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~ Coverage Commission Investigates
- South Island

Difficulties to be overcome before complete coverage can be

Conditions for radio reception in New Zea-
land vary considerably. Due largély to the very
.varied topography of the country places as near
to one another as 2 miles may have remarkably
different radio conditions, and in many cases
there is no doubt that the present system is not
giving a dependable service. There are places
where daylight reception is almost impossible:
other places where static and power interfer-
ence mar anything but the strongest stations,
and many of these fade. On the other hand.
there are places where reception of both New
Zealand and overseas stations is steady and
reliable. .

' One could not anticipate from theoretical

. considerations alone the variation in signal
strength as one goes from place to place, and
we are firmly convinced that it would have
been impossible for anyone to sit in an office
and plan on economic and practical lines effi-
cient radio coverage for this country. It has
been necessary for us to meet personally people
in all parts of the country to get a true per-
spective of radio reception conditions in New
Zealand. We carried an efficient set with us
for use as a standard check set
where necessary, and took every
opportunity of checking reception
on various types of receivers which
were kindly placed at our disposal,
but even allowing for variations
from day to day, could not help
but remark on the difference we
noticed from one district to an-
other, »

_ Qur itinerary started in Dunedin
on March 16, and through the co-
operation of the Post and Telegraph

Department, whose officers arranged
in advance the majority of our inter-
views, we were able to cover prac-
tically all parts of the South Island
in just about three weeks. We de-
rived our information from reliable
sources wherever available, includ-
ing radio dealers and representatives
of the listeners. Naturally, we found
that the dealers were very valuahle
to us, as, in selling and servicing
sets, they acquired an intimate
knowledge of the district in which
they were situated. Together with

- experienced listeners, they readily
furnished - the information we re-
quired, and co-operated to the fullest
extent.

accomplished

The Comnission appointed to investigate the
coverage problems in New Zealand—Dr. M. A,
E. Barnett, of the Scientific and Industrial Re-
search Departinent, and My, A. Gibbs, M.I.E.F.
Chief Telegraph Engincer of the Post and Tele-
graph Departmnent—rveturned to Wellington on
Saturday wmorning, having completed investi-
gations in the South Island. The Comanis-
sioners will remain in Wellington for a few
days, and will then start off on their survey of
the North Island.

The Commissioners, i talking <with the
“Radio Record” over the week-end, mentioned
a few interesting points with regard to their
work in the South Island. While it is impos-
sible to forecast their report in any way, lis-
teners should find their remarks of considerable
interest.
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‘Qur observations were based mainly on
the performance of the YA and “B” stations,
for, in order that the country may he efficiently
covered, one must make the fullest use of all
available information as to reception from dif-
ferent sources and on different powers and
frequencies. ,

All parts of the South Island were visited,
and our itinerary included the following cen-
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tres: Dunedin, Milton, Balclutha, Clinton,
Gore, Mataura, Idendale, Wyndham, Inver-
cargill, Riverton, Orepuki, Tuatapere, Otautau,,
Winton, Tapanui, Kelso, Heriot, Lawrence,
Roxhurgh, Miller’s Flat, Alexandra, Clyde,

Cromwell, Pembroke, Hawea, Tarras, Oma-~ i

rama, Kurow, Waitaki Hydro, Redcliffs, Wai-
mate, Glenavy, Qamaru, Maheno, Palmerston

South, Waikouaiti, Timaru, Pleasant Point,
Fairlie, Geraldine, Ashhurten, Christchurch,
Springfield, Otira, Greymouth, Kumara,
Ahaura, Reefton, Westport, Inangahua Junc-
tion, Lyell, Murchison, Nelson, Co]lingwoqd,
Takaka, Motueka, Havelock, Blenheim, Pic-
ton, Seddon, Ward, Kaikoura, Waiau, Culver-
den, Hawarden, Amberley, Kaiapoi, and back
to Christchurch. Many outlying places were
communicated hy telephone from the above-
mentioned centres.

It is inexpedient at the present moment to
generalise upon our investigations, as it will
take some time to eollate all the material we
have and use it as a Dbasis in making recom-
mendations for a national service.

As previously remarked, we were well
received at all places, and it was evident that

: listeners generally appreciated the
advisability of setting up a commis-
sion to investigate thoroughly the
question of coverage so that techni-
cal developments might take place
along sound and efficient lines.

The setting-up of a Board of Con-
trol was, as far as we were able
to judge, regarded as a wise step
and one that would ultimately lead to
the development of radio broadcast-
ing along progressive lines.

New Zealand is a very difficult
country for which to provide ar‘
efficient radio service. . Its topo-
graphy presents many difficulties,
but we believe if the problem is
tackled in the right way it will enly
be a matter of time and money be-
fore conditions will be materially
improved.

To anticipate our report or any
part of it at the present moment,
is quite impossible. We have gath-
ered a wealth of information regard-
ing existing conditions in the South
Island which will be of great value,
and which will be used in the best
interests of the future development
of broadcasting in New Zealand,



