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“Vitally Essential”

R. ERIC W. WATSON,

Christchurch secretary of

the New Zealand DX Club, writes: I would
say decidedly “Yes.” The advantages are
 numerous. Take the case of the listener with
A\ 2 two or three-valve local receiver, which are
quite popular among those who prefer “music”
to “noise.” 'What a boon are the “B” stations’
programmes! One can, if the mood decides,
have music from breakfast-time to 11 p.m.
merely by changing from one to another. The

“free” service supplements the restricted “YA”

service and fills in many a “silént” hour.

Then there are other aspects. The “B”
station, due to the absence of “red tape” in
programme organisation, can broadcast talks,
music, appeals for aid, and other like subjects,
not to mention rebroadcasts of foreign radio
stations at short notice, and iterys of local in-
terest, not possibly for the “YA’s.”

The question of coverage is a very serious
problem. Under the present conditions “B”
stations are vitally essential to many outlying
districts where reception of “YA’s” is impos-
sible or faulty.

{There is perhaps the insignificant feature
of “ariety” in the “B” programmes. Such
small features as electric chiming clocks, ex-
perimental 16in. gramophone records, etc.
Valuable experiments are being carried out by
the station engineers, and schemes which may
revolutionise radio design are possible at any
day. Radio enthusiasts are more enthusiastic
over “B” stations than the “YA’s” for, in most
casts, they are the peak of radic efficiency.
‘With the co-operation of listeners, “B” stations
care kept at such a standard of efficiency that,

{ though they may be only of 100 watts power,
they succeed in many instances in making the
local “YA” look “silly.” They have the
equipment, of course; everything is modern, and
so an efficient service is given free to the
public at, in most cases, a loss.

It would be a great public losg should these

The Winning Letter

HE winning letter reads i~—

The problem of the “B” stalions is one that
hag exercised the minds of big and small alike
n the radio indusiry for some ¥ime. While
there 48 mno doubt thai these stations are
filling o long-felt want, there is also.no doubt
that they could do so much more satisfactorily
and efficiently if assisted or replaced by the
“47. service. No one will deny that these
“B* stations wouwld give a much betier service

T if run under one mancgement, as they would

then- be effeciively distridbuted; their numbers
reduced, and their power inoreased. A servioce
comprised solely of the broadcasting of records,
while giving us good wmusio, 43 not the sole
delight wea desire our recciver 0 bestow upon us.
We wont something more, something the “B”
stations cannot give while they are clusiered in
the cities broadcasiing w surfeil of jazz.

As- an alterative service to the “A” sta-
tions, one in each cilty would give crysiel sel
owners more value for their 30/-, but at present
the four main centres ere ihs only hospitable
havens for the crystal set owner,

Sponsored programmes are wnot af @ll
nouseating 4f the sponsor’s wares are menlioned

only ai each end, and e ceriain number of |

stations operating on ihese lines could give an
acceplable service if sirategically located. .

The fowr “A» stations do not give @ suffi-
oiently ewiensive service to warrant the elimina-
tion of the “B’s.” In three of the four main
centres there is the goping blonk celled “silent
dey,” while in many country districlts the only
progromsme that can be relied upon 18 that of the
local “B.”

Thus, summing up, I think that e number
of “B” staitons situcled where their services
would be most appreciated, drawing @ revenue
from so many sponsored programmes- ¢ week
and 8o mauch subsidy, giving periodic relays of
the *“A” stalions and of events of national
interest and of sufficieni power to give a pro-
gramme 1o those who desired it during the mony
hours when the three small “Y.A's” are silent,
would satisfy the lsteners of the Donvnion.

_

Are “B” Stations
- Necessary?

Affirmativé Views Under

Present Conditions

The competition inaugurated by our contributor
. “Spark” on the question “Are B Stations Necess
sary?” drew a comprehensive vange of views from
readers.
Jack, of Palmerston, Otags, whe gave quite the best
summary of the case as it stands at presenty
Most of the competitors were quite clear-sighted in their recogs
nition lof the special problems of the situation, and all indicate
eagerness as to the nature of the report to be made by thd
Coverage Commission; For the benefit of readers we publls]i__j
a selection of other eniries, as well as that of the winner, ' -

The winner, clear-cut, was Mr, John A,

stations cease operating, not to mention the Iossﬂf
to the station operator. How, then, ar§
they to be subsidised, which they truly deservey
except perhaps in cases where a large nume
ber of “B’s” are in the one town? Listeners.
await the “coverage report” with great interes’
and, if all else should fail, I would prefer the
“B’s” to resort to restricted advertising ratheg
than go off the air. Adfter all, we don’t havg
to listen to them! Advertising on the scale of
the Australian “B” stations is not suggeste
but restricted advertising for our “B’s” should
be resorted to before we undergo such a publig
loss.

“The Silent Day”

ISS BARBARA A. KERR
expresses herself thus
Taking into consideration the prevailing con=
ditions, a certain number of “B” class stationg
are necessary at present. Until the time comes
when the population of New Zealand warrants
the -erection of “A” stations in all the large
centres—and that day is far distant-—"B” sta=
tions will be able to assist the larger ones it
fulfilling the existing needs for wireless enters
tainment and educational talks.

It is true that the “A” stations alon€
should be able to fulfil our every radio needy
but crystal-set owners around Aucklan(%i
Christchurch and Dunedin are not so well
provided for as those who live near 2YA. To
an invalid with a small set the “B” stations
must be an inestimable boon. Without them
the hours until 3 p.m. would be long indeed.
And what of the “silent day”?

We would be sorry to hear that the mos§
important “B” stations were closing down, for
their varied programmes are fine.  The shork
devotional service at the beginning of each new
day is a help and comfort to many a sad and
suffering listener. From a luxury, these sers
vices have now come to be regarded as am
every-day necessity by many. Still, in somg
of the sponsored programmes it does seem af
if some were sailing (Comitnued on poge ‘gﬁ



