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attention to - the food, I may a4
well mention the adrinks. Coffee of
wonderful guality, fhe beans being
ground just before it is made, is ob-
tainable everywhere and at all times.
Tea was served in glasses standing
a metal-holder, very weak, indeed, to
an Fnglishman., I was informed that
it was not. an uncominon practice to
_dry the leaves after they had been used
once and use them over again.. Wine
was eheap; even a quart botfle of high-
grade champagne could be bought for
4/6. But the standard drink except
for breakfast is beer. . The Bavarian
workman, - indeed, scorns coffee for
preakfast, but has a glass of beer along
with his roll of bread and his large
preakfast radish. Like the sausage, the
kinds of beer are endless, Most are
- 'mild, often containing not more than 23
per cent. of alcohol, which is little
stronger than the hop heer sold in our
shops as light refreshment.

I have seep children of two or three
years old dripking it from their moth-
‘ers’ glasses as they sat in the cafes on
2 Sunday afterncon listening to the
grchestra.  Such beer does not transport
well and the beers brewed in Germany
~for export are usnally double strength
Very little spirits is drunk in Ger
many! Spirits drinking 1s regarded
there as the first sign of almosi cer-
tain degradation. On the other hand.
la¥ge quantities of beer are drunk, but
to very little effect, and one seldom saw
a- person drunk. ¥ader the old days
of Heense in New Zealand I zaw more’
drunk men in a week here than I did
there in two years.
86°T will pass on to a few remarks
about the University and University
work, - The number pf students in the
two universities of Berlin, namely, the
Taiversity and the Technical Univers-
ity, exceeded 80,000, so that the build-
ings were necessarily scattered, and
“there is little corporate life such as
exists in the vesidentinl universities of
the British Empire.
The university student in Germany is
‘o privileged person: he receives a spec-
-ial discount ou his purchases in the
-ghops, hag preference in buyiog tickets
for the theatre and other places of en-
tertainment, and in many other ways,
In ‘some university towns the student
_who misgbehares is not placed in the
_ordinary lock-up by the police, hut is
Cinearcerafed in special quartevs. Some
“of the universities even had their lock-
up-attached to their own buildings, and
the name of the great Bismarek is to
ba found on the walls of one of them.
The professorial staff of sueh a dis
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running deseription each Satur-
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following day's match, New
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. versus Australia,’ and he will
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These talks will be broadecast
by 4YA, at 10 ¢'clock.

tingnished university as that in Berlin
naturally includes many hrilliant mexn.
especially in view of the fact that the
controlling body is prepared to appoint

‘teading men from other countries te the

<taff. 'The students, too, especially
those doing research work, came from
many countries.

Wor some time I worked with an

Tnglish university man who had played.

tennis af many Continenta! tourna-
ments wiih our eelebrated- player An
thony Wilding, All foreign students 21
tering a German university are reguired
to hand in their passports and receive
in their place special eards showing that
they are entered for the time beéing as
students. They are then entitled to all
the privileges of German students,

Student Life,

STL’DENT life is made all the more in-

teresting by intercourse with men
from many countries. In the last re-
search laboratory in which I worked
there were more Poles and also more
English-speaking (i.e, HEnglish, Ameri
can, Australian, and New Zealand)
stndents than theve were Germnans
Other countries represented among the
stndents were Russia, Hungary, Nor
way, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Brazil.
and Japan. German was the common
language, and we never spoke English
except in 4.company that was exely-
sively English, ’

The Russian students were interest-
g fellows, most of them poor and
lHehtly clad even in the depth of those
severe winters and living on very little
Yet they were strong and hardy, They
were all very apprehensive as to the
future of Russia, for they could see
trolthle, rvevolution, and Dbloodshed as
inevitable in thely unhappy tountry.

A general favourite was a Japanese
student, whe, prior to coming to Ger-
many, had been a lecturer in the Uni-
versity of Tokio. The prime favourite,
however, wag an Irighman who had
He had
all .¢fthe Irishman's ready wit, and
his German, spoken. with an Irish-
Yorkshire accent, was a joy to.all his
hearers? :

Germans, and indeed all continental
people; are. excellent linguists, and in
shop or restaurant one could always

:rel§ on being addressed in English,

and good Fnglish at that. The teach-
ing of English in the schools is evident-
ly well done. Further, many Germans
in pre-war days worked in offices and
sther buginess places in England for a
time and gained a good kunowledge of
the language. I remember being Jm-
pressed by o German barber who while
he shaved me talked fluently in Eng-
lish, ith a Scottish accent. "He bhad
learned: hig English in Edinburgh.

i Yong Hours.

