA’s frequency be shifted slightly to
‘avoid heterodyne interference between
. the two staiions? I ani sure many
" listeners would welcome thig.—*“Sports-
man” (Oamaru),
~ 'As-po doubt our correspomdlent has
‘mow noticed 4YA’s frequency hag been
- emporarily shifted.—Id.

“Improved Programmes.

FPHE Broadeasting Board does not ap-
: pear to be doing anything as yeb
a the way of reorganising the pro-
-grammes and hours of the YA stations,
‘but as a rather severe critic in the
.past I must say that there is an im-
_provement in ‘the quality of the pro-
- lgrammes. . Frank Crowthery novelty
lprehestra is, in my opinuion, the best
musical eombination heard from 2YA.
“The class. of musie it plays may nob

——

‘of other than “high hrow” music.

~ Coverage Commission’s
S “ Report. o

A Listener’s ;Commem:s

AS' a listener with no other interests
than that of the majority of the
great listening publie, permit me to re-
view the eagerly awaited vepori cof the
Broadeast Coverage Commission as pub-
lished in your columns,

The reference to “man-made inferfer-
ence,” as far as it goes, is timely. It
has merely drawn attention to what all
city listeners are unfortunately only too
familiar with. It is & matter which the
Broadcasting. Board would be well ad-
vised {0 adopt as one of major import-
ance. The radio set to-day is a musical
instrument, and. if one cannot listen-in
with some degree of certainty that his
ears will not be offended by the parasitic
noises that cloud the atmosphere in cer-
tain distriets, a veaction will assuredly
set in which will eventually destroy the
popularity of radio, with disastrous ef-
fects on the board’s revemue. If ds to
he hoped that the recommendations of
the conumission for co-operation between
the Public 'Works Department, Post and.
Telegraph Department, and the board will
not Dbe lightly passed over. 1 would
have appreciated more detailed reference
to. this in-the chairman’s published com-
ments,

TEveryone, excepting those with unselec-
tive sets, will approve of the recommen-
dation of the commission for an increase
in the power of the YA stations and the
establishment of relay stations at strate-
gie points to serve the greatest possible
number of country listeners, This sug-
gestion displays commendable vision as
well as business acumen, The proposal,
when carried into effect, will be reflect-
eod by a shatp vise in the number of
licensed listeners in country distriets,
with consequent addition fo the board’s
revenue, . .

The proposal to use move efficient
plants at the four main stations is long
sverdue, and iz one of the bemefits ne-
¢ruing to listeners through the change

of ownership where profit-making iz not.

of such paramount consideration as up-

to-Jate efficiency.

The Question of B Siations.

HE gection of the report likely to raise

most diseussion is that dealing with
“B” - stations. The.  city “E?
stations are. to Dbe- ignored, but
certain conntry “B” stations are to be
gubsidised ‘““uniil such time a8 the im-
provements at the four maip stations can
be carried out-and the relay stations es-

.stance for the shadow.

tablished.” Daeg this mean that when
such relay stations are established, the
subsidy to country -“B” stations.  will
cease, or does it mean that when this
coverage has been effected, the. boaxd
hopes that their financial position will
improve suficiently to enable them to sub-
sidise city “B” stations also?

Judging by the chairman’s comments,
there is no immediate prospect of assist-
ance to city “B? stations, but the door
does not appear to have been definitely
bolted and barred, as witness the chair-
man’s remarks that “the board eonsider-
ed its first duty was to endeavonr Lo afford
service to licensees in places where poor
reception of the YA stations obtained.”
Doeg this mean that the board still feels
that they will, if future finances permit,
afford” some recognition to the *B” sta-
tiong of & more tangible nature than “ap-
preciation .of -their services”? 'L think
the board might be a little more explicit
on this point. .

I feel that the board will run a serious
risk of failure if they ncegleet the sub-
In their desire
1o nurse the country lstencr, they must
not overlook thie fact that 75 per cent. of
the listeners  are thickly massed around
the main centres. I venture to predict
that if, as the result of the board’s lack
of encouragement, the B’ stations go
out of existence, there will be such an out-
cry from city listeners that the board will
be compelled to re-cast their ideas on the
subject. ' )

There is no -denyirg ‘the value of the
“B” stations to the listeners. ‘With all
due respeet to our loeal talent, recorded
music oy given to us by the “B” stations,
brings the world’s best to our fireplaces.
I£, ag My, Vickery states, “the board does
not desire to see the ‘I stations go out
of action,” the fair and- proper thing to
do is to compensate them for their exist-
ence, or at least to hold out some reason-
able prospeet of doing so in the future.

feel I am expressing the wishes = of
thousands of listeners when I say “Hands
off our city ‘B’ stationg and' give them a
little encouragement,’ Before concluding,
1 note that the Advisory Council approved
of the report “holug bolus,” Does this
mean that great minds think alike, or that
the Advisory Council - has merely made
up ity mind to say “Ileax, lear,” when
listening to the hoard’s suggestions?

I guggest that had they offered some
of the comments above they would bave
more correctly interpreted- the wishes of
the listeners whom they are supposed
to represent—I, Meltzer (Wellington).

il[!lllllllllmlllI!IIilll!il[i!lIlI'lIIIﬂ[llIlIlIII_III!IIIIIIl!!ll[ﬂlillllllll]I!lllIlllﬂllIIIII!Hllillmllllllm]!ll!IlllﬂllllllillillllillIlllml[llllEilllii}llllll!

meet all tastes (no .orchestra. in the
world could do that), but it is ag finely
balanced a combination of its kind as
iz possible to get, and I feel sure it
will meet the requirements of listeners
An-
other feature was the well thought out
sporting playlet on Tuesday, 12th.
Admittedly it was centred on “that
awful vice racing,” but nobody eould
deny that it was other than a very

| BURGESS

PRICES LOWER
THAN EVER BEFORE
They're British, too!1!

excellent feature.  2ZR, Nelson, ranks

next to 2YA for reception here. and.

deserves the  everlasting thanks of
listeners for filling in the 7 te 8 hour
with music. I notice in.your valuable
“Mail Bag” columns a lot of criticisma
ot such matters as the interrupiion of
community singing to give race resulis
and other similar happenings. In these
matters let us be tolerant. The giving
of race results is repugnant to some but
most acceptable to others, so Wwhy
grumble if the B.B. tries to’ cater for
al? -

One other thing ¥ must mention,. and
that is 2YA’s children’s hour. Thig is
wenerally fairly well  conducted, - but
may I appeal fo those in' charge not fo
use too wany,. ghall we. say “grown-
@b words. Try and talk-te the child~

"N gwn in children’s talk, and they will e
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From the Secretary’s Pen

I HAVH received -a mumber of letters
from Jladies in Taranaki ve the ‘wood-
shed incident, So it appears that short-
wave listening musi be very: popular up
that way. Our Hst of Iady -members is
slowly mounting,  Amnother remarkable
fenture is the number . of transmitiers
who are joinimg up.
A booklet for new menibers = is -now
under -consideration. - It will be: prac-
tically a.correspondence course of :short-
wave, - Later ou, a definite system will
be arrapged for members receiving Sti-
tions. o -
My latest pestal curio Is & Jetter that
had no address—merely. & club stamp—

2

Ernest Rogers,

tenor, Droadcasting from
3YA on Friday, August. 5.
—Stephano Webb, photo..

so evidently I must appear in the *Gal-
lery™ of the Postal Department. '
I had a rap over the knuckles from one
or two country members re my complaint
about visitors. As it happens, the coun-
try. members are only down for a very
short time, -so-it does not refer to.them.,
Ounly those who take on. a -secretary’s
joh kuow shat it is.like. One member
used to ecall at 7 a.m.: others at lunch
time, and at 7 pan. - - 8o, in order to do

_alittle work, T had to ask. them to make

their visits brief, - Visitors from - the
country are always welcome. - As they
have mot the benefits. of reference. .lib-
raries and the facilities that teiyn members
have, it-is an advauntage for them to get
a - few ideas -to take back to  their
friends. . . ‘ .

Drop a line to A. B, McDonagh, Sec-
retary, N.Z. Shortwave Club, 4. Queen
Street, 'Wellington, and hear all’ aboiut
it~—Yours fraternally, s :

. . : MAC.

joy and understand it. And could hot
some of the TUheles who are guilty cut

out ‘their ridicitlous and inane rematrks -

to and poorly coucenled flirtations with
the Auntg? No doubt this litile: eriti-
cism will arouge a storm of  profest,
but. I veiterate that a lot of personal
rubbish is broadeast, at any rate during
children’s “hour from 2YA. . s

Many thaunks to DX33T for his sup-
povk of my previous:leiten:~DX 4T,

¥