THE stugents all mixed well, due
perhaps in large-part to the infiu-
ence of thie principal professor in that
departiment, who was a.most genial and
kindly man. BEvery year he entertained
his researel students and his assistants
to the number of 30 or 40 at a dinner

in his 0wn home; or at one of the fam-
- pus old .inns. of the town or the sur

rounding .neighbourhood,

During the day’s work we used our
spare moments to wander round the
Jaborafory dnd discuss with the other
students the research work that they
were engaged in. This intercourse had
probably ay much effect on our educa-
tion as our own particular piece of
work. Our working hours were long,
usually 8 a.m. to 7 p.m, with a short
break for Mittagessen (the midday
meal), but if the occasion. demanded
it was not uncommon to work till 8 ov

9 pm.
i WAS not long in- discovering thut
university professors were in receipt
of low salaries: the head professor in
a department with three or four other
professers and lectarers to assist him
received only £250 per annum. How-
ever, he was allowed to act as expert
adviser to any firm or indusiry, and in
this capacity drew a good salary. He
brought the problems of industry. into
the university, and his reseavch stu-
dents helped to solve them while work-
ing for their degrees.

Good students had no difficulty in
securing positions for research work
witk firms throughout the country.
This linkihg of the universities with
industry had a wonderful effect on

Low Salapies. .

building up the industries of the coun-,

try, and in making the nniversities an
important factor in national life. Like
most of the other students 1 was of-
fered a position in one of the rkilled
industries. 4t ‘the couclusion of my

course, but was unable to accept it
Most of the English students, however,
did so for experience; a few of them
later got similar work in Bngland, but
most of them were attracted to the
United States, where research men are
mueh in demand.

Secial Life.

FOUND little organised social life in

_the universities as a whole, since
they were non-residential, and one met
few students except tliose in one’s own
department, In the neighbourhood of
each university -one finds often whole
blocks of rooms let to students. These
students usually have their morning cof-
fee in their rooms, dine at a restaurant,
and buy food at a delicatessen shop and

make the evening meal in their own

rooms, Such a life is free and Bohem-
ian, and has a nuimber of advantages.

There were usually a few sport ¢lubs
run by university students, but they
covered only a comparatively szmgll

number of students, for at that time

many Germans took part in no athigties.
I understand that there has buM of
late years a radical altération ingfthis
respect. Fven at that time temnis pro-
mised to hecome 2 popular game in
Germany, and in every town one gaw
acres of tennis courts. In winter they
were flooded with water over-night and
used as outdoor skating rinks the fol-
lowing {day and evening.

The Corps. ,

['HE most interesting student bodies

were the corps. Members were
pougd in 2 bond of brotherhood, for
iheir mutual benefity this being the

.. rowed purpose of each corps. Members.

of the corps spent most evenings to-
gother elther in their own elub house
if the corps was very wealthy, or in
a special room in u cafe set aside for
the use of that corps only. Their time
was usually spent in talking, singing
and drinking been,

Members of a student corps wore the
distinelive cap of their corps and a
ribbon of the corps colours as a sash
over -one shoulder. It was a great sight
when the members of all corps met in a
gathering or a procession ag they did
on special occasions, Duels were ar-
ranged between individuals from dif-
ferent corps and were fought with
heavy sabres in special places known
to corps members, The combatants
wore heavy goggles, and their necks
and chests weve well protected, and as
thrasting was not gtlowed, it was hard-

possible to injure any part but the
cheeks, but these were often cut deep-
ly., The scars on a student’s cheek
were marks of high distinction, and
they were not allowed usually o heal
too smoothly,

Most of the uvuiversity proi.&wors
bore murks of duels from their sthdent
days: ose I remember particularly had
three beautiful parallel slashes on one
cheel each extending from nose to ear.
I never saw a ditel. but privileged spec-
tators described them to e as gory
affairs with a doctor in close attend-
ance. )

Nominally duels were, forbidden by

o

>

law, but they were common both im

army and in yniversity cireles, It was
guite unysual for anyone tc be killed
while duelling: killing was bat the ob-
ject of the duel.

My mention earlier thut university
students weve regarded as a privileged
class raises the intevesting point of
class ‘distinction and soeial staius. AN
students attending a university were
required to have-pussed satisfactorily

(Continued on page 22.)
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